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LETTER 1 

MRS B — , lO LAOy DAVLR!) 

My Good Lady, 

You conimcind me to acquaint you with ^tlio 
^oceedings between Mi Muriay and Miss Nanny 
Darnford And Miaa Polly makca it vciy Laay loi me 
tq^dbey you in this paiticulai, and in vciy low woids , 
for she {.ays, every thing was adjusted beloio she came 
away, and the ceiemony, she behoves, may bo ppi- 
foimed by tins time She lejoiccs thiit she was out ol 
the way of it Foi she says. Love is so awkwaid a 
thing to Ml Mull ay, and good humoiu so uncommon 
an one to Miss Nancy, that she hopes she shall novel 
see such anothei couitship 

Ml B teases Miss Dainloid, that she is a little 

piqued, (and that she shewed it by a s.itiueal Ihng oi 
two m a formei lettei to me,) tliat hci humble seivant 
took hci at her word And yet he acknowledges, that 

VOt IV jj 
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he believes she despises him , and indeed Mi Muiiay 
has shewn, that he deseives to be despised by hei 

She says, nothing has piqued hei in the whole affair, 
but the timmph it gave to that tU-twinred gtrl, as she 
justly calls her sister, who has insulted hei unmeicifully 
on that account , and yet with so low and mean a spite, 
that she has been vexed at hei self to shew the least 
concern on the occasion But ungcneious teasing is an 
intoleiable thing, as she says, and, often lepeated, will 
vex a mind naturally above it Had it, says she, come 
from any body else, I sliould not have heeded it , but 
how can one despise i sister ^ 

We have been at the playhouse seveial times , and, 
give me leave to say, madam, (foi I have now lead as 
well as seen seveial,) that I thmk the stage, by piopei 
legulations, might he made a pioiitable amusement 
But nothing moie convinces one of the tiuth of the 
common obseivation, that the best things, coriupted, 
piove the worst, than these lepiesentations The terioi 
and compunction for evil deeds, the compassion foi a 
just distress, and tlie geneial beneficence which those 
lively exhibitions aie so capable of laismg in tlie human 
mind, might be of gieat service, when directed to right 
ends, and induced by propel motives * Particularly 
where the actions whiA ^e catastiophe is designed. r*o 
punish ai e not set in such advantageous light/c, as shall 
destroy the end of the moral, and make the vice that 
ought to be censured, mutable , where instruction is 
kept in view all the way ' and where vice is pumshed, 
and virtue rewarded 

But give me leave to say, tliat I thmk there is hardly 
one play I have seen oi read hitherto, but has too much 
of love m It, as that passion is generally tieated How 
unnatural in some, how inflamin g in otheis, are the 
descriptions of it ' — In most, lathei rant and fuiy, like 
the loves of the fieicei biute animals, as Viigil, tians- 
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lated by Diyden, descnbes them, than the soil, Mghing, 
fearfully hopeful muimuis, that swell the bosoms of om 
gentlei sex, and the lespcctfiil, timoious, submissuc' 
complainings of the othei, when the tiuth of the jnssion 
humanizes, as one may say, then moie lugged heaits 
In paiticular, what stiange indelicates do these 
wnteis of tiagedy often make of oiii sev • They 
don’t entei into the passion at all, if I have iny notion 
of It But when the authois want to paint iL stiongly, 
(at least in those plays 1 have seen and lead,) then 
aim seems to be to raise a whirlwind, as I may say, 
which sweeps down leason, ichgion, and decency, anti 
carries every laudable duty away before it, so that all 
the example can serve to shew, is, how a disappointed 
lover may rage and storm, icsent and icvcnge. 

The play I fust saw was the tragedy of Vhe 
Duttessed Mother^ and a great many beautiful things 
I think there aie in it But half ol it is a tcnipubtuuus, 
ciue], ungoveincd lant of passion, and ends m ciucUy, 
bloodshed, and desolation, which the trutli of etoi y not 

wairanting, as Mr B tells me, makes it the mou* 

pity, that the original author (foi it is a Fiench play 
translated, you know, madam) had not conducted ii, 
singe It was in his choice, with less tenor, ,ind with 
greatei propiiety, to the passions intended to be laiscd, 
and actually laised in many places 

I need not tell youi ladyship what the story is , ami 
yet It 18 necessary, as you demand my opinion, that I 
should give a little sketch of it It is this, then ! 

‘ Pyirhus, the son of Achilles, ih betiothcd to Hcrmiont*, 
the daughter of Menelaus, but Hector’s widow, 
Andromache, with Astyanax, hci son by Hcctoi, 
in the division of the Tiojan captives, falls to the lot 
of Pyrrhus, who slighting Hcrmione, (actually sent to 
his court, and m hia court, waiting his good pItMsuic 
to espouse her,) falls m love wiUi Andiomacho. 
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Oiestes, the son of Agamemnon, m love with Heimione, 
IS sent ambassadoui fiom the othei Gieek princes, to 
demand the life of Astyanax, foi feai the pool infant 
should become anothei Hectoi, dud avenge his father’s 
death , a most impiobable, unpnncely, and base- 
hearted feai , as Pyirhus himself lepresents it Pyiihus, 
in hopes to gain the modiei’s love, which he seeks 
on honourable terms, olFeis to break witli all his 
alhes, lathei than give up the child, but finding hei 
resolved on widowhood, determines to saciifice the 
child, and to marry Hermione This creates a fine 
distress m Andiomache, between a laudable purpose to 
continue the widow of so gieat and so deserving a 
prince, and her desire to pieseive the life of hei son 
by tint beloved hero, and at last, oveicome by 
mateinal tenderness, finding no othei way, she resolves 
to marry Pyrihus, and yet to destioy hei self after the 
maniage ceremony had entitled her son to hei new 
husband’s protection (A very stiange, and not veiy 
certain expedient to answer hei view ' ) and so to die 
the widow of Hector, though she gave hei hand to 
Pyrrhus, and vowed hei self his at the altdi, and of 
consequence had a still less power ovei hei own life 
than befoie — ^Heimione, a high-spiiited lady, i aging 
in hei love to Pyrrhus, and foi the slight and disdjr- 
pointment she met with, obliges Oiestes, oir> pioraise 
of giving her heait and hand to him, to murdei Pyirhus 
at the altar, while the ceiemony of marriage with 
Andromache is peiformmg He causes this to be 
done When done, he applies to Heimione, expecting 
her applause, who then violently upbraids him for 
having obeyed hei , and flying towaids the temple, 
meets the body of Pyiihus, and stabs herself upon it 
‘Upon this, Orestes luns mad, and it is said to be 
the finest mad scene in any English play. — Andro- 
mache remains queen, hei son lives, and being divei ted 
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fiom her own bloody puipose, she has nothing to dOj 
but to give oiders foi the funeral of Pyirhus, and to 
bung hei son in tiiumph iiom a piison to a palace ’ 

This is, in buef, the stoiy Now, madam, since 
you expect it fiom me, I will tell you, in my artless 
way, what I think not quite so pietty, and what is 
gieat and beautiful in this play , which upon the whole, 
howevei, I was much pleased with, and should have 
been more, had theie been less tenoi in it, and moie 
probability, as I presume to say, in some of its paits , 
and had not the softest passion m nature been treated 
as such a flaming thing, as cannot be a woithy example 
to female minds 

And first, I could not but obsei ve, that the plea of 
the piinces of Greece for the muidei of Astyanax, a 
helpless infant, to piocme which, and foi nothing else, 
they send one of the chief piinces of Gieece ambas- 
sadour to Pyiihus, is a very pool one, and most easily 
answeied — Foi thus Oiestes says, among othei very 
pompous things 

Have you so soon foigot the mighty Hector ? 

The Gieeks lemembei his high-brandish'd swoicl, 

That fill’d tlieir states with widows and with oiphaiis, 
HFor which they call for vengeance on his son 

• Who knows what he may one day pi ovl i 

• 

And in another place 

Tioy may again icvive, and a new Hector 
Rise in Astyanax 

And in another place 

Sir, call to mind th’ unfivall’d stiength of Tioy, 

Her walls, her bulwarks, and htl gates of biass, 

Her kings, her heioes, and embattled aimies 


What tiagedy pomp is this ' How poor tlie plea, 
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from princes and heioes, when it is so easily answeied 
by Pyrrhus, in this manner ' 

1 call them all to mind , and see them ill 
Confus'd in dust , all mix’d m one wide rum , 

All but a child, and he in bondage held 
What \engeance can we fear fiom such a Tioy 

And a little befoie 

Let dastaid souls be timorously wise 

But tell them, Pyrrhus knows not how to form 

Fai fancied ills, and dangeis out of sight 

And still with gieatei contempt 

1 thought your kings were met 

On more impoitant councils When I heaid 
The name of then ambassadour, I hop’d 
Some gloiious enterpiise was taking birth 
Is Agamemnon’s son despatch’d foi this ^ 

And do the Giecian chiefs, renown’d in wij, 

A race of heroes, join in close debate, 

To plot an infant's death ? 

But what if this very Pyrihus, after twenty humane 
and geneious things which the poet makes him say, 
shews, tliat all this right thinking is only owing to his 
passion for the mothei ^ And as soon as she gives 
him to undei stand she is resolved to remain Hectol’s 
widow, he determines to give way to the erfibassy and 
threats of the Grecian pimces, which he had so justly 
despised, and to destroy the mfant But first tells her, 

’Tis tiue, Humione was sent to shaic 
My thione and bed 

A fine eriand foi a high-spiiited lady ' and to wait 
afterwards his good pleasuie m his own conit, through 
a senes of slights and contempts, for the performance 
of his vows ' And he generously, like a true insulting 
man, boasts. 
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-And would with fciaiisport hear 

The vows which you neglect 

To which Andromache nobly answeis : 

She has no Troy, 

No Hector, to lament. She Iias not lost 
A husband by your conquests ; Such a husband, 
Tormenting thought ! whose death alone has made 
Your sue immortal! 

This eniages the hero ; and what he should have 
admired her for, had his soul been half as noble as 
hers, he thus resents : 

IVe been too tame ; I will awake to vengeance f 
The son shall answer for his mother's scorn. 

The Gieeks demand him. noi will I endanger 
My lealms to pleasure an ungrateful woman. 

Accordingly he resolves to sacrifice the child; to 
do justice to Hermione, out of spite to Andromache : 
And most ungenerously, knowing Orestes loves Her- 
mione to distraction, tells him, he shall grace his 
nuptial lites, and he will receive Hermione from his 
hands. 

But now again, see what succeeds to this ; One 
look* of favour from Andromache reverses all his new 
resblves, makes him throw new indignities on Hermione, 
new conteftpts upon the Greek princes, and shew, that 
if he acts right in one point, the saving of the child, 
it is from wiong and unjustifiable motives; and yet 
the poet seems to design him an amiable character. 

Now, madam, could not a distress have been formed 
in this story from more laudable iind proper motives ? 
Should this passion of unbridled Jove be represented in 
such a strong, such an ii resistible light to an audience, 
who must be taught, that the highest ingratitude, the 
most ragefiil extreme of sensual passion, the most 
unjustifiable actions, and the sacrifice of all considcra- 
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tions of public good, and private light, had examples 
all in this piece to wairant them ^ 

'Tis true, Pyrrhus is pumshed by a ciuel assassina- 
tion — Hermione falls by hei own hand, foi causing 
Orestes to procure him to be rauideied, and the 
phiensy of Orestes becomes his punishment But what 
a scene of terioi does all this laise' How unlikely 
to be an exemplai eitliei to public oi piivate life ' 
And what a haid fate is that of Heimione, slighted, 
despised, insulted, by the man she loved, to whom she 
was betiothed, and whose lesentment theiefoie was 
wan anted, had it shewn itself in almost any act shoit 
of the muidei, which, in the violence of hei passion, 
she commanded Oiestes to peipetiate • 

Then, madam, the love of Heimione foi Pyahus is 
not, I think, of that dehcate sort which ought to be 
set befoie our sex for an example — ’Tis rage, not 
love, that of a woman slighted , and, howevei just, 
supposing oui sex to have such revengeful heatts, when 
slighted by the man tliey love, is not so exemplai y as 
one would wish And, besides, she is lepresentcd as 
sometimes stghmg and ’wuhing foi Oiestes , when a 
tiue love beais not the thought of any object but that 
one It sighs foi, even should that one be ungiateful 
Thus It IS said of Oiestes, by hei confidante ' 

V 

Orestes, whose itturn you oft had wish’d, 

The man whose suif'iuigb you so oft lamented, 

And often prus’d Ins constancy and love 

Then Heimione lepeats hei woman^s woids 

That love, tbit constancy, so ill leq^uitcd 

Uphratdt me to myself I blush to think 

How I have us’d him , and would shun his presence 

The motive foi this, howevei, is neither justice noi 
generosity, but piide Indeed, it must be owned, a 
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pride very natural to a female mind, in such circum- 
stances as heis 

What will be my coiifuhion, when he bees me 
Neglected and ioisaken like himself ? 

‘ Her insolence at last is well repaid I ’ 

I cannot beai the thought 

And then, the moment she sees him — this is hei 
blunt question to him, notwithstanding all hei shame to 
see him 


How am I to inteipret, sn, this visit’ 

Is It a compliment of foim, or love ’ 

Does this, madam, shew any thing of the delicacy 
of sex or condition ^ — And would one think it light, 
aftei she had thus extoited fiom him a lepeated con- 
fession of his love, 01 tueaLnesSf as he calls it, to upbraid 
him, that it ill becomes the ambassadoiu of Greece to 
tall of love oi dying 9 

In short, madam, I think none of the love in this 
piece IS such a love, however suited to Hermione^s 
character and cii cumstances, as is fit to be recommended 
to our example ’Tis a love that shocks one, and is 
1 ^thlei rage and tumult than love, and succeeds accord- 
ingly. So that of Pyirhus is ungoveined, wild, unjust, 
ungenerous caprice Heimione’s is founded in con- 
fessed mgratitude to Oiestes, and she pei sever es in it 
to Pyrrhus, when the indignities put upon hei should 
have made hei soonei wish for death, than for so pei- 
juied a man , and yet, I thmk, she shews an inconsistent 
tenderness foi Orestes, (as I have hinted,) while hei 
passion foi Pyirhus flames out with so much violence 

The motive of Andromache, (for hers is the most 
pel feet chaiactei in the piece, and designed to be so by 
the poet,) to save her son, is the best a woman could 
have to excuse her for marrying the man who had 
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slaughteied all hei lelations But the uncertainty of 
secuimg that point, by the meie foimahty of joining 
hands with Pyiihus, and hei lesolution to destroy hei- 
self, in defiance of hei vows just plighted to be his, 
was a stiange expedient to pieseive hei widowhood, 
and hei child Foi was it very likely that a man so 
wildly in love with hei, as to foiego all lOthei just and 
piudent consideiations for hei, (and who had shewn 
that he would have destioyed hei son, but foi the sake 
of her person,) would, when disappointed by so gieat 
a lashnesB, have hazaided his realms in defence of hei 
son ■* 

But, of all things, commend me to the noble legaid 
foi selfy in hei woman and confidante Cephisa, to whom 
Andiomache communicates hei lash pin pose, enjoining 
hei a willing secrecy , the only way the poet had to let 
us know It, since it was not put m execution , for she 
shews that regal d to her dear self, in this tragic per- 
formance, which, in a comedy, would have raised a 
laugh, no doubt, as a saui e on ladies’ women 

Alas • I ftm — I — nevei slnll outlive >ou ' 

These things struck me, madam, when I saw,. the 
play , and, when 1 came to lead it, 1 was moie cor- 
fiimed in my sentiments But now 1 will n^’ranscribe 
some passages, which pleased me much 

The storms, and doubts, and unceitainty of wild 
un governed love, are veiy natuially, I humbly think, 
painted in seveial scenes of this play, in the characters 
of Heimione and Pyrrhus , and no where raoie affect- 
ingly than in the upbiaidmgs of Heimione to Orestes, 
after she had found her bloody purposes too well 
complied with. Thus 

What if, tniispoited by ray boundless pission, 

1 could not beai to see him wed anothei , 
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Were you t’ obey a jealous woman’s phrensy ’ ^ 

You should have div’d into my inmost thoughts 
My heart, tho’ full of lage, was free from malice , 
And all my angei was excess oi love 
Why did you take me at my woid ? You saw 
The struggles of my soul , you heaid me rave 
You should have question’d me a thousand times , 
Yet still have doubted, still have question’d on, 
Before you ventur’d on a life so precious 
Why did you not return’ Why not consult me 
A second time ? And, undetermin’d still, 

Again return, nnd still find new delays 


The scene between Andioniache and Hermione, 
when the foimer supposes the latter on the point of 
manying Pyiihiis, and bespeaks hei mteiest foi hei 
Bon^s life, affected me much, and was nobly acted by 
Mis Oldfield, who, after assuring hei that her love to 
her slain loid was tlie only love she could evei indulge, 
as Heimione flies her, cues — 


Ah ' madam, whitlier, whithti do you fly i* 

Wheie can jour eyes behold a sight moie pleasing. 
Than Hcctoi’s widow supphant and in teais ■’ 

I come not an alarm’d, a jealous foe. 

To envy you the heart your chaims have won 

But, oh ' I have a son — And you, one day, 

^ Will be no strangei to a mothei’s fondness 

Was jot this, madam, a moving and inteiesting plea^ 
And is not what follows affectingly noble ■’ 


But, Heav’n foibid that you should ever know 
A motier’i sorrow for an only eon ’ 

Her joy I her bliss ' hei last suiviving comfort | 
When cv’iy houi she tiemblcs foi his life 
Your pow’i o’ei Pyiihus may relieve my fcais 
Alas I what dangei is thcie m a child, 

Sav'd fiom the wreck of a whole min’d cmpiie ? 
Let me go hide him in a desert isle 
You may lely upon my tendei caie 
To keep him fai fiom penis of ambition 
All he can leain of me, will be to weep 
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This IS sweetly moving, nobly pathetic* But I am 
angiy at the poet, if he could have helped it, foi di aw- 
ing in Herraione such an ungeneious and unpimcely 
insult upon the loyal moumei, when in the height of 
hei own proapeiity, as she imagined, and her rival 
subjected beneath her feet — Fie upon him, thus to 
make her say, like a tiue woman, as our censuiers will 
reflect ' 

Madam, if Pyiihus must be wrought to pity, 

No woman does it better than youiself 

If you gam him, I shall comply of course 

This fiom one woman to anotliei, much moie fiom 
one princess to anothci , horn the elated to the captive, 
could not be said, suiely — Noi do I see there was 
any need of it For had the poet made Heimione on 
this occasion (hei own empire seemed, as she thought) 
give a moie generous and humane answer, would it not 
have heightened the distiess, when such a chaiactei 
should sink, as she had been basely injuied by the man 
she loved, and whose ciime was owing to the lage of 
slighted love ? Why should he choose to make Andio- 
mache's part thus nobly raovmg, at the expense of ^he 
other charactei, in a point where justice, geneiositjT, 
and humanity, were so much concerned ^ ACd would 
not a line instiuction have lam heie for the audience, 
to have had compassion for the disti esses of another , 
and so much the moie, as that other was a rival sunk 
at the feet of the piospeious^ — Indeed, Hermione, 
which, by the way. Mis Poitei acted incompaiably, 
IS a chaiactei full of lage and violence , of jealousy, 
and gieat cause she had foi it But what then^ Could 
she not, a piincess as she was, when hei own love was 
seemed, foi so she thought, have been made capable 
of feeling a distress so nobly pleaded, by motives so 



PAMELA 


13 


becoming a motliei’s hps, and a biidal vu gin’s pros- 
pects^ — But I am upon the author’s beauties 

Andromache’s plea to Pyiihus, when, thus insulted 
by Herraione, she sees no hope of any waj to pieserve 
her son, but by soothing the pioud heait of the piince, 
whom her refusal had incensed, is very sweet in the 
mouth of captive royalty 


Oh, su, excuse 

The pride of 1 oyil blood, that checks my soul. 

And knows not how to be importunate 
You know, alas I I was not boin to kneel, 

To sue for pity, and to own a master 

And aftei wards 

Behold how low you have reduc’d a queen ' 

These eyes haie seen my country liid in ashes , 

My kindred fall in wai , my fathei slain , 

My husband dragg’d in his own blood , my son 
Condemn’d to bondage , and myself a slave 
Yet, in the midst of these unheaid-of wots, 

’Twas some lelief to find myself yovr captive , 

And that my son, deriv’d from ancient kings, 

Since he wim# serve, had Pyrrhus foi his mastei 
When Piiam kneel’d, the gieat Achilles wept , 

I hop’d I should not find his son less noble 
I thought the biave weie still the most compassionate 
O^o not, sir, divide me horn my child, 

If ne miut die 

Then there is a fine scene lecollected by Andromache 
to hei woman, between Hectoi and herself, on the 
morning he set out fpi the action in which he was 
slam 


That mom, Cepbisa' that lU-fited mom I 
My husband bid thee bung Astyanax 
He took him in his aims , and, as I wept, 
My wife, my dear Andromache, said he, 
(Heaving with stified sighs, to see me weep ) 



14 


PAMELA 


Finely said, and the heio all preserved ' He sighed, 
not for feai of the foe, but to see his beloved lady 
weep' — Fiom that humanity, which should always 
be inseparable, I tlimk, whether in fiction oi fact, fiom 
true heroism and that other insepaiable, piety, as 
follows 

What foitune may attend my aims, the gods 
Alone can tell To thee I give the boy , 

Preserve him as the token of our loves 
If I should fall, let him not miss his sire, 

While thou surviv’st, but, by thy tendei cart. 

Let the son see that thou didst love his father 

And the advice, left by Andioraache with Cephisa, 
foi her son, when she lesolves to lull herself, after the 
nuptial ceremony is peifoimed, is very woithy, after 
a scene of passionate fondness well expiessed 

Let him know 

I dttd to save him — ^And would die again 

Season his mind with,eaily hints of glory 
Make him acquainted with his ancestors , 

Trace out their shining stoiy in his thoughts 
Dwell on th* exploits of his immortal fathei, 

And sometimes 

Veiy pietty 

let him hear his mother’s name 

Let him reflect upon his loyal birth 
With modest pride Pyrrhus wiU piove a fiiend 
But let him know he has a conqueroi’s right 
He must be taught to stifle his resentments, 

And saciiflce his vengeance to his safety 

And to his gratitude too, madam, should it not have 
been said, when he was so geneiously piotected against 
the demand and menaces of confederate kings 

Should he piove headstiong, lash, oi unadvis’d. 

He then would frustiate all his mothei’s viitue, 
Piovoke his fate, and I shall die in vain ' 
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Veiy nobly said ' But I cannot foibeai making one 
obseivation on occasion of self-muidei, which, hOwevei 
the poets may be justified by the examples of the Gieeks 
and Romans, when they diaw then stones fiom them, 
yet, in such a gloomy, satuimne nation ns ouis, wheie 
self^muiders aie more Sequent than in all the Chiistian 
woild besides, methmks all those stones should be 
avoided, foi public enteitamment Oi, wheie theie is 
a necessity, as in the play of Cato, for instance, to 
intioduce such a wicked piactice, the bad example 
should be obviated, and tlie poison it may administei, 
antidoted by more forcible lessons than what these few 
doubtful woids expiess 

I fen I’ve been too hasty ' 

So, in this tiagedy I am speaking of, when Hei- 
mione destioys heiself, and Andiomache designs to do 
the like, shomd the English poet have left this piactice 
unguarded oi unaccompamed by pioper lessons and 
censuies in such a count! y as ouis'* 

The staggenng doubts and distiess of Heimione, 
after she had engaged Orestes in the muidei of 
Pyiihus, between hei love and her lesentment , hei 
jqflestions to hei woman, whetliei, as he appioached 
the temple to many her rival, in bieach of his vows of 
betiothraent to hei, his countenance shewed not some 
tokens of lemorse, aie veiy natuial to one in hei 
amoious cii cumstances, I fancy 

But, lay, Cleone, didst thou mu k him well ? 

Was his brow smooth^ Say, did theie not appeal 
Some shade of grief!* Some iittk cloud of soiiow? 

Did he not stop ? Did he not once look back ^ 

Didst iiou appioach him? Was he not confounded ? 

Did he not — Oh ' be quick, and tell me all 

This, madam, I think is chaimmgly natuial And, 
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ou Cleone^s answer. That he went to the temple all 
joy and transport, unguaided, and all his caies employed 
to gratify Andromache m hei son’s safety, it is the 
less to be wondeied at, that she should be quite ex- 
asperated, and, forgetting all hei love foi the ungrateful 
piince, should say 

Enough' he dies' — the tiaitoi ' — ^Wheie’s Oiestes" 

Theie are seveial ciicumstances of hoiioi in this 
play, that made me shuddei , but I think none like the 
description the poet puts mto the mouth of Pylades, 
the insepaiable friend of Oiestes, who, far fiom avoid- 
ing to shock the soul of his fiiend, by gently insinuating 
the fate of that Heimione, on whom he had fixed his 
happiness, thus tenibly, with all the aggiavations that 
could attend such a tiagedy, points out the hoiiid 
action, taking caie even to make hei as impious in 
her repi caches of the Deity foi her own lashness, as 
she was in the violence by which she dies , and so 
leaving a dieadfiil example (winch I piesume was not 
needful to be left) of final impenitence, especially m a 
sufFeiing charactei, that had not merited the evils she 
met with 

Thus It IS desciibed, and I am affected with the 
transcription of a passage which the poet has labouied*" 
raoie than he ought, I thmk, to shew the foicS of his 
desciiptive vein 

Full of disoider, wildness m hei looks, 

With hands expanded, and dishevelled haii , 

Breathless and pale, with shrieks she sought the temple 
In the midway she met the corpse of Pyi rhus 
She startled at the sight I then, stiff with horioi. 

Gaz’d fiightful ' Waken’d fiom the dire amaze. 

She lais’d her eyes to heav’n, with such a look, 

As spoke her sorrows, and tepraach'd the gods > 

Then plung’d a poniaid deep within hei bieast, 

And fell on Pyrihus, giaspmg him in death' 
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This, from a friend, to a lovei of the miseiable 
Heimione, though the poet might think it die only 
way he had left to make Oiestes run quite diiti acted, 
yet was not, I piesume to say, veiy judiciously put 
into the mouth of a beloved friend, anxious foi his 
safety, and to get him off, after the muidei , and 
whose pait, till now, had been lather that of soothing, 
like a true friend, the soirows of his mind 

The moial of the whole only legaids Andiomache , 
noi IS there, indeed, any tlung but violence and tenor 
in the lest of the stoiy and chaiacters, as if the poet 
was determined to sink all into one, and make that 
gieat, at the expense of the lest ’Tis, however, in 
my humble opinion, a good one, to shew, that peisons 
in distress ought nevei to despond, be then afflictions 
what they nutll and ought to have weighed with 
Andromache heiself, to make hei avoid the ciime of 
suicide, which she had lesolved upon, since this moial 
IS put into hei mouth , but so late, that it seems rather 
to make hei good by an event she could not foresee, 
than by the piudence of hei leflections, which would 
not, without that event, have prevented hei from a rash 
action, that must have tendered the moral ineffectual 

Though plung’d in ills, and exercis’d in care, 
Yefcnever let the noble mind despair, 

Where press’d by dangei s, and beset with foes, 

The gods their tmely succour interpose , 

And when our vntue sinks, o'erwhelmed with gnef, 
By unforeseen expedients bring lelicf 

Now, madam, good as tins moial is, I should rathei, 
in generosity, have haditiecommended from any mouth 
than that of Andromache For what is the consolation 
she receives ^ What are the expedients she so much 
lejoices in ? Why, in the fiist place, the muidei of a 
piince who loved hei moie than his own gloiy, and to 
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whom she had just given hei faith, as a second husband, 
though forced to it, fiom a laudable motive and next 
the self-muidei of Heiraione,the disti action of Oiestes, 
and the prospect of succeeding with hei son to the 
throne of the muideied prince, fiom which, howevei, 
she could not expect but to be diiven, and her son at 
last to be destioyed, by those vengeful confedeiates, 
who had joined by a solemn embassy to demand his 
life, and who now, by his elevation, had stiongei lea&ons 
to appiehend danger fiom him, and less dilEculty to 
effect his ruin, since Pyiihus was no moie 

But judge, my deai lady, what, aftei the play was 
ovei, I must think of the epilogue, and indeed of that 
part of the audience, which called out foi it 

An epilogue spoken by Mis Oldfield in the chaiactei 
of Andromache, that was more shocking to me, than 
the most teinble parts of the play , as, by lewd, and 
even senseless douole-entendre, it could be calculated only 
to efface all the tendei, all the virtuous sentiments, which 
the tragedy was designed to laise 

The pleasuie this was leceived with by the men, was 
equally baibaious and insulting, every one tuining 
himself to the boxes, pit, and galleries, where ladies 
were, to see how they looked, and how they stood, an 
emphatical and too-well pronounced iidicule, not only 
upon the play in general, but upon the pait of Andro- 
mache in particular, which had been so well sustained 
by an excellent actiess , and I was extremely mortified 
to see my favourite (and the only peifect) character 
debased and despoiled, and the widow of Hector, 
prince of Troy, talking nastiness to an audience, and 
setting It out with all the wicked graces of action, and 
affected archness of look, attitude, and emphasis 
I stood up — Deal sir ' — Deal miss ' — said I 

What's the matter, my love said Mi B , 

smiling, who expected, as he told me afterwaids, to 
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see me moved by this vile epilogue — ^foi it is always 
called for, it seems 

Why have I wept the disti esses of the injured Hei- 
mione ^ whispei’d I Why have I been moved by the 
murder of the brave Pynhus, and shocked by the 
madness of Oiestes ^ Is it for this ^ See you not 
Hector’s widow, tlie noble Andromache, inverting the 
design of the whole play, satirizing hei own sex, but 
indeed most of all ridiculing and shaming, in my mind, 
that pait of the audience, who have called foi this vile 
epilogue, and those who can be delighted with it, aftei 
such scenes of honor and distress ^ 

He was pleased to say, smiling, I expected, my deal, 
that youi delicacy and Miss Dainfoid’s too, would be 
shocked on this pieposteious occasion I nevei saw 
this play, rake as I was, but tlie impiopiiety of the 
epilogue sent me away issatisfied with it, and with 
human nature too and you only see, by this one 
mstance, what a chaiactei tliat of an actoi 01 actiess 
18, and how capable tliey aie to pel senate any thing 
for a sorry subsistence 

Well, but, sir, said I, are theie not, think you, 
extravagant scenes and characters enough in most plays 
to justify the censures of the virtuous upon them, that 
tAe wicked friend of the author must crown the work 
in an epilogue, for fear the audience should go away 
improved by the representation ^ It is not, I see, always 
nariowness of spirit, as I have heard some say, that 
opens the mouths of good people against these diversions 

In this wild way talked I , foi I was quite out of 
patience at this unnatural and unexpected piece of 
ridicule, tacked to so serious a play, and coming aftei 
such a moral 

Here is a specimen, my deal lady, of my observations 
on the first play I saw How just, 01 how impel tinent, 
I must leave to yourbettei judgment I veiypiobably 



PAMELA 


expose my own ignorance and folly m them , but I 
will not say^ presumption, because you have put me 
upon the task, which otherwise I should hardly have 
attempted I have very little reason, therefore, to 
blame myself on this score , but, on the contrary, (if 
I can escape your ladyship’s censure,) I have cause 
to pride myself in the opportunity you have theieby 
given me to shew my readiness to obey you , and the 
rather, since I am sure of youi kindest indulgence, now 
you have given me leave to style myself 

Youi ladyship’s obliged sistei, 

And humble seivant, 
P B 


letter II 

MRS B , TO LADY DA VERS 

My Dear Lady, 

I gave you, in my last, my bold remarks 
upon a Tragedy — Distressed Mothei I will now 
® Comedy— n. Tender 

I liked this part of the tide , though I can’t s^y I 
was pleased at all with the other, explanatory of it , di, 
I he Accomplished Fools. But when I wCs told it 
was written by Sii Richaid Steele, and that Mr. 
Addison had given some hints towards it, if not some 
ctaactej», 0 m I Kud I, g.ye u. yom company 
US p ay , foi the authors of the ‘ Spectators * cannot 
possibly pioduce a faulty scene 

.L ® 7 foi I had not then read 

S" ^ Miss 

f meet with 

niece of my loid s in the stage box, which was taken 
on puipose 
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There seems to me, my dear lady, to be a great deal 
of wit and satire in the play But, upon my word, I 
was grievously disappomted as to the morality of it . 
nor, in some places, la prohahdtiy preserved , and there 
are divers speeches so very fiee, that I could not have 
expected to meet with such, from the names I mentioned. 

I should be afiaid of being censured for my pre- 
sumption, weie I to write to any body less indulgent to 
me than youi ladyship But I will make no apologies 
to you, madam — Let me see, then , can I give you 
the brief histoiy of this Comedy, as I did of the 
Tragedy ^ — I piofesa I hardly know whether I can or 
not , at least, whethei I should or not — But 1*11 try 
The tender husband, Mr Cleiimont, has foi his wife 
a lady who has travelled, and is far gone m all the 
Flench fashions * She brought me,’ says he, ‘a noble 
fortune , and I thought sbe had a right to share it , 
therefore carried her to see the world, forsooth, and 
make the tout of France and Italy, wheie she learned 
to lose her money giacefiilly, to admire every vanity in 
Oil} sex, and contemn every virtue in her oiun , which, 
with ten thousand other perfections, are the ordinary 
impiovements of a travelled lady’ 

Tender as the husband was to be supposed to the 
vftfe, which, by the way, is not extremely apparent, in 
proper outright instances of tenderness, I presume to 
think, he shews no great politeness to the sex in general 
m this speech , and the poet wdl be the less excusable 
for It, if he has not drawn a general chaiacter of travelled 
ladies , and much less still, if it shall appear, that that 
of Mis Cleiimont, on which this general lellection is 
founded, is earned beyond natuie and probability too 
But what IS the method the tendei husband takes to 
leclaim the lady ^ — ^Why this he sets a former mistress 
of his own to woik, in man’s clothes, to insnare her 
and thus he declares himself — ‘Now I can neither 
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moitify her vanity, that I may live at ease with her, 
nor quite discard hei, till I have catched hei a little 
enlarging he: innocent freedoms, as she calls them 
Foi this end I am content to be a French husband, 
though, now and then, widi the seciet pangs of an 
Italian one , and therefoie, su, oi madam,’ (to his 
mistiess Lucy, undei the name of Mi Fainlove, in 
the diess of a young coxcomb,) ‘ you are thus equipped 
to attend and accost her ladyship ’ A speech unneces- 
sary to Fainlove, who was dressed befoie foi that 
purpose, and had actually won money, in that charactei, 
of Mis Cleiiraont But the poet had no other way 
to let the audience know it, as it should seem — ‘ It 
conceins you,’ continues he, *to be diligent if we 
(i e himself and his .lady) wholly pait — ^I need say no 
more if we do not — I’ll see thee we // provided for ' ’ 

Heie’s a fine moral scene opened, my lady, with 
legal d to Ml Cleiimont, his lady, and his kept mistiess * 
Ml Fainlove, alias Mis Lucy, undertakes the task, in 
hopes to live with Mr Cleiimont, in case of a divorce 
from his wife , oi to be provided foi, in case the plot 
does not succeed , which makes it apparent, that, to say 
nothing of his moi ality, pooi Lucy had not met with a 
generous man in Mi. Clerimont , since, aftei the foi- 
feiture of hei honour, she was still to do a moie infamoUs 
job, if possible, to procure foi herself a pioviSion from 
him. 

Then Mi Cleiimont proceeds to mstiuct the new- 
made man, how to behave like a coxcomb, in order to 
engage his lady’s attention, and to join in all hei foibles, 
till she can fuimsh him with an oppoitumty to detect 
them in such a way, as shall give a pietence foi a 
divoice , (a hint that has been scandalously impioved, 
and made moi e fashionable, since this play was wiitten , ) 
and this he does in sucli free language ind action, as 
must disgust any modest peison of eitliei sex 
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Then the poet causes this faithful mistiess, in ordei 
to make her chaiactei shine above that of the wife, and 
indeed above his own likewise, to pi esent hei employer 
with bills foi five hundred pounds, which she tells him 
she won of his wife the pieceding night , and makes 
up two thousand pounds, which Mi Clerimont says, this 
unpiovided-for mistiess of his has won fiom his lady, 
and honestly given him , or else he could not, he owns, 
have supplied hei gaming losses And Lucy declares, 
she will gam him foi evei fiom his lady, if she can 
Yet, you’ll see by and by, that it is not love to his 
paiticulai pel son, moie than any othei, that is Lucy’s 
inducement of course, then, it must be wickedness 
for wickedness’ sake • 

The next chaiactei is Captain Clerimont, bi othei 
to the other gentleman, a man of fashion and of the 
world, who, being a youngei bi othei, has his fortune 
to make, and we shall see presently how he proposes 
to make it 

The next is Pounce, an infamous jobber 01 broker 
of stocks, man rages, or any thing— whose character 
be pleased to take in his own words ‘ Now ’tis ray 
profession to assist a free-heat ted young fellow against 
&T\runnatural long-bvtd father — ^to disencumber men of 
Measure of the vexation of unwieldy estates , to sup- 
port a foible title to an inheiitance ' ’ — One that, Mr 
Clerimont says, by way of praise^ he has seen piompt- 
ing a stammering witness in Westminster -hall, that 
wanted instruction, and could venture his ears with 
great bravery for his fiiend ' 

A worse charactei than tins, can there be Yet is 
It not produced to be pumshed, neither 

The next person introduced is Hezekiah Tipkm, a 
banker in Lombard-street, a man of an infamous and 
sordid character, and a vile usurer , who has a beautiful 
niece. Miss Bridget Tipkin, over -run with alFectation 
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and lomance , with a gieat fortune in money, which 
so attiacts the captain, that he supposes, m a sordid 
but witty manner enough, all imaginable perfections in 
her person, befoie he has a sight of it This young 
lady, by a treaty between her uncle Tipkm and Sii 
Harry Gubbin, a tyiannical, positive, hot-headed 
country gentleman, is designed to be maiiied to 
Humphiey, the son of Sii Haiiy, a creatine so 
savage, so rough, and so stupid, that theie cannot be 
drawn a stronger contrast tlian between his charactei 
and that of Miss Bridget 

Ml Pounce, who is employed as a biokei in iheir 
match, is, foi a reward of one tliousand pounds, to 
cheat them and poor Humphrey, and to procure this 
young lady foi Captain Clerimont Admirable justice 
and morality, all lound' you’ll say, my lady — For 
this purpose, it was necessary that Mi Pounce should 
find Ml Humphiey so gieat a fool, that, though he 
nevei saw him befoie, he veiy easily sets him against 
his fathei, and against his cousin Bridget , and all this 
on the wedding-day, in oidei to induce him to make 
couit to a person he tells him of, but nevei saw And 
who should this peison be, as he tells him, but the 
sistei of Fainlove, Cleiimont’s man-dressed mistieSs ? 
Which sistei, however, was to be Fainlove or Lucy 
heiself, with a worthy intent to impose upbn pool 
Humphiey, as a wife, this cast-off mistress of Cleri- 
mont A just, a generous, an exemplary plot this ' 
The next charactei is an old maiden gentlewoman, 
aunt to Miss Bridget, an antiquated virgin, who, as 
Pounce says, has a mighty affectation for youth, and is 
a great lover of men and money — and she is set ovei 
hei niece as a promoter of the match with Humphiey 
— Over this lady Mr Pounce has a great ascendant, 
half for sordid reasons, and half foi amorous ones , 
and she makes a thorough ridiculous and improbable 
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charactei Pounce introduces Captain Clenniont into 
the company of the aunt and hei niece , and entertains 
the foimei, while the captam engages the latter on the 
subject of her beloved romance These, with Mrs 
Clerimont’s maid Jenny, are the piincipal chaiacters 
I need not, my lady, take up much of youi time oi 
my own, to tell you how they proceed 

Mr Clenniont, tlien, aftei beanng fiom his wife 
what haidly any gentleman could bear, sm prises Fam- 
love, as a man, (and a veiy wicked scene it is, in 
eveiypait,) taking shocking fieedoms with hei and 
falling into a feigned lage, threatens to kill Fainlove 
The lady at first menaces, and is haughty and airogant, 
but finding by her husband’s behaviour to Lucy, whom 
he then addresses with fondness befoie her face, that 
she IS tricked by a woman m man’s habit, in her turn 
would kill the impostor as Lucy, whom as Fainlove 
she tiled to save , and a scene on this occasion occurs 
to my thinking, very iidiculous Mi. Cleiimont then 
upbraids her with her guilt, and, what was haidly 
ever known in nature, she reforms instantly on the spot, 
and expi esses all the signs of contrition imaginable 
He foi gives and receives hei, guilty as she is m her 
intention, hei peison only untainted, and an adultiess 
Iti. hei mind, as she would have been in fact, had 
Fainlove? been a man and a moving scene, had it 
been from propei motives, follows Tet, (still more 
preposterous— excuse me, madam,) afterwards she 
resumes all her tiavelled and nonsensical airs, all her 
improbable follies, to help to support the plot m fiivour 
of Captain Cleiimont upon Miss Bridget, and the 
infamous one of Pounce’s and Mr Clerimont’s against 
poor Humphiey, the only innocent chaiacter in the play, 
and the only steering one And this lattei, as well as 
the foimer plot, being brought about, a laughing scene 
IS produced, by Sir Harry’s soundly cudgelling his 
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drawn in 

Now, my good lady, can you see one character, and, 
I think, I ha^e given them justly, lit to be set up for 
an example in this celebiated play of an authoi so 
celebiated? I must own, as I said befoie, I was 
greatly disappointed in my expectations of it There 
IS, indeed, a gieat deal of spiightly wit, and knowledge 
of the wicked part of the woild, displayed in it, as it 

seems to me, by what I have heaid Mr B talk 

sometimes, but there is not one chaiacter in it, but 
what IS shockingly immoral, and, at the same time, 
eithei above or below nature , so that the ridicule which 
IS intended in it, on the bad characteis, cannot, in my 
poor opinion, be just oi eHicaaous 

For, fiist, theie nevei, I believe, could be a gentle- 
man so foolishly tender, yet so plottmgly ciuel, to his 
lady, as Mi Cleiimont 

Theie never could be such a veiy fantastical lady as 
Mrs Cleiimont — And theie is such an impiobability 
m the intimate access, which Lucy in man’s clothes 
has to hei , in that creatuie’s lewd views, yet faithful 
and geneious conduct, in giving back to Cleiimont, 
who had not piovided foi her, two thousand pounds, 
won of die fantastical lady , and yet in her being sfi 
little delicate in her love to Clerimont, wlflich one 
would expect should be hei motive, as to join to trick 
and mairy one of the greatest fools in the world, that 
It was suipiismg to me, that it could pass eithei authoi 
or audience 

Then Tipkm’s charactei is unnaturally, stupidly, yet 
knavishly bad 

Sii Hariy Gubbm is a father who never could have 
his fellow , and after furiously beating his son, is lecon- 
ciled to his mariiage, as instandy as Mrs Cleiimont is 
converted , and that to an unknown peison, who appears 
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to htm in man’s clothes, foi the sake of three thousand 
pounds fortune only, although he had been quarrelling 
with Tipkin about one thousand pounds, which he 
would not give up, out of ten thousand pounds which 
his son was to have had with Budget 

Numps, his son, is a character, take it altogether, 
quite out of natuie and probability ’Tis hardly 
possible, that a savage, bi ought up in a wood, who 
never conversed with man 01 woman, could be so 
stupid , and easily might a poet foim a plot for a play, 
if such a character could be admitted as Numps’s 

The aunt is credulous, and affected beyond probability 
also 

Miss Budget delicately indelicate in many places, 
and impiobably fantastic m all 

Pounce shamelessly glorying, and succeeding m his 
villany, and deeming the imputation of the worst 
rogueries to him, as a panegyric and such immoralities, 
mingled with obscenities^ all through, that I was glad 
when the play was over 

But yet, to say truth, there aie veiy pietty desciip- 
tions, and a gieat deal of wit and humour in it The 
dialogue is lively , the painter’s scene entertaining , and 
that between Sir Harry and Tipkin, diveitmg, though 
l6w, which, together with the fantastic aus of Mis. 
Cleumoift, and Miss Bridget, and the farcical humours 
of Numps, make it the less wonder, that such as did 
not attend to nature, probability, and moiality, were 
struck with the life and spurt of the performance and 
especially as Mr Wilks, who acted Captain Clerimont, 
and Mrs Oldfield, who acted Miss Budget, so incom- 
parably performed their parts, as must have saved a 
play even of a worse tendency than The Accomplished 
Fools 

The moial 1 will tianscnbe, although 1 doubt it is a 
very inapplicable one to the chai actera , and so is far 
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Horn making amends foi a long peifoimance, Uiat in 
such a variety of chaiacters has not one moial one in 
It , nor, indeed, is there so much as one just or geneious 
design puisued throughout the play 

You’ve seen tli’ extiemcs of the domestic life, 

A son too much confin’d — ^too free a wife 
By gen’rous bonds you eithei should restrain, 

And only on their inclinations gam 

This I call inapplicable, because it was needless advice 
to such husbands as Mi Clerimont, foi whom it seems 
designed, for he was generous to excess, cairying hei 
abioad to Italy and France, and paying all her debts of 
honour implicitly whence the name of the play, The 
Tender Husband 

Wives, to obey, must love 

Cleiimont did every thing to make a giateful woman 
love him, before his strange plot to leclaim hei 

Children levere. 

While only slaves are governed by their feai 

Mis Clerimont was not treated like a slave, yet is 
leclaimed only by fear So that the moial seerasr to 
be calculated foi the Numpses, (the fools and idiots,*) 
and the Sir Haines , two chaiacteis, that, as £ humbly 
appiehend, nevei were in nature, any moie, it is to be 
hoped, than are the rest 

It looks to me, in short, as if the authoi had forgot 
the moral all the way , and being put in mind of it by 
some kind friend, (Mi Addison, perhaps,) was at a 
loss to draw one fiom such characters and plots as he 
had pioduced , and so put down what came uppermost, 
foi the sake of custom, without much regard to pro- 
priety And truly I should imagine likewise, that the 
play was begun with a design to diaw more amiable 
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chaiacters, answeiable to the title of The Tendet 
Husband j but that the author, being earned away by 
the luxuriancy of a genius, which he had not the heait 
to prune, on a general survey of the whole, di&tiustiug 
the propriety of that title, added the undei one with 
an — OR, Ihe Accomplished Fools ^ in justice to hib 
piece, and comphment to his audience. And, pardon 
me, madam, had he called it The Accomplished Knaves ^ 
I would not have been angry at him, because there 
would have been more propiiety in the title 

I wish I could, for the sake of the authois, have 
piaised eveiy scene of this play I hoped to have reason 
for it Judge then, my deal lady, what a moi tifcation 
It was to me, not to be able to say, I liked above one, 
the painter's scene^ which too was out of time, being on 
the wedding-day , and am forced to disapprove of every 
charactei m it, and the views of eveiy one I am, 
dearest madam, 

Your most obhged sister and servant, 

P. B 

LETTER III 

MRS B , TO LADY OAVERS 

• 

My Dear Lady, 

Although I cannot tell how you received ray 
observations on the Tragedy oiThe Distressed Mother ^ 
and the Comedy of The Tender Husband , yet will I 
proceed to give you ladyship my opinion of the opera 
I was at last night. 

But what can I say, when I have mentioned what 
you bo well know, the fine scenes, the genteel and 
splendid company, the chummg voices, and delightful 
music ' ^ 
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If, madam, one weie all ear, and lost to eveiy sense 
but that of harmony, suiely the Italian opeia would be 
a transpoiting thing ' — But when one finds good sense, 
and instiuction, and piopiiety, saciificed to the chaims 
of sound, what an unedifying, what a mere tempoiary 
delight does it affoid ' Foi what does one cauy home, 
but the remembrance of having been pleased so many 
horns by the meie vibration of air, which, being but 
sound, you cannot bring away with you and must 
therefore entei the time passed m such a diversion, into 
the account of those blank houis, fiom which one has 
not leaped so much as one impiovmg lesson ^ 

I apeak this with regard to myself, who know nothing 
of the Italian language But yet I may not be very 
unhappy, diat I do not, if I may form my opinion of 
the sentiments by the enervatmg softness of the sound, 
and the unmanly attitudes and gestures made use of to 
express the passions of the men performeis, and fi-om 
the amorous complaimngs of the women , as visible m 
the soft, the too-soft, action of each 

Then, though I cannot but say, that the music is 
most melodious, yet to see a hero, as an Alexander, or 
a Julius Caesar, warbling out his achievements in wai, 
his military conquests, as well as his love, in a song, it 
seems to me to be making a jest of both " 

And how much more absurd is it still, to •hear some 
dying chiejftain, some unfoitunate hero, chantrag forth 
his woes and his calamities, and taking his leave of the 
woild, with less propiiety than our English ciiminals 
at the fatal tiee ' What can this move, how can this 
puree f be the story evei so dismal, any thing but one’ s eai s ' 

Every nation. Mi B says, has its peculiar 

excellence The Fiench taste is comedy and harle- 
qumery , the Italian, music and opera , the English, 
masculine and neivous sense, whether in tragedy or 
corned) — ^Why can’t one, raethmks, keep to one’s own 
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particulai national excellence, and let otheis retain 

then S'* Foi Mi B obseives, dial when once 

sound 18 piefeired to sense, we shall depart fiom all 
our own worthiness, and, at best, be but die apes, yea, 
the dupes, of those whom we may jinve to imitate , 
but never can reach, much less excel 

Ml B says sometimes, that this taste is almost 

the only good fimt our young nobility gathei, and bung 
home from their foreign tours , and that he found the 
English nation much iidiculed on this scoie by those 
very people who aie benefited by die depravity And 
if this be the best, what must the other qualifications 
be, which they bring home ^ — ^Yet every one does not 
return with so little improvement, it is to be hoped 
But what have I said, what can I say, of an Italian 
Opel a ? — Only, little to the purpose as it is, I wondei 
how I have been able to say so much foi who can 
desciibe sounds Oi what woids shall be found to 
embody air ^ — ^And when we return, and aie asked our 
opimon of what we have seen 01 heaid, we aie only 
able to answei, as I hinted above, the sceneiy is fine , 
the company splendid and genteel, the music chaimmg 
for the time, die action not extiaoi dinar y, the language 
unii|felligible, and foi all diese leasons — ^the instruction 
none at all 

This i&iall that the thing itself gives me 100m to say 
of the Italian opera, veiy probably for want of a polite 
taste, and a knowledge of *e language. 

In my next, I believe I shall give you, madam, my 
opimon of a diversion or amusement, which, I doubt, I 
shall like still less , and that is a masquerade, foi I 
fear I shall not be excused going to one, although I 
have no mannei of liking to it, especially in my present 
way I am, madam. 

Your ladyship’s most obliged and faithful 

P B 
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I must add another half-sheet to this letter on the 
subject-matter of it, the opera , and am sure your 
ladyship will not be displeased with the addition 

Mr B coming up, just as I had concluded my 

lettei, asked me what was my subject ■* I told him, I 
was giving your ladyship my notions of the Italian opera 
Let me see what tliey are, my dear , for this is a subject 
that very few of those who admiie these peifoimances, 
and fewer still of those who decry them, know any 
thing of 

He read the above, and was pleased to commend it 
Operas, said he, are very sad things m England, to 
what they are in Italy, and the translations given of 
them abominable and, mdeed, our language will not 
do them justice 

Every nation, as you take notice, has its excellencies , 
and you say well, that ours should not quit the manly 
nervous sense, which is the distinction of the English 
drama One play of our celebrated Shakspeare will 
give infinitely more pleasure to a sensible mind, than a 
dozen English-Italian operas But, my dear, in Italy 
they are quite another thing and the sense is not, as 
here, sacrificed so much to the sound, but that the^ are 
both veiy compatible ^ 

Be pleased, sir, to give me your observation on this 
head in writing, and then I shall have something to 
send worthy of Lady Davers’s acceptance Do, sir, 
pray do 

I will, my dear , and he took a pen, and wiote the 
enclosed, which I beg yoiii ladyship to return me, 
because I will keep it by me, for my instruction, if I 
should be led to talk of this subject m company You 
must let my sister know, said he, that I have given 
myself no time to lepeiuse what I have written. She 
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will do well, therefore, to correct it, and leturn it to 
you 

‘ In Italy, judges of opeias aie so fai from thinking 
the drama, oi poetical pait of their operas, nonsense, as 
the unskilled in Italian lashly conclude in England, 
that if the I^ibietto, as they call it, is not approved, the 
opera, notwithstanding the excellence of the music, will 
be condemned For the Italians justly determine, that 
the veiy music of an opera cannot be complete and 
pleasing, if the diama be incongiuous, as I may call it, 
m Its composition, because, in older to please, it must 
have the necessaiy contrast of the grave and the light, 
that is, the diverting, equally blended through the whole 
If there be too much of the fiist, let the music be com- 
posed evei so masterly in that style, it will become heavy 
and tiresome , if the lattei pievail, it will surfeit with 
Its levity Wheiefore, it is the poet’s business to adapt 
the words for this agreeable mixtuie foi the music is 
but secondary, and subservient to the woids, and if 
there be an artful contrast in the drama, theie will be 
the same in the music, supposing the composer to be a 
skilful master 

* Now, since in England the practice has been to 
mutilate, curtail and patch up a diama in Italian, in 
ord^r to introduce favouiite aiis, selected fiom different 
authors, ths contrast has always been broken theieby, 
and the opeia damned, without every one’s knowing 
the reason And smce ignorant, mercenary piompters, 
though Italians, have been employed in the hotch-potch, 
and m translating our dramas fiom Italian into English, 
how could such operas appear any other than incongruous 
nonsense ? 


REaTATIVOS 

‘ To avoid the natural dissonance and irregularity in 
common speech, recitativos m music and dramatical 

VOL IV c 
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peiformances were invented, and although the time in 
pronouncing the woids contained m them, is scarce 
longei than in common conveisation , yet the haimony 
of the choids of the thorough- base, which then accom- 
panies the voice, delights the eais of disceinmg judges 
Wherefoie recitative is aiegulai way of speaking music- 
ally, as 1 may say, in oidei to avoid and collect the 
11 regularities of speech, often found in natuie, and to 
expiess the variety of the passions, without offence to 
the eai ’ 

Peimit me, deal madam, to lepeat my assuiances, 
that I am, and must evei be. 

Your obliged sistei and servant, 

P B 

LETTER IV 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

Well, now, my deai lady, I will give you my pool 

opinion of the masqueiade, to which Mi B pei- 

suaded me to accompany Miss Darnfoid, foi,fas I 
hinted in ray former, I had a gieat indiffei ence,'' oi 
rather dislike, to go , and miss theiefoie^wanted so 
poweifiil a second, to get me with hei ; because I was 
afraid the freedoms which I had heaid weie used 
there, would not be veiy agreeable to my apprehensive 
temper, at thtx time especially 

But finding Mr B chose to have me go, if, 

as he was pleased to say, I had no objection , I said, I 
w/Z/have none, sii, I can have none, when you tell me 
It is your choice , and so send foi the habits you like, 
and that you would have me appeal in, and I will 
cheerfully attend you 
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The habit Mi B pitched upon, was that of a 

Spanish Don, and it well befitted the majesty of his 
person and air, and Miss Dainfoid chose that of a 

young widow, and Mi B lecoramended that of 

a quakei foi me We all admned one anothei in oiii 

dresses , and Mr B pionnsing to have me always 

in his eye, we went thithei 

But I nevei desiie to be piesent at anothei Mi 

B was singled out by a bold nun, who talked Italian 

to him with such fiee airs, that I did not much like it, 
though I knew not what she said , foi I thought the 
dear gentleman no moie kept to his Spanish gravity, 
than she to the lequisites of the habit shewoie When 
I had imagined, tliat all that was tolerable m a 
masqueiade, was the actmg up to the character each 
pel son assumed and this gave me no objection to the 

S uaker’s diess , foi I thought I was prim enough for 
lat natuially 

I said softly. Dear Miss Darnfold, (for Mi B 

and the nun weie out of sight in a moment,) what is 
become of that nun ^ — Rathei, whispered she, what is 
become of the Spamard ^ 

A cardinal attacked me instantly in Fiench but I 
answered in English, not knowing what he said, 
Quakers are not fit company foi led- hats 

They are, said he, in the same language , for a 
quaker and a jesuit is the same thmg 

Miss Darnford was addiessed by the name of the 
sprightly widow Anothei asked, how long she 
mtended to wear those weeds ? And a footman, in a 
rich livery, answered foi hei eyes, through hei mask, 
that It would not be a month 

But I was startled, when a presbyteiian parson tame 
up to me, and bid me look aftei my Mustdorus — 'So 
that I doubted not by this, it must be somebody who 
knew my name to be Pamela , and I presently thought 
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of one of my lawyeis, whose characters I gave in a 
foimer lettei 

Indeed, he needed not to bid me , for I was soiry, 
on moie accounts than that of my timorousness, to 
have lost sight of him Out upon these nasty mas- 
querades ' thought I , I can’t abide them alieady • 

An egiegious beauish appeal ance came up to miss, 
and said, You hang out a very pietty sign, widow 

Not, leplied she, to mvite such fops as you to my 
shop 

Any customer would be welcome, letuined he, in 
my opinion — I whisper this as a secret 

And I whisper another, said she, but not whispei- 
ingly, that no place wanants ill manners 

Are you angry, widow ^ 

She affected a laugh No indeed it I’n’t worth 
while 

He turned to me — and 1 was afraid of some such 
hit as he gave me — I hope, friend, thou art prepared 
with a father for the light within thee ? — This was 
his free word 

Is this wit ^ said I, turmng to Miss Darnford I 
have enough of this diversion, where nothing but 
coarse jests appear barefaced ^ 

At last Mr B accosted us, as if he had not 

known us So lovely a widow, and so sweet a friend ’ 
no wonder you do not sepaiate , for I see not m this 
various assembly a third person of your sex fit to join 
with you 

Not one, sii ' — said I — Will not a penitent nun make 
a good thud with a mournful widow and a prim 
quakei ^ 

Not for more than ten minutes at most 

Instantly the nun, a fine peison of a lady, |With a 
noble an, though I did not like hei, joined us, and 
spoke in Italian something very free, as it seemed by 
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her manner, and Mr. B ’s smiling answer; but 

neither Miss Darnford nor I understood that language, 
and Mr. B- would not explain it to us. 

But she gave him a signal to follow her, seeming to 
be much taken with his person and air; foi, though 
there weie thiee other Spanish habits there, he was 
called ‘the stately Spaniaid^ by one, and ‘ the hand- 
some Spaniard ’ by anothei, in our hearing, as he passed 
with us to the desseit, where we drank each of us a 
glass of champaign, and ate a few sweetmeats, with a 
crowd about us ; but we appeared not to know one 
anothei : While several odd appearances, as one Indian 
piince, one Chmese mandarin, several dominos, of both 
sexes, a Dutch skipper, a Jewish labbi, a Greek monk, 
a harlequin, a Turkish bashaw, and a Capuchin friar, 
glided by us, as we returned into company, signifying, 
fiiat we were strangers to them, by squeaking out, / 
Inonv you I — ^Which is half the wit of the place. 

Mr. B had more attacks made upon him by 

ladies than we had by gentlemen ; and his fine person, 
noble air, and a deportment so suited to his habit^ (only 
in the encounter oJt the nun, when he had more oi the 
French fieedom, as I thought, than the Spanish 
gravity,) made him many admirers; and more, when 
tbs Spanish mimstei,who was there in a French diess, 
spoke to him in Spamsh, and leceived a polite answer 
from him in the same ; while there were several who 
personated foreign characters, and knew nothing of the 
language of the country whose habits they assumed. 

There were divers antic figures, some with caps and 
bells, one dressed like a punch ; several harlequms, 
and other ludicrous forms, that jumped and ran about 
like mad ; and seemed as if they would have it thought 
that all their wit lay in their heels. 

Two ladies, one in a very fantastic party-coloured 
habit, with a plume of feathers ; the other in a rustic 
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ooe, with a gailand of floweis lound liei head, were 
much taken notice of foi then freedom, and having 
something to say to eveiy body They weie as seldom 
sepal ated as Miss Dainfoid and I, and weie followed 
by a crowd wheievei they went 

The pai ty- coloured one came up to me Fiiend, 
said she, theie is something in thy peison that attiacts 
eveiy one’s notice but if a sack had not been a 
profane thing, it would have become thee almost as 
well 

I thank thee, friend, said I, foi thy counsel , but if 
thou hadst been pleased to look at home, thou wouldst 
not have taken so much pains to join such advice, and 
such an appeal ance, togefhei, as thou makest I 

This made every one that heaid it laugh — One said. 
The butterfly had met with hei match 

She leturned, with an affected laugh — Smartly said' 
— But art thou come hithei, fiiend, to make thy light 
shine befoie men or women ■’ 

Veiily, fiiend, neithei, leplied I , but out of meie 
cuuosity, to look into tlie minds of both sexes , which 
I lead in then dresses 

A general satne on the assemblee, by the mass ' said 
a fat monk r 

The nun whisked to us We’re all concerned in my 
fiiend’s remaik 

And no disgiace to a fan nun, letuined I, if her 
behaviour answei her diess — ^Nor to a reverend friai, 
turning to the monk, if his mind be not a disci edit to 
his appearance — Nor yet to a country giil, turning to 
the paity-coloured lady’s companion, if she has not 
weeds m her heait to disgiace the floweis on hei head 
An odd figure, lepresentmg a meriy andrew, took 
my hand, and said, I had the most piquant wit he had 
met with that mght And, friend, said he, let us be 
better acquainted ' 
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Forbeai, said I, withdi awing my hand, not a com- 
panion for a jack-pudding neither I 

A Roman senatoi just then accosted Miss Dainford, 

and Mr B seeing me so much engaged, ’Twere 

haid, said he, if oui nation, m spite of Ceivantes, 
produced not one cavalier to piotect a fan lady thus 
sm rounded 

Though suuounded, not distressed, my good knight- 
eiiant, said the nun The fau quakei will be too hard 
foi half a dozen antagonists, and wants not youi pr o- 
tection — But your poor nun bespeaks it, whispeied 
she, who has not a woid to say for lieiself 

Ml B answered her in Italian — (I wish I 

undei stood Italian!) — And she had lecouise to her 
beads 

You can’t imagine, madam, how this nun haunted 
him ! — Indeed, you can’t imagine it • 

I must needs say, I don’t like these masquerades at 
all Many ladies, on these occasions, are so veiy free, 
that the censorious will be apt to blame the whole sex 
for their conduct, and to say, then hearts are as faulty 
as those of the most culpable men, since they scruple 
not to shew as much, when they think they cannot be 
kno?m by their faces But it is my humble opinion, 
that could theie be a standaid fixed by which one 
could deteimine leadily what /r, and what is not wit, 
decency would not be so often wounded, by attempts 
to be witty, as it is For here eveiy one, who can 
give himself the libeity to say things that shock a 
modestei person, not meeting with due lebuke, but, 
perhaps, a smile, (without considering whether it be ot 
contempt or approbation,) mistakes courage foi wit, 
and every thing sacred or cml becomes the subject ot 
his fi'othy jest 

How else can one account for the liberties of ex- 
pression and behaviour taken by some of those who 
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personated bishops, cardinals, piiests, nuns, &c ? — Foi 
the fieest things I heaid said weie fiom peisons in 
those habits , who behaved with so much levity and 
indecoium, as if they were lesolved, as much as m 
them lay, to thiow those veneiable chaiacteis into 
iidicule, foi no othei leason than because they aie, by 
the geneiahty of the woild, deemed venerable But if 
It was once detei mined that nothing should be called 
tiue wit, as nothing ceitainly ought, but what will stand 
the test of examination, but what is consistent with 
decency and good manneis, and what will make an 
innocent heait biilliant and cheeiful, and give its sanction 
to the happy evpiession, by tiying to keep up and 
letuin the ball in like virtuous and lively lailleiy, tlien 
we should have oui public enteitainments such as the 
most sciupulous might jom to countenance and applaud 

But what a moralizei am I ' will your ladyship say 
Indeed I can’t help it — ^And especially on such a 
subject as a masqueiade, which I dislike moie than 
any thing I evei saw I could say a gieat deal moie 
on tins occasion but, upon my woid, I am quite out 

of humoui with it, foi I liked my English Mi B 

bettei than my Spaniaid, and the nun I approved not 
by any means, though theie weie some who observed 
that she was one of the giacefullest figuies m the plafe 
And, indeed, in spite of my own heait, I 'could not 
help thinking so too 

Youl ladyship knows so well what masqueiades aie, 
that I may well be excused saying any thing further on 
a subject I am so little pleased with Foi you only 
desire my notions of those diversions because 1 am a 
novice in them, and this, I doubt not, will doubly 
seive to answer that puipose 

I shall only therefore add, that aftei an hundred 
other impertmencies spoken to Miss Darnfoid and me, 
and retoited with spirit by her, and as well as I qould 
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myself, quite sick of the place, I feigned to be more 
indisposed than I was, and so got my beloved Spaniard 
to go off with us, and leached home by thiee in the 
raotning And so much foi masquerades I hope I 
shall never have occasion to mention them again to your 
ladyship I am, my deaiest madam, 

Yoiii evei obliged sistei and seivant, 

P B 


LETTER V 

MRS B , TO LADY DA VERS 

My Dearest Lady, 

My mind is so wholly engrossed by thoughts 
of a very diffeient natuie fiom tliose which the diveisions 
of the town and theaties mspiie, that I beg to be 
excused, if, foi the present, I say nothing further of 
those lighter matteis But yet, since yom ladyship 
does not diaappiove of my lemarks, I intend, if it please 
God to spare my life, to make a little book, which I 
will present to youi ladyship, containing my pool 
obefSivations on all the dramatic enter tainments I have 
seen, and^ shall see, this wintei , and, for this purpose, 
I have made biief notes m the margin of the punted 
plays I have bought, as I saw them, with a pencil , by 
lefeiring to which, as helps to ray memoiy, I shall be 
able to tell your ladyship what my thoughts weie at 
the time of seeing them, pretty nearly with the same 
advantage as if I had wiitten them at my letuin fiom 
each 

I ha\e obtained of Sir Simon, and Lady Dainford, 
the veiy great pleasure of then pei mission foi miss to 
stay with me till it shall be seen how it will please God 
to deal with me , and I owe this favoui pai tly to a 
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kind letter, wutten in my behalf to Sir Simon, by Mr 

B , and partly to the young lady’s eainest lecjuest 

to her papa, to oblige me, Sii Simon having made 
some difficulty to comply, as Mr Muiiay and his bade 
have left them, saying, he could not live long, if he had 
not the company of his beloved daughtei 

I cannot but say I have many moie anxieties and 
appiehensions, than, peihaps, I ought to have on the 
piesent occasion, but I was always a sad cowaid, and 
too tlioughtful a good deal But I have so much to 
lose , such a husband to part with, if I must pai t with 
him , such geneious fnends, and loveis, as I may say, 
of both sexes and then the circumstance itself has 
so many tenois, to an appiehensive mind, attending it, 
that I am out of bieatli sometimes at tlie thoughts of 
it, and want to run away fiom myself, if I could — 
But It cannot be and when I chaige my mind with 
the lefiections which lehgion inspiies, and ask myself 
who It was that gave me all these blessings, and who it 
IS that has a light to lecall them, if he pleases, and 
nuhen^ and in nvhat >way he pleases ^ and that, if I leave 
them not now, I must be sepaiated fiom tliem another 
day, I endeavoui to bung my mind to a lesignation to 
the divine will 

But what shall I say, madam, when I Imd ray frailFy 
is so much increased, that I cannot, with the 'same in- 
tenseness of devotion that I used to be blest with, apply 
myself to the throne of giace, noi, of consequence, 
find my invocations answeied by that delight, and 
inwaid satisfaction, with which I used to please myself 
when the piesent near piospect was more i emote ? 

I hope I shall not be deseited in the hour of trial, 
and that this ray weakness of mind will not be punished 
with a spiiitual dereliction, for suffering myself to be 
too much attached to those worldly delights and 
pleasures which no moital evei enjoyed in a raoie 
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exalted degiee than myself And I beseech you, my 
dealest lady, let me be always lemembeied in youi 
prayeis — Only iai a lesignation to the divine will, a 
cheetful lesignation, I piesume not to presciibe to his 
giacious Piovidence, foi if one has but that, one has 
every thing that one need to have Yet, my dear lady, 
theie IS such a natuial lepugnance between life and 
death, that natuie will shiink when one comes to the 
tiial, let one have nevei so much foititude at a distance 
Ye*-, I hope, I may be foi given , foi now and then I 
cc iifoit myself with the divine exemplai, who prayed, 
in bloody sweats, foi the bittei cup to be lemoved, 
but gave us the example of lesignation, that I am wish- 
ing to be able to follow Howe-oer, not mine, hut thy 
•will be done > 

Foi give me, my deaiest lady, foi being so deeply 
seiious I have just now been contending with a seveie 
pang, that is, foi the piesent, gone off what effect its 
retuin may have, God only knows. And if this is 
the last line I shall evei wiite, it will be the raoie 
satisfactoiy to me, as (with my humble respects to my 
good Lord Daveis, and my deal countess, and piaying 
for the continuance of all youi healths and happiness, 
both heie and heieaftei) I am peimitted to subsciibe 
ihyself 

Your ladyship’s obliged sistei. 

And humble servant, 

P B 
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LETTER VI 

LADY DAVERS, TO MR B 

M'i Dearest Brother, 

Although I believe it is needless to put a 
man of youi geneious spirit in mind of doing a woithy 
action , yet, as I do not know whethei you have 
thought of what I am going to hint to you, I cannot 
foibeai a line oi two with legaid to the good old couple 
in Kent 

I am suie, if, for oui sins, God Almighty should 
take fiom us ray incompaiable sistei, (foigive me, my 
deal biothei, but to intimate what may be, although I 
houily pi ay, as hei trying minute appioaches, that it 
will not,) you will, foi her sake, take caie that hei 
honest paients have not the loss of your favoui, to 
deepen the inconsolable one, they will have, in such a 
case, of the best of daughteis 

I say, I am suie you will do as geneiously by them 
as evei and I daie say your sweet Pamela doubts it 
not yet as you know how sensible she is of eveiy 
favoui done them, it is the countess’s opinion and mvie, 
and Lady Betty’s too, that you give her this assuiancE 
in some legal way , for, as she is natuially apprehensive, 
and thinks moie of her piesent ciicumstances than, for 
your sake, she chooses to express to you, it will be like 
a coidial to hei dutiful and grateful heait, and I do 
not know if it will not contiibute, moie tlian any one 
thing, to make hei go thiough hei task with ease and 
safety 

I know how much youi heart is wiapped up in the 
deal cieatuie And you are a woithy biothei to let it 
be so • — You will excuse me theiefoie, I am suie, foi 
this my ofHciousness 
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I have no doubt but God will spate her to us, because, 
although we ma5'not be woithy of so much excellence, 
yet we now all unite so giatefiilly to thank him for such 
a worthy relation, that I hope we shall not be depiived 
of an example so necesaaiy to us all 

I can have but one fear, and that is, that, young as 
she IS, she seems iipened foi glory she seems to have 
lived long enough foi herself But foi you^ and for 
Mj, that God will still spate her, shall be the homly 
prayer of. 

My deal woithy biothei, 

Your ever affectionate sistei, 

B. Davers 

Have you got hei mother with you I hope you 
have God give you a son and hen, if it be his 
blessed will' But, howevei that be, preserve youi 
Pamela to you ' foi you nevei can have such 
another wife 


LETTER VII 

^ MRS B , TO MR B 

My Ever-Dear, and Ever-Honoured Mr B , 

Since I know not how it may please God 
Almighty to dispose of me on the approaching occasion, 
I should think myself inexcusable, if I could not find 
one or two select hours to dedicate to you, out of the 
very many, in the writing way, in which yom goodness 
has indulged me, because you saw I took delight in it 
But yet tlnnk not, O best beloved of my heart' 
that I have any boon to beg, any favour to ask, either 
for myself, or for my friends, or so much as the 
continuance of your favour to ihe one or the othei As 
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to them, you have pi evented and exceeded all my 
wishes As to myself, if it please God to spare me, I 
know I shall always be lewaided beyond ray deseit, let 
my deseivings be what tliey will I have only, theie- 
foie, to acknowledge, with the deepest sense of youi 
goodness to me, and with the most heart-affecting 
giatitude, that from the happy, the thiice happy houi, 
that you so geneiously made me youis, till this moment, 
you have not left me one thing on my own pait to wish 
foi, but the continuance and mciease of your felicity, 
and that I might be woithiei and worthiei of the 
unexampled goodness, tenderness, and condescension, 
wheiewith you have always tieated me 

No, my dealest, my best beloved mastei, fiiend, 
husband, my Jirst^ ray lasty and only love ' believe me, 
I have nothing to wish for but youi honoui and felicity, 
tempoiaiy and eternal, and I make no doubt that God, 
in his infinite goodness and meicy, will perfect his own 
good woik, begun in youi deai heait, and, whatevei 
may now happen, give us a happy meeting, never more 
to part from one anothei Foi, although, as you were 
pleased to question t’other day, when you were resolving 
some of my doubts — (and, oh ’ what a sweet expositoi 
have you been to me upon all those occasions, on whi/;h 
my diffident mind led me to you foi mfoi matron and 
direction ' ) — whether the happiness of the blessed was 
not too exalted a happiness to be affected with the pool 
ties of 1 elationship and sense, which now delight and 
attach so much to them om naiiow minds and con- 
ceptions , yet cannot I willingly give up the pleasing, 
the tharmmg hope, that I shall one day rejoice, dishn- 
guishtngly ie)oice, in the society of my best beloved 
husband and hiend, and in that of my dear parents 
And I will keep and encourage this dear hope, so con- 
solatory to me in the separation which dearest friends 
muit experience, so long as it can stand me in any 
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stead , and till I shall be all intellect, and above the 
soothing impressions which aie now so agreeable to 
sense, and to conjugal and filial piety 

Let me tlien beg of you, my deaiest protector and 
best friend, to pardon all my impel fections and defects , 
and if, ever since I have had the honour to be youis, I 
have in loaksj oi m wordf oi in deed^ given you cause to 
wish me othei than I was, that you will kindly put it 
to the scoie of natuial infirmity (foi, in thought oi 
intention^ I can tiuly boast, I have never wilfully eired) 
Yom tenderness for me, and your geneious politeness to 
me, always gave me appiehension, that I was not what 
you wished me to be, because you would not find fault 
with me so often as I feai I deserved And this makes 
me beg of you to do, as I hope God Almighty will, 
paidon all my involuntaiy eiiois and omissions 

You have enabled me, sir, to do all the good to my 
poor neighbours, and to distressed objects, which was in 
my own heait to do , and I hope I have made use of 
the power you have so generously entrusted me with, m 
a mannei, that may shew I had a regard to your honour, 
and to the exigency of the particulai cases lecommended 
to me, without extravagance oi vanity But yet, as it 
IS qecessary I should lender some account of my 
sUwaidship, in relation to the large sums you have put 
into my hands foi chciiitable uses, you will find, my 
beloved master and best friend, youi pool steward’s 
accounts of every thing, m the cabinet that was my 
honoured lady’s, till youi goodness made it mine, in a 
vellum book,* on the fiist leaf of which is wiitten, 
title-page-wise. Humble returns for divine merchis , 
and you will see a balance struck, down to this very 
day, and the little surplus m the green purse upon the 
book And if you will be pleased, sir , to perfect, by youi 

* See Vol n p 163 
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generosity, the happiness of the cases I have marked 
with a star, [thus,’*'] which aie such as are not fully 
recoveied, and will be so good as to keep up my little 
school, I daie ask no more, for, my dearest Mr 

B , if I should be called fiom your sermce to my 

new place j youi next steward (and long, I hope, for 
yom honoul able family’s sake, you will not be without 
one,) may find out another and better method for youi 
honour and her own, to dispense your bounty, than that 
I have taken 

The rich jewels and eqmpage with which your 
generous goodness adoined my unwoithiness will be 
found in the same cabinet, in the piivate diawer . And 
if I may be pardoned for one extiavagant wish, (your 
circumstances, dear sir, are veiy gieat • and your future 
lady will not weai any thmg that was mine,) it is, 
that my deal Miss Dainford may be desired, as the 
effect of youi own goodness and geneious consideration 
for my memoiy, to wear the diamond necklace, which, 
I know, she adraiies , but is fai from wishing foi it, 
or expecting it, if tlie neck diat it was given to adorn, 
and to make moie worthy of you, should be laid low 
by the iriesistible leveller 

In the lowest drawer on the left-hand of the cabraet, 
you will find, sir, all my unfinished sciibble, and, 
amongst the lest, a little paicel, indoised, ‘ Mi H and 
P Barlow ’ The title will surprise you , but as I 
know not what may happen to make doubts and 
puzzles in tlie affaii mentioned in those papeis, when 
I cannot explain them, I thought it was best to give 
a brief histoiy of it in -wiitmg, with his lettei to me 
on the occasion , and I humbly beg the whole may 
be kept within youi own breast, unless that vile affair, 
which has much disturbed me, should be levived 
although I have no leason to apprehend it will, because 
the poor gii 1, I hope, is smcerely penitent , and Mr 
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H himself seems in anothei way of thinking as 

to her 

Will you be pleased, sir, to bestow on my dearest 
Miss Goodwin, as a remembrance of her aunt’s true 
love, the diamond solitaire, and the second pair ot 
ear-rings Peihaps my deaiest Lady Davers will not 
disdain to wear, as a piesent from her beloved brother, 
my best diamond iing And if my most beloved and 
most valued iing of all, the deal first pledge of my 
happiness, were, foi tlie hist time since 1 was honoured 
with It, by your own puttmg it on, taken from my 
finger and enamelled, it would be a mouinfiil, yet a 
pleasing token foi my poor mother, and a sweet memento 
of your bounty to them, and of yoiu mexpiessible 
goodness and favour to hei pool daughter ' — But how 
I presume ' And yet just now I said, I had nothing 
to ask ' 

Now I am, unawares to myself, upon the subject of 
petitioning, how it would please me, could I know it, 
if the deal child I have just named were given to the 
care and example of my excellent Miss Dainford, if 
she would be pleased to accept of the trust , and if 
Lady Daveis has no objection, and would not choose 
to take the pietty soul undei hei own wing 
•I had once gieat pleasuie in the hope of having this 
dear child committed to my care — But what pleasures, 
what happiness, have I not had ciowded into this last, 
and this first happy, thiice happy yeai — even more 
than most of my sex have had to boast of, and those 
not unhappy neither, in a long, long life ' Every day 
has bi ought witli it some new felicity, some new 
happiness, as unlooked foi as undeserved, for, oh < 
best beloved of my heait ' how have you always met 
me in your commgs-in, left me at your goings-out, 
with smiles and complacency , the latter only dis- 
tinguished from the former by a kind regret, as the 
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other was from that^ by a joy, next to transpoit, when 
all your dear generous heait appealed in your noble 
countenance, and set my faithful one into lesponsive 
flutters, to meet and leceive it with all the grateful 
emotions that the chastest conjugal flame could inspii e i 
But I must not dwell upon these charming, charming 
reflections' — My present doubts will not peimit me 
to indulge them' Foi, if I were — how would my 
desnes be nvetted to this earth ' — With what regard 
should I transfer ray thoughts to a still more important 
and more necessaiy subject ' and with what ingratitude 
look up to a divmei, and still more noble mastei, who 
ought to be the ultimate of all oui wishes and desires ' 

And who has given me you, my deaiest Mr B , 

and lutth you, all that this world can make desirable ' 
— And has therefoie a light to take away what he has 
given ' — ^And if I now die, what a glory will it be to 
me, to be permitted to discharge part of my obligations 
to the worthiest of gentlemen, by laying down my life 
in the service of his honourable family ' 

But let me say one word foi my dear worthy Mis 
Jeivis Hei caie and fidelity will be very necessary 
for your affans, dear sir, while you remain single, 
which I hope will not be long But whenever^ sii, 
you make a second choice, be pleased to allow her 
such an annuity as may make her independent, and pass 
away the remainder of her life with ease and comfort 
And this I the rather presume to request, as my late 
honoured lady ^ once mtimated the same thing to you 
If I were to name what that may be, it would not be 
with the thought of heightening, but of hnuting rather, 
the natural bounty of your heart, and fifty pounds a 
year would be a rich provision, in her opinion, and 
will entail upon you, dear sir, the blessings of one of 
the faithfullest and worthiest hearts in the kingdom 
* See Vol III p 1 14 
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Nor will Christian chanty permit me to foiget the 
once wicked, but now penitent Jewkes I understand 
by Miss Dainfoid, that she begs foi nothing but to 
have the pleasuie of dying m yom seivice, and of 
having, by that means, an oppoitunity given her of 
atomng foi some small slips and mistakes in hei 
'iccounts, which she had made formerly, as she accuses 
heiself, foi she will have it that Mi Longman has 
been better to hei than she deserved, in passing one ^ 
account paiticulaily, to which he had, with too much 
reason, objected do, deal su, if your futute happy 
lady has no great dislike to the poor woman, be pleased 
to grant her request, except hei own mind should 
alter, and she desiie hei dismission And be pleased 
to present her with my little book of select devotions, 
with my notes in the inter-leaves It is in the bottom 
drawer of the iight-liand, among my devotional mis- 
cellanies Oi lathei, much rather, be pleased to oidei 
a copy of It to be made out foi her, and to give the 
oiigmal, it being mostly in my own hand- writing, to 
my dear father This is a better thought by much , 
for the deal good man will esteem it the more for that 
I wonder I did not think of this before 

To, the other seivants I have only to leave my 
thanks and best wishes, foi then respectful love and 
dutiful behaviour to one, who, fiom being once haidly 
the equal to some of them, has been exalted to the 
honourable station of then mistress, by youi superlative 
goodness and favour No servants, my dear Mr 

B , ever deserved a mistress’s thanks, if yours do 

not , foi they, ever y one of them, most cheerfully 
came into all my litde schemes and legulations , and 
they have encomaged me, by then ready obedience 
and their respectful loves, to pursue the natural dictates 
of my own heart, and have made all assumings and 
* See, for a hint of this, Vol Ip 83 
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piide as unnecessary, as they would have been grievous 
to me, and censurable by every one else For was it 
not iny high concern so to behave myself to all, low 
as well as high, that my best beloved benefactor should 
not, by my arrogance or mattention, have censures of 
htnif added to envieis of me^ for the step he had taken 
so derogatory to Ins own honour, and to that of Ins 
ancient and splendid family^ 

To the favour of the best of masters I therefore 
leave them, with this testimony of their merits, and of 
my kind regard to them, which makes me venture to 
call them, without one exception, from my silver-haired 
Jonathan, to the lowest menial, the best set of servants 
that any gentleman ever had Nor, by Miss Dainfoid's 
account of the behaviour of those at the Hall, do I 
find them at all unworthy of being classed with these 
heie, in the happy character And let me say, my 

dearest Mr B ' that I have been not a little 

attentive to tlaeir respective behaviours, and have taken 
Mrs Jervis’s observations, as a help to my own, in 
this particular , because I thought it my duty to do so, 
as well in justice to yoiu dear self, as to tliera 

As to Polly Barlow, to whom I was willing to 
behave with an eye to my dear good lady’s kindness 
to myself, I have nothing to say, by way of distii^tion 
from the rest, having hinted to Mis Jervis to give 
her her advice, from time to time , and that, if an 
honest husband should offer, she should advise the poor 
gill not to decline it 

Forgive me, dearest sir, for thus mentioning to you, 
m this solemn letter, so particularly, your servants. 
But the pleasure which their regularity and woithmess 
have given me, together with the knowledge I have 
of their fidelity and affectionate duty to you, methinks 
call for this testimony of my satisfaction in them, and 
for my lecorameudation of them to your favour 
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And now, what ha\e I faithei to say, but to beg of 
God to showei down his most pi ecious blessings upon 
you, iny deaiest, my Jitst, my last, and my only love > 
and to letuin to you an hundred-fold, the benefits 
which you have confeiied upon me and mine, and 
upon so many pool souls, as you have blessed thiough 
my hands ' And that you may, in youi next choice, 
be happy with a lady, who may have eveiy thing I 
want , and who may love and honoui you with the 
same affectionate duty, which has been my delight and 
my gloiy to pay you Foi in this, I am suie, no one i.an 
exceed me' — And, aftei having given you long life, 
piospenty, and mciease of honoui, ti an slate you into 
a blessed eteinity, wheie, thiough the meats of oui 
common Redeemei, 1 hope 1 shall be allowed a place, 
and be permitted (O let me indulge that pleasing, that 
consolatory thought') to leceive and lejoice in my 
lestoied spouse, foi ever and evei , aie the piayeis, 
the last players, if it so please God ' of, my deaiest 

deal Ml B , 

Youi dutiful and affectionate wife, 

And faithful seivant, 

P B 


LETTER VIII 

MISS DARN FORD, TO LADY DARNFORD 

My Honoured Mamma, 

You cannot conceive how you and my dear 

papa have delighted the heait of my good Mrs B , 

and obliged her Mi B , by the permission you have 

given me to attend her tdl the impoitant hour shall be 
o>ei with her , foi the deal lady is exceedingly appie- 
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hensive, and one can liardly blame hei , sxnce theie is 
baldly such anothei happy couple in the woild 

I am glad to heai that the ceiemony is ovei, so much 
to both youi satisfactions May this matiimony be 
but a tenth part is happy as that I am witness to heie , 
and Ml and Mi s Muiiay will have that to boast of, 
which few man led people have, even among those we 
call happy ' 

Foi mypait, I believe I shall nevei caie to many 
at all, foi though I cannot be so deserving as Mis 

B , yet I shall not beai to thmk of a husband much 

less excellent than heib Nay, by what I see in het 
apptehensions, and conceive of the condition she houily 
expects to be in, I don’t think a lady can be requited 
with a less worthy one, foi all she is likely to suffer on 
a husband’s account, and for the sake of his family and 
name 

Mis Andrews, a discreet worthy soul as ever I 
knew, and who, in hei aspect and behaviour, is far 

fiom being a diagiace even to Mr B ’s lady, is 

with hei dear daughtei, to hei no small satisfaction, as 
you may suppose, who now and then says. What a 
foolish creature, my dear mother, have you for a 
daughtei < Ton did not behave so weakly as *1 do, 
when you were in the same cucumstances, I dare 'Say, 
and yet you had a deal good husband, though not a 
rich one, to hope to live foi ' — But, come, I will have 
a good heart, to make myself as worthy of the 
company and cheer mgs of thiee such friends, as I am 
blessed with in my mother, my Miss Darnfoid, and 
Mrs Jervis 

Ml B asked my advice yesterday about having 

in the house a midwife, to be at hand, at a moment’s 
warning I told him, I feared the sight of such a 
pel son would terrify her And so he instantly started 
an expedient, of which her mother, Mrs Jervis, and 
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myself approved, and have put into practice , foi this 
day, Mis Hams, a distant relation of mine, though not 
of yours, sii and madam, is arrived fiom Essex to malte 

me a visit , and Mi B has been so good as to 

pievail upon hei, in camphment to /ne, as he pretended, 
to accept of her board m his house, while she stays in 
town, which, she says, will be about a week 

Now, you must know, that this Mis Hairis being a 

discreet, modest, mation-like person, Mrs B took 

a liking to her at first sight, and is alieady veiy familiar 
with hei , and understanding that she is a gentlewoman 
who was a doctor of physic’s lady, and takes as much 
delight m administering to the health of her own sex, 

as hei husband used to do to that of both, Mrs B 

says, it IS very fortunate that she has so expeiienced a 
lady to consult, as she is such a novice in her own 
case 

Ml B , however, to cany on the honest im- 

posture better, just now, in presence of Mrs Hams, 
and Mrs Andrews, and me, asked the former, If it 
was not necessary to have in the house the good woman ^ 

This frightened Mrs B , who turned pale, and 

said she could not bear the thoughts of it Mrs 

Haiifs said, It was highly necessary that Mrs B , 

if she would not permit the gentlewoman to be in the 
house, should see her , and that then, she apprehended, 
there would be no necessity, as she supposed she did 
not live far off, to have her in the house, since Mi s 

B was so uneasy upon that account This pleased 

Mrs B much, and Mrs. Thomas was admitted 

to attend her 

Now, you must know, tliat tins is tlie assistant of ray 
new relation , and she bemg rppnsed of the mattei , 
came , but never did I see so much shyness and appre- 
hension as Mrs B shewed all the time Mis 

Thomas was with her, holding sometimes her mother, 
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sometimee Mis Hams, by the hand, and being ready 
to sweat with tenor 

Mrs Hams SCI aped acquaintance with Mis Thomas, 
wlio, pietending to lecollect hei, gave Mrs Hairis 

great praises , which increased Mrs B confidence 

in hei And she undertakes to govein the whole so, 
that the dreaded Mis Thomas need not come till the 
veiy moment, which is no small pleasure to the ovei- 
nice lady And she seems eveiy houi to be better 
pleased with Mis Hams, who, by her prudent talk, 
will more and moie familiaiize hei to the cii cumstance, 
unawares to hei self in a manner But, notwithstand- 
ing this piecaution of a midwife in the house, Mi 

B intends to have a gentleman of the profession 

in leadmeas, for fear of the woist 

I tell Ml B he is veiy happy in this stiatagem , 

but that, I suppose, he has been inoie used to con- 
tiivances of this soit tlian he ought to have been , and 
was so fiee as to add, that I piesumed his lady is 
hardly the fiist he has cheated into a child And, 

indeed, I think Mis B ’s meat to the lest of 

hei sex, is very gieat, weie it only in lefoiming such 
an uncommonly agi eeable and manly i ake as this , foi 
no doubt he has done, and would have done, a woild 
of mischief among the thoughtless and indiscreef in 
uppei hfe, for, it seems, when he was at the woist, 
he nevei made the vulgar the subjects of his vile 
attempts 

Mrs B has wntten a Icttei, and the supei- 

bciiption following will tell you to whom it is directed 

‘To the evei-honouied andever-deai Mi B ,with 

piayeis foi hib healtli, honour, and piospeiity in this 
woild, and eveilasting felicity in that to come. P B ’ 
It IS sealed with black wax, and she gave it me this 
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preset ve the dear lady, foi the honour of her sex, and 
the happiness of all who knowhei, and paiticularly foi 
that of youi Polly Dainfoid , foi I cannot have a 
gi eater loss, I am suie, while my honouied papa and 
mamma aie living And may that be for many, very 
many, happy yeais ' 

I will not close this lettei till all is over Happily, 

as I hope ' — Mis B is better again, and has, 

occasionally, made some line leflections, diiectmg hei- 
self to me, but designed foi the benefit of hei Polly, 
on the subject of the mconsideiation of some of oui 
sex, with legaid to the ciicumstances she is in, m- 
feiiing, that if such aie her appiehensions, though a 
lawful wife, and such the dangei attending this case, 
how must It leave a pool creatuie destitute of all 
spiritual consolation, (as well as of the assistance and 
coinfortings of the neaiest friends, and of a kind 
husband,) when she has saciificed hei honoui, and 
cannot think of any thing so piobable, as the moment 
approaches, but that God will punish her m hind^ as 
she called it, that is to say, added she, by tlie veiy 
sufferings, which aie the natuial consequences of the 
sm she has so wickedly committed ' 

P knew what hei design was, and, said. Ay, Polly, 
let you and I, and eveiy single young body, beai these 
reflections in mind, pionounced by so excellent a lady, 
in moments so aiduous as these ' 

The gill wept, and veiy movingly fell down by the 
dooi, on her knees, praying to God to pieserve her 
dear lady, and she should be happy foi evei ' — That, 
as Mrs B so often prettily wntes, wax ha ‘word 

Mrs B 18 exceedingly pleased with my new 

relation, Mrs Harris, as we call her, who behaves 
with so much piudence, that she suspects nothmg, and 
told Mrs Jeivis, she wished nobody else was to come 
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neai her And as she goes out (being a person of 
eminence in hei way) two oi three times a day, and 

last night staid out late. Mis B said, she hoped 

she would not be abioad when she should wish hei 
to be at home 

I have the pleasuie, the very gieat pleasuie, my 
deal papa and mamma, to acquaint you, and I know 
you will lejQice witli me upon it, that just half an hour 

3go» niy dear Mis B was bi ought to bed of a 

fine boy 

We are all out of our wits foi joy almost I lan 

down to Mr B myself, who received me with 

trembling impatience A boy ' a fine boy ' deal 
Ml B 1 said I A son and lieu, indeed ' 

But how does my Pamela ^ Is she safe ? Is she 
like to do well ? We hope so, said I , oi I had not 
come down to you, 1*11 assure you He folded me in 
his aims, in a joyful raptme* How happy you make 
me, dealest Miss Darnfoid • If my Pamela is safe, 
the boy is welcome, welcome mdeed • — But when may 
I go up to thank my jewel ? 

Mrs Andiews is so ovei joyed, and so thankful, 
that theie's no getting her fiom hei knees ** 

A man and horse is despatched already to Lady 
Havers, and another oideied to Kent, to the good old 
man 

Mis lei vis, when I went up, said, she must go 
down, and release the good folks from then knees, 
for, half an hour before, they declared they would not 
stir fi om that posture till they hear d how it went with 
their lady , and when the happy news was brought them 
of hei safety, and of a young mastei, tliey were quite 
ecstatic, she says, in their joy, and not a di y eye among 
them, shaking hands, and congratulating one anothei, 
men and maids Which must make it one of the most 
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affecting sights that can be imagined And Mi 
Longman, who had no power to leave the house foi 
thiee days past, (though business leqmied his piesence 
in Bedfoidshiie,) hasted to congratulate his woithy 
pimcipal , and never was so much moving joy seen, 
as this honest-heai ted steward lan ovei with 

I cannot diaw these affecting scenes of joy, as Mis. 

B could have done, had she been in my case — 

Let me only say, I nevei saw such a family- joy in my 
life And who would caie for loyalty, oi any of its 
pageantry, when viitue can thus inteiest eveiy body 
in its conceins, and, on such an occasion as this, give 
that geneial and sinceie joy to all within its ciicle, 
which could fill a nation on the biith of a fiist-boin 
prince fiom soveieigns the moat beloved ^ 

I did a foolish thing m my joy — I gave Mr B 

the lettei designed foi him, had an unhappy event 
followed , and he won’t give it me again , but says, 

he will obtain Mis B ^’s leave, when she is bettei, 

to open it , and the happiei turn will augment his 
thankfulness to God, and love to hei, when he shall, 
by this means, be blest with sentiments so different 
from what the othei case would have affoided But 
I wiH get It from him, if I can, and give it her back , 
for pne knows not what it may contain , yet hei inno- 
cence and purity make one less apprehensive a good 
deal , for, I daie say, she has no excuses to make, foi 
failmgs he knows nothing of 

Mrs B had a very sharp time Nevei more, 

my dear papa, talk of a husband to me Indeed, in 
the mind I am in, I will nevei be mairied — Place all 
your expectations on Nancy ' Not one of these men, 

that I have yet seen. Mi B excepted, (and you 

know what a chance it was that he would be so good,) 
IS worth running these iisks foi ' But his endeaiments 
and tenderness to his lady, his thankful and manly 
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gratitude and politeness, when he was admitted to 
pay hib respects to hei, and his behaviour to Mrs 
Andrews, and to us all, though but foi a visit of ten 
minutes, was alone woithy of all her iisk 

I would give you a desciiption of it, had I Mis 

B ’b pen, and of twenty agieeable scenes ind 

conversations besides But, foi want of that, must 
conclude, with my humble duty, as becomes, honoured 
sir and madam. 

Your evei-giateful 

Polly Barnford 

I have been three days writing this lettei, piece by 
piece 


LETTER IX 

MISS DARNFORD, TO HER PARENTS 

My Honoured Papa and Mamma, 

We have nothing but joy and festivity in 
this house , and it would be endless to tell you the 
congratulations the happy family receives, every-day, 

from tenants and friends. Ml B , you know, 

was always deemed one of the kindest landlords in 
England , and his tenants are overjoyed at the happy 
event which has given them a young landlord of his 
name For all those who live in that laige part of 

the estate, which came by Mrs B his mother, 

were much afraid of having any of Sir Jacob Swynford's 
family for their landloid, who, they say, are all made 
up of pride and cruelty, and would have racked them 
to death Insomuch, that they had a voluntary meeting 
of about twenty of the prmcipal of them, to rejoice 
on the occasion and it was unanimously agreed to 
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make a present of a piece of gilt plate, to serve as a 
basm foi the christening, to the value of one hundred 
guineas , on which is to be engi aven the following 
insciiption 

In acknowledgment of the humanity and generosity 
of the best of landlords, and as a token of his 
tenants’ joy on the happy birth of a son and heir, 
who will. It is hoped, inherit his father’s geneiosity 
and his mother’s viitues, — this piece of plate is, 
with all due gratitude, presented, as a christening 
basin, to all the children that shall pioceed from 
such worthy parents, and their descendants, to the 
end of time 

By the obliged and joyful tenants of the mateinal 
estate in Bedfordshire and Gloucesteishiie, the 
initials of whose names are under engiaven, viz 

Then aie to follow the hist letters of each pel son’s 
Christian and surname 

What an honoui is this to a landlord' In my 
opinion fai, very far, suipassing the munomered fiee- 
gifts which we read of m some kingdoms on extra- 
oidintiy occasions, some of them like this ' For heie 
It i8 all tiuly spontaneous — A. fiee-gift indeid ' and 

Mr. B took It very kmdly, and has put off the 

chiistening for a week, to give time foi its being com- 
pleted and inscribed as above 

Such good tenants, such a good wife, such blessings 

from Heaven following him, nobody, I tell Mr B , 

has so much encouragement to be good as he has and 
if hereafter he should swerve, he would not have the 
least excuse, and would be the ungiatefuUest man 
breathing 

The Earl and Countess of C , and Lord and 

Lady Davers, are heie, to stand in person at the 
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chiistening , and you cannot conceive how gieatly my 
Lady D avers is transported with joy, to have a son 
and heir to the estate She is, eveiy horn almost, 
thanking hei dear sistei foi him, and leads m the 
child all the gieat qualities she foims to heiself in him 
’Tis, indeed, a chaimmg boy, and has a gieat deal (if 
one may judge of a child so veiy young) of his fathei’s 
manly aspect The deal lady heiself is still but weak , 
but the joy of all aiound her, and her spouse’s tendei- 
ness and politeness, give hei cheeiful and free spiiits , 
and she is all seienity, ease, and thankfulness 

Mrs B , as soon as the danger was ovei, asked 

me for hei lettei with the black seal I had been veiy 

eainest to get it from Mr B , but to no purpose 

So 1 was foiced to tell hei who had it She said, but 
very composedly, she was soiiy foi it, and hoped he 
had not opened it 

He came into her chamber soon aftei, and 1 de- 
manded it before hei He said, he had designed to 
ask hei leave to bieak the seal, which he had not yet 
done , noi would, without hei consent 

You will see nothing in it, sir, said the deal lady, 
but a giateful heait, a faithful love, and my prayers, 
that God will be as good to you, as you have- been 
to me »■ 

Will you give me leave, my deal, said he, to break 
the seal ^ If you do, su, let it not be in my presence 
but It IS too serious Not, my dear, now the appre- 
hension 18 so happily over It may now add to my joy 
and my thankfulness on that account Then do as you 
please, sn but I had lathei you would not 

Then heie it is. Miss Darrford, I had itfiom you 
It was put into youi hands , and thcie I place it again 
That’s something like, said I, consideimg the gentle- 
man Mis B , I hope we shall bring him into 
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So I returned it to the deal writei , who lifted up 
her eyes, and hei lips moving, shewed a thankful 
ejaculation, that she was spaied to leceive it back 
again , and put it into hei bosom 

I related to Lady Davers, when she came, this cii- 
cumstance , and she, I believe, has got leave to take it 
with hei She is veiy pioud of all oppoitunities now 
of justifying her bi other's choice, and doing honoui to 

his wife, with Lady Betty C , who is hei gieat 

favomite, and who delights to lead Mis B- ’s 

letters 

You desiie to know, my honoui ed papa, how Mi 

B passes his time, and whether it be m his lady’s 

chamber ? No, indeed ' Catch gentlemen, the best of 
them, in too great a complaisance that way, if you can 
What then, does he pass his time nutth you^ Polly ^ you 
aie pleased to ask What a disadvantage a man lies 
undei, who has been once a lake ' But I am so gener- 
ally with Mis B , that when I tell you, sn, that 

his visits to hei aie pietty much of the polite foim, I 
believe I answei all you mean by yoiii questions , and 
especially when I lemind you, sii, that Loid and Lady 

Davei s, and the Earl and Countess of C , and youi 

unweithy daughtei, aie at dinner and suppei time 
geneially togethei , foi Mis Andiews, who is not 
yet gone back to Kent, breakfasts, dines, and sups 
with her beloved daughter, and is liardly evei out of 
hei room 

Then, sii, Ml B , and the Eail, and Lord 

Davei s, give pietty constant attendance to the business 
of parliament , and, now and then, sup abioad — So, 
sir, we aie all upon honour , and I could wish, (only 
that youi facetiousness always gives me pleasuie, as it 
is a token that you have your much desued health and 
freedom of spirits,) that, even in jest, my mamma’s 
daughtei might pass unquestioned 
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But I know ’why you do it It is only to put me 
out of heart to ask to stay longei Yet I wish — But 
I know you won’t permit me to go thiough the whole 
wintei heie — Will my deal papa giant it, do you think, 
my honouied mamma, if you weie to lay the highest 
obligation upon youi dutiful daughtei, and petition foi 
me ^ And should you caie to tiy ■* 

I daie not hope it myself, you see, madam But 
when one sees a gentleman here, who denies his lady 
nothing that she asks, it makes one be leady to wish, 
methinks, that Lady Darnfoid was as happy in that 

paiticulai as Mis B 

Tour indulgence for this winter, this one winter, oi 
lather this small remainder of wintei, I make not so 
much doubt of, you see, madam I know you’ll call 
me a bold giil , but then you always, when you do, 
condescend to grant ray request And I will be as 
good as evei I can be afterwaids I will fetch up all 
the lost time , use an houi soonei in the moimng, go 
to bed an houi latei at mght, flower my papa any 
thing he pleases , lead him to sleep when he pleases , 
put his gout into good humoui, when it will be soothed 

— And Mis B , to ciown all, will come down 

with me, by pel mission of her sovereign lord, who^will 
attend hei, you may be suie And will not all this 4o, 
to procure me a month or two more ^ If it won’t, why 
then, I wll thank you for yom past goodness to me, 
and, with all duty and cheerfulness, bid adieu to this 
deal London, this dealer family, and attend a still 
dearei papa and mamma, whose dutiful daughter I will 
ever be, whilst 


Polly Darn ford 
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LETTER X 

MISS DARN FORD, TO HER PARENTS 

My Honoured Papa and Mamma, 

I have received youi joint commands, and 
intend to set out on Wednesday next week I hope I 
shall find my papa in better heith than he is at piesent, 
and in better humoui too, foi I am very sou y he is 
displeased with my petitiomng foi a little longei time 
in London It is veiy severe to impute to me want 
of duty and affection to you both, which would, 
if deserved, make me veiy unwoithy of youi favoui 
to me 

Ml B and his lady aie lesolved to accompany 

me in then coach, till your chaiiot meets me, if you 
will be pleased to permit it so to do , and even set me 
down at youi gate, if it do not but he vows, that he 
will not alight at youi house, noi let his lady neither 
But I say, that this is a misplaced resentment, because 
I ought to think it a fevoui, that you have mdulged me 
so much as you have done And yet even this is 
likewise a favour on their side to me, because it is an 
instance of then fondness for your unworthy daughter's 
company 

Mrs B is, if possible, raoie lovely since hei 

lying-m than before She has so much delight in hei 
nursery, that I fear it will take hei off fiom her pen, 
which will be a great loss to all whom she used to 
oblige with hei correspondence Indeed, this new 
object of her care is a charming child , and she is 
exceedingly pleased with hei muse , — ^foi she is not 
permitted, as she very much desired, to suckle it hei self 

She makes a great pioficiency in the Fiench and 
Italian languages , and well she may, foi she has the 

VOL IV j) 
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best schoolmaster m the world, and one whom she 
loves better than lady ever loved a tutor He is lofty, 
and will not be disputed with But I nevei saw a moie 
polite and tendei husband, foi all that , and well may 
a lady, blessed as she is, bear with a little impel lou&ness 
sometimes , winch, however, she nips in the bud, by 
her sweetness of temper, and ready compliance But 
then he is a man of sense , and a lady need be the 
less concerned to yield a point to a man of sense 
and generosity, as he is, who is incapable of treating 
hei the worse for her resignation and complacency 
Whenever I marry, it shall be to a man of sense, and 
a generous man, against the world , for such an one 

cannot ti eat a woman ill , as Mr s B often obsei ves 

We had a splendid chiistening, exceedingly well 
oideied, and every body was highly delighted at it 
The quality gossips went away but on Tuesday , and 
my Lady Davers took leave of her charming sister witli 
all the blessings, and all the kindness, and affectionate 
fondness, that could be expi eased 

Ml Andiews, that worthy old man, came up to see 
his giandson yesterday, and in ordei to attend his wife 
down You would nevei have forgotten the good 
man’s behavioui (had you seen it) to his daughter, 
and to the charming child I wish I could desciiUe it 

to you , but I am apt to think Mi s. B will take 

notice of It to Lady Daveis , and if she enters into the 
description of it while I stay, I will beg a copy of it 
to bung down with me, because I know you were 
pleased with the sensible, plain, good man, and his 
ways, when at the Hall in your neighbouihood 
The child is named William , that I should have 
told you, but I write without any manner of con- 
nexion, just as things come uppermost But don’t, my 
dear papa, constiue tins, too, as an instance of disrespect 
|1 wish you were not so angry with me , it makes me 
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almost afraid to see you ' — As I said, I shall set out 

next Wednesday in Mr. B ’s coach , and as we 

shall keep the mam load all the way, I shall see, by 
my being met, how I am to be received, and whethei 

pardoned oi not Mi B says, he will take me 

back again, if ray deal papa frown at me evei so little , 
and he will not deliver rae up into any othoi hands 
but his, neither 

We have been at seveial plays, and at the opeia 
divers times , foi we make the best of oui time, since 
It IS so short , and we feared how it would be , though 

I hoped I should not have anger neither Mrs B 

IS taken up between whiles, with writing remarks 
upon the plays, &c she sees, in a little book, foi Lady 
Davers She sent that lady her lemaiks upon one or 
two, with which she is so well pleased, that she will 
not let even hei nuiseiy excuse hei from proceeding 
upon those subjects , and this will so engross the deal 
lady’s pen, that I shall not be favoured so much as I 
used to be , but Lady Daveis piomises to lend me the 
book, when she has read it , so that will be some 
satisfaction 

I see but one thing that can possibly happen to 
distusb the felicity of this chairamg couple , and that 

I will mention, m confidence Mi B and Mis 

B , and myself, weie at the masqueiade, befoie 

she lay in Theie was a lady gieatly taken with Mi. 

B She was in a nun’s habit, and followed him 

wheievei he went , and Mi Turner, a gentleman of 
one of the inns of court, who visits Mi B some- 

times, and IS an old acquamtance of his, tells me, by 
the by, that the lady took an oppoitunity to unmask to 

Mr B Mr Tmnei has since found she is the 

young Countess Dowagei of , a fine lady , but 

not the most reserved in her conduct of late, since her 
widowhood And he has smce discovered, as he says. 
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that a letter oi two, if not more, have passed between 
Mr B and that lady 

Now Mrs B , with all her peifections, has, as 

she ownj, a little spice of jealousy, and should she be 
once aldimed, I tiemble foi the consequences to both 
their happiness 

It IS my opinion, that if ever any thing makes a 
misunderstanding between them, it will be fiom some 
such quaitei as this But ^tis a thousand pities it 
should And I hope, as to the actual correspondence 
begun. Ml Tuinei is mistaken 

But, be it as it will, I would not for the woild, that 
the 111 St hints of this mattei should come from me — I 

Mr B IS a veiy enterprising and gallant man, is d 

fine figuie of a man, and 1 don’t wondei a lady ma^ 
like him But he seems so pleased, so satisfied witfh 
his wife, and cauies it to hei witli so much tendeineas 
and affection, that I hope hei meiit, and this hifc 
affection foi hei, will secure his conjugal fidelity / 
If It piove otherwise, and she discovers it, I knoilv 

no one that would be moie imserable than Mis B 1, 

as well fiom motives of piety and virtue, as from th^ 
excessive love she bears him — But I hope foi bettefi 
things, foi both their sakes • 

My humble thanks foi all your indulgences to me 
with hopes, that you will not, my deal papa and mammal 
hold your displeasure against me, when I thiow myself-^' 
at youi feet, as I now soon hope to do, conclude me 
Your dutifiil daughter, 

M» Darnford 
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LETTER XI 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

My Dear Lady, 

We aie just letuined fiom accompanying the 
worthy Miss Dainfoid as fai as Bedfoid, id hei way 
home, wheie hei papa and mamma met hei in tlieii 
coach Sir Simon put on his pleasant airs, and 

schooled Mr B foi persuading his daughtei to 

stay BO long fiom him , me foi putting hei upon asking 
to stay longei , and she foi being peisuaded by us 
I think he is woise than ever, in his way of talk, 
and for my rebukes to him, foi he ran on a deal of 
stuff about me, and my late lying-in , and would have 
It, that I am so much improved, that I ought to make 

a courtesy to Mr B once an hour He sard, 

when I was angry at him, and his lady blamed him, 
that It was all pure revenge for my letter,* and for 
keeping his daughtei so long from him 

We tarried two days together at Bedfoid , for we 
knew not how to part, and then we took a most 
affeqfionate leave of each other. 

J’^e struck out of the road a little, to make a visit to 
the dear house, where we tamed one night , and next 
morning, before any body could come to congratulate 
us, (designing to be tncog ) we proceeded on our 
journey to London, and found my dearest, dear boy, 
in charming health 

What a new pleasure has God Almighty’s goodness 
bestowed upon me , which, after every little absence, 
uses upon me, in a true maternal tenderness, every step 
T move toward the dear little blessing ' — ^Yet, some- 


See Vol III p i8 
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times, I think youi deal biothei is not so fond of him 
as I wish him to be He says, 'tis tiniL enough for 
him to mind him, when he can retuin his notice, and 
be giatefiil ' — A negligent word, I’n’t it, madam, — 
considering 

My deal fathei came to town, to accompany ray 
good mothei down to Kent, and they set out thiee or 
foui days aftei your ladyship left us It is impossible 
to desciibe the joy with which his woithy heart over- 
flowed, when he congiatulated us on the happy event 
And as he had been apprehensive for his daughtei’s 
safety, judge, my lady, what his tiansports must be, to 
see us all safe and well, and happy, and a son given to 

Mr B by his gieatly honoured daughter 

I was in the nursery when he came So was my 
mother Miss Darnfoid also was there And Mi 

B , who was in his closet at his arrival, after 

having leceived his most respectful congi atulations him- 
self, bi ought him up, (though he has not been theie 
since indeed he han’t ' ) Pamela, said the dear 
gentleman, see who’s heie • 

I sprang to him, and kneeled foi his blessing O 
my father ' said I, see (pointing to the dear baby at 
the nurse’s breast) how God Almighty has answered 
all our prajeis n 

He dropped down on his knees by me, clasping me 
in his indulgent arms — O my daughtei ' — My blessed 
daughter • — And do I once more see you i And see 
you safe and well • — I do ' I do ' — Blessed be thy 
name, 0 gracious God ' foi these thy mei cies 

While we were thus joined, happy father, and happy 
daughter, in one thanksgivmg, the sweet baby having 
fallen asleep, the nurse had put it into the cradle , and 
when my father rose from me, he went to my mothei 
God bless my dear Betty' said he I longed to see 
you, after this separation. Here’s joy ' Here’s 
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pleasure ’ O how happy aie we 1 And taking hei hand, 
he kneeled down on one side the ciadle, and my 
mother on the othei, both looking at the deal baby, 
with eyes running ovei , and, hand-in-hand, he piayed, 
in the most feivent mannei, foi a blessing upon the deal 
infant, and that God Almighty would make him an 
honoui to his fathei’s family, and to his mother’s virtue , 
(that was his woid,) and that, in the words of sciip- 
ture, he might gi oiv on^ and be tn favour hath with the 
Lord, and with men 

They both arose, and Mi B taking my hand, 

and Miss Dainfoid’s, (yom ladyship may guess how 
we were moved ' foi she is a sweet-natuied lady, you 
know, madam ) My dear Pamela ' how these kind, these 
giateful hearts affect me' — Do you often, my dear Miss 
Darnfoid, see scenes wrought up by the poets to this 
moving height ^ — Here we behold and admire tliat 
noble simplicity in which nature always triumphs over 
her handmaid, ait * And winch makes a scene of joy 
as affecting to a noble ipmd as that of the deepest 
distress ' Else, how could it display its foice tlaus 
sweetly on your lovely cheek ' 

Mr. B has just put into my hands Mr 

Locke’s Treatise on Education, and he commands me 
to give him my thoughts upon it in writing He has 
a veiy high regard for this author, and tells me, that 
my tenderness for Billy will make me think some of 
the fiist advice given in it, a little harsh, perhaps , but 
although he has not lead it through, only having dipped 
into it here and there, he believes, from the name of 
the author, I cannot have a better directory and my 
opinion of it, after I have well considered it, will infoi m 
him, he says, of my own capacity and prudence, and 
how far he may rely upon both in the point of a first 
education 

I asked, If I might not be excused writing only 
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makiDg my obseivations here and theie, to himself, as 
I found occasion ^ But he said, You will yourself, 
my dear, better considei the subject, and be moie a 
mistresii of it, and I shall the bettei attend to your 
leasonings, when they aie put into wilting And 
suiely, Pamela, added he, you may, m such an impoit- 
ant point as this, as well oblige me with a little of youi 
penmanship, as youi othei deal fiiends 

After this, youi ladyship will judge I had not 
anothei word to say He cuts one to the heart, 
when he speaks so seiiously 

I have looked a little mto it. It is a book quite 
accommodated to my case, being written to a gentle- 
man, the author’s hiend, for the legulation of his 
conduct towards his childien But how shall I do, 
madam, if in such a famed and renowned author, I see 
already some few thii^gs, which I think want clearing 
up ? Won’t It look like mtoleiable vanity, in such 
a one as me, to hnd fault with such a genius as Mr 
Locke? 

But I will consider of the mattei thoioughly, befoie 
I set pen to papei , foi, although he wzites in a veiy 
familiar and intelligible style, peihaps I may not uiidei- 
stand him at once leading r 

I must, on this occasion, give youi ladyship the 
particulars of a short conveisaUon between youi brother 
and me , which, however, perhaps, will not be to my 
advantage, because it will shew you what a teasing 

body I can be, if I am indulged — But Mr B 

will not spoil me neither in that way No fear of that, 
I dale say ' — ^Youi ladyship will see this in the veiy 
dialogue I shall give you 

Thus It was I had been leading m Mi Locke’s 

book, and Mi B asked me, How I liked it? 

Exceedmgly well, sii But I have a proposal to make. 
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which, if you will be pleased to comply with, will give 
me a chai mmg opportunity of understanding Mi L ocke 
What IS youi pioposal, my deai ^ I see it is some 
veiy paiticulai one, by that sweet earnestness m youi 
look 

Why so It IS, sir and I must know, whether you 
are m high good humoui, befoie I make it I think 
you look grave upon me, and my pioposal will not 
then do, I’m suie 

You have all the amusmg ways of youi sex, my 
dear Pamela But tell me what you would say You 
know I don’t love suspense 

May be you’re busy, su Perhaps I bieak in upon 
you I believe you weie going into your closet 

Tiue woman' — How you love to put one upon the 
tenteis ' Yet, my life foi youis, by youi paiade, what 
I just now thought impoitant, is some pietty tiifle — 
Speak It at once, or I’ll be angry with you, and 
taj^ed my cheek 

Well, I wish I had not come just now ' — I see 
you are not in a quite good humoui enough foi my 
pioposal — So, pray, sii, excuse me till to-moiiow 
He took my hand, and led me to his closet, calling 
me his pretty inipeitinent and then uiging me, I said 
— You know, sir, I have not been used to the company 
ofcluldien Youi deal Billy will not make me fit, 
for a long time, to judge of any pait of education I 
can learn of the chaimmg boy nothing but the baby 
conduct but now, if you would peimit me to take 
into the house some little mastei of three oi four yeais 
old, or miss of five oi six, I should .watch ovei all 
then little ways, and now leading a chapter in the 
child^ and now a chapter m the haol^ I shall be enabled 
to look forwaid, and with advantage, into the subject , 
and to go through all the parts of education toleiably, 
for one of my capacity, foi, su, I can, by my own 
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defects, and wliat I have wished to mend, know how 
to judge ot, and supply that pait of hfe, which cariies 
a child up to eleven oi twelve years of age, which 
was mine, when my lady took me 

A pretty thought, Pamela ' but tell me, Who will 
pait with then child, think you-* Would you do it, if 
It weie youi own case, although you weie evei so well 
assuied of the advantages youi little one would leap by 
it^ — For don’t you considei, my deal, that the child 
ought to be wholly subjected to youi authoiity ? That 
Its fathei 01 mothei ought seldom to see it , because 
It should think itself absolutely dependent upon you'* 
— ^And wheie, my deal, will you meet with parents so 
1 esigned ? — Besides, one would have the child de- 
scended of genteel paients, and not such as could do 
nothing foi it , othei wise the turn of mind and education 
you would give it, might do it moie haim than good 
All this 18 tiue, 811, \eiy tiue But have you no 
othei objection, if one could find a genteelly descended 
young master ? And would you join to peisuade his 
papa to give me up his powei, only fiom three months 
to three months, as I liked, and the child liked, and 
as the papa approved of my pioceedmgs ^ 

This 18 so reasonable, with these last conditions, 
Pamela, that I should be pleased with your notion, if 
It could be put in practice, because the child would be 
benefited by youi instiuction, and you would be im- 
proved in an ait, which I could wish to see you an 
adept in 

But perhaps, sii, you had rather it were a giil, than 
a boy ^ 

I had, my dear, if a giil could be found, whose 
paients would give hei up to you, but I suppose you 
have some boy in your head, by your putting it upon 
that sex at fiist 

Let me see, sir. You say you aie in a good humour ' 
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Let me see, if you be ' — Looking boldly in his 
face 

What now, with some little impatience, would the 
pietty fool be at ^ 

Only, sir, that you have nothing to do, but to speak 
the word, and theie is a child, whose papa, and mamma 
too, I am sure, would consent to give up to me, foi 
my own instiuction, as well as foi her sake , and d, 
to speak in the sciiptuie phiase, I have found tn 
your sight j kind sii, speak this woid to the deal child’s 
papa 

And have you thus come ovei with me, Pamela ' — 
Go, I am half angiy with you, foi leading me on in 
this mannei, against myself This looks so aitful, that 
I won’t love you ' — Deal su ' — ^And deal madam, too ' 
Begone ' I say — You have suipiised me by ail, when 
youi talent is nature, and you should keep to that 

I was sadly balked, and had neithei power to go noi 
stay ' — At last, seeing I had put him into a kind ol 
flutter, as now he had put me, I moved my Unwilling 
feet towaids the dooi — He took a tmn about the 
closet mean-time — ^Yet stay, said he, there is something 
so ^nerous in youi ait, that, on recollection, I cannot 
part with you 

^e took notice of the starting teai — I am to blame ' 
— You had surprised me so, that my hasty tempei got 
the bettei of my consideration Let me kiss away this 
pearly fugitive Forgive me, my dealest love ' What 
an mconsideiate biute am I, when compaied to such 
an angel as my Pamela ' I see at once, now, all the 
force, and all the meiit, of youi amiable generosity 
And to make you amends foi this my hastiness, I will 
coolly consider of the matter, and will eithei satisfy 
you by my compliance, oi by the leasons which I will 
give for tlie contiaiy 

But say, my Pamela , can you forgive my haishness ^ 
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— Can II Yes, indeed, sii, piessing his hand to my 
lips , and bid me go, and begone, twenty times a day, 
if I am to be thus kindly called back to you, thus 
nobly and condescendingly tieated, m the same breath ' 
— I see, dear sir, continued I, that I must be in fault, 
if evei you aie lastingly displeased with me — For as 
soon as you tuin yomself about, your anger vanishes, 
and you make me rich amends foi a few haish woids 
Only one thing, deai sii, let me add If I have dealt 
aitfiilly with you, impute it to my fear of offending you, 
thiough the natuie of my petition, and not to design, 
and that I took the example of the prophet, to king 
David, in the paiable of the ewe-lamb 

I lemembei it, my deal — ^and you have well pointed 
your parable, and had nothing to do, but to say. Thou 
art the man i 

I am called upon by my deal benefactoi for a little 
ailing, and he suffeis me only to conclude this long 
letter, knowing to whom I have the honoui to write, 
this being post-day And so I am obliged, with 
greater abruptness than I had designed, to mention 
thankfully your ladyship’s goodness to me , particularly 
m that kind, kind letter,* in behalf of my dear parents, 

had a cei tain event taken place Mi B shewed 

It to me this mot rung j and not befoie — I believe, for 
feai I should have been so much oppiessed by the 
sense of your ladyship’s unmerited goodness to me, 
had he let me know of it befoie youi depaituie from 
us, that I should not have been able to look up at you, 
heaping favours and blessings upon me, as you houily 
weie doing besides What a happy creature am I ' — 
But my gratitude luns me into length, and sorry I am 
that I cannot have time just now to indulge it 


See Lettei VI in this Volume, p 44 
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But yet I am apt sometimes to doubt, whethei I 
ought to think myself so veiy happy, and whether it 
IS not an argument of a mean spirit, because I am 
under obligations, unreturnabh obligations, to every 
living soul, as well as to your ladyship , and yet can 
lejoice in them, as if it was such a glorious thing to be 
obliged, when it is not in one’s power to oblige again 

Is there nothing, my dear Lord and Lady D avers , 
is there nothing, my deal lady countess, and my good 

Lord C , that I can do, to shew, at least, that I 

have a w*//, and am not an ungiateful and a sordid 
cieature ^ 

And yet, if you give me power to do any thing that 
will have the appearance of a return, even that po’wer 
will be laying a fiesh obligation upon me — ^Which, 
however, I should be veiy proud of, because I should 
thereby convince you, by something moie than words, 
how much I am, (most paiticulaily, my dearest Lady 
Davers, my sistei, my friend, my patroness,) 

Youi most obliged and faithful servant, 

P B 

Your dear brother joms m respectful thankfulness 
• to his four noble gossips And I made my Billy, 
• by his lipb, subsciibe his. I hope so to diiect 
his earliest notions, as to make him sensible of 
his dutiful obligation 


LETTER XII 

LADV DAVERS, TO MRS B 

My Dearest Pamela, 

Talk not to us of unretuinable obligations, 
and all that, as in your last lettei You do moie for 
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us, in the enteitamment you give us all by your letters, 
than we have done, or ever can do, foi you And as 
to me, I know no gieatei pleasure in the woild, than 
that which my brothel’s fdicity and youis gives me 
God continue this felicity to you both I am sure it 
will be hts fault, and not yours, if it be at all diminished 
We have heard some idle lumouis heie, as if you 
wei e a little uneasy of late , and having not had a 
lettei fiom you foi this fortnight past, it makes me 
wiite, to ask, how you all do ^ and whether you 
expected an answei fiom me to youi last^ 

I hope you won’t be punctilious with me, my 
Pamela Foi we have nothmg to wiite to you about, 
except il be, how much we all love and honoui yon , 
and that you believe alieady, oi else you don’t do us 
justice 

I suppose you’ll be going out of town soon, now the 
pailiament is rising My lord is lesolved to put his 
pioxy into another hand, and mtends, 1 believe, to 
take ray bi other’s advice in it Both the eail and his 
loidship are highly pleased with my biothei’s model ate 
and independent piinciples He has got great ciedit 
among all unprejudiced men, by the part he acted 
thioughout the last sessions, m which he' has shCwn, 
that lie would no moie jom to distress and clog Oie 
wheels of government, by an unreasonable opposition, 
than he would do the duty work of any administration 
As he has so noble a fortune, and wants nothing of 
any body, he would be doubly to blame, to take any 
other pait tlian that of his countiy, in which he has so 
gieat a stake 

May he act out of the house, and tn the house, with 
equal honoui, and he will be his countiy’ s pride, and 
youi piide, and mine too ’ Which is the wish of 
Youi affectionate sister, 

B DaV£RS 
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If you want a pietence to kiss my dear boy, give 
him now and then one for me I hope he im- 
proves, under the eye of so caieful a mamma , the 
little rogue will else be unworthier than I wish 
him to be I hope you proceed with my book 
I must see youi obseivations on Locke too 
*Twas a chaiming pietty thought of youis, that 
of Miss Goodwin A hasty wietch ' How 
could he be angiy ^ — ^"Twas well he so soon 
considered of the mattei, and asked paidon 


LETTER Xm 

MRS B , TO LADY DA VERS 

My Dearest Lady, 

I have been a little m disoidei, that I have 
Some few mbs have happened I hope they wiU be 
happily removed. But I am unwilling to believe all 
that 18 said This is a wicked town, though I wish 
we were out of it But I see not when that will be 

I wish Ml B would peiimt me and my Billy to 

go tnto Kent But I don't care to leave him behind 
mft, neithei and he is not mchned to go Excuse 
my brevity, my deaiest lady — But I must bieak off, 
with only assuring youi ladyship, that I am, and ever 
will be, 

Your obliged and giateful 

P. B 
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LETTER XIV 

LADY DAVEK.S, TO MRS B 

M\ Dearest Pamela, 

I undei stand things go not so well as I wish 
If you think my coming up to town, and lesiding with 
you, while you stay in it, will be of sei\ice to you, or 
help to get you out of it, I wiU set out diiectly I 
will pretend some indisposition, and a desiie of con- 
sulting the London physicians , oi any thing you shall 
think fit to be done, by 

Youi affectionate sistei, 

And faithful fiiend, 

B Daiers 


LETTER XV 

MRS B , TO LADY DAYERS 

My Dearest Lady, 

A thousand thanks foi your goodness to me 
But I hope all will be well I hope God will enable 
me to act so piudent a pait, as will touch his genecous 
breast Be pleased to tell me what youi ladyship Bas 
heaid but it becomes not me, I think, till I cannot 
help It, to make any appeals , foi, I know, those will 
not be excused and I do all I can to suppress my 
uneasiness befoie him But I pay for it, when I am 
alone My nuiseiy, and my reliance on God, (I 
should ha\e said the lattei fiist,) are all my consolation 
— God pieseive and bless you, my good lady, and my 
noble lord ' (but I am apt to dunk youi ladyship’s 
presence will not avail,) pi ays 

Youi affectionate and obliged 

P. B 
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LETTER XVI 

LADY D AVERS, TO MRS B 

Why does not my sweet girl subscribe sister ^ as usual ^ 
I have done nothing amiss to you ' I lo-ve you deaily, 
and e\er will I can’t help my bi other’s faults But 
I hope he tieats you with politeness and decency. 
He shall be none of my biothei if he don’t I 
rest a great deal upon youi prudence , and it will be 
\eiy meritorious, if you can OAeicome yourself, so as to 
act unexceptionably, though it may not be deseived, on 
this occasion For, in doing so, you’ll have a triumph 
ovei natuie itself, foi, my deal giil, as you have 
forraeily owned, you have a little touch of jealousy in 
youi composition.* 

What I have heaid, is no seciet to any body The 
injured paity is genei ally the last who heais m these 
cases, and you shall not fiist be told any thing by me 
that must ^tct you, but cannot you, more than it does 
me God give you patience and comfoi t ' The 
Wicked lady has a deal to answer foi, to distuib such 
an uncommon happiness But no moi e, than that I am 
■ Your evei affectionate sister, 

B Davers 

I am all impatience to hear how you conduct your- 
self upon this trying occasion Let me know 'what 
you have heaid, and ho^w you came to heai it 


See Vol m p 374 
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LETTER XVII 

MRS B , TO LIDY DA\ERS 

Why don’t I subsciibe sistei ^ asks my dearest Lady 
Da\ers — I have not had the comage to do it of late 
Foi my title to that honom aiises fiom the dear, thrice 

deal Ml B ' And how long I may be permitted 

to call him mine, I cannot say But since you com- 
mand It, I will call youi ladyship by that beloved name, 
let the lest happen as God shall see fit 

Mr B cannot be impolite, in the main , but he 

IS cold, and a little cioss, and shoit in his speeches to 
me I tiy to hide my grief from eveiy body, and 
most hom him , foi, my deal lady, neithei my father, 
mothei, noi Miss Darnroid, know any thing flora me 
Mis Jeivis, from whom I seldom hide any thing, as 
she IS on the spot with me, heais not my complainings, 
noi my uneasiness foi I would not lessen the dear 
man He may yet see the eiioi of the way he is in 
God giant it, foi his own sake, as well as mine ' — 
I am even soiiy youx ladyship xs afflicted with tlxe 
knowledge of the mattei 

The poor unhappy lady, God fox give hex ' is to be 
pitied She loves him, and having strong passions, and 
being unused to be controlled, is lost to a sense of 
honom and justice' Pool, pooi lady' — O these 
wicked raasqueiades ' From them springs all my 
unhappiness My Spanxaid was too amiable, and met 
with a lady who was no nun, but in habit Eieiy one 
was taken with him m that habit, so suited to the 
natural dignity of his person — O these wicked, wicked 
masquerades ' 

I am ah patience in appearance, all uneasiness in 
leality I did not think I could, especially in this 
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point, this most affecting point, be such an hypociite 
It has cost me — Youi ladyship knows not what it has 
cost me — to be able to assume that charactei ^ Yet 
my eyes aie swelled widi crying, and look red, although 
I am always bieathing on my hand, and patting them 
with that, and my waim bieath, to hide the distress 
that will, from ray over-charged heait, appeal in them 

Then he says, What’s the mattei with the little fool ^ 
You’re always in this way of late ' What ails you, 
Pamela ^ 

Only a little vapouiish, sir ' — Nasty vapours ' Don’t 
be angiy at me ' — Then Billy, I thought, was not veiy 
well ' 

This boy will spoil your temper At this rate, what 
should be your joy, will become your misfoitune Don’t 
receue me in this manner, I charge you 

In what mannei, sii •* I always receive you with a 
giateful heait ' If any thing troubles me, it is in youi 
absence But see, sir, (then I try to smile and seem 
pleased,) I am all sunshine now you are come ' — Don’t 
you see I am ^ 

Yes, your sunshme of late is all through a cloud ' — 
I know not what’s the mattei with you Your temper 
will »ltei, and then 

it shan’t alter, sii — it shan’t — if I can help it — ^And 
then I kissed his hand , that dear hand, that, perhaps, 
was last about his more beloved countess’s neck — 
Distracting leflection ' 

But come, may be I think the woi st ' — T o be sure 
I do ' — For my appiehensions were ever afoiehand 
with events , and bad must be the case, if it is worse 
than I think it ' But it will ripen of itself , it is a 
corroding evil It will mcrease to its crisis, and then it 
may dissipate happily, or end in death ' 

All that grieves me, (foi I have had the happiness 
of a whole life ciowded thick upon me in a few past 
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months, and so ought to be giatefiil for the good I have 
reaped,) is foi his own dear sake, foi his soul’s sake — 
But, come, he is a young gentleman, and may see his 
erroi — This may be a trial to A/m, as well as to me 
And if he should conquei it, what a chaiming thing 
would that be * 

You command me to let you know what I have 
heaid, and how I came to heai it I told youi lady- 
ship, in one of my former,'’’’ that two gentlemen, brought 
up to the law, but above the practice of it, though, I 
doubt, not above piactices less honouiable, had visited 
us on coming to town 

They have been often heie smce, Mr Turner parti- 
cularly , and sometimes by himself, when Mi B 

has happened to be out , and he it was, as I guessed, 
that gave me, at the wicked masqueiade, the advice to 
look after my Musidoius f 

I did not like their visits, and his much less foi 
he seemed to me a man of an intiiguing spiiit But, 

about thiee weeks ago, Mi B ^ setting out upon a 

party of pleasure to Oxfoid, he came, and pietending 
great business with me, and I happening to be at 
breakfast in the parlour, only Polly attending me, 
admitted him to drink a dish of chocolate with me 
And, when Polly had stept out, he told me, pfter 
many apologies, tliat he had discovered who the nun 
was at the masqueiade, that had engaged Mi B 

I said. It was very indifFeient to me who the lady 
was 

He replied, (making stdl more apologies, and pre- 
tending gieat leluctance to speak out,) that it was no 
less a lady than jthe young Countess Dowager of 

, a lady noted for her wit and hei beauty, but 

of a gay disposition, though he believed not yet 
culpable. 

'*■ See 'Vol III p 335 


+ See Vol IV p i6 
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I wab alarmed, bat would not let him see it , and 
he lan into the topic of the injustice of married men, 
who had virtuous wives, and gave themselves up to 
intrigues of this kind 

I lemembered some of Mr B ’s lessons foimeily, 

of which I once gave your ladyship a transcript,* 
paiticularly that of drawmg a kmd veil over his faults, 
and extenuating those I could not hide, and, still more 
paiticulaily, that caution, that if ever rakes attempted 
a mariied woman, then encouiagement pioceeded from 
the slights and contempts with which they endeavouied 
to possess hei against hei husband, and I told Mr 

Turner, that I was so well satisfied in Mi B ’s 

affection foi me, and his well-known honour, that I 
could not think myself obliged to any gentleman, who 
should endeavour to give me a less opinion of eithei 
than I ought to have 

He then bluntly told me, that the veiy paity Ml 

B was upon, was with the countess for one, and 

the Loid , who had marixed her sister 

I said, 1 was glad he was in such good company, 
and wished him all manner of pleasure in it 

He hoped, he said, he might trust to my discretion, 

that i would not let Mr B know fiom whom I 

had* the information that, mdeed, his motive in 
mentiomng it to me, was self-mteiest , for that he had 
presumed to make some oveitmes of an honouiable 
nature to the countess, in his own behalf , which had 
been rejected since that masquerade night And that 
he hoped the prudent use I would make of the in- 
timation, might, somehow, be a means to bieak off 
that coriespondence, before it was attended with bad 
consequences 

I told him coldly, though it stung me to the heart, 
that I should not interfere in the mattei at all that I 
^ See Vol n p zz8, et seq 
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was fully assured of Mr B ’s honour , and was 

sorry he, Mr Tuinei, had so bad an opinion of a lady 
for whom he professed so high a consideration And, 
using up, Will you excuse me, sii, that I cannot attend 
at all to such a subject as this , and think 1 ought not , 
and so must withdraw ^ 

Only, madam, one woid He offered to take my 
hand, but I would not permit it — ^And then he swore 
a great oath, that he had told me his true and his only 
motive and that letters had passed between the 

countess and Mr B , adding, that one day I 

would blame myself for not endeavouring to stifle a 
flame, that might now, perhaps, be kept under, but 
which, if It got head, would be of more fatal conse- 
quence to my repose, than I at present imagined — 
But, said he, I beg you’ll keep it within your own 
breast, else, from two oUch hnsty spirits, as his and mine, 
It may possibly be attended with still woise consequences 

1 will never, sir, entei mto a subject, that is not 
propel to be communicated, every tittle of it, to Mi 

B , and this must be my excuse for withdrawing 

And away I went from him 

Your ladyship will judge with how uneasy a heart , 
which became more so, when I sat down to leflect 
upon what he had told me But I was resolved to 
give It as little credit as I could, or that any thing 

would come of it, till Mr B ’s own behaviour 

should convince me, to my affliction, that I had some 
reason to be alarmed So I opened not my lips about 
It, not even to Mis. Jervis 

At Ml B ’s return, I received him in my usual 

affectionate and unreserved manner , and he behaved 
himself to me with his accustomed goodness and 
kindness , or , at least, with so little difference,, that 
had not Mr Turner’s offlciousness made me more 
watchful, I should not have perceived it 
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But next day a lettei was bi ought by a footman foi 

Ml B He was out so John gave it to me 

The supeisciiption was a lady’s wilting the seal, the 
dowager lady’s, with a coionet This gave me great 

uneasiness And when Mr B came in, I said, 

Here is a letter foi you, sir , and fiom a lady too ' 
What then ^ — said he, with quickness 
I was balked, and withdiew Foi I saw him tuin 
the seal about and about, as if he would see whethei 
I had endeavouied to look into it 

He needed not to have been so afiaid , foi I would 
not have done such a thing, had I known my life was 
to depend upon it 

I went up, and could not help weeping at his quick 
answei yet I did my endeavoui to hide it, when he 
came up 

Was not my giil a little mquisitive upon me just 
now^ 

I spoke pleasantly, su — But you were veiy quick on 
your girl 

’Tis my tempei, my dear — You know I mean 
nothing You should not mind it 

I should not, sir, if I had been used to it 
He looked at me with sternness — Do you doubt 
m^ honoui , madam ^ 

Madam ! did you say, sn ^ — I won’t take that 
woid* — Deal an, call it back — I won’t be called 
madam f — Call me your giil, your lustic, your Pamela 
— Call me any thing but madam t 

My charraei ' then , my life i my soul ' will any 
of those do ^ and saluted me But, whatever you do, 
let me not see that you have any doubts of my honoui 
to you 

The veiy mention of the word, deal sii, is a security 
to me , I want no other , I cannot doubt But if you 
speak shot t to me, how shall I bear that ^ 
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He withdiew, speaking nothing of the contents of 
his lettei , as I daie say he would, had the subject 
been such as he chose to mention to me 

We being alone, aftei suppei, I took the libeity 
to ask him, AVho was of his paity to Oxford? 

He named the Viscountess and hei lord, Mi 

Howaid and his daughtei. Mi Heibeit and his lady 
And I had a paitnei too, my deai, to repiesent 
you 

I am much obliged to the lady, sii, be she who she 
would 

Why, my deal, you aie jo engaged in your nuiseiy I 
Then this was a sudden thing, as, you know, I told 
you 

Nay, Ml, as long as ic VTas .^gieeable to you, I had 
nothing to do but to be pleased with it 

He watched my eyes, and the tuin pf my counte- 
nance — You look, Pamela, as if you’d be glad to letuin 
the lady thanks in pel son Shall I engage hei to'^O^it 
you ? She longs to see you 

Sii — sn — hesitated I — as you please — I can’t be — 

I can’t be — displeased 

Displeased f — inteiiupted he Why that woid ? and 
why that hesitation in youi answei ? You speak \eiy 
volubly, my deal, when you’ie not moved ^ 

Dear sii, said I, almost as quick as he was. Why 
should I be moved ? What occasion is theie foi it? 

I hope you have a bettei opinion of me, than 

Than what, Pamela? — ^What would you say? I 
know you’re a little jealous logue, I know you aie 
But, deal sii, why should you think of imputing 
jealousy to me on this scoie' — ^What a cieatuie must 
I be, if you could not be abioad with a lady^ but I 
must be jealous of you? — ^No, sii, I have leason to 
rely upon your honoui , and I do lely upon it , 
and 
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And what^ Why, my dear, you aie giving me 
assurances as if you thought the case lequued it' 

Ah ' thought I, so It does, I see too plainly, 01 
apprehend I do , but I dmst not say so, noi give him 
any hint about my infoimant, though now I was 
enough conliinied of the tiuth of what Mi Turner 
had told me 

Yet I lesolved, if possible, not to alter my conduct 
But my frequent weepings, when by myself, could not 
be lud as I wished , ray eyes not keeping my heart’s 
counsel 

And this gives occasion to some of the stern words 
which I have mentioned above 

All that he further said at this time, was, with a 
negligent, yet a deteiramed an — ^Well, Pamela, don’t 
be doubtful of my honour You know how much I 
love you But, one day or other, I shall gratify this 
lady’s cuiiosity, and will bimg hei to pay you a visit, 
and you shall see you need not be ashamed of her 
acquaintance — Whenevei you please, sir — was all I 
caied to say farther , for I saw he was upon the 
catch, and looked stedfastly upon me whenever I 
moved my lips , and I am not a finished hypocrite, 
and •he can lead the hnes of one’s face, and the 
motions of one’s heart, I thmk 

I am BUie mine is a very uneasy one But, till I 
1 effected, and weighed well the matter, it was worse , 
and my natural imperfection of this sort made me see 
a necessity to be the more watchful ovei myself, and 
to doubt my own prudence And thus I reasoned, 
when he withdrew 

Here, thought I, I have had a greater proportion of 
happiness, without alloy, fellen to my shaie, than any 
of my sex , and I ought to be prepared for some 
trials 

’Tis true, this is of the sorest kind , ’tis worse 
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than death itself to me, who had an opinion of the deai 
man’s lefoimation, and piided myself not a little on that 
account So that the blow is full upon my sole place 
’Tis on the side I could be the most easily penetrated 
But Achilles could be touched only m his heel , and if 
he was to die by an enemy’s hand, must not the airow 
find out that only vulneiable place ? — My jealousy is 
that place with me, as youi ladyship obseives ,* but it is 
seated deepei than the heel It is in my /learf The 
baibed dait has found that out, and theie it sticks up to 
the veiy featheis 

Yet, thought I, I will take caie tliat I do not ex- 
aspeiate him by upbiaidings, when I should tiy to mo\e 
him by patience and foibeaiance Foi the breach of 
/j:s duty cannot wall ant the neglect of m/»e My busi- 
ness IS to leclaim, and not to piovoke And when, if 
It please God, this stoim shall be ovei blown, let me 
not, by my piesent behavioui, leave any loom for heait- 
butnings , but, like a skilfiil suigeon, so heal the wound 
to the bottom, though tlie opeiation be painful, that it 
may not fester and bleak out again with fresh violence, 
on futuie misundei standings, if any shall happen 

He IS a young gentleman, has been used to have his 
own will, thought I This may be a peimitted st/imb- 
ling-block in his way, to make him stand the fiiraei 
when lecoveied The lady may be unhappy, that she 
cannot conquei hei faulty love They may both see 
then eiioi, and stop shoit of ciime If not, he is a 
man of fine sense , he may run an undue length, but 
may reclaim, and then I shall be Am supeiior, by my 
pieseived viitue and duty, and have it in my powei to 
forgeot him, and so i epay him some of those obligations 
which I shall nevei otherwise have it in my power to 
repay , — ^nor indeed wish to have it m this way, if it 
please God to pi event it 

* See p 8i 
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Then, thought I, how much bettei is it to be the 
suffering than the offending ^ — But yet, madam, to 
have so ffne a gentleman, who had advanced so fai up the 
hill of viitue, to slide back all at once, and (between 
youi ladyship and me) to have lira sink down to the 
chaiactei he had despised , and, at last, if his life 
should be spaied, (as is my hourly piayer,) to have him 
carry his vices into advanced yeais, and become such 
a poor man, as we see Sii Simon Dainfoid, retaining a 
love of his juvenile folhes, even aftei the pi actice has 
left him How my heart shuddeis at such a thought 
for my Mr B ' 

Well, but, thought I, let the woist come to the woist, 
he, pel haps, may be so good as to permit me to pass 
the remainder of my days, with ray deal Billy, in Kent, 
with my father and mo^er, and so, when I cannot 
rejoice in possession of a virtuous husband, I shall be 
employed in praying foi him, and enjoy a twofold 
happiness, that of doing my own duty to my deal 
baby — and a pleasmg entertainment that will be i — and 
that of comfoiting my worthy patents, and being com- 
forted by them, — and no small consolation this '—And 
who knows but I may be permitted to steal a visit now 
and then to dear Lady Davers, and be called sistei, and 
be deemed a faultless sistei too ' — and that will be a 
fine thing But lemembei, my dear lady, that if evei 
it come to this, I will not beat that, foi my sake, you 
shall, with too much aspenty, blame youi biothei , foi 
I will be ingenious to find excuses 01 extenuations for 
him, and I will now and then, in some disguised 
habit, steal the pleasuie of seeing him, although at the 
same time I may see his happiei countess , and give 
him, with a silent tear, my blessing for the good I and 
mme have reaped at his hands 

But, oh ' If he takes from me my Bdly, who mudt, 
after all, be his heir, and gives him to the cruel countess, 
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he will at once buist aaundei the strings of my heart ' 
For, oh, my happy iivaless ' if you teai from me my 
husband, he is in his own disposal, and I cannot help 
It — ^Nor can I, indeed, if he will give you my Billy 
But this I am sure of, diat my child and my life must 
go togethei ' 

Youi ladyship will think I lave Indeed I am al- 
most ciazed at times Foi the deal man is so negligent, 
so cold, so haughty, that I cannot beai it He says, 
just now, You aie quite altered, Pamela I believe I 
am, madam But what can I do ? He knows not 
that I know so much I dare not tell him Foi he 
will have me then leveal my mtelligencei And what 
may be the case between them ? 

I weep in the mght, when he is asleep , and in the 
day, when he is absent And I am happy when I can, 
unobserved, steal this pool relief I believe alieady I 
have shed as many teais as would drown my baby 
How many more I may have to shed, God only 
knows I — Foi, O madam • aftei all my foititude, and 
my lecollection, to fall fiom so much happiness, and so 
soon, is a trying thing ’ 

But 1 will still hope the best, and resign to God’s 
will, and his, and see how fai he will be pernutted to 
exercise me. So don’t, my good lady, be overmuch 
concerned for me — Foi you know I am apt to be too 
apprehensive And, should this mattei blow over, I 
shall be ashamed of my weakness, and the trouble I 
must give to youi generous heart, for one so undeservedly 
favoured by you, as is 

Your obliged sister, and most humble servant, 

P B 

Deal madam, let no soul see any pait of this our 
present correspondence, for your brother’s sake, 
and youi sake, and my sake 
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LETTER XVIII 

L4Dy DA VERS, TO MRS H 

My Dearest Pamela, 

You need not be ail aid of any body’s know- 
ing what passes between us on this cutting subject 
Though I heal of it fiom eveiy mouth, yet I pretend 
*tis all falsehood and mahce Yet Lady Betty will 
have It, that theie is moie in it than I will own , and 
that I know my bi other’s wickedness, by my pensive 
looks She will make a vow, she says, nevei to mairy 
any man living 

I am gieatly moved by youi affecting peiiods 
Charming Pamela ' what a tempest do you laise in 
one’s mind, when yon please, and lay it too, at your 
oMra will ' Youi colourings are stiong , but I hope your 
imagination caines you much farthei than it is possible 
he should go 

I am pleased with your prudent reasonings, and your 
wise resolutions I see nobody can advise oi help you 
God only can ' And his duection you beg so hourly, 
that Lmake no doubt you will have it 

What vexes me is, that when the noble uncle of this 
vile lady — (why don’t you call her so, as well as I^) 
— expostulated with her on the scandals she brought 
upon her character and family, she pretended to argue, 
foohsh ci |ature > foi polygamy , and said. She had 
rather /^e ^ certain gentleman’s second wife, than the 
first to/the greatest man m England 

I leave you to your own workings , but if I find 
your prudence unrewarded by the wretch, the storm 
you saw raised at the Hall, shall be nothing to the 
hurricane I will excite, .to tear up by the roots all the 
happiness the two wretches propose to themselves 
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Don’t let my intelligence, which is undoubted, grieve 
you overmuch Tiy some way to move the wietch 
What must be done must be by touching his generosity 
He has that in some peifection But how in this case 
to move It, is beyond my powei oi skill to piesciibe 
God bless you, my deaiest Pamela ' You shall be 
my only sistei And I will nevei own my brother, if 
he be so base to youi supeilative meiit Adieu once 
moie, 

Fiom youi sistei and fiiend, 

B Davers 


LETTER XIX 

MRS B , TO LADY OARERS 

My Dearest Lady, 

A thousand thanks foi youi kind, youi truly 

sistei ly lettei and advice Mi B is just returned 

fiom a tom tp Portsmouth, with the countess, I 
believe, hut am not sure 

Heie I am foiced to leave olF 
Let me scratch through this last suimise Itsseems 
she was not with him. This is some comfoit, 
however 

He IS veiy kind , and Billy not being well, when he 
came in, my giief passed off without blame He has 
said a gieat many tender things to me but added, that 
if I gave myself so much uneasiness every time the 
child ailed any thing, he would hire the nurse to over- 
lay him Bless me, madam' what haid-hearted, what 
shocking things are these men capable of saying ' — The 
farthest fiom their hearts, indeed so they had need — 
For he was as glad of the child’s being bettei as I 
could be 
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In the morning he went out in die chariot for about 
an houi, and letuined in a good humour, saying twenty 
agreeable things to me, which makes me so pioud, and 
so pleased' 

He IS gone out again 

Could I but find this matter happily conquered, foi 
his own soul’s sake' — But he seems, by what your 
ladyship mentions, to have earned this polygamy pomt 
with the lady 

Can I live with him, madam, — Ought I — if this be the 
case ^ I have it under his hand, that the laws of his 
countiy weie sufficient to deter him fiom this practice 
But, alas ' he knew not this countess then ' 

But here I must break off 

He IS leturned, and commg up Go into my bosom 
for the piesent, 0 lettei dedicated to deal Lady 
Daveis ' — Come to my hand, tlie play employment, so 
unsuited to my piesent afflicted mmd ' — Here he comes ' 

0 madam, madam ' my heait is almost broken ' — 

Just now, Mr B tells me, that the countess 

dowager, and the viscountess her sister, aie to be here 
to ses ray Billy, and to drmk tea with me, this very 
aftevioon ' 

1 was all confusion, when he told me this I looked 
aiound and around, and upon every thing but him 

Will not my friends be welcome, Pamela ^ said he 
sternly 

O yes, n, veiy welcome ' — ^But I have these 
wretched vapours so, that I wish I might be excused 
— I wish I might be allowed to take an airing m the 
chariot for two or three hours , for I shall not be fit 
to be seen by such — ladies — said I, half out of breath 

You’ll be fit to be seen by nobody, my dear, if you 
go on thus — But do as you please 
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He was going, and I took his hand Stay, deal 
sir, let me know what you would have me do If you 
would have me stay, I will 

To be suie I would 

Well, sir, then I will Foi it is haid, thought I, if 
an innocent peison cannot look up, m hei own house 

too, as It lb at piesent, as I may say, to a guilty one ' 

Guilty in hei heait, at least, — ^though, poor lady, I 
hope she is not so in fact, and, if God heais my 
prayeib, nevei will, for all thiee of om bakes 

But, madam, think foi me, what a task I have f 
How my heait thiobs m my bosom • How I tiemble ' 
How I stiuggle with myself What lules I form for 
my behavioui to this naughty lady ' How they are 
dashed in pieces as soon as formed, and new ones taken 
up ' And yet I doubt myself when I come to the 
test 

But one thing will help me I pity the pooi lady, 
and as she comeb with the heait of a robbei, to invade 
me in ray lawful light, I piide myself m a superiority 
ovei this countess , and will endeavour to shew her the 
counti y girl in a light winch would bettei become her 
to appeal in 

I mubt be foiced to leave off here foi Mi B-* — 
lb just come in to receive his guests , and I am m a sad 
flutter upon it All my resolution fails me What 
bhall I do' — O that this countess was come, and gone' 
— I tremble bo, that I shall behave like a gmlty one 
befoie the guilty, who Will enjoy then minds. I’ll 
wan ant, ab if they were innocent' — ^Why should that 
be' — But surely, if all was bad, as this Turner has 
said, they could not act thus barbarously by me ' For 
I have not deseived to be given up to be insulted ' I 
hope I have not ' — for what have I done ? 

I have one comfoit, howevei, in the raidht of all my 
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griefs , and that is m your ladyship’s goodness, which 
gives me leave to assume the honoured title, that, let 
what will happen, will always give me equal pride and 
pleasure, in subscribing myself 

Your ladyship’s obhged sister. 

And humble servant, 

P B . 


LETTER XX 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

My Dear Lady, 

I wiU now piusue my last affecting subject , 
for the visit is ovei , but a sad situation I am in with 

Ml B for all that But, bad as it is. I’ll tiy to 

foiget It, till I come to it in couise 

At four m the afteinoon Mr B came in to 

receive his guests, whom he expected at five He 
came up to me I had just closed my last letter , but 
put It up, and set before me your ladyship’s play 
subjects 

So^ Pamela ' — How do you do now ^ 

Your ladyslnp may guess, but what I wiote befoie, 
that I could not give any extraordinaiy account of 
myself — ^As well — as well, sir, as possible — Half out 
of breath 

You give yourself strange melancholy aiis of late, 
my dear — ^You don’t do well — ^All that cheerfulness, 
which used to delight me whenever I saw you, I’m 
sorry foi it, is quite vanished of late — ^You and I must 
shortly have a little seiious talk together 

When you please, sir — I believe it is only not being 
used to this smoky thick air of London ' — I shall be 
better when you cairy me into the country — I daie 

VOL IV F 
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say 1 shall — But I nevei was in London so long 
befoie, you know, su 

All in good time, Pamela ' — But is this the best 
appeal ance you choose to make, to leceive such 
guests ^ 

If It displease you, su, I will diess otherwise m a 
minute 

You look well in any thing But I thought you’d 
have been bettei diessed — ^Yet it would never have 
less become you , foi of late youi eyes have lost that 
biilliancy tliat u^ed to stiike me with a lustie much 
sui passing that of the finest diamonds 

I am soiry foi it, su — ^But, as I never could piide 
myself in deseiving such a kind compliment, I should 

be too happy, (forgive me, my deaiest Mr B ,) 

if the failuie be not latliei in your eyes than in mtne 

He looked at me stedfastly — I feai, Pamela — But 
don’t be a fool 

You aie angiy with me, su ' j 

No, not L 

Would you have me diess bettei ^ 

No, not I If youi eyes looked a little mcjie 
brilliant, you want no addition 

Down he went. *. 

Stiange, short speeches these, my lady, t^WH^-»>— ii 
have lieaid fiom his dear mouth ' — Yet tht<m in a sad it 
rob me of the merit of a patient suffeier, I am Wh-'-, 4 
thought I ’ p ^ 

Now, ray lady, as I doubted not my rival would 
come adorned with every outward ornament, I put on 
only a white damask gown, having no desue to vie 
wiiii her in appearance , for a virtuous and honest heait 
IS my gloiy, I bless God ' I wish the countess had 
the same to boast of 

About five, their ladyships came in the countess’s 
new chariot, for she has not been long out of her 
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transitory mourning, and dressed as rich as jewels, and 
a profusion of expense, could make hei 

I saw them fiom the window alight O how my 
heait throbbed • — Lie still, said I, busy thing ' Why 
all this emotion ^ — Those shimng ornaments cover not 
such a guileless flutterer as thou Why then all this 
emotion ^ 

Polly Barlow came up instantly fjom Mi. B 

I hastened down tremble, tiemble, tremble, went 
my feet, in spite of all the resolution I had been 
endeavour ing so long to collect together 

Mr B presented the countess to me, both of 

us covered with blushes, but fiom very diffeient 
motives, as I imagme 

The Countess of ^ my deal 

She saluted me, and looked, as I thought, half with 
envy, half with shame But one is apt to foim people's 
countenances by what one judges of then hearts 
0 too lovely, too charming rival ' thought I — 
Would to Heaven I saw less attraction in you ' — For, 
mdeed, indeed, madam, she is a charming lady ' — Yet 

she could not help calling me Mi s B , that was 

some pride to me , every htde distinction is a pride to 
me now — and said, she hoped I would excuse the 
liberty she had taken but the charactei given of me 

by Mr B , made her desirous of paying her 

respects to me. 

0 these villanous masquerades ' thought I — You 
would never have wanted to see me, but for them, pool 
naughty nun, that was ' 

Mr B presented also the viscountess to me I 

saluted her ladyship , her sister saluted me 

She IS a graceful lady , better, as I hope, in heai t, 
but not equal in person to her sistei. 

You have a charming boy, I am told, madam , but 
no wonder from such a pau ' 
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0 dear heait, thought I, I’n’t it so ' — Yom ladyship 
may guess what I thought faithei 

Will yom ladyship see him now > said Mi 
B 

He did not look down, no, not one bit ' — though 
the countess played with liei fan, and looked at him, 
and looked at me, and then looked down by tuins, 
a little consciously , while I wiapt up myself in my 
innocence, ray first flutteis being ovei, and thought I 
was superior, by leason of tliat, even to a countess 
With all hei heait, she said 

1 lang Polly, bid nmse bung my Billy down — 
My, said I with an emphasis 

I met the nurse at the stalls foot, and bi ought iii 
my deal baby in my ainib Such a child, and such a 
mamma ' said the viscountess 

Will you give mastei to my arms one moment, 
madam!* said the countess 

Yes, thought I, much rathei than my deal naughty 
gentleman should any othei 

I yielded it to hei I thought she would have stifled 
It with hei waiin kisses Sweet boy ' Chaiming 
cieatuie ' And pressed it to hei too lovely bosom 
with such emotion, looking on the child, and on ’’Mi 

B , that I liked it not by any means 

Go, you naughty lady • thought I — But I durst 
not say so And go, naughty man, too ' thought I , 
foi you seem to look too much giatilied in youi piide, 
by her fondness foi yom boy I wish I did not love 
you so well as I do • — But neithei, youi ladyship may 
believe, did I say tins 

Ml B looked at me, but with a biaveiy, I 

thought, too like what I had been a witness to, in 
some foimei scenes, in as bad a cause But, thought 
I, God delivered me then I will confide in him — 
He will no^u, I doubt not, lestore thy heait to my 



PAMELA 


lOI 

prayers , untainted, I hope, foi thy own dear sake as 
well as mine 

The viscountess took the child fiom her sistei, and 
kissed him with gieat pleasure She is a maiiied lady 

Would to God the countess was so too ' foi Mr B 

nevei coiiesponded, as I told youi ladyship once,^ 
with man led ladies So I was not afiaid of her love 
to my Billy — But let me, said the viscountess, hive 
the pleasure of restoring master to his churning mamma 
I thought, added she, I nevei saw a loveliei sight in 
my life, than when in his mamma’s aims 

Why, I Lont sayt said the countess, but mastei and 
his mamma do ciedit to one anothei Deal madam, 
let us have tlie pleasuie of seeing him still on youi lap, 
while he is so good 

I wondeied the deal baby was so quiet , though, 
indeed, he is geneially so But he might suiely, if but 
by sympathy, have complained foi his poor mamma, 
though she duist not for heiself. 

How apt one is to engage eveiy thing m one’s 
distress, when it is deep ' And one wondeis too, that 
things animate and inanimate look with the same face, 
when^we aie gieatly moved by any extiaoidinaiy and 
interesting event ' 

I sat down with ray baby on my lap, looking, I 
believe, with a iighteous boldness (I will call it so , 
for well says the text. The righteous ts as bold as a lion i) 
now on my Billy, now on his papa, and now on the 
countess, with such a triumph in my heai t • for I saw 
her blush, and look down, and the deal gentleman 
seemed to eye me witli a kind of conscious tendeiness, 
as I thought 

A silence of live imnutes, I believe, succeeded, we 
all four looking upon one anothei , and the little dear 


See hei Journal of Saturday morning, Vol III p 1 1.5 



102 


PAMELA 


was awake, and staled full upon me, with such innocent 
smiles, as if he promised to love me, and make me 
amends foi all 

I kissed him, and took his pietty litde hand in mine 
— You are veiy good, my chaimei, in this company > 
said I 

I lemembeied, madam, a scene, which made greatly 
foi me in the papers you have seen,* when instead of 
leciiminating, as I might have done, before Mr Long- 
man, for harsh usage, (for, O my lady ' your dear 
hrothei has a haid hear t, ' indeed he has, when he 
pleases,) I only prayed foi him on my knees 

And I hope I was not now too mean , for I had 
dignity and a proud supeiioiity in my vain heart, over 
them all — Then it was not my part to be upon defiances, 
where I loved, and where I hoped to reclaim Besides, 
what had I done by that, but justified, seemingly, by 
after -acts in a passionate lesentment, to their minds, at 
least, then too wicked tieatment of me ^ Moreovei, 

youi ladyship will remember, tliat Mi B knew 

not that I was acquainted witli his intrigue , for I must 
call it so — If he had, he is too noble to insult me by 
such a visit , and he had told me, I should see the 
lady he was at Oxford with 

And this, breaking silence, he mentioned, saying, I 
gave you hope, my dear, that I should procure you the 
honour of a visit from a lady who put heiself undei my 
caie at Oxford 

I bowed my head to the countess , but my teais 
being ready to start, I kissed my Billy Dearest baby ' 
said I, you are not going to cry, aie you^ — I would 
have had him just tlien to ciy, instead of me. 

The tea equipage was hi ought in Polly, carry the 
child to nui be I gave it anothei kiss, and the countess 


* See Vol I p 87 
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desiied another I grudged it, to think her naughty 
lips should so closely follow muje Her sistei ki 'led 

it also, and earned him to Mr B Take 

away, Polly, said he I owe him my blessing ^ 

O these young gentlemen jjapas • said the countess — 
They are like young unbroken hoi ses, just put into tlie 
tiaces ' — ^Aie they so ^ thought I — Matiimony must 
not expect your good word, I doubt 

Ml B , aftei tea, at which I was fai fiom being 

talkative, (foi I could not teU what to say, though I 
tried as much as I could, not to appeal sullen,) desiied 
the countess to play one tune upon the haipsichoid 
She did , and sung, at his lequest, an Italian song to it 
veiy prettily , too prettily, I thought I wanted to 
find some faults, some great faults in he; But, O 
madam ' she has too many outward excellencies • Pity 
she wants a good heait > 

He could ask nothing, that she was not ready to 
oblige him in * Indeed he could not > 

She desired me to touch the keys I would have 
been excused but could not And the ladies com- 
mended my performance But neither my heart to 
play, nor my fingers m plajnng, deserved their praises 

Mr B satdy indeed. You play better sometimes, 

my (fear — Do I, sir >’ was all the answer I made 
The countess hoped, she said, I would return her 
visit, and so said the viscountess 

I rephed, Mr B would command me whenever 

he pleased. 

She said. She hoped to be better acquainted — (I 
hope not, thought I) — ^and that I would give her my 
company for a week or so, upon tlie Forest It seems 
she has a seat upon Windsor Forest 

Mr B says, added she, you can’t ride a single 

horse , but we’ll teach you there ’Tis a sweet place 
for that purpose 
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S tow came Mi B- , thought I, to tell you that, 

jm? I suppose you know moie of me than I do 
--^elf Indeed, my lady, this may be too true , foi 
she may know what is to become of me ' 

I told hei, I was veiy much obliged to hei ladyship, 

and that Mi B directed all iny motions 

What say you^ sii ? said the countess 

I can't piomise that, madam, foi Mis B wants 

to go down to Kent, hefoie we go to Bedfordshue, 
and I am afiaid I can't give hei my company thithei 
Then, sii, I shan't choose to go without you 
I suppose not, my dear But, if you aie disposed to 
oblige the countess foi a week, as you nevei weie at 
Windsoi — 

I believe, sii, inteiiupted I, what with my little 
nuisery, and one thing oi amther^ I must deny myself 
that honoui, foi this season 

Well, madam, then I'll expect you in Pall-mall 

I bowed my head, and said, Mr B would 

command me 

They took leave with a politeness natural to them 

Ml B , as he handed them to the chariot, said 

something in Italian to the countess the word Pamela 
was in what he said She answered him, with a 
downcast look, in the same language, half pleased, "^half 
seiious, and the chariot diove away 

I would give, said I, a good deal, sir, to know what 
her ladyship said to you , she looked with so paiticular 
a meaning, if I may so say 

I'll tell you tiuly, Pamela I said to her. Well, now 
youi ladyship has seen my Pamela — Is she not the 
charmingest giil in the woild >* 

She answered. Mis B is veiy grave, foi so 

young a lady but I must needs say, she is a lovely 
creature 

And did you say so, sii ■* And did her ladyship so 
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answer^ — And my heait was ready to leap out of ffli'jr*" 
bosom foi joy 

But my folly spoiled all again , foi, to my own siu- 
pnse, and gieat legiet, I buist out mto teats , though I 
even sobbed to have suppiessed them, but could not 
and so I lost a fine oppoitumty to have talked to him 
while he was so kind foi he was more angiy with me 
than ever 

What made me such a fool, I wondei ' But I had 
so long struggled with myself, and not expecting so 
kind a question fiom the deal gentleman, oi such a 
favourable answei fiom the countess, I had no longei 
any command of myself 

What ails the little fooP said he, with a wiathful 
countenance This made me woise and he added, 
Take caie, take caie, Pamela' — ^You’ll diive me fiom 
you in spite of my own heait 

So he went into the best pailour, and put on his swoid, 
and took his hat — I followed him Sii ' su ' with my 
arms expanded, was all I could say , but he avoided 
me, putting on his hat with an air , and out he went, 
bidding Abraham follow him 

This IS the dilemma into which, as I hinted at the 
beginning of this lettei, I have bi ought myself with 
Mr“B How strong, how pievalent, is the pas- 

sion of jealousy ' and thus it will shew itself uppei - 
most, when it is uppeimost, in spite of one's most 
watchful regards ' 

My mind is so peiplexed, that I must lay down my 
pen And, indeed, youi ladyship will wondei, all things 
consideied, that I could wiite the above account as ] 
have done, in this ciuel suspense, and with such appie- 
hensions. But writing is all the diversion I have, when 
my mind is oppi eased 'Tis a tempoiary iclief , and 
this inteiview was so interesting, that it took up a gicat 
deal of my attention while I wiote But, now 1 am 
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come to a peiiod of it, (and so unhappy an one as has 
lesulted flora my ungovcined passion,) my appiehen- 
sions aie returned upon me with double strength 
Why did I drive the deai gentleman from me upon 
such a promising appeal ance ? — Why did I ? — But all 
this had been pi evented, had not this nasty Mr Turner 
put into my head woise thoughts Foi now I can say 
with the poet 

Since knowledge is but sorrow’s spy, 

’Twei e better net to know 

How shall I do to look up to him now on his 
retuin * To be sure he plainly sees to what my emo- 
tion 18 owing ' — Yet I daie not tell him either my 
infoimation, or my infoimant, because, if he knows 
the one, he will know the othei , and then what may 
be the consequence ^ 


Past ten o’clock at night 

I have only time to tell your ladyship, (foi the 

postman waits, ) that Mi B is just come in ^ He 

lb gone into his closet, and has shut the door, and taken 
the key on the inside , so I dale not go to him there 
In this uncertainty and suspense, pity and pray foi 
Youi ladyship^s afflicted sistei and servant, 

P B 
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LETTER XXI 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

Mv De4r Lady, 

I will now pioceed with my melancholy 

account — Not knowing what to do, and Mi B 

not coming neai me, and the clock stiiking twelve, 
I ventuied to send this billet to him by Polly 

‘De4.r Sir, 

‘I know you choose not to be invaded, when 
you retiie into youi closet , and yet, being veiy uneasy, 
on account of youi abiupt depaituie, and heavy dis- 
pleasuie, I take the hbeity to wute these few lines 
‘I own, sii, that the sudden flow of teais which 
involuntarily buist fiom me, at youi kind expiessions 
to the countess in my favoui, when I had thought, fot 
more than a montli past, you weie angry with me, and 
which had distressed my weak mind beyond expiession, 
might appear unaccountable to you But had you 
kindly waited but one moment, till this fit, which was 
rathej owing to my giatitude, than to peiveiseness, had 
been ovei, (and I knew the time when you would liave 
geneiously soothed it,) I should have had the happiness 
of a mole serene and favoui able paiting 

‘ Will you sulFei me, sn, to attend you? (Polly shall 
wait youi answer ) I daie not come iviihout yom pei- 
mission, for should you be as angiy as you weie, I 
know not how I shall beai it But if you say I may 
come down, I hope to satisfy you, that I intended not 
any offence Do, deai su, peimit me to attend you 
I can say no more, than that I am 

‘Yom evei -dutiful 

‘P. B ’ 
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Polly letuined with the following — So, thought I, 
a lettei ' — I could have spared that, I am suie 

I ejvpected no favoui fiom it So, tierablingly 
opened it 


‘ My Dear, 

' I would not have you sit up foi me We 
are getting apace into the matiimonial leciiminations 
T’ou Inew tie time f — So did I, my deal • — But it 
seems that time is over with both and I have had the 
mortification, foi some past weeks, to come home to a 
very diffeient Pamela, than I used to lea\e all com- 
pany and all pleaauie foi — I hope we shall bettei 
undei stand one anothei But you cannot see me at 
piesent with any advantage to yourself, and I would 
not, that anything faithei should pass, to add to the 
1 egrets of both I wish you good lest I will give 
youi cause a fan hearing, when I am moie fit, than at 
piesent, to heai all youi pleas and youi excuses I 
cannot be insensible, that the leason foi the concern 
you have lately shewn, must he deepei than, peihaps, 
you’ll own at piesent As soon as you aie piepaied to 
speak all that is upon youi mind, and I to hear itrwith 
temper, then we may come to an eclaircissement JTill 
when, I am 

‘ Yom affectionate, &c ’ 

My busy appiehension immediately suggested to me, 
that I was to be terrified, with a high hand, into a 
compliance with some new scheme or othei that was 
piojecting But I had lesolved to make then way as 
clear to one another as was in my powei , if they would 
have It so , and so I tried to allay my grief as much as 
I could, and it being neai one, and hearing nothing 
fiom Mr B , I bid Polly go to bed, thinking she 
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would wonder at oui inteicouise by letter, if I should 
send again 

So down I ventuied, my feet, howevei, tierabhng 
all the way, and tapped at the dooi of his closet 

Who’s that ? 

I, sir One word, if you please Don’t be moie 
angry, howevei, sii 

He opened the dooi Thus poor Hestei, to her 
royal husband, ventured hei life, to break in upon him 
unbidden But that eastern monaich, gieat as he was, 
extended to the fainting suppliant the golden sceptie ' 

He took my hand I hope, my deal, by this tiagedy 
speech, we aie not to expect any sad catastiophe to 
oui present misundei standing 

I hope not, sir But ’tis all as God and you shall 
please I am resolved to do my duty, sii , if possible 
But, indeed, I cannot beai this cruel suspense > Let 
me know what is to become of me — Let me know but 
what 18 designed foi me, and you shall be suie of all 
the acquiescence that my duty and conscience can give 
to your pleasure 

What means the deal cieatuie^ What means my 
Pamela ^ — Surely your head, child, is a little affected ' 

I can’t tell, sir, but it may ' — But let me have my 
tiid, that you write about Appoint my day of heal- 
ing, and speedily too , foi I would not beai such 
another month, as the last has been, for the world 

Come, my dear, said he, let me attend you to your 
chamber But your mind has taken much too solemn 
a turn, to enter further now upon this subject T hin If 
as well of me, as I do of you, and I shall be as happy 
as ever 

I wept— Be not angiy, deal sii ' Yom kind woids 
have just the same effect upon me now, as in the 
afternoon 

Yoiii appiehensions, my deal, must be very stiong. 
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that a kind word, as you call it, has such an effect 
upon you ' But let us wave the subject for a few 
days, because I am to set out on a little jouiney at foui, 
and had not intended to go to bed foi so few hours 
When we came up, I said, I was very bold, sii, to 
break in upon you , but I codd not help it, if my life 
had been the foifeit and you received me with more 
goodness than I could have expected But will you 
paidon me, if I ask, Whithei you go so soon ^ And 
if you intended to ha\e gone without taking leave of 
me ? 

I go to Tunbiidge, my deal I should have stept 
lip, and taken leave of you, before I went 

Well, sn, I will not ask you who is of your paity — 
I will not — No, putting ray hand to his lips — ^Don't 
tell me, su It mayn’t be piopei 

Don’t feai , my deal I won’t tell you Noi am I 
ceitain whethei it be proper or not, till we aie come to 
a bettei undei standing — Only, once moie, think as 
well of me, as I do of you 

Would to Heaven, thought I, theie was the same 
I eason for the one as for the other • 

I intended (for my heait was full) to entei further 
into this subject, so fatal to my lepose but tlie ^ear 
gentleman had no soonei laid his head on the pillowy, 
but he fell asleep, or feigned to do so, and that was as 
piohibitory to my talking, as if he had So I had all 
my own entertaining reflections to myself, which gave 
me not one wink of sleep but made me of so much 
seivice to him, as to tell him, when the clock stiuck 
foui, that he should not (though I did not say so, 
you may think, madam) make my ready rivaless (for 
I doubted not hei being one of the pai ty) wait foi him 
He aiose, and was dressed instantly, and saluting 
me, bid me be easy and happy, while it was yet in 
my own power 
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He said, he should be back on S atm day night, as 
he believed And I wished him, most fervently, I am 
sure ' health, pleasuie, and safety 

Heie, madam, must I end this letter My next 
will, perhaps, contam my tiial, and my sentence God 
give me but patience and resignation , and then, 
whatever occuis, I shall not be unhappy especially 
while I can have, in the last resource, the pleasuie of 
caUing myself 

Your ladyship’s most obliged 

Sistei and seivant, 

P B 


LETTER XXII 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

My Dear Lady, 

I will be prepaimg to wiite to you, as I 
have opportunity, not doubtmg but this present lettei 
must be a long one, and having some appiehensions, 
that, as things may fall out, I may want eithei head or 
heart to wiite to your ladyship, were I to defei it till 
th| catastrophe of this ciuel, ciuel suspense 

O what a happiness am I sunk from ' — And in so 
few days too ' — O the wicked, wicked masqueiades • 
They shall be always followed witli the execiations of 
an injured wife in me, who, but foi that wi etched 
diversion, had atiU been the happiest of hei sex ' 

But I was too secme' It was fit, peihaps, that I 
should be humbled and mortified , and I must ti y to 
make a virtue of the cruel necessity, and see, if, by the 
divine grace, I cannot bring real good out of this 
appearing evil. 

The following lettei, in a woman’s hand, and signed, 
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ah you’ll see, by a woman’s name, and spelt as I spell 
It, will account to youi ladyship foi my beginning so 
heavily It came by the penny-post 


Madame, 

I ame unknowne to yowe but yowe .iie not 
BO altogathai to mee, bccaus I hauc bene edefy’d by 
yowie pius behafioi at chuich, whii I see yowe with 
plaisii eveiie sabbaoth day I ame wclle acquaintid 

with the faraely of the Coumptesse of , and yowe 

maie possibhe haue hard what yowe wishid not to h me 
haid conceininge hu Butt tins veiic moiningc, I can 
asBiu yowe, hir ladishippc is gon with yowre spowse 
to Tonbiigge, and tlieue they aie to take lodginges, 

01 a hous , and Mi B is aftei to come to townt, 

and settel matteis to goe downe to hii, wheie they aie 
to hue as man and wine Make what use yowe pitas of 
thibs infoimasion and beheue me to hauc noe othci 
motift, than to seiue yowe, bccaus of yowie vaitucs, 
whichc make yowe descruc a bettei ictoinc I amc, 
tliof I shall not sett my tiewe name, 

Yowie giete admiiei and sciuant, 

Thomasini b'uijfiR. 

Wednesday morninge, 9 o’clotke ' 


Just above I called ray state, a stale of ctutl smpin^e ' 
But I lecall the woids foi now it is no longci 
suspense , since, if this Icttei says tiuth, I know the 
woiBt And there is too much appeal ance that it does, 
let the wiiter be who it will, 01 liis oi hei motive what 
It will , for, aftei all, I am apt to fancy tins a ton- 
tiivance of Ml Tmner’s, though, foi fear of ill 
consequences, I will not say so 
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And now, ni.idam, I im cndc.ivout mg, by tin* help 
of ichgion, And tool iclUctum, to bung my mind to 
bc.ii thib heavy evil, and to u collect whal J niutr, and 
how much moic honoui iblt in estate I ant iti^ tluiii 1 
could cvci have c\pettcd to be in , ind tlial my viituc 
and good name aic bccuied , and 1 can reuiin mnocint 
to my deal fatlui and niotltci anti these wen* onu 
the only piide of niy heiit 

Then, additional to what I was, it that time, (and 
yet I pleated rnyhclf with my piosjKets, pom as they 
weie,) T have honest pan nth bountiluJly ptovided fot, 
thank Goil and youi evei deal Inothti loi this blessing* 
— and not only piovuled loi-~bui made usehil to him, 
to tlic amount of tluii pioviMon, wdl nigh * 'riieie 
ih a pnde, my lady ' 

Then 1 hhall havi bet it 1 tomlumnii lioni bii. gemi- 
OMty to huppoit myiiell, than I tan wifib loi, 01 makt 

U6C ol 

Then I have my deal, thatming Billy () be 
tonlcnied, too ehaimmg, and too happy itvalisu, with 
iny husband , and teai not horn me mydeaiobt luby, 
the jilcdge, the beloved pledge ol oui happtt‘i aflei lums, 
and the diai umemluame of what I oiuc was * Bui 
il, niy dual Mi H , you doubt the idiuation 1 
can .give him, lit foi tlu heii to yoiu gii.it loi tune, 
(foi huch lit auiiit bt‘, dc.piiad 01 abandorinl as Ins 
pool niothei may be •) mil will lemove him (loin me, 
and grid kill nn not be loi c that sad houi, let me base 
borne o/Iite, not intompatible with that ol his tutoi, to 
instil vutiic into his diutili mind , loi uitoih, although 
they may make youth le.uned, do nor always make 
them vntnous , and let nu watch over liib stepb ; and 
wheiever /m goes, let m go I bliall value no dangeis 
noi nslts , the most disLmt t limes nhall be native to 
me, wheiever my Billy is, bo that I miy be a gu.iid, 
undei God, to his moialh, that he make no vugin’ii 
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heait sigh, noi mothei’s bleed, as mine has done in 
both states 

But how I lave ' will youi ladyship be apt to say — 
This is no good symptom, you’ll think, that I have 
reaped at piesent that consolation fiom religious con- 
sideiations, which, to a light tuin of mind, they will 
affoid in the heaviest misfoi tunes But this was only 
in feai they should take my Billy fiom me A thousand 
pleasing piospects, that had begun to dawn on my 
mind, I can beai to have dissipated , but I cannot, 

indeed I cannot • peimit my deal Ml B ’s son 

and hen to be toin from me 

Yet I hope they will not be so ciuel, foi I will 
give them no provocation to do it, if I can help it 
No lawsuits, no complaimngs, no aspciilies of e^piession, 
much less bittei leilections, shall they cvei have lioiii 
me I will be no conscience to them they will be 
punished too much, greatly too much, in then own, 
for what I wish and they shall always be followed 
by my players I shall hive leisuie foi that e\eicisc, 
and shall be happy and seicnc, when, I doubt, 1 doubt, 
they will not be so ' 

But still I am lunnmg on in a stuun that shews my 
impatience, lathei than my lesignation Yet, some 
stiuggles must be allowed me I could not have leaved, 
as I love, if I could easily pait with my interest in so 
beloved a husband — For, madam, my inteiest I nuill 
pait with, and will soonci die, than live with a gentle- 
man, who has anothei wife, though I was the Inst — 
Let countesses, if they can, and ladies of bi'th, choose 
to humble themselves to tins baseness — The low boin 
Pamela cannot stoop to it. Paidon me, madam , you 
know I only wiite this with a view to this pool lady’s 
answei to her noble uncle, of which you wrote me 
woid 
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Vi uUy 

Is now concluding I hope I am calmei a gicat 
deal Foi, being disappointed, in all likelihood, in 
twenty agiecable schemes and piojects, I am now 
foiming new ones, with as much pleasme to myself as 
I may Foi, my lady, ’tis one’s duty, you know, to 
suit one’s mind to one’s condiiiun , and I hope I shall 
be enabled to do good in Kent, if I cannot in London, 
ind Bodloidshne, and Lincolnshire God eveiy wlicie 
piovides us with objects, on which to ex.eicise one’s 
giatitude and beneficence 

T am thinking to tiy to get good Mis Jci vis with me 

Come, m.idam, you must not be too much concerned 
for me Aftei a while, I shall be no unhtipjiy peison, 
foi though 1 wis thankful foi my splendid foi I tines, 
and should havi been glad, to be suie I should, of 
continuing in them, with so dcai a gentleman , yei a 
high cshite had iicvei such da/ /ling thnims with me, 
as It has with some it it had, T coultl not have 
lesistcd so m.my teniptaliuns, possibly, as God eiiiibleil 
me to Rsist 


Situulay luglu 

Is juow (ome ’Tim nine, and no Mi B O 

why^ as Deboiah makes the niothei ol Kiseia say, is 
his chaiiot so long in coming ^ Why taiiy the wUeclH 
of Ills chaiioi > 

I have this note now at ckven o’clock 

*Mii Dlarist Pam 1 la, 

‘I despatch this meascngei, lest, R*^pecLing 
me tins night, you should be uneasy. 1 shall not be 
with you till Monday, when I hope to dine with my 
dealest life. 

‘ Itvcr aficctionately youis ’ 
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So I'll go up and piay foi him, and then to bed 
Yet 'tis a sad thing , — I have had but pool lest for a 
gieat while , noi shall have any till my fate is decided 
— Haid-lieaited man, he knows undei what uneasiness 
he left me < 


Monday, Lleven 

If God Almighty heais my yestei day’s, and indeed 
my houily piayeis, the deal man will be good still 
but my aching heait, eveiy time J think what company 
he 18 in, (foi I find tlic countess is ceittitnly one of the 
paity,) bodes me little satisfaction 

He’s come i he’s come ' now, just now, come I 
I will have my tiial ovei befoie this night be past, 
if possible I’ll go down and meet him with love 
unfeigned, and a duty equal to my love, although he 
may foi get his to me If I conquci myself on this 
occasion, I conquei natuie, as your ladyship says , and 
then, by God’s giace, I can conquei cveiy thing 
They have taken then house, I supjiosc — But what 
need they, when they’ll have one in Bedfoidshiie, and 
one in Lmcolnshiie ? But they know best God 
bless him, and lefoim hci ' That’s all the haim I 
wish them, oi will wish them ' , 

My deal Ml B has leceived me witli ^leat 

affection and tendelneas. Sure he cannot be so bad > — 
Suie he cannot ' 

I know, my deai, said he, I left you in gieat anxiety 
but ’tis an anxiety you have bi ought upon yoiuself , 
and I have not been easy evei since I paited fiom you 

I am Sony foi it, sii 

Why, my deal love, theie is still a melancholy an 
in youi countenance indeed it seems mingled with a 
kind of joy, 1 hope at my letuin to you But ’tis 
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You should see nothing, sii, that you would not 
(Vibh to see, if I could help it 
I am Sony you cannot But 1 am come liome to 
beai all youi guevanccs, and to lediohs them, if in my 
powei 

When, fall, am 1 to come upon my tnal ^ I have 
a gioat deal to say to you I will tell you evciy thing 
I think And as it may be the list as you 

lie pleased to call them, I may evci tiouble you with, 
you muht piomise to answei me not one woid till 1 
have said all 1 liavi to hay (<oi, if it does but hold, 
1 have gicat couiagi. 1 have indeed i You don’t 
know half the saucincbs that is m youi gii 1 yet , but 
when I come upon my ttial, you’ll wondei at my 
boldnchh 

What means my dcaiest > taking nu into his aims 
You alaim me evceedmgly, by ihib moving sodateness 
Don’t let It alaim you, sii ' 1 mean nothing but 

good But 1 have been piepaung mybcif to tell you 
all my mmd. And ah an mbUince ol what you may 
expect fiom me, bomctimcb, mi, T will be youi judge, 
and put homo cpichtionH to you , and somt times you 
shall be mine, and at last pionounee senterut upon me , 
01 , it you won’t, I will upon myself, i sevcie one to 
mc^it shall he, but in agictable one, pcihaps, to you ' 
— When comes on the tiial, sii •• 

He looked steadily upon me, but was mleiil. Anil 
I said, But don’t be ah aid, sii, that 1 will invade youi 
povincc , foi though I shall count myself youi ludge 
in some cases, you uluill be judge pai amount still 

Deal chill mci of my heait* said he, and clasped 
me to his bosom, what a ;«"a» Pamica have I m my 
aims ' A mysteiiouH chaimer' Let us instantly go 
to my closet, oi yours, and coinr upon out mutual 
trial, foi you have filed my soul with impatience' 
No, bii, if you please we will dine fust I have 
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liaidly eaten any thing these foui days , and youi 
company will give me an appetite peihaps I shall be 
pleased to sit down at table with you, sii, taking his 
hand, and tiying to smile upon him, foi the moments 
I shall have of youi company, may be, some time 
hence, veiy piecious to my lemembiance 

I was foiced then to turn my head, to hide fiom 
him my eyes, biimful as they weic ol tears 

He took me again into his aims — My deaiest 
Pamela, if you love me, distiact not my soul thus, by 
youi daik and mysteiious speeches You aie dis- 
pleased with me^ and I drought I had leason, of late, 
to take something amiss in your conduct , but, instead 
of youi suffeung by my angei, you have woids and an 
ail, that penetiate my veiy soul 

O 811 ' sii I treat me not thus kindly ' Put on an 
angiiei blow, oi how shall I letain my pin pose ? How 
shall 1 1 

Deal, deal cieatuie* make not use of all youi powei 
to melt me i Half of it is enough F oi thei e is 
eloquence in youi eyes I cannot lesisL but in youi 
picsent solemn an, and affecting sentences, you mould 
me to eveiy puipose of youi hcait, so that T am a 
meie machine, a passive mstiument, to be* playcd^upon 
at youi pleasuie 

Deal, kind sii i how you icvive my heait, by yoiii 
goodness > Peihaps I have only been in a fnghtful 
dieam, and am but just now awakened ^But we will 
not anticipate oui tiial Only, sii, give oideis, that 
you aie not to be spoken with by any body, when we 
have dined , foi I must have you all to myself, without 
inteuuption 

Just as I had said this, a gentleman called on him, 
and I letiied to my chambei, and wiote to this place 

Ml B dismissed his fiiend, without asking him 
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to dine with him so I had him all to myself at 
dinner But we said little, and sat not above a quaitei 
of an horn , looking at each othei, he with impatience, 
and some seeming uneasmess , I, with moie steadiness, 

I believe , but now and then a teai starting 

I could eat but little, though I tiied all I could, and 
especially as he helped me, and courted me by woids 
of tenderness and sweetness — O why weie evei such 
things as masquerades permitted m a chiistian nation ' 

I chose to go into my closet rathei than into his , and 
heiel sit, waiting the dear gentleman’s coming up to 
me If I keep but my coinage, I shall be pleased I 
know the worsts and that will help me , foi he is too 
noble to use me loughly, when he sees I mean not to 
piovoke him by upbiaidmgs, any moie than I will act, 
in this case, bencatli the chaiactei 1 ought to assume 
as his wife 

Foi, my dear lady, this is a point of high importance 
It has touched and laisedmy soul beyond its pitch , I 
am a new Pamela, as he says, and a ptoud Pamela, as 
he will find — Foi, madam, the peison who can support 
herself undei an injury like this, and can lesolve to 
foi give It, has a supeiioiity to the injuier, let him be a 
piinee, though she were but a beggei bom But the 
dilEculty will be, how to avoid being melted by my 
own softness, and love foi the man, more dear to me 
than life yea, moie dear to me than my Billy, and 
than all my hopes in the charming boy But heie he 
comes 

Now, Pamela — Now, see what thou canst do ' — 
Thou knowest the woist ' Remembei that ' — ^And 
may’ St not be unhappy, even at the worst, if thou 
trustest in God 

I am commanded, my deal lady, now to wiite pai- 
ticulaily my tiial, foi a leason I shall mention to you 
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m the conclusion of this letter , and I must beg you to 
favour me with the return of all my letters to you, on 
this affecting subject —The leason will appear in its 
place — And, oh ’ congiatulate me, ray deal, deal 
lady ' for I am happy, and shall be happici than I 
evei was , and that I thought, so did every body, was 
impossible But I will not anticipate the account of 
my trial, and the effects, the blessed effects, it has 
produced Thus, then, it was 

Ml B came up, with great impatience in his 

looks I met him at my chamber-dooi with as sedate 
a countenance as I possibly could put on, and ray hcait 
was high with my pm pose, and suppoitcd me bettei 
than I could have expected — ^Yet, on lecollection, now, 
I impute to myself something of that kind of mag- 
nanimity, that was wont to inspue the innocent snflFeieis 
of old, for a still woithiei cause than mine , though 
their motives could haidly be moie puie, in that one 
hope I had to be an humble means of saving the man I 
love and honour, fiom eiiors that might be fatal to his 
soul 

I took his hand with boldness Deal sit, leading him 
to my closet, here is the bar at which I am to take my 
trial, pointing to the backs of three chans, which I had 
placed in a joined low, leaving just loom to go by on 
each side — You must give me, sir, all ray own way , 
this IS the first, and perhaps the last time, that I shall 
desiie It — Nay, deal sn, turning my face fiom him, 
look not upon me with an eye of tendeiness if you 
do, I may lose ray pui poses, impoitant to me as they 
are , and howevei fantastic my behavioui may seem to 
you, I want not to move your passions, (foi the good 
impressions made upon them may be too easily dissipated 
by the winds of senses) hMtyour teason and if that can 
be done, I am safe, and shdl feai no i elapse 



PAMELA 


121 


What mt-anh all tliij. juiadc, my deal •' Let me 
peiish, that was his woid, if I k.now how to account 
foi you, 01 youi hiimoui 

You W/ pii'suitly, -ill But give mt .ill my w.iy — 
I pi ay you do, tlu« oiicc — tins one time only ' 

Well , HO, this IS youl bai, is it** Theie's an elbow- 
chau, 1 sec , taU yotii place m it, Pamela, and heu 
ril stind to answei all youi cj^uestions. 

No, HU, th.it must not be So 1 boldly led him to 
the elbow-chau You aie the |iidge, sii , it is I that 
am to be iiiul Yil I will not say I am a iiimuial. 
I know r im not But that must bepiovcd, hii, you 
know 

Well, take youi wiy , but 1 Itai loi ytnii lu.ul, my 
de.u, in ill this 

1 feai only my bean, sii , ilut's ,ill But theie you 
must sit — So hcie, (u tiling to the thui ih.uis, and 
leaning on then backs,) heie I Htiuul. 

Anvl now, my deatest Mi. 1) ' you must begin 

fust When you shewed me the house ol peeis, then 
bai, at winch causes iie heaid, and Hometimes peeis 
at (‘tried, looked .iwful to me, .wul the piesenl oud- 
hum iei|uues that this should Now, de.u su, you 
miiht* lie my atcuset as well .is my |udg( 

JPh.iit nothing to ,’uiubc you of, my deal, li 1 mu\t 
give in to youi moving wliimsey You m evuy thing 
] wihh you to he But foi tin last muiiih you have 
seemed to bt uneasy, and h.ive not dune me the justiee 
to acquaint me with youi U'aHons lot it. 

I was in hojies niy leasoiis might prove to he no 
leasorm, .ind I would nut tiouhle you with my mt" 
giounded appi ehensioris But now, mt,wt' .ue come 
duectly to the lumii • .ind melhinks I suiid heie .is 
Paul did hefou Peh\, and, like that pool piihoiiei, if 
I, su, leasou of / tmpetame, in 

latne, even to make you, isthegieat helix did, tiemble, 
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don’t put me off to anothei day^ to a moie convenient 
season, as that goveinoi did Paul , foi you must beai 
patiently with all I have to say 

Stiange, uncommon gul ■ how unaccountable is all 
this I — Pr’ythee, my dear, and he pulled a chan by 
him, come and sit down by me, and without tliese 
romantic airs let me hear all you have to say, and tease 
me not with this parade 

No, sn, let me stand, if you please, while I can 
stand when I am weaiy, I will sit down at my bai 
Now, sir, since you aie so good as to say, you have 
nothing but change of temper to accuse me of, I am to 
answei to that, and assign a cause , and I will do it 
without evasion oi leseive But I beseech you say not 
one word, but yes, oi no, to my questions, till I have 
said all I have to say, and then you shall find me all 
silence and lesignation 

Well, my stiange deal '—But sure youi head is a 
little tuined ' — ^What is youi question ^ 

Whether, sii, the nun— I speak boldly, the case 
lequiies it— who followed you at the masqueiade eveiy 
wheie, IS not the Countess of ? 


mat then, my dear ? (speakmg with quickness)— 
i thought the occasion of your sullenness and leseive 

was this ' — But, Pamela i 

Nay, sir, mteirupted I, only Yes, or No, if you 
please I will be Jail silence by and by 
Yes, then 

Well, sii then let me teU you, foi I asL you not, Cit 
may be too bold in me to multiply questions,) that she 
l^es you, that you coriespond by letteis with her— 
Ifes, sir, before that lettei fiom hei ladyship came, 
which you received from my hand in so shoit and 
angry a manner, for feai I should have had a curiosity 
to see Its contents, which would have been inexcusable 
m me, I own, if I had You have talked ovei to her 
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all youi polygamy nouons, and hci ladyhhip stcnih so 
well convinced of them, that she has detlaicd to hci 
noble undi, (who expostulated with hei on thcOLcahiou 
bhe gave foi talk,) that she had lathci be a (eitain 
gentleman’s soeond wile, than the In hi to the gtcatobt 
man in Fngland , and you aic bul juht ictuined honi 
a jouiney to Tiinbiulge m whieh that lady was a paity , 
and the motive toi it, I am acquainted with, by a lettei 
hcie in my hand 

He was dibpleaticd, and h owned T looked down, 

being lesolved not to be tetiilicd, li 1 could help it 

r havt cautioned you, Pamela 

I know you have, sii, mteuupted 1 , but be pleabcd 
to aiibwei me, Hab not the ( ouniess taken a hoube 01 
lodgingh at Tunbtidge’’ 

SJic has — And what then ^ 

And lb hci ladybhip theie, 01 in town '* 
rhiti — And what then ^ 

/\ie you to go to Timbiidge, bn, soon, oi not ** Bt 
pleabcd to answei me but that one question 

r fttnll know, using up m angci, yoiu uilormnntu, 
Pamela 

Deal hii, ho you shall in pi opt i unit. You shall 
know all, M soon ab I am convinced that youi width 
wilfnot In attended with bad i onhequenteh to youi self 
and othcis That u. wholly tlw laiibc ol niyiesuvi 
m thib point , foi T h.ive not a thought, and ncvei had, 
since I have bien youis, that T wish to he concealed 
fiom you -But, dc.ii sii, youi knowledge ol the 
mfoi manta makoh nothing at all as to the tiuth of the 
information — Noi will I picss you too home I doubt 
not, you aic soon to go down to Tunbiidgc agaiiu 
1 mi , and what then Must the conbcquence be 
ciimc enough to warrant youi jcalouby ^ 

l^ear sir, don’t be bo very angiy, still looking clown , 
foi 1 duuit not Liuhi myself to look up 1 don’t do 
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this, as you chaiged me m your letter, m a spirit of 
matrimonial leciimmation If you don’t *// me, that 
you see the countess with pleasme, I ajZ it not of you , 
nor have I any thing to say by way of upbi aiding 
’Tis my misfoitune, that she is too lovely, and loo 
atti active , and it is the less wonder, that a line young 
gentleman as you aie, and a fine young lady as she ii, 
should engage one another’s affections 

I knew eveiy tiling, except what this lettei, which 
you shall read piesently, communicates, when you 
bi ought the two noble sisters to visit me Hence 
pioceeded my giief And should I, sii, have deseivcd 
to be what I am, if I was not grieved ? Religion has 
helped me, and God has answered my supplications, 
and enabled me to act this new and uncommon pait 
befoie you, at this imaginary bai You shall see, sii, 
that as, on one hand, I want not, as I said befoie, to 
move youi passions in ray favom , so, on the othei, I 
shall not be teriified by youi displeasuie, dieaded by 
me as it used to be, and as it will be again, the moment 
that my laised spiiits sink down to their usual level , 
01 aie diveited fiom this my long meditated pin pose, 
to tell you all ray mind 

I lepeat then, sii, that I knew all this, when the^two 
noble sisters came to visit youi poor giil, and to see 
youi Billy Yet, ^/aw, as the countess called me, 
(dear sir ' might I not well be grave, knowing what I 
knew did I betiay any impatience of speech ox 
action, any discomposure ■' 

No, sir, patting my hand on my bieast, iefe all the 
discomposuie lay, struggling, vehemently stiugghng, 
now and then, and wanting that vent at my eyes, which 
It seems, (overcome by my joy, to heai myself favom - 
ably spoken of by you and the lady, ) it ioo soon made 
Itself But I could not help it — You might have seen, 
sii, I could not > 
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But I w.int ncithci to iCLiiminatc, noi evpahtuktc* , 
noi yci, in, Lo foim lvcuscs ioi my gcncul conduct , 
foi thcit you .iccuhc not in the mam — But be plcasod, 
su, to lead tins ]<tlci It was bi ought by tin penny- 
pobt, ab you’ll bee by I he maik Wbo the wutei is, 1 
know not And diil fou, mi , that knowledge, ami 
youi usentment upon 11 , will not ahci the fact, 01 give 
It a nioic lavouiablc appcaiancc 

1 htepped to him, and giving him the lettei, came 
back to my bai, and hat down on one ol the chans 
while he lead il, diying my cycb , loi they would 
ovtiillow ab 1 talked, do what 1 could. 

lie was much moved at tlie contentb ol tins lettei . 

called It d d mahet, and hoped In might (inti out 

the authoi of it, h.iying,ht would aelveitihc livi huntlied 
gumeah lewaid loi the disioveiy 

lie pul the Icltei in hib potkel Well, Pamela, you 
believe all that you havt baid, no doubt , and this 
niattci hab a black appeaiance indeed, il you do. But 
who wab youi /itrt in/oiraani ^ Was that by lettti, tn 
pcisonally^ That d — dTuinei, 1 doubt not, ih at 
the bottom of all thib ' The vain coxcomb hab had 
the insolence lo imagine the counit^Hs woultl lavoui .lu 
.iddicsli of hib , .ind ih tniagcd to meet with a lepulbc , 
and lTa.i taken lihciticb upon it, that have given huth to 
oil tlio HcantUls which have been hcatteuil about on 
thib occaaion Noi do I doubt but he hab hetn the 
seipcnt at the cai ol my Itve 

1 stood up at my bai, and said, Don’t he too hasty, 
bii, m your judgment — You nuiy In nuataken. 

But twi I mistaken, Pamela ^ — Y ou nevcj yet told 
me iin untiuth m casch the most impoitant to you to 
conceal jitn I mistaken^ 

Deal bii, if 1 bhould tell you it ib not Mi. Tuinei, 
you’ll guess at somebody else : And wh.it avails all this 
to the mattei in hand^ You aic youi own mastei, and 
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must stand oi fall by youi own conscience God giant 
that that may acquit you ' — But my intention is not 
eithei to accuse oi upbraid you 

But, my deal, to the fact tlien This is a malicious 
and a villanous piece of intelligence' given yon, pci haps, 
for the sake of designs and views, that may not yet be 
pioper to be avowed 

By God’s grace, sii, I defy all designs and views of 
any one upon my honom 

But, my dear, the charge is basely false We have 
not agieed upon any such way of life 

Well, sir, all this only pioves, that the intelligence 
may be a little piemature But now let me, sii, sit 
down one minute or two, to recovei my failing spiiits , 
and then I’ll tell you all I pm pose to do, and all I have 
to say, and that with as much bievity as 1 can, foi fcai 
neitliei my head noi my heart should perfoim the paits 
I have been so long endeavommg to prevail upon them 
to perform 

I sat down then, he takmg the letter out of Ins 
pocket, and looking upon it again, with much vexation 
and angei in his countenance , and after a few tears and 
sobs, that would needs be so officious as to offei then 
seivice, unbidden and undesiied, to mtioduce what 1 
had to say, I lose up, my feet trembling, as well as my 
knees , which, however, leanmg against the seats of the 
chans, which made my bar, as my hand held by the 
back, tolei ably suppoited me, I cleared my voice, wiped 
my eyes, and said 

You have all the excuses, deai Mi B , that a 

gentleman can have, m the object of youi picsent 
passion 

Piesent passion, Pamela ' 

Deal sir, heai me out, without intcriuption 

The countess is a charmmg lady She excels yom 
poor girl in all those outward giaces of foini, which 
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yoiu kind fancy (inoie valued by rac than the opinion 
of all thewoild besides) had made you attiibute to me. 
And she has all those ailditional advantages, as noblc- 
nesG of bath, of alliance^ and depot tment, which I 
want (Hajipy foi you, sit, tliat you had known het 
ladyship Gome months .igo, befoic you displaced yoiu- 
Gclf by the honours you have done me •) This, thcie- 
foic, hecG you liom the aggiavated Liime ot those 
who piefei, to then own ladies, Itas ami.ible and less 
deseiving pcisonH, and 1 have not the sting which 
those musi hive, who aie tontemned and ill-tieated fot 
the sake of then infeiiois. Yet eannot the countess 
love you bettei than youi gul loves you, not even ioi 
youi poison, wluclt must, 1 tloubl, be hit puneijiil 
attachment, when I can tiuly say, all nohli and 
attiacting to the oulwaid eye as it is, that is the least 
consuk'iation by lai with me * No, su, it in youi mind, 
youi gcncious and beneiicent mind, that is the piincipiil 
object of my affection , and the piidc I took m hoping, 
that I might be an humble means, in the Imncls of 
Providence, to bless you htteafier as well as /j«<, gave 
me moic pleasuie than all the blcHSings I leaped liom 
youi name or youi foitune. Judge then, my dealest 

Ml 6 , what my giicf and my disappoint ment 

must! be < 

But I will not expostulate , 1 wtll because it 
must be to no put pose, foi, could my fondness foi you, 
and my watchful duty to you, have kept you steady, I 
should not now have appealed bcfoic you m this solemn 
manner, and I know the charms of niy iival aie too 
poweiful for me to contend with. Notlung but divine 
gr ice can touch your hcait , and that I expect not, fiom 
the natui c of tlie case, should lie instantaneous. 

I will there foie, sn, deal as you ate to me, (Don’t 
look with such tendei suipiise upon me ') give up youi 
person to my happiei, to my •wotthitt iival. Foi, since 
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such la your will, and auch seem to be your cngagementa, 
what avails it me to oppose them ^ 

I have only to beg, theiefoie, that you will be so 
good aa to peimiL me to go down to Kent, to my deai 
paients, who, with many more, are daily lejoicmg in 
youi favoui and bounty 

I will theie (holding up my folded hands) pi ay foi 
you evciy horn of my ife, and foi eveiy one who 
shall be deal to you, not excepting youi charming 
countess 

I will nevei take youi name into my lips, noi suflei 
any othei in my heaimg, but with leveience and 
giatitude, foi the good I and mine havt reaped al youi 
hands , noi will 1 wish to be ficed fiom my obligaLions 
to yon, except you shall choose to be divoiced fiom 
me and if you should, I will give youi wishes all the 
foiwaidness that I honomably can, witli icgaid to niy 
own chaiactci, and yours, and that of youi beloved 
baby 

But you must give me something woi rh living loi 
along with me, youi Billy and mine ' — Unless it is 
youi desu e to kill me quite , and then ’tis done, and 
nothing will stand m youi happy countess’s way, il you 
tear fiom my arms my second earthly good, aftei'I am 
depiived of you, my Jirst 

I will there, sii, dedicate all my time to my liist 
duties , happier far than once I could have hoped to 
be • And if, by any accident, any misundei standing, 
between you, you should pait by consent, and you will 
have It so, ray heait shall be evei yours, and ray hopes 
shall be lesumed of being on instiument still foi youi 
futiue good, and I will receive youi letmnmg cvei- 
valued heart, as if nothing had happened, the moment 
I can be suie it will be wholly mine 

Foi, think not, deal au, whaievei be your notions of 
polygamy, that I will, weie ray life to depend upon it. 
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consent to live with a gentleman, dear as, God is my 
witness, (lifting up my tearful eyes,) you are to me, 
who lives in what I cannot but think open sin witli 
anothei ' You ItnoiUy an, and I appeal to you for the 
puiity, and I will aver piety, of my motives, when 1 
say this, that 1 would not ^ and as you do know tins, 
I cannot doubt but my proposal will be agreeable to you 
both And I beg of you, dear su, to take me at my 
word, and don’t let me be toitured, as I have been 
so many weeks, with such angmsh of mind, that 
nothmg but religious considerations can make suppoit- 
able to me 

And are you in eainest, Pamela coming to me, 
and folding me in his aims over the chair’s back, the 
seat of which supported my trembhng knees — Can you 
so easily pait with me ^ 

I can, sir, and I will ' — ^lathei than divide my 
inteiest in you, knowingly, with any lady upon earth 
But say not, liowevei. Can I part with you ^ sir , it is 
you that pait with me And tell me, sir, tell me but 
what you had intended should become of me 

You talk to me, my deaiest life, as if all you had 
heaid against me was true, and you would have me 
answei you (would you as if it was. 

I ^ant nothing to convmce me, su, that the countess 
loveS you You know the rest of my information 
Judge foi me, what I can, what I ought to believe • — 
You know the rumouis of the world concer nin g you 
Even I, who stay so much at home, and have not 
taken the least pains to find out my wietchedness, nor 
to confirm it, since I knew it, have come to the healing 
of It , and if you know the license taken with both 
yom characteis, and yet coriespond so openly, must it 
not look to me, that you value not youi honour in the 
world’s eye, nor my lady her’s ^ I told you, sir, the 
answer she made to hei uncle 
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You told me, my deal, as you weie told Be tendei 
of a lady’s leputation — ^foi youi own sake No one is 
exempted fiom calumny, and even woids said, and 
the occasion of saying them not known, may beai a 
veiy diffeient constiuction flora what they would haie 
done, had the occasion been told 

This may be all tiue, sii I wish the lady would be 
as tendei of her i^utation, as I would lae, let her 
injure me in youi affections as she will But can you 
say, sii, that theie is nothmg between you, that should 
710/ be, accoiding to notions of viitue and honoui, 
and accoiding to youi own, which 1 took piide in, 
befoie that fatal masqueiade? 

You answer me not, continued I , and may I not 
fauly piesume you aie not able to answei me as I wish 
to be answei ed ^ But come, deaiest sii, (and I put my 
aims lound his neck,) let me not uige you too boldly 
I will nevei foiget youi benefits and youi past kindness 
to me I have been a happy cieatuie* No one, till 
within these few weeks, was evei so happy as I 1 
will love you still with a passion as aident as cvei I 
loved you Absence cannot lessen such a love as mine 
I am sure it cannot 

I see youi difficulties You have gone too fai to 
recede If you can make it easy to youi conscience, I 
will wait with patience my happiei destiny , and 1 will 
wish to live, (if I can be convinced you wish me not 
to die,) in ordei to pi ay foi you, and to be a direct! ess 
to the fiist education of my deaiest baby 

You sigh, deal sii , lepose youi beloved face next to 
my fond heait ’Tis all youi own and evei shall be, 
let It, or let it not, be worthy of the honoui in your 
estimation. 

But yet, my deal Mi B , if one could as easily, 

in tlie prime of sensual youth, look twenty yeais for- 
waid, as one can twenty yeais backward, what an 
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empty vanity, what a mere nothing, will be all thohc 
giobsci Gatibfactionb, that now give wings of dcsiic to 
oui debased appetites > 

Motives of religion will have then due foice upon 
yont mind one day, 1 hope , as, blessed be God ' they 
have enabled me to talk to you on such a touching 
point, (aitet iniimte stiugglcs, I own,) with so much 
tempei and lusignation, and then, my deaicsL Mi 

B ' when we come to that last bed, horn which 

the piety of oui fi lends shall lift us, but horn which we 
shall nevei be able to i<use oui selves foi, deal su, 
yoiu countess, and you, and youi pool Pamela, must all 
come to this ' — we shall find what it is will give ns the 
tiuc |oy, and enable us to suppoit the pangs of the dying 
houi — Think you, my deaiest su, (and I i)icshed niy 
lips to his forehead, as his head was i cclmed on my 
thiobbmg bosom,) that //v«, m that impoitant moment, 
what now gives us the gicatost pleasuic, will have any 
pait in oui considetation, but as it may give us woe or 
corafoi t m the reflection ^ 

But I will not, I will not, O best beloved of my 
soul' afflict you faithci — ^Why should T thus sudden 
all youi gaudy prospects ^ I have said enough to such 
a hew t as yours, if divine giace touches it And if not, 
all <1 can say will be of no avail ' — I will leave you 
tlieiefore to that, and to you own icilections And, 
aftci giving you ten thousand thanks for your kind, 
your indulgent patience with me, 1 will only beg, that 
I may set out in a week foi Kent, with my deal Billy , 
that you will icceive one Icttei, at least, from me, of 
giatitude and blessings, it shall not lie of upbuidings 
and exclamations 

But my child you must not deny me , foi J shall 
haunt, like his shadow, evety place wheicin you sliall 
put my Billy, if you should be so unkind to deny him 
to me ' — And if, niorcovei, you will peimitme to have 



132 PAMELA 

the dear Mifis Goodwin With me, as you had 
given me room to hope, I will lead over all the boo s 
of education, and digest them as well as I am able, m 
01 del to send you my scheme, and to shew you how it 
I hope your indulgence, at least, will make you think 
me, of having two such precious tiusts reposed in me 

I was silent, waiting in tears Ins answer But nis 
geneious heart was touched, and seemed to hvboui 
within him foi expression 

He came round to me at last, and took me in his 
arms Exalted creature ' said he Noble-minded 
Pamela ’ Let no bar be put between us henceforth 
No wondei, when one looks back to your liist promis- 
mg dawn of excellence, that youi fuller day should thus 
irresistibly dazzle such weak eyes as mine Whatevei 
It costs me, and I have been inconsiderately led on by 
blmd passion foi an object too chaimmg, but which 1 
never thought equal to my Pamela, I will (for it is yet, 
I bless God, in my power) restore to youi viUue a 
husband all your own 

0 Bii ’ sir ' (and I should have sunk down with 
joy, had not his kind arms supported me,) what have 
you said ^ — Can I be so happy as to behold you innocent 
as to deed ^ God, of his infinite goodness, continue 
you both so ' — ^And oh ' that the dear lady vrould 
make me as truly love her for the graces of her mind, 
as I admire hei for the advantages of hei pet son ' 

You are virtue itself, my dearest life, and fiom this 
moment I will reverence you as my tutelary angel I 
shall behold you with awe, and implicitly give up myself 
to all your dictates , for what you say, and what you 
do, must be evei light — But I will not, my deaiest life, 
too lavishly promise, lest you should think it the sudden 
effect of passions thus movingly touched, and which 
may subside again when the soul, as you obseived in 
your own case, smks to its former level But this I 
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promise you, (and I hope you believe me, and will 
paidon the pain I have given you, which made me feai, 
moie than once, that your head was affected, so tm~ 
common, yet hO Ide yourself, has been the mannci of 
your acting,) that I will bieak off a couespondence 
that has given you so much uncasinesfi And my 
Pamela may believe, that, if I can be as good as my 
word in this point, she will nevei nioie be in dangei of 
any rival whatevei 

But say, my deal love, (added he,) say you foigivc 
me, and icsume but youi foimei chccifulness, and 
affectionate icgaids to me, rise I shall suspect the 
Ginceiity of youl forgiveness And you shall indeed go 
to Kent , but not without me, noi youi boy ncithci , 
and, if you insist upon it, the pool child, you have 
wished so often and so generously to have, shall be 
given up absolutely to youi disposal. 

Do you think, madam, I could speak any one distinct 
sentence!* No, indeed I could not — Paidon, paidon 
you, deal sii ' — and 1 sunk down on my knees horn 
his arms — All I beg — all I hope — Tour pardon — my 
thankfulness — O spare me — spare me but woids — 
And indeed I was just choaked witli my joy , 1 nevci 
was 8?) m my whole life befoic And my eyes wcie m 
a m«nnci fixed, as the deai man told me altciwaiih , 
and that he was a little staitled, seeing nothing but the 
whites , for the sight was out of its 01 bits, in a niannei 
lifted up to heaven — in ecstasy foi a tuin so sudden, and 
so unexpected • 

We weie foiced to sepaiate soon aftei , for thcie 
was no bearing each othei, so excessive was my joy, 
and his goodness He left me, and went down to his 
own closet 

fudge my employment yon will, I am suic, my deai 
lady I had new ecstasy to be blest with, in a thank- 
fulness so exalted, that it left me all light and pleasant. 



134 


PAMELA 


as if I had bhook off body, and tiod in aii , so much 
heaviness had I lost, and so much joy had I received • 
— Fiomtwo such exti ernes, how was it possible I could 
piesently hit the medium ' — Foi when I had given up 
my beloved husband as lost to me, and had di ended the 
consequences to his futuie state , to lind him not only 
untainted as to deed, but, in all probability, mine upon 
better and suiei teims than evei — O, madam ' — must 
not this give a joy beyond all joy, and sm passing all 
expiession ' 

About eight o’clock Mi B sent me up these 

lines fiom hia closet, winch will explain what I meant, 
as to the papeis I must beg your ladyship to leturn me 


‘My Dear Pamela, 

*I have so much leal concern at the 
anguish I have given you, and am so much affected 
with the lecollection of the uncommon scenes which 
passed between us just now, that I wiite, because I 
know not how to look so excellent a creature in the 
face — ^You must theiefoie sup without me, and take 
youi Mis Jervis to bed with you; who, I doubt not, 
knows all this affaii , and you may tell hei the happy 
event *« 

‘You must not inteifeie with me just now, my deai, 
while I am writing upon a subject which takes up all 
my attention, and which requiring gieat delicacy, I 
may, possibly, be all night befoie I can please myself 
in It 

‘ I am detei mined, absolutely, to make good my 
promise to you But if you have wiitten to youi 
mother, to Miss Dainfoid, oi to Lady Daveis, any 
thing of this affaii, you must shew me the copies of 
your letteis, and let me into eveiy tittle how you came 
by your infoimation — I solemnly promise you, on my 
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honoui, (that has not yet been violated to you, .ind I 
hope nevei will,) that not a boul bhall know oi sulFei 
by the communication, not even Tuinci , foi 1 am 
confident he has had t>ome hand in it This lequcbt 
you must comply with, if you can confide in me ; foi 
1 shall make bome ube of it, (as piudent an one as 1 
am able,) foi the bake of evciy one conceined, in the 
conclusion of the coiicbpondence between the laily md 
myself Whatevei you may have said, in the bitreiness 
of youi heait, m the letteib J lequiic to see, oi what- 
evei any of those, to whom they aie duected, shall say, 
on^he bad piospect, shall be loigiven, and looked upon 
as deset ved, by 

‘ Youi evei -obliged and faithful, 8cc * 

I letuined tlie following 

‘Diarist, Diar Hir, 

‘ ] will uoi hicak in upon you while you aie 
so impoitantly employed. Mu. Jeivis has indeed seen 
my concein for sonic tune past, and has heaid lumoiiis, 
as I know by hints she has, fium time to time, {pveii 
me , but hei prudence, and my leseives, have kept us 
fiom laying any thing to one anuthci oi it Neithei 
my iflothei, noi Mibb Dainfoid, know a Utile of it Jiora 
me I have leceivtd a lettci of civility fiom mibs, and 
have answcicd it, taking and giving thanks foi the 
plcasuie of each othci’s company, and best lespecis 
fiom hei, and the T/incolnshiie families, to youi dear 
self. These, my copy, and hci oiiginal, you shall see 
when you plcate. J)ul, m iiuth, all that has passed is 
between Lady Daveis and me, and 1 have not kept 
copies of mine , but 1 will despatch a mesaengei to hei 
ladyship lor them, if you pleise, in the moimng, hefoie 
It lb light, not doubting your kind promise of excusing 
eveiy thing, and eveiy body, 
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beg, deal su, you will take caie youi health 
sufFeis not by youi sitting up , foi the nights aie cold 
and damp 

‘ I will, now you have given me the libei ty, let Mi s 
Jeivis know how happy you have made me, by dissi- 
pating my feais, and tlie idle lumouu, as I shall call 
them to hei, of calumniatois 

‘ God bless you, deal sii ' foi youi goodness and 
favoui to 

‘Youi evei-dutiiul 

‘P B ’ 


He was pleased to letuin me this 
*My Dearest Life, 

‘ You need not be m such haste to send If 
you wiite to Lady Daveis how the mattei has ended, 
let me see the copy of it, and be veiy paiticulai m 
you/f 01 latlaei my tiial It shall be a standing lesson 
to me foi my futuie instiuction, as it will be a liesh 
demonstration of youi excellence, which eveiy houi I 
moie and more admire I am glad Lady Daveis only 
knows the mattei I think I ought to avoid seeing 
you, till I can assuie you that eveiy thing is accom- 
modated to youi desue Longman has sent me some 
advices, which will make it pioper foi me to meet him 
at Bedfoid 01 Gloucestci I will not go to ^unbiidge 
till I have all youi papeis , and so you'll have three 
days’ time to piocuie them Youi boy, and your pen- 
manship, will find you no disagreeable employment till 
I I etui n Nevertheless, on second thoughts, I will do 
myself the pleasure of bieakfasting with you in the 
moining, to leassure you of my unalterable pin pose to 
approve myself, 

‘ My dearest life, 

‘ Ever faithfully yours ’ 
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Thus, I hope, is happily ended this dieadful aflFaii 
My next shall inloim youi ladyship of the paihcuhiis 
of oui bieakfast conveisation l)ut 1 would not slip 
this post without acquainting you with this blessed 
tuin , and to beg the fivoui of you to send me back 
my lettcis, which will hy a new obligation upon. 
Deal madam, 

Youi obliged sibtci, and humble seivant, 

V B — - 


LltTTltR XXIIT 

MRS n , To lADY nAVI-RS 

My Diarist Laia, 

Youi joyful coiicspondcnt has oblaiuod leave 
to get evciy thing leady to quit London by Knday 
next, when youi kind biothei pi onuses to cany me 
down to Kent, and allows me to take my chaimci with 
me Thcic’s happiness for you, madam ' To sec, as 
I hope I shall sec, upon one blessed spot, .1 deal faith- 
ful husband, a beloved child, and a fatiici and niothci, 
whujjn I so much love and honoui ’ 

]^i B told me this voluntaiily this moining at 

bieakfast, and thin, in the kindest mannii, took leave 
of me, and set out fot Bcdloidshue 

But L should, .ueouluig to my pionust, givi youi 
ladyship a few paiticulais of oui bic'aklasl eonfcicnee. 

L bid Polly withdraw when In t niaslei came up to 
bieakfast, and 1 tan to the dooi to meet him, and 
thiew myself on my knees O forgive me, dcaust, 
deal 811, all my boldness of ytstcidiiy ' — My licMrt was 
suangcly affected — 01 I could not have actwl as 1 did 

But ncvci fcai, my dcaicst Mi B , that my lutuic 

conduct shall be dilleicnt liom what it used to be, 
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01 that I shall keep up to a spirit, winch you haidly 
thought had place in the heai t of youi dutiful PanieLi, 
till she was thus severely tried 

I have weighed well youi conduct, my deal life, 
laising me to his bosom, and I find an unifoimity in 
It that IS suipiisingly just 

Theie is in youi composition, indeed, the stiangest 
mixtuie of meekness and high spiiit, that evei I met 
with Nevei was a sauciei deal giil than you, in youi 
maiden days, when you thought youi honoui in dangei 
Nevei a moie condescending goodness, when youi feais 
weie at an end Now again, when you had leason, as 
you believed, to apprehend a conduct m me, unwoithy 
of my obligations to you, and of youi puiity, you use 
in youi spiiit, with a dignity that betomes an injuied 
pel son , and yet you foi get not, in the height of youi 
lesentmcnts, that angelic sweetness of tempei, and leadi- 
nesb to foigive, which so well become a lady who lives 
as you live, and piactises what you piactisc My 
deaicst Pamela, I see, continued he, selves not God 
foi nought In a bettci sense I speak it, than the 
maligner spoke it of lob Since in eveiy action of 
youis, the heavenly diiection you so constantly invoke, 
shews Itself thus beautifully ^ 

And now again, this chaiming condescension,*' the 
moment you aie made easy, is an assurance, that youi 
affectionate sweetness is letuined And I cannot feai 
any thing, but that I shall nevei be able to desei ve it 
He led me to the tea-table, and sat down close by 
me. Polly came in. If eveiy thing, said he, be heie, 
that youi lady wants, you may withdiaw, and let 
Colbiand and Abiaham know I shall be with them 
piesently Nobody shall wait upon me but you, my 
deal 

Polly withdiew 

You aie all goodness, sii And how geneiously, how 
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kindly do you account foi tliat raiKtiue 10 my tLmpei 
you speak of — Depend upon iL, deal hi, that I will 
neyei glow upon this youi indulgence 

I always hvetl you, my deaiest, said he , and th it 
with a passionate fondness, which has not, 1 date say, 
many examples in ihe maiiicd life But 1 tewie you 
now And so gicat is my leveienec foi youi vutut, 
that I chose to sit up all night, as I now do 10 leave 
you foi a few days, until, by disengaging myself fioni 
all inteicoui'ses that have given you uneasmtss, I can 
convince you, that I have lendeicd myself as wot thy 
as I can be of such an angel, even upon youi own 
teims I will account to you, continued he, foi eveiy 
step I slutU take, and will icveal to you cveiy step I 
have taken Foi this X tan do, bccviuse the lady's 
honoui IS untainted, and wicked lumoui has ticaied 
liei woise than slic could deseivc 

1 told him, that since he had been pleased to name 
the lady, I would take the liberty to say, I was glad, 
for hei own sake, to hcai that Changing tlu subject 
a little precipitately, as if it gave him pain, he told me, 
as above, that I might piepaie on Fiiday foi Kent , 
and I patted with him witli gieatci jileasiuc than evei 1 
did#n my life* So necessaiy sometimes .11 c alllictionH, 
nouonly to teach one how to subdue one's jiassions, 
and to make us, in oui haiipicst states, know we aie 
still on caitli, but even, when they aie ovci blown, to 
augment and ledouble oui joys • 

I am now giving ouleis foi my jouiney, and quitting 
tins undehghtful town, as it lia« been, and is, 10 me 
My next will be fioin Kent, I hope} and jitTluips 1 
shall then have an oppoitunity to acquaint your ladyship 
with the paiticulaiB, and (if (Xod answer my piayeis) 
the conclusion of the aflaii, which has given me so 
much uneasiness. 

Mean-ume I am, with the gieatesL gutiiiule loi the 
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kind shaie you have taken m my past afflictiona, my 
good lady, 

Youi ladyship’s 

Most obliged sistei, and seivant, 


LETTER XXIV 

LADY DA VERS, TO MRS B 

My Dearest Pamela, 

Enclosed aie all the letteis you send foi 1 
lejoice with you upon tlie turn this afflicting affaii has 
taken, thiough youi inimitable piudence, and a com age 
I thought not in you. — wietch i — to give you so 
much discomposuie ’ — But I will not, if he be good 
now, lave against him, as 1 was going to do — I am 
impatient to heai what account he gives of the mattei 
I hope he will be able to abandon this — 1 won’t call 
hei names , foi she loves the wietch , and that, if he 
be just to you, will be hci punishment 

What care ought these young widows to lak#* of 
then reputation I — And how watchful ought thc)^ to 
be ovei themselves ' — She was haidly out of hci weeds, 
and yet must go to a masqueiade, and tempt hei fate, 
with all hei passions about hei, with an independence, 
and an affluence of fortune, that made hei able to think, 
of nothing but gutifymg them 

Then hei loid and she had been maiiied but biiely 
two yeais , and one of them she was foiced, with the 
gayest tempei in the world, to be his nuiac foi, 
always inclined to a consumptive indisposition, he 
languished, without hope, a twelvemonth, and then 
died 
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She has good qualities — is geneious — noble — but 
hah htiong passionh, and is thoughtlesh and piLLipitani 

My loid came home to mt last Tuesday, with a 
long atoiy of my biothei and hei , foi 1 had kept the 
mattci as sccicl ab I could, loi his sake and youis It 

bceras he had it horn Sii John , uncle to tlu young 

Loid C , who IS veiy earnest to bung on a tieaty 

of maiiiage between hei and his nephew, who is in 
love with her, and is a line young gentleman , but has 
held back, on the libeitics bhc has lately given hei sell 
with my biothei 

1 hope bhc IS innocent ab to fact , but I know not 
what to say to it He ought to be hanged, if he did 
not say she was Yet T have a gieat opinion of Ins 
veiacity ‘ And yet he is hO bold a wictch •'—And hei 
incouhidciation is ho gieat 

But, lest T should alaim youi feais, I will wait till I 
have die account ho gives you of this daik aftaii , uU 
when, I congutulatc you upon the leave you have 
obtained to quit the town, and on youi setting out fui 
a place so much nearer to Tunbudge. Poigive me, 
Pamela { but he is an mb iguing wi etch • and 1 woultl 
not have you to be too becuie, lest the dibajipointmcnt 
should be woibc* foi you, than what you knew bcfoie 
But asBiue youuclf, that 1 am, in all cases and events, 
Youi affecUonaie sisiei and admiiei, 

B. Davi Rs. 

P S Youi bai, and some oihtn paits ol youi con-' 
duct in youi tnal^ as you cdl it, make me (as, by 
youi account, it seemed to do him) appiehenstve, 
that you wouUl haidly have been able to have kept 
youi intellect so untouched as wcie to be wished, 
had this aflau piocecdcd And this, as it would 
have been the most deploiahle misfoitune that 
could have befallen us, who love and admiie you 
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so justly, ledoubles ray joy, that it is likely to 
end so happily God send it may ' 


LETTER XXV 

MR.S H 1 TO LADY DAVFRS 

My Dearfst Lady, 

Ml B came back fiom Bedtoidshiie to 

his time Eveiy thing being in readiness, we set out 
with my baby, and his muse Mis Teivis, when 
eveiy thing in London is settled by hei diiection, goes 
to Bedfoidshiie 

We weie met by my fathci and mothei in a chaise 
and pail, which youi kind biothei had piesentcd to 
them unknown to me, that they might often take the 
au togethei, and go to chuich in it (which is at some 
distance fiom them,) on Sundays The dii\ei is 
clothed in a good blown cloth suit, but no lively , foi 

that my paients could not have boine, as Mi B ’s 

goodness made him considei 

You] ladyship must needs think how we weie all 
ovei joyed at tins meeting Foi my own pait, I caqnot 
expiess how much I was tianspoited, when we ainv^d 
at the faim-house, to see all 1 delighted in, upon one 
happy spot together ' 

Ml B IS much pleased with the alteiations 

made heie, * and it is a sweet, luial, and convenient 
place 

We weie welcomed into these paits by the bells, and 
by the mimstei, and people of most note, and weie at 
church togethei on Sunday. 

Mr B IS to set out on Tuesday for Tunbiidge, 

with my papers A happy issue attend tliat affaii, I 
* Sue Vol II Letter I 
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pray God • He has given me the following pai tiLuhii s 
of it, to the time of my tiial, beginning at the 
masqueiade 

He sayb, that at the masquciadc, when, pleabcd 
with the fail nun’h thapc, an, and voiee, he had 
followed hei to a coinei mobt nnobscived, ‘.he ‘.aid in 
Italian, Why .11 c my ictucmcnts invaded, audacious 
Spanuid^ 

Because, my deal nun, I hope you would hive 
It so 

I can no othciwisc, ictuined she, stiike dead thy 
bold piesumption, than to shew thee my scoin and 
angei thus — ^And unmasking, sht suipiiscd me, h.iid 

Ml B , with a lace as bcauliful, but not so soft, 

as my Pamela’s — And T, said Mi. B , to shew I 

can defy youi icscntmcnt, will shew you a countenance 
as intiepid, as youis is lovely And so he diew aside 
his mask too 

He says, he obseivcd his fan nun to be followed, 
wherevei she went, by a mask habited like Testimony 
in Su Couitly Nice, whose attention was lixed upon 
hei and him, and he doubted not that it was Mt 
Tuiaei So he and the l.iii nun took dilTeicnt way., 
and” he joined me and Miss Dtunfuid, .md found nu 
engaged m the mannci T i elated to ycmi Kidysliip m a 
foimer Icitci , and his nun at Ins edbow, unexpetteil 

That afteiwaids, as he was engaged in I'leneh with 
a lady who had the diess of an Indian puncess, and 
the mask of an hthiopiaii, his hui nun said, in bioken 
Spanish, Alt thou at all t omplcxions ^ ^By St 
Ignatius, I believe tliou’it a lovei < 

[ im tiying, i( plied he, in luilian, whcthci I t.iii 
meet with any lady compai.ible to my lovely nun. 

And what is the icsult^ 

Not one , no, not one 
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I wish you could not help being in earnest, said 
she , and slid from him 

He engaged hei next at the sideboard, dunking 
under her veil a glass of champaign You know, 
Pamela, said he, theie nevei was a sweeter mouth in 
the woild, than the countess’s, except your own She 
drew away the glass, as if, unobseived by any body, 
to shew me the lower pait of hei face 

I cannot say, continued he, but I was stiuck with 
her chaiming manner, and an unieseivedness of air and 
behaviour, that I had not before seen so becoming — 
The place, and the freedom of conversation and 
depoitraent allowed theie, gave her great advantages, 
in my eye, although hei habit requiied, as I thought, 
continued he, a little more gravity and circumspection 
And I could not tell how to lesist a seciet piide and 
vanity, which is but too natural to both sexes, when 
they aie taken notice of by persons so woithy of 
regard 

Natuially fond of eveiy thing that carried the face of 
an intrigue, I longed to know who this chaiming nun 
was. — And next time I engaged her. My good sisui, 
said I, how happy should T be, if I might be admitted 
to a conversation with you at your giate ' 

Answei me, said she, thou bold Spaniaid, (for 'that 
was a name she seemed fond to call me by, which gave 
me to imagine, that boldness was a qualification with 
which she was not displeased ’Tis not unusual with 
our vain sex, observed he, to constiue even repioaches 
to our advantage,) Is the lady here, whose shackles 
thou weaiest ^ 

Do I look like a man shackled, my fairest nun ^ 

No — No ' not much like such an one But I fancy 
thy wife 18 eithei a widow, or a quaker ’’ 

Neither, replied I, taking, by equivocation, hci 
question hteially 
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And art thou not a mariied wretch ^ Answer me 
q^uickly ' — We are observed 

No — said I 

Swear to me tliou art not 

By St Ignatius, then* For, my dear, I was no 
•wretch, you know 

Enough * said she — and slid away , and the fanatic 
would fain have engaged her, but she avoided him as 
industriously 

Before I was aware, continued Mi B , she was 

at my elbow, and, in Italian, said, That fair quaker 
yonder is the wit of the assemble e hei eyes seem 
always »diiected to tliy motions and her person shews 
spme intimacies have passed with somebody Is it 
with thee ^ 

It would be ray glory if it was, said I, weie hei face 
answerable to hei peison 

Is It not ^ 

I long to know, replied Mr B 

I am glad thou dost not 

I am glad to hear my hur nun say that 

Dost thou, said she, hate shackles ^ Or is it, that 
thy hour is not yet come ■' 

If wish, replied he, this be not the hour, the vei y 
hoilr — pretending (naughty gentleman ' — What ways 
these men have ' — ) to sigh 

She went agam to the sideboaid, put hei handkei- 

chief upon it Mi B followed hei, and observed 

all her motions She diank a glass of lemonade, as 
he of Burgundy , and a person in a domino, who was 
supposed to be the king, passing by, took up every 

one’s attention but Mi B ’s, who eyed hei 

handkei chief, not doubting but she laid it there on 
purpose to forget to take it up Accordingly she left 
It there , and slipping by him, he, unobserved, as he 
believes, put it in his pocket, and at one cornei found 
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the covei of a lettei, — To tlie Right Honomable the 

Countess Dowager of 

That aftei tins, the fan nun was so bliy, bO reserved, 
and seemed so studiously to avoid him, that he had no 
oppoitunity to letuin hei handkerchief, and the fanatic 
observing how she shunned him, said, in Flench, What, 
monsieui, have you done to youi nun ^ 

1 found hei to be a veiy coquette , and told hci bo , 
— and she is offended 

How could you affiont a lady, leplied he, with 
such a charming face ? 

By that, I had reason to tlnnk, said Mi B , 

tliat he had seen her unmask , and I said — It becomcb 
not any chaiactci, but that you weai, to piy into the 
seciets of otheu, in oidei to make ill-natuicdicinaikb, 
and pel haps to take ungentlemanlike advantages 

No man would make that obseivation, letuined he, 
whose views would beai piying into 

I was nettled, said Mi B , at this waim letort, 

and diew aside my mask Noi would any man, who 
woie not a mask, tell me bo ' 

He took not the chtdlenge, and bhd fiom me, and I 
saw him no moie that night 

So * thought I, anothei instance this might have 
been of the gloiious consequenceb of masquciading — 
O, my lady, these masquerades aie abominable things ' 
The king, they said, met with a free spcakei that 
night In tiuth, I was not veiy soiry foi it , foi ir 
monaichs will lay aside then soveieign distinctions, 
and mingle tlius in masquerade with the worst as well 
as the highest (I cannot say best) of then subjects, let 
’em take the consequence — ^Pcihaps they might have a 
chance to heai moie truth here than in then palaces — 
the only good that possibly can accrue fiom them — 
that IS to say — If they made a good use of it when 
they heaid it Foi, you see, my monaich, though 
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told the truth, as it happened, leteivcd the hint with 
inoie lesentmcnt than thankfulnesb ' — So, ’tis too 
likely, did the nionjich of us both. 

And now, n>y lady, you need not doubt, that bo 
polite a gentleman would find an oppoitunity to letuin 
the nun hei handkerchief — To be sme he would 
Foi what man of honom would tob .i lady ol .my patt 
of hei appnieP And should he that wanted to steal 
.1 heart, content himself with a handkei chief ^ — No, 
no, that was not to be expected — So what does he 
do, but icBolve*, the veiy nexl day, afiei dinnei, the 
soonest oppoitunity he could well take, because of the 
late houis the night befotc, to puibue this .iflaii ’ 
Accoidmgly, the pool qiiaker little thinking of the 
mattei, away goes hci naughty Spaniaid, to lind out 
hib nun at hci giatc, oi in hui pailoui inihei. 

He asks foi the coimtcsb la admitted into tin 
outwaid pailoui — Hei woimn eomch down, lecjuiieH 
hib name and huamesa His name he mentioned not. 
Hia busmcHh waa, to icstoie into hci lady's own hands, 
something she had diopt the night bcfoie -Was 
deaiicd to wait 

1 should have told youi ladyship, that he was 
diessqd veiy iichly — ^liaving no design at .ill to make 
eonquesth , no, not he ' — O tins wicked love ol 
intiiguc' — A kind of ohvc-eolouied velvet, and line 
broc,ided waistcoiit 1 h.ud, when he took leave ot 
me, You’ic a chaiming Mi B — — • and saluted him, 
moie pleasingly than he ictuined it, but little tlul 1 
think, when I plaited so smooth hib iich Inccd luHles, 
ind hobom, whcic he was going, oi what he had m 
hib plotting heaiL,— He went in his own chariot, th.it 
he did So that he hud no design to conceal who he 
was — But intiigue, a new eonqueat, vanity, pnde ' — 
O these men ' — They had need talk of ladies '—But it is 
half oui own fault, indeed it is, to encout age then v.inuy 
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Well, madam, he waited till his staLelinesh was 
moved to send up again, that he would wait on hei 
ladyship some othei time — So down she came, diessed 
most iichly, jewels in hei bieast, and in het haii, and 
eais — But with n veiy leseived and stately an — He 
appioached hei — Methinks I see him, deal saucy 
gentleman You know, madam, what a noble mannei 
of addiess he has ' 

He took the handkei chief hom hib bosom, with an 
an , and kissing it, piesented it to hei, saying. This 
happy estiay, thus lestoied, begs leave, by me, to 
acknowledge its lovely owner ' 

What mean you, an ^ — ^Who be you, su >* — What 
mean you ^ 

Youi ladyship will excuse me but I am incapable 
of meaning any thing but what is lionouiable — (iVti, 
to he mu ) — This, madam, you left last night, when 
the domino took up eveiy one’s attention but mine, 
which was much bettei engaged, and 1 take the 
libeity to lestoie it to you 

She tuincd to the maik, a coionct, at one cointi 
’Tia tiue, ail, I see now it is one of mine but such 
a tiifle was not woithy of being bi ought by such a 
gentleman as you seem to be , noi of my tiouble to 
leceive it in peison Youi seivant, su, might ,have 
deliveied the bagatelle to mine 

Nothing should be called so, that belongs to the 
Countess of 

She was no countess, su, that dropt that handkei - 
chief, and a gentleman would not attempt to peuetiatc, 
unbecomingly, thiough the disguises that a lady thinks 
pi Opel to assume, especially at such a place, wheie 
eveiy inquiiy should begin and end 

This, madam, from a lady, who had unmasked — 
because ihe tt/ould not be Inonon ' — Veiy pietty, indeed • 
— Oh ' these slight cobweb aiis of modesty ' so easily 
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seen thiough — Hence such advantages against us aie 
taken by the men 

She had looked out of hei window, and seen no 
arms quaiteied with his own , foi you know, my Udy, 
I would nevei peimit any to be piocuied foi me So, 
she doubted not, it seems, but he was an unman led 
gentleman, as he had intimated to hei the night 
befoie 

He told hei, it was impossible, after having had 
the oppoitunity of seeing the finest lady m the woild, 
not to wish to see hei again , and that he hoped he 
did not, unbecommgly, bieak thiough hei ladyship’s 
leserves Noi had he made any inquiiies eithei on 
the spot, 01 off of It, having had a much beLtei duection 
by accident 

As how, 811 ^ said she, as he told me, with so be- 
witching an an, between attentive and pleasant, that, 
bold gentleman, foi getting all mannei of distince, so 
eaily too' he clasped his aims lound her waist, and 
saluted hei, stiugghng with angei and indignation, he 
says But 1 think little of that* 

Whence this insolence <*— How now, sii >* — Begone • 
weie hei woids, and she lung the bell , but he set his 
back«against the door — (I nevei heaid such boldness 
in my life, madam') — till she would foigive him — 
And It is plain she was not so angiy as she pretended , 
foi her woman coming, she was calmei Nelthoipe, 
said she, fetch my snuff-box with the lavendei in it 

Hei woman went , and then she said. You told me, 
sii, last night, of yout intiepidness I think you aie 
the boldest man I evei met with But, sii, suiely you 
ought to know, that you aie not now in the Hay- 
maiket 

1 think, tiuly, madam, the lady might have saved 
hei self that speech , foi, upon my woid, they neithei 
of them woie masks — Though they ought both to have 
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put on one of blushes — 1 am suie 1 do foi them, while 
I am wilting 

Hei iiiesistible loveliness seived foi an excuse, that 
she could not disappiove fiom a man she disliked not , 
and his iiiesistible — may I say assurance, madam’ — 
found too icady an excuse 

Well, but, sn, said I, pi ay, when hei ladyship was 
made acquainted that you weie a mauied gentleman, 
how then ’ — I long to heai, how then ’ — Pray, did 
she iind it out, 01 did you tell hei ’ 

Patience, my deal ' 

Well, play, sii, go on — What was next ’ 

Why, next, I put on a moie lespectful and tendei 
au I would have taken hei hand indeed, but she 
would not peirait it , and when she saw I would not 
go till hci lavendei snuff came down, (foi so I told 
hei, and hei woman was not in liaste,! she seated 
hei self , and I took my place by hei, and began upon 
1 subject of a chaiming lady I saw the night befoie, aftei 
I had paitcd with hei ladyship, but not equal by any 
means to hei And I was confident this would engage 
hei attention , foi I nevei knew the Indy, who thought 
hei self handsome, that was not taken by this tojne 
Flatteiy and admiiation, Pamela, aie the two piincipal 
engines by which oui sex make then fiibt appiotiches 
to youis, and if you listen to us, we aic sme, eithei 
by the sap 01 the mine, to succeed, and blow you up, 
whenevei we please, if we do but take caie to suit 
OUI selves to youi paiticulai foibleb , 01, to cany on 
the metaphoi, point oui battcues to youi weak side 
Foi the strongest foi ti esses, my deni, aie weakei in 
one place than anothei — A. fine thing, bii, said I, to 
be so learned a gentleman ' — I wish, howevei, thought 
I, you had always come honestly by youi knowledge 
When the lavendei snuff came down, continued he, 
we were engaged m an agieeable disputation, which I 
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had uised on puipohP to pklUc Ihm opjio'.ituni, '.In 
having all the advantage in it , and in ordci to my 
giving It up, when she wan mt< nt ujKin it, .i’ a ni u k 
of my conHtlciation foi hci. 

[ the lebb wondci, bu, haid T, at yoni boldm’i'i 
(patdon the woid') with such a l.idy, in ycmi 
vibit, bcLaube of hei fiei'doms, when niahked , lu'i un- 
mahking, and lici handkeithict, and U'Uei-to'vei. To 
be huie the lady, when iihc i,.iw, nest day, iiui h .1 hnt 
gentleman, .ind 'luth .in handbome equipage, h.id little 
leabon, aftci hei othei (icudoniu, to be bo vety imt 
with you, as 10 dciline .m eni.n.uing it)«veti..ittim, 
calculated on puipoHi to engage liei attention, and to 
lengthen out your vimt But elul '.he not a.ik you who 
you wcie'* 

Hei htivanth did oi mint —And hei woman (foi I 
knew all alttrwatdH, when we were belli i .utpiiinteni} 
came, and whitipcied htr lady, that I wait Mr B 
of Bcdfoidshue , and had an minienae catate, to whu h 
tliey weie ho kind as to add two 01 tliree tliotwaml 
poundfi a ye.u , out of put e good-will to me* * I thank them* 

But pi ay, dear Rir, wh.it h.ul you m view in all thii> ' 
Did you intend to caiiy ihiN mattei, at liiM, ,e. lat .1. 
evci ^ou could 

I had at fitst, my di.ii, no view, hut muU an piidi 
and vanity hiiggPHtcd to me I wa-. (.itiied aw.iy hy 
inconbuletation, and the love of iruiigue, without bti 
much ab giving myself any thought ahmit the eon- 
bequences The lady, 1 ohbeived, h.id .dnindaiue of 
fine quahticb. I thought I eould eonvirite with hei 
on a veiy agrceiible foot, and hei honour 1 knew, .it 
any time, would picheive me mine, tf ever 1 flhould 
find it m danger' and, m ray houl, I jiieferied my 
Pamela to all the ladieB on eaiih, and qiieHtiomd not, 
but that, and your virtue, would be nnothei barnei to 
ray fidelity 
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As to the notion of polygamy, I nevei, but ra the 
levity of speech, and the wantonness of aigument, like 
othei lively young fellows, who think they have wit 
to shew, when they advance something out of the 
common way, had it in my head I thought myself 
doubly bound by the laws of my country, to discourage 
that way of thinking, as I was a live hundredth part of 
one of die blanches of the legislature, and, mconsidei- 
able as that is, yet it makes one too consideiable, in 
my opinion, to break those laws one should lathei join 
all one’s inteiest to enforce 

In a woid, therefoie, pride, vanity, thoughtlessness, 
weie my misguideis, as I said The countess’s honoui 
and character, and youi viitue and meiit, my dear, and 
my obligations to you, weie my defences But I find 
one should avoid the hrst appeal ances of evil One 
knows not one’s own stiength ’Tis piesumptuous to 
depend upon it, wheie wit and beauty are m the way 
on one side, and youth and strong passions on the othci 

You certainly, su, say light But be pleased to 
tell me what hei ladyship said, when she knew you 
were man led ^ 

The countess’s woman was in my inteiest, and let 
me into some of her lady’s seciets, having a ^gieat 
share in hei confidence, and particularly acquainted 
me how loath her lady was to believe I was niaiued 
I had paid her three visits m town, and attended hei 
once to her seat upon the Forest, befoie she heaid 
that I was But when she was assuicd of it, and 
duected hei Nelthoipe to ask me about it, and 1 
readily owned it, she was gieatly incensed, though 
nothing but general civilities, and intimacies not incon- 
sistent with honouiable fiiendship, had passed between 
us The consequence was, she forbade my evei seeing 
her again, and set out with her sister and the viscount 
for Tunbridge, where she staid about three weeks 
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I thought I had alieady gone too fai, and blamed 
myseli foi peimitling hei ladytihip ho long to bcheve 
me a aingle man, and heit tht mattei had diopped, m 

all piobabihty, had not a ball given by my Loid , 

to which, unknown to each othei, we weie both, a. 
albo the vibcouniebh, invited, bioughl uh again into one 
anothci’s company The lady withdiew, aftci a while, 
with hci Histei, to anothei apaitment , and being ic- 
bolvcd upon peiaonal icciimination, (which ib what a 
lady, who ih lebolved to bteak with a tavouiite object, 
bhould nevei tiuHt hei self with,) sent foi me, and le- 
proached me on my conduct, m which hei biytei joined 
I owned liankly, that it was lathei gayety than 
design, that made me give cause, at the mabcpieiaJe, 
loi hci ladyship to think 1 was not maiiied , foi that 
I had a wife, who had a thousand excellencies, and 
was my pride and my boast* that I held it veiy 
possible foi a gentleman and lady to cairy on an 
innocent and honoui able fiicudshtp, in a Jamily way , 
and I was sure, when she and hci sistci saw my spouse, 
they would not be displeased with hei acipiaintance , 
and all diat I had to icpioach myself with, was, rhai 
aftci having, at the masqueiadc, given leason to think 1 
was*not man led, I had been loath, officiously^ to say I 
was, although iL nevei was my intention to conceal it 
In shoit, I acquitted mysclt so well with both ladies, 
that a family intimacy was consented to 

I lenowed my visits , and we accounted to one 
anothei ’b honoui, by entcimg upon a kind of Platonic 
system, in which bi*x was to have no mannei of 
concein 

But, my deal Pamela, I muht own myself extiemely 
blamable, because 1 knew die wuild, and human natuic, 
I will say bettei than the lady, who nevei bcfoie had 
been Ousted into u upon her own feet ; and who, not- 
withstanding that wit and vivacity which cveiy one 
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admiies in hei, gave hei self little time foi consideiation, 
as she had met witli a man, whose peison and con- 
veisation she did not dislike, and whose circumstances 
and spuit set him above soidid oi meicenaiy viewi> 
"and, besides, I made myself useful to hei in some of 
hei affaiis, wheiein she had been giossly abused, which 
bi ought us into moie intimate and fiequent convei nations, 
than otheiwise we should have had oppoi tunities foi 

I ought theiefoie to have moie ciiefuUy guaided 
against inconveniencies, which I knew weie so likely 
to aiise from such intimacies, and the lathei, as I 
hinted, because the lady had no appiehension at all of 
any So that, my deai, if 1 have no eitcuse fiom 
human fiailty, fiom youth, and the chaims of the 
object, I am entiiely destitute of any 

I see Ml B , said I, theie is a gieat deal to be 

said foi the lady I wish I could say thei e was foi 
the gentleman But such a fine lady had been safe, 
witli all hei inconsideiation, and so, foi give me, sir, 
would tlie gentleman, with all his intiiguing spiiit, had 
It not been for these vile masqueiades Nevei, deal 
sii, think of going to anothei 

Why, my deal, he was pleased to say, those aie 
least of all to be tiusted at tliese diveisions, who'^aie 
most desirous to go to them. — Of this I am now fully 
convinced 

Well, sii, I long to hear the fuithei paiticulais ot 
this stoiy Foi this geneious openness, now the affaii 
IS over, cannot but be giateful to me, as it shews me 
you have no leseives, and as it tends to convince me, 
tliat the lady was less blamable than I appiehended she 
was Foi dearly do I love, foi the honoui of my sex, 
to find ladies of biith and quality innocent, who have 
so many opportunities of knowing and piactismg then 
duties, above what meanei pel sons can have — Else, 
while the one fails thiough surpiise and ignoiance, it 
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will look (16 if the othet r were faulty fiom inclination 
And what a dihgiace ib that uiion the sex m gcncul ' 
And what a triumph to the wicked ones of youis ' 

Well obseived, ray dcai This is like youi gencious 
and deep way of thinking 

Well, but, deal uU, piocccd if you plcabe — Youi 
leconuliation ih now tfFected a fucndbhip quad- 
lupaitite lb commenced And the viscountebb and 
myself are to lind eeraent foi the erecting of an edifice , 
that ih to be devoted to Platonic love. Whal, may I 
ahk, came next** And what did you design should 
come of It ^ 

The Oxfoid jouincy, my deal, followed next ; and 
It wab my fault, that you weic not a paity in it foi 
both ladies wcie vciy dusuous of youi company but it 
being about the time you weie going abioad, altei your 
lying-in, I excused you to them Yet tht‘y both 
longed to see you , especially, ab by this time, you may 
believe, they knew all yotti stoiy And besides, when- 
ever you were mentioned, 1 always did justice, as well 
to your mind as to youi peison 5 and tins, not only foi 
the sake of justice, but, to say tiuth, because it gave 
the two sibteis, and the viscount, (whose softly chai- 
actei, and his lady’s prudent and icspectful conduct to 
him, notwithstanding that, («c both so well known,) 
less cause of suspicion, that 1 had any dishonourable 
designs upon the dowagei lady 

Mies Dainford will have it, pci nut me, my good 
lady, to obseivc, that T shall liavi some mciil, with 
legal d to the lest of my sex, il I can be a means to 
icfoim such a dangcious spiiit of inttigue, as that of 
youi deal biothci and the histoiy of this affair from 
his own mouth, made me begin to pude myself on this 
head Foi was he not, think you, madam, in this case, 
a sad man ^ — And how deeply was he able to lay his 
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mischiefs i And how much had tins hne kdy been to 
be pitied, had she fallen by his ai tt , as he was almost 
the only man, who, by leason of the giaccfulness of his 
pel son, his geneiosity, couiage, ample foitune, and wit, 
could have made hei unhappy I — God be piaised, that 
It was stopped in time, (although, as it seems, but ju&t 
in time,) as well for the poor lady’s sake, at foi Mi 
B ’s and my own I 

Excuse me, madam, foi this digiession But yet, 
foi what I am going to le^ieat, I shall want still failhci 
excuse , foi 1 cannot resist a little using vanity, 
u]ion a compaiiaon, (though only as to fcatuieh,) drawn 

by Ml B , between tlie countess and me , which, 

howevei the piefeience he gives me in it maybe un- 
deserved, yet It cannot but be veiy agieeable, m this 
paiticulat case of a iivalry, to one who takes so much 
piidc in his good opinion, and who makes it hei chief 
study, by all honest and laudable means, to pieseivc it , 
but who else, I hope, am lai fioiu considtimg such a 
tiansitoiy advantage, (had I it in as gieat a deguc as 
his kind fancy imputes it to me,) but as it deserves I 
will give It, as near as I can, in his owh woids 

It may not be altogethci amiss, my deal, now 1 Jiave 
mentioned the justice I always did youi charactei and 
merit, to give you a brief account of a compaiison, 
which once the countess’s curiosity dicw from me, 
between your featuies and heis 

She and I were alone m the bay-window of hei 
libraiy, which commands a fine view over Windsoi 
Foicst, but which view we could not enjoy; foi it 
lained, and blew a huuicane almost, which detained us 
within, although we weie ready dressed to go abioad 

I began a subject which nevei fads to make the 
woist of weather agreeable to a fine lady; that of 
praising hei beauty, and the symmctiy of liei featmes. 
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telling hei how much I thought eveiy graceful one in 
her face adoined tlie lest, as if they weie all foimed to 
give and receive advantage from each othei I added, 
appioaching her, as if the more attentively to peiuse 
hei fine face, that I believed it possible, fiom the 
transpaient whiteness of her skin, and the cleai blue- 
ness of her veins, to discovei the cnculation without a 
microscope 

Keep youi distance, Mr B , said she Does 

youi magnifying thus egiegiously the giaces you impute 
to my outward foim, agiee with youi Plaiotuc scheme ^ 
Youi eye, penetiating as you imagine it to be, pieices 
not deep enough foi a Platonic, if you cannot look 
faither than the white and the blue, and diacovei the 
circulation of the spiiit , foi oui fiiendship is all mind, 
you know 

Tiue, madam , but if the face is the index of the 
mind, when I contemplate yours, I see and leveie the 
beauties of both in one And what Platonic laws foi- 
bid us to do justice to the one, when we adraiie the 
other ^ 

Well, sit you down, bold Mi B , sit you down 

and answei me a question or two on this subject, since 
you will be always laising my vanity upon it 

I did, saluting hei hand only, that was his word , 
which I took notice of in tlie deal Platonic, though I 
said nothing 

Tell me now of a tiuth, with all the chaims youi 
too agreeable flatteiy gives me, which is the most lovely, 
your Pamela oi myself^ 

I told her, you were both incompaiable, in a diffeient 
way 

Well, said she, I give up the peison and an in 
general, because I have heaid tliat she is slendeiei and 
better shaped than most ladies , but foi a few pai ticu- 
lais, as to face, (invidious as the comparison may be, 
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and concerned as you aie to justify your choice,) 1*11 

begin with the haa ^ Mr B Whose hair is of 

most advantage to hei complexion ^ — Come, I fancy I 
shall, at least, divide peifections with youi Pamela 
Youi ladyship’s delicate light blown is extiemely 
beautiful, and mlinitely better becomes youi complexion 
and featuies than would that lovely shining aubuin, 
which suits best with my gill’s 

You must know, Pamda, I always called you my 
gill to hei, as I do fiequently to youi self and otheis 
So she excels me theie, I find ' 

I don’t say so 

Well, but as to the forehead. Mi B ^ 

Indeed, madam, my giil has some advantage, I 
presume to think, in hei foiehead she has a noble open- 
ness and fieedom there, which bespeaks hei mind, and 
eveiy body’s favoui, the moment she appeals Not but 
that your ladyship’s, next to hers, is the finest I ever 
saw 

So • — Ntxt to hers ' lubbing hei foiehead — Well, 
BROWS, Mr B 

Youi ladyship’s fine aich-biow is a beauty in youi 
fair face, that a pencil cannot imitate j but then youi 
faiier hair shews it not to that advantage, I muslrneeds 
say, which her darker hau gives to hers ; for, as to 
coMPEFxioN, you aie both so charmingly fair, that I 
cannot, for my life, tell to which to give the pieference. 

Well, well, foolish man, said she, peevishly, thou ait 
stiangely taken with thy girl ' — I wish thou wouldst go 
about thy business — ^What signifies a little bad weather 
to men ' — But if her complexion is as good as mine, it 
must look bettei, because of hei daik hail — I shall 
come pooily off, I find' — Let’s have the tvis, how- 
evei 

For black eyes in my girl, and blue in youi ladyship, 
they aie both the loveliest I ever beheld — And, 
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Pamela, I was wicked enough to say, that it would be 
the sweetest travelling in the world, to have you both 
placed at fifty mdes distance fiom each othei, and to 
pass the piime of one’s life fiom black to blue, andfiom 
blue to black, and it would be impossible to know 
which to piefei, but the present. 

Ah I naughty Mi B ' said I, weie you not 

woise than the countess a gieat deal ^ 

The countess is not bad, my dear I only was m 
fault 

But what, su, did she say to you ^ 

Say ' Why die saucy lady did what very few ladies 
have ever done She made the powder fly out of my 
wig, by a smait cuff, with hei nimble fingeis 
And how, sir, did you take that ^ 

How, my deal ' — ^Why, I kissed hei in levenge 
Fine doings between two Platonics ' thought 1 
But I will own to you, madam, that my vanity in 
this compaiison was too much soothed, not to wish to 
hear how it was carried on 

Well, sir, did you proceed further in youi com- 
parison ^ 

I knew, my dear, you would not let me finish at halt 
youi picture — O Pamela ' who says you are absolutely 
perfect ^ Who says there is no sex in youi mind ? and 
tapped my neck 

All IS owing, sir, to the piide I take in your opinion 
I care not how indifferent I appear in the eyes of all 
the world besides. 

The CHEEK came next, pioceeded Mi B I 

allowed her ladyship to have a liveliei caimine in heis , 
and that it was somewhat loondei, her ladyship being 
a little plumper than my gul , but that your face, my 
dear, being rather smaller featured of the two, there was 
an inimitably finer turn in your cheek than I had evei 
seen in my life in any lady’s 
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Hei ladyship, he said, stioked hei cheek bones, 
which, however, madam, I think, aie fai fioin being 
high, (though, to be sme, she is a little laigei featuied, 
in excellent piopoition foi all that, as she is of a tallei 
and a largei make than me,) and said, Veiy well, an , 
you aie detei mined to moitify me But, added hei 
ladyship, (which shewed, madam, she little depended 
upon Platonicism in him,) if you have a n/fw in this, 
you will be gieatly mistaken. I’ll assuie you Foi, let 
me tell you, sii, the lady who can think meanly of 
herself, is any man’s pui chase 

The NOSE I left in doubt, said Mi B , but 

allowed that each was exquisitely beautiful on its own 
pioper face 

Hei ladyship was suie of a piefeience m hei mouth 
I allowed that hei ups weie somewhat plumpei — and 
saluting her by surpiise, (foi which I had much ado to 
piescive my wig flora anothei disoidei,) — a little softei, 
of consequence, but not quite so led — foi, said I, 1 
never saw a lip of so iich and balmy a led m my hie 
as my gill’s 

But youi sMiLLs, madam, aie moie bewitchingly fiee 
and atti active , foi my gul is a little too giavc 

As to lEETH, chaiming as youi ladyship's aic, I 
think heis not a whit infeiioi in whiteness and legulaiity. 

Hei CHIN lb a sweet addition to hei face, by that 
easy soft half lound, that looks as if natuie had begun 
at top, and gave that as hei fimshing stioke to the lest 
while, my deai lady, yoms is a little, little too stiong 
featuied, but such is so infimtely becomes youi face, 
that my gill’s chin would not have half the beauty upon 
youi face 

Hei EAK.S, my lady, aie just such as youi own — 
Must they not be beautiful then ^ — Hei neck, though 
It must not presume — ^let me see, madam, appioaching 
her — (Keep youi distance, su I I was foiced to do 
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so) — ^though It must not piUend to excel yoius foi 
whitenesB, yet, except youis, did I nevei see any neck 
so beautiful But youi ladyship, it must be conlessed, 
being a little plumpei in peison, has the advantage hae 

I had a sinait lap ou my knuckles with hei fan 
And she would heai no moic. But was icsolved she 
would see you, she said. 

And, my deal, 1 am the moic paiticulai in lepeiting 
that compaiative dcsciiption o( the two chaumngLSt 
pel sons in lingland, because you will sec the u ison, 
(and that it wis not to insult you,'^ as you lightly 
judged in youi lettci to my sistei, but to yoiu advantage,) 
that 1 gave way to the impoitunity ol the countess to 
see you, ioi I little thought you weic so well acquainted 
with oui intimacy , much less, Uiat we hid btin made 
moie intimate, to you, than cvci, in tiuth, we wcic, oi 
pel haps might hive been And when 1 asked you, 
Why you wcie not moic iichly dicssed, and had not 
yoiu jewels ^ you may believe, (as 1 had no leason to 
doubt, that the countess would come m all hei orna- 
ments,) I was not willing ray gul should give way to 
the noble emulatiess in any thing , being concerned foi 
youi own honoui, as well as mine, m the supeiionty ol 
beauty I had so justly given you 

Well, sii, to be suie this was kind, vciy kind , and 
little was 1 disposed (knowing what I knew) to pass 
so favoiuablc i constiuction on youi gcnciusity to me 

My question lo hci ladyship, continued Mi B , 

at going away, Whethci you wcie not the cliaimmgest 
gul in the woiJd^ which, sciMng you togethei at one 
view, uch as she was dicssed, and plain as you, ga\e 
me the double plcasuit (a plcasuic, she said afterwaids, 
T exulted m) ol deciding in yooi lavoui , my leadmess 
to expl iin to you what wc both said, and hei not un- 
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geneious antwei, I thought would have entitled me to 
a bettei return than a flood of teais, which confirmed 
me, that youi past uneasiness was a jealousy I was not 
willing to allow in you, though I should have been 
more indulgent to it, had I known the giounds you 
thought you had foi it , and this was the reason of my 
leaving you so abruptly as I did 

Heie, madam. Mi B bloke off, refeiiing to 

anothei time the conclusion of his nariative And, 
having wiitten a gieat deal, 1 will heie also close this 
lettei, (though possibly I may not send it till I send 
the conclusion of this stoiy in my next,) with the 
issuiance that I am 

Youi ladyship’s obliged sister and seivant, 

P B 


LETTER XXVI 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

My Dear Lady, 

Now I will proceed with my foimei subject , 
and with the greater pleasuie, as what follows Kiakei. 
still more in favoui of the countess’s charactei than 
what went before, although that set it in a bettei light 
than It had once appealed to me in I began as 
follows 

Will you be pleased, sii, to favoui me with the con- 
tinuation of oui last subject? I will, my deai You 
left off, sir, with acquitting me (as knowing what I 
knew) foi breaking out into that flood of tears, which 
occasioned your abiupt departure But, deal sii, will 
you be pleased to satisfy me about that affecting inform- 
ation of your intention, and my lady’s, to hve at 
7'unbridgc together ? 
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*Tis absolutely malice and falhehood Oiii miimacy 
had not proceeded to far , and, thoughtless as niy sistei’s 
letteis suppose the lady, she would have spurned at siu.h 
a pioposal, I dale say 

Well , but then, hi, as to tlic evpiession to het uncle , 
that she had lathei have been a ccitain gentleman’s 
second wife ^ 

T believe she might, in a passion, say something like 
It to him He had been teasing hci (fiom the time 
that I held an aigument in favour of that foolish topic 
polygamy, in his company, and his niece’s, and in that 
of hei sistei and the viscount) with cautions against 
conveising with a man, who, having, as he was pleased 
to say behind my back, maiiicd beneath him, wanted 
to engage the affections of a lady of biith, in ordei to 
lecovei, by doubling the fault upon hci, the lopufation 
he had lost. 

She despised his insmuation enough to answei him, 
that she thought my aiguments in behalf of polygamy 
weie convincing Tlus set him a raving, .ind he thiew 
some coaisc icflcctions upon her, which could not be 
lepeated, if one may guess at them, by her being unable 
to tell me what they weie , and then, to vex him more, 
and fo ie\engc heiself, she said somctlnng like what 
was leportcd And this was handle enough hu Jici 
uncle, who took caie to piopag.iLc it with an indiscretion 
pecuhai to himself, foi I hcaid of it m thice dilfcient 
companies, bcfoie 1 knew any thing of it fiom herself, 
and when I did, it was so icpeated, as you, my dear, 
would baldly have censuied her foi it, the piovocation 
considei ed 

Well , but then, deai sii, there is nothing at all 
amiss, at this late, in the coriespondencc between my 
lady and you •' 

Not on her side, T dare say, if hci ladyship can be 
excused to punctilio, and foi having a gicatci esteem 

c. 2 
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for a maiiied anan than he can deseive, oi than may 
be sti icily defended to a peison of youi purity and 
niceness 

Well, sii, this IS veiy noble in you I love to heat 
the gentlemen gcneious in points wheie the honoui of 
oui sex IS conceined But, pi ay, sii, what then was 
theie onyauf side, in that mattei, that made you give 
me so patient and so kind a heaimg ^ 

Now, my deal, you come to the point At liist it 
was, as I have said befoie, nothing in me but vanity, 
piide, and love of intiiguc, to tiy my stiength, whcie 1 
had met with some encouragement, as I tliought, at 
the masqueiade , whcit tlie lady went faithei too than 
she would have done, had ahe not thought I was a 
single man Foi, by what 1 have told you, Pamela, 
you will obseive, that she endeavouied to satisfy heiself 
on that head, as soon as she well could Mi s Nelthoipc 
acquainted me afteiwaids, when wc wcie bettci known 
to each othei, that hci lady was so paitial in my favoui, 
(Who can always govcin then fancies, my deal '*) as 
to think, so eaily as at tlic niasquciadc, that, if cvciy 
tiling answcicd appeal anccs, and that 1 weic a single 
man, she, who has a noble and independent foM:une, 
might possibly be induced to make me happy in hei 
choice. 

opposing then that I was unman led, she left a 
signal ioi me in hei handkei chief I visited hci , had 
the honoui, aftei the customaiy hist shyness, of being 
well leceivcd by her , and continued my visits, till, 
pci haps, she would have been glad I had not been 
mairied but, when she found I was, she avoided me, 
as I have told you, till the accident I mentioned thicw 
us again upon each othei , which icnewed oui intimacy 
upon teims, which you would think too inconsideiate 
on one side, and too dcsigmng on the othei 

Foi myself, what can I say^ Only that you gave 
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me gieal disgusL., (without cause, as T thought,) by 
yoiu unwonted leccption of mt Ilvci m teart and 
gnef, the countess evu ditciful and lively and, 
apprehending dial youi temper was* entiiely ehanging, 

I believed I had no bad cxcubc to cndeavoui to make 
myself easy and ehceiful abioad, bince my home beeamc 
moie iikbonie to me than cyei I believed it could be 
Then, as we natuially love thobc who love us, I had 
vanity, and some icason foi my vanity, (indeed all vain 
men believe they ha\c,) to think the countess had nioie 
than an indifTeicnee foi me She was so e'caspeiated 
by the wiong methods taken with an independent lady 
ol hei geneiouH spiiiL, to bieak off the acquaintance 
widi me, that, in levengc, ahe domed me less than cvei 
oppoi tunities of hei company The pleasuie we took 
in each othei’s convcisation waa loeipiocal ^riic 
woild’b lepoUb had united ub m one common cause, 
and you, as I said, had made hoint lesa deligJit/uI to 
me than it used to be . What might not then have been 
appichcndcd fiom bo many eueumstanceb concuiung; 
with the lady’b beauty and my fiailty • 

I waited on her to Tunbiidge Shi took a house 
then. Wheie people’s tongues will Lake so much 
liberty, when they have no foundation foi it at all, and 
wheic the utmost eii eumbpcetion ih used, what will 
they not say whci c so liUli of tlie lattci ib ohsei veil 
No wondci then that ten ms wene aaid to be agieeil 
upon between us I''iom hei uncle’s stoiy of poh^imyt 
pioposcd by mo, and seemingly agiecd to by hei, no 
wondti that all youi infoimation was 

buimibcd 

And thus stood the mattci, when i was dotcumned 
to give youi e.iusc foi uneaBincas a heaiing, and to take 
my measures aecoiding to what should icsult fiom that 
hearing 

Fiom this account, dcai sii, said I, it will not be ao 
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difHcult, as 1 was ah aid iL would be, to end this afFaii, 
even to hei ladyships x satisfaction 
I hope not, my deal 

But if now, bii, tlic countess should still be desiious 
not to bleak with you, horn so chaiming a lady, who 
knows what may happen ^ 

Veiy tiuc, Pamela But, to make you still easiei, I 
will tell you, that hei ladyship has a iiist cousin maiiicd 
to a pel son going with a public chaiactei to sevcial of 
the Italian couits , and, had it not been foi my pei- 
suasions, she would have accepted of tlieii eainesi 
invitations, and passed a yeai oi two in Italy, whtie 
she once lesided foi tlncc yeais togethei, which makes 
hei so perfect a misticss of Italian 

Now I will let hei know, additionally to what 1 
have wiittcn to hei, Uic uneasiness I have given you, 
ind, so fai as it is piopei, what is come to youi eais, 
and youi geneious account of hei, and the chaims of 
hei pel son, of which she will not be a liitle pioud , 
foi she has ically noble and geneious sentiments, and 
tliinkb well (though hci si>tei, m pleas intiy, will have 
It, a little enviously) of you And when I shall 
endeavoui to peisuade hei to go, loi the sake of hei 
own chaiactei, to a place and countiy of which '"she 
was always fond, I am apt to think she will come into 
It , foi she has a gicatei opimon of my judgment than 
it deseives And I know a young loid, who may be 
easily peisuaded to follow hei thithei, and bung hci 
back his lady, if he can obtain her consent And what 
say you, Pamela, to tins ? 

O, sii I I believe I shall begin to love tlie lady 
dually, and that is what I nevei thought 1 should, I 
hope this will be bi ought about 

But I see, give me leave to say, sii, how dangeiously 
you might have gone on, botli you and the lady, under 
the notion of this Platonic love, till two piecious souls 
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might have been lost ' And tins shews one, as well in 
spiiituals as tempoials, fiom what slight beginnings the 
gieatesL mischiefs sometimes spiing , and how easily at 
fiist a bleach may be stopped, tliat, when neglected, the 
waves of passion will widen till they beai down all 
befoie them ' 

Youi obseivation, my dcai, is pist, leplied Mi 

B , and though I am confident the latly was moi e 

m earnest than myself m the notion of ]*latonic love, 
yet am 1 convinced, and always was, that Plitonu 
love is Platonic nonsense ’Tis the fly biiz/ing about 
the blaze, till its wings aie scoiched Oi, to speaL still 
stiongei, It IS a bait of the devil to catch the unc\- 
peiienced and thoughtless Noi ought such notions to 
be pietcnded to till the paitics aie five 01 ton ycais on 
the othei side of theu gi md cliniacteiic foi age, old 
age, and nothing else, must establish the baiueis to 
Platonic love But, continued he, this was my com- 
paiative consolation, though a veiy bad one, that, had 
1 sweived, I should not hive given tlie only instance 
wheie pel sons, moic sciupulous than I pictcnd to be, 
have begun fiiendships even with spiiitual views, and 
ended them as giossly as I could have done, weie the 
ladylo have been as liail as hci tcmptei 

Hcie, madam. Mi B finished his nauative 

He IS now set out foi Tunbridge with ill my pajicis 
I have no doubt in Jus honoui and kintl assuiances, and 
hope my next will be a joyful lettei , mil that I shall 
inf 01m you in it, that the afTau,wlucli went so ncai my 
heait, IS absolutely concluded to my Stitisf action, to Mr 

B 's, and to the countess's , for if it be so to all 

thiee, my happiness, 1 doubt not, will be founded on a 
peimanent basis Mean-time 1 am, my deal good lady. 
Your most affectionate 

And obliged sistei and servant, 

P, B- 
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LETTER XXVII 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

A NEW nnsfoitune, my deal lady ' — But this is of God 
Almighty’s sending , so must beai it patiently. My 
deal baby la taken with the small-pox ' To how 
many troubles aie the happiest of us subjected m this 
life ' One need not multiply them by one’s own 
wilful mismanagements l — I am able to mind nothing 
else ' 

I had 80 much joy (as I told youi ladyship in the 
beginning of my last lettei but one) to see, on oui 

ainval it the faim-house, my dealest Mi B , my 

beloved baby, and my good fathei and mothei, all 
upon one happy spot togethei, that I feai 1 was too 
pioud — Yet I was truly diankful • — I am suie 1 wab ' 
— But I had, notwithstanding, too much piide, and 
too much pleasuic, on this happy occasion 

I told youi ladyship, in my last, that youi deal 
biothei set out on Tuesday moining foi Tunbiidge 
with my papers and I was longing to know the lesult, 
hoping that eveiy thing would be concluded trf the 
satisfaction of all thice Foi, thought I, if this be so, 
my happiness must be peimanent But, al?s ' alas ' 
theie IS nothing permanent in this life I feel it by 
expel lence now ’ — I knew it befoie by theoiy ' But 
that was not so neai and so mteiesting by half 

Foi, in the midst of all my pleasuies and liopes , in 
the midst of my deal patents’ joy and congiatulations 
on oui aiiival, and on what had passed so happily 
since we weic last heie together, (in the buth of the 
dear child, and my safety, foi which they had been so 
apprehensive,) the pool baby was taken ill It was 
on that very Tuesday afternoon his papa set out foi 
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Tunbudge But wo knew not it would bo the small- 
pox till Thuisday O, madiim ' how iiic all the 
plea&uief. I had fotmcd to myself sickened now upon 
me ' foi my Billy ih vciy bad 

They talk of <i kind boit , but, alas * they talk at 
landom loi they come not ou( it till ' How then can 
they say they are kind^ — I feai the nuiso’s constitution 
IS too hale and too uch foi the deal baby ' — Had I 
been pcimitted — But, hush ' all my 1 opining //r f — 
Kxcept one if , and that is — JJ it be got happily ovci, 
It will be best ht had it so young, and while at the 
bicast ' 

Oh ' madam, madam ' The small appcaiancc that 
theic was, is gone m again And my child, my deal 
baby, will die '—The doclots seem to think so 

They want to send loi Mi B , to keep nu* 

fioni him ' — But I foi bid it ' — Foi what aigniliea hlc, 
01 any thing, if J cannot see my baby, while he is so 
dangciously ill ' 

My fathei and mother aie, foi the lust time, quite 
ciuel to me , they have foi bid me, and I never was so 
desiioub of disobeying them bcfoie, to attend thedaiJing 
of my hcait And why^ — Foi fcai of this pool 
lac(*' — Foi fcai I should get it mysiU ' — But 1 
am living low, veiy low, and have taken pio[)ej 
piecaiitions, by bleeding, and the like, to Ifiiicn 
the distcmpci’b fuiy, if I should have it , and the 
lest T leave to Piovidcnce Ami if Mi. B — 
value IS conlmcd so much to this pool ti ansiloi y sight- 
liness, he must not buak with his countess, I think t 
and if 1 am e\ei so dcfoimcd in person, my poor 
intellects, 1 hope, will not be impaiud, and, f shall, if 
God spaie my Billy, be useful in his lirst education, 
and be helpful to deal Miss Goodwin — oi to any 
babies — with all my heal t — he may make mo an humble 
muse too ' — How peevish, smluliy so, 1 doubt, does 
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this accidentj and then affectionate contiadiction, make 
one ' 

1 have this moment leceived the following fiom Mi 
B 


Mudstone 

‘ My Dearest Lovl, 

‘I am gieatly touched with the deal boy’s 
maladyj of which I have tins moment heaid I desiie 
you instantly to come to me luthei, in the chaiiot, with 
the beaiei, Colbiand 1 know what youi giict must 
be but as you can do the child no good, I beg you’ll 
oblige me Eveiy thmg is in a happy tiain , but I can 
think of nobody but you, and (foi youi sake piincipally, 
but not a little foi my own) my boy I will set out 
to meet you , foi I choose not to come myself, lest 
you should endeavoui to peisuadc me to peimit youi 
tallying about him, and I should be soiiy to deny you 
any thing I have taken lieie handsome apaitmcnts 
foi you, till the event, which I pi ay God may be 
happy, shall beitei deteiminc me what to do I will 
be evei 

* Youi affectionate ind faitb-ful ’ 


Maidstone indeed is not so veiy fai off, but one may 
heal eveiy day once oi twice, by a man and hoise , so 

I will go, to shew my obedience, since Mi B is 

so intent upon it — But I cannot live, if T am not 
pel mitted to come back — Oh i let me be enabled, 
gracious Fathei < to close thislettci moic happily than 
I have begun it ' 

1 have been so dreadfully uneasy at Maidstone, that 
Ml. B has been so good as to return with me 
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hithei , and I find my baby’s case not yet quite 
despeiate. — I am eahiei now I see him, in piesence ot 
his beloved papa — who lets me have all my way, and 
appioveb of my piepaiativc method foi mybclf , ind 
he tells me, that, since I will have it so, he will indul(;e 
me in my attendance on the child, and endeavoui to 
imitate my 1 chance on God — ^that is his kind cvpies- 
sion, — and leave the issue to Inm And on my telling 
him, that I feaied nothing in the disterapei, hut the 
loss of his love, he said, in piesenee of the doeLots, 
and my fithei and mothei, pichsing my hand to liis 
lips, My dcaiesL life' make youiselt easy midei this 
affliction, and appiehend nothing foi youisuU I lovt 
you moie foi youi mind than loi youi face That .iiitl 
yoiii pel son will be the same , and weie that sweet 
face to be eoveied with seams and seats, I will value 
you the mote foi the misfoitiuie And glad 1 am, that 
I had youi pietuie so well diawn in town, to satiafy 
those who have heaid of youi lovehneHS, what you 
weie, and hitheito aic Toi myself, my .idnuiiition 
lies dcepei , and, di awing me to the othei end of the 
loom, whispeiingly he said. The last une* ismesH between 
us, I now begin to think, was nece*asaiy, because it has 
tumed all my delight in you, moic than evei, to tin 
pcifections of youi mind, and so God pie'seives to me 
the life of my Pamcl i, 1 eaie not, fot my own pail, 
what lavages the disiempei makes lieu , and tapped 
my cheek 

How geneious, how noble, how eomlotling waa 
this < — I will make this use of it , I will now be 
lesigned moie and moie to this disjiensation, and pie- 
pau myself foi the woisL loi it is the dispensation of 
that God, who gave me ray baby, and .ill I have ' 

When I letiied, the lellceLions which I made*, on 
supposing the woist, gave butU to the following sciions 
lines (foi X cannot live without a pen in my lund), 
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written, as by a thud peison, suppose a good ministei 
Your ladyship will be pleased to give them your 
favouiable allowances 

Tell me, fond, weeping paieut, why 
Thou fen\t 80 much thy child should die ? 

’Tis tiue, tho* human fiatlty miy, 

Yet )eaton can’t, have much to siy 
What IS it thou thyself hast found 
In this dull, heavy, tiresome lound 
Of life — to make thtc wish thj son 
Should till o’ the like dark mazes luu ^ 

Suppose the woist « — ’Twill end thy feals, 

And flee thee fiom a woild ol eaies 
Poi, oh < what anxious thoughts aiise 
Fiom hopefull’st youths, to damp oiu jo>s ' 

Who, liom the morning’s biightest uy, 

Can piomise what will be the day ^ 


When I went fiom ray ajiaiLment, to go to my 

child, my deal Mi B met me at the niiiseiy- 

dooi, and led me back again You must not go in 
again, my deaiest They have just been giving the 
child othei things to tiy to diive out the malady, and 
some pustules seem to piomisc on his bicast 1 nvide 
no doubt my baby was then m extiemity , and I would 
have given the woild to have shed a few teais, but I 
could not 

With the most soothing goodness he led me to my 
desk, and withdiew to attend the deai baby himself , — 
to sec his last gaspings, pooi little lamb, I make no 
doubt ' 

This suspense, and my own stiange haidness of 
heait, that would not give up one tcai, (for the passage 
fiom that to my eyes seemed quite qhoaked up, which 
used to be so open and leady on othei occasions, 
affecting ones too,) pioduccd tlxese lines 
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why does my lulUswoln htdif deny 
The teal, lehef-ful, to my eye ? 

11 all my joys die pass’d iway, ] 

And thou, deal boy, to paiint day J- 
Ait ha&ting, the list debt to pay , J 
Resign me to thy will, my God I 
Let me, with piLiente, beai this lod 
Howevei he ivy be the stioki, 

If thou wilt not his doom 1 evoke, 

Let mi ill sinful lugiush shun, 

And say, lesign’d, ‘ 'Ihy will be done ' ' 

Two days have pibscd, dicadful days of suHpense * 
And now, blebscd be God' who has given me hoi)t 
tint out piayeis aic heaid, the pustules come kindly 
out, very thick in his bieasl, and on his face , but oi a 
good soit, they tell me —They won’t let me sec him , 
indeed they won’t ' — What ci tiel kindness is this ' 
One must beheve all they tell one ' 

But, my deal lady, my spxiits aie bo weak; I have 
such a violent hcadach, and have such 1 btiangc shiveung 
duioidei all running down my back, and 1 was so hoi 
just now, and am so cold at this piesent — Aguishly 
inclined — I don’t know how ' — ^that X must leave of>, 
the post going away, with the atsuianco that I am, 
and will be to the hst houi of my life, 

Youi hdyslup’b giateful 

And obliged sibtci and sei varit, 

1 ’ 11 
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LETTER XXVIII 

MR B , TO LADY DAVERS 

Mv Dear Sister, 

I take veiy kindly youi solicitude foi the 
health of my beloved Pamela The last line she wiote 
was to you , foi she took to hei bed the moment she 
laid down hei pen 

I told hei yoLU kind message, and wishes foi hei 
safety, by my loid’s gentleman, and she begged I 
would write a line to thank you, in hei^name, foi youi 
affectionate legaids to hei. 

She 18 in a fine way to do well Foi, with hei 
accustomed piudence, she had begun to piepaie hei self 
by a piopei legimen, the moment she knew the child’s 
illness was the small-jiox 

The woiat is ovei with the boy, which keeps up hei 
spirits , and hei mother is io excellent a nuise to both, 
and we are so happy likewise in the caie of a skilful 

physician, Di M , (who directs and approves of 

every thing the good dame does,) that it is a singular 
providence this malady seized them heie, and affords 
no small comfort to the dear cieaturc herself 

When I tell you, that, to all appccuance, her chaim- 
ing face wdl not leceive any disfigurement by this cruel 
enemy to beauty, I am sure you will congratulate me 
upon a felicity so desirable but, were it to be other- 
wise, if I were capable of alighting a person, whose 
puncipal beauties are much dcepei tlian the akin, 1 
should deserve to be thought the most unwoithy and 
superficial of husbands 

Whatever youi notions have been, my ever-ieady 
censuring Lady Daveis, of youi brothei, on a certain 
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affair, I do assuie you, that I nevci did, and ncvei can, 
love any woman as I love my Pamela 

It IB indeed impossible I can ever love her better 
than I do , and her outward beauties arc fai fiom being 
indifferent to me , yet, if I know myself, I am suie J 
have justice enough to love hci equally ^ and gcneiosity 
enough to be moie ttndet of her, wcie she to suffer by 
this distemper But, as hei humility, and hci affection 
to me, would induce her to think hci self undei gicatei 
obligation to me, foi such my tcndeintss to hci, wcie 
she to lose any the least valuable of hci peifcctions, I 
lejoicc that she will have no reason foi nioitification 
on that score 

My respects to Loid Davcis, and youi noble neigh- 
bouis I am 

Youi affectionate biothci. 

And humble scivant 


LETTER XXTX 

LADY DAVraS, TO MA. U 

* [In answci to the piecpdinp 1 

My Dlar Brothir, 

I do most hcaitily congiatulatc you on the 
recoveiy of Mastei Billy, and the good w my sistci 
IB in I am the moie lejoiccd, a** lici sweet face i« 
not likely to suffei by the malady , foi, be the beauties 
of the mind what they will, those of poison aic no 
small lecommendation, with some folks, I am sure , 
and I began to be afiaid, that when it was haidly possible 
foi both conjoined to keep a loving mind constant, that one 
only would not be suflicicnl 

This news gives mo the moie pleasuie, because I am 
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well mfoimed that a certain gay lady was pleased to 
give heiself aiis upon hearing of my sistei’s illness , as, 
that she could not be sorry foi it , foi now she should 
look upon hci self as the piettiest woman in England 
She meant only, I suppose, as to outnuard piettmess, 
biothei ' 

You give me the name of a nady censw et I own I 
tliink myself to be not a little inteiested in all that 
legal ds my brothel, and his honoui But when some 
people aie not leadiei to censuft^ than otlieis to trespass , 
I know not whethci they can with justice be styled 
censot lotis 

But, howcvei that be, the lod seems to have been 
held up as a warning — and that the blow, in the iiic- 
parable depiivation, is not given, is a meicy, which I 
hope will be deseived , though you ncvei can those 
vciy signal ones youieceivc at the divine hands, beyond 
any man I know Foi even (if I shall not be deemed 
censorious again) your very vices have been tuined to 
youi felicity, as if God would tiy the nobleness of the 
heart he has given you, by ovciconnng you (in answei 
to my sistei's constant piayeis, as well as mine) by 
meicies, i itlici than by judgments 

I might give instances of the tiuth ol this obscivtpion 
in almost all the actions and attempts of youi past life 
And take caie, (if you ate disiileased I W/ speak iL , 
take care,) thou bold wi etch, that if this method be 
ungratefully slighted, the uplifted aim fall not down 
with double weight on thy devoted head ' 

I must always love and honoui my biothei, but 
cannot help speaking ray mind Which, aftei all, is 
the natuial lesult of tliat vciy love and honou, and 
which obliges me to style myself 

Youi truly affectionate sistei, 

B Davirs 
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LETTER XXX 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVIRS 

My Dearlst Lady, 

My fubt Icttci, and Jiist dcvoiis, alLci tlionc 
of thankfulncBb to dial giacious God, who lus so 
happily conducted me ihiough two huch heavy Hulls, 
as my child's and my own illnebb, must be duelled to 
youi ladyship, with all due acknowledgment of youi 
gencioiib and aficctionate concern foi me 

We aie now picpaimg loi oui jomney to IJcdhud- 
bhiiO, and thcnc, to my gicat satislaction, I am to be 
favouied with the caic ot Mibs Goodwin 

Altci wc have tamed about a month thcic, Mi 

li will make a torn witli me thiotigh bevcial 

counties, (taking the Hall in the way, loi about a 
ioi might,) and bhew me what is lemaikable eveiy wheie 
as wc pasb , foi this, he is pleased to think, will better 
contribute to my health than any othti method, foi the 
distempei has left upon me a kind ot weauncbs and 
libtlebHncus And he piopobCb to be out with me till the 
Rath hcabon begins , and, by the aid ol those healing 
and bahamic waters, he hopes 1 shall he quite t htablislicd. 
Aftcrwaids he pioposcs to xciuin to Rtdfoidshiie loi a 
little while , then to London, and then to Kent , and, 
if nothing hindeis, has a gical mind to laiiy me ovci 
to Pans. 

Thus most kindly does he amuse and divert me with 
hiB ngiecablc schemes and proposals But 1 have made 
one amendment to them , and that is, that I must not 
be denied to pay niy uspccts to youi ladyship, at youi 
scat, and to my good lady countess in thi same 
ncighbouihood , and this will be far fiom being the 
least of my pleasures. 
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I have had congratulations without numbei upon my 
lecovery, but one among the lest, I did not expect, 
fiom the countess dowager Could you think it, madam ^ 
who sent me, by her gentleman, the following lettei 
from Tunbridge 

‘ Madam, 

* I hope, among the congratulations of yom 
numeious admireis, on your happy lecovery, my very 
sinceie ones will not be imacceptable I have no othei 
motive foi making you my compliments on this occasion, 
on so slendci an acquaintance, tlian the pkabuie it gives 
me, that the public, as well as youi piivate fi lends, have 
not been depiived of a lady, whose example, in eveiy 
duty of life, is of so much conccin to both May you, 
madam, long lejoicc in an uninteiiupted state of happi- 
ness, answerable to your meiits, and to youi own wishes, 
aie those of 

‘ Youi most obedient humble scivant ’ 
To this kind lettei I letuined the following 
* Madam, 

‘ I am under the highest obligation to youi 
geneious favoui, in yom kind compliments of congiatu- 
lation on my lecoveiy. Theie is something so noble 
and so condescending in the honoui you have done me, 
on so slender an acquaintance, that it bespeaks the 
exalted mind and chaiactei of a lady, who, in the 
piinciples of generosity, and in tiue nobleness of natuie, 
has no example. May God Almighty bless you, my 
dear lady, with all the good you wish me, and witli 
inciease of honoui and gloiy, both heie and heieaftei, 
plays, and will always pray, 

‘ Your ladyship’s 

‘ Most obliged and obedient servant, 

‘P B 
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This 

illness v^ads me to mention to youi ladyship, what my 

B Suld not permit me to do befoie, that Mr 

the couaet with such a reception and audience from 
offer antesB, when he attended hei, in all he had to 
what hf propose to hei, and in hei patient hearing of 
letters 'thought fit to lead hei, from youi ladyship’s 
deal Pbd mine, that he said, Don’t be jealous, my 
He mela , but I must admiie her as long as I live. 

I honouiuve me the particulais, so much to hei ladyship’s 
to admthat I told him. He should not only be welcome 
The e hei ladyship, but that I would admiie hei too 
fi'ession" parted veiy good fiiends, and with gieat pio- 

^^jSd uilof esteem foi each othei — And as Mi B 

o^pcoundei taken to inspect into some exceptionable 
jta Chei s and managements of hei ladyship’s bailiff, one 
w«* servants bought a lettei foi him on Monday 
covei jhoUy wiitten on that subject But her ladyship 
fiigliM kini and consideiate as to send it unsealed, in a 
hasteij directed to me When I opened it, I was 

raounsned to see it begin. To Mi B and I 

directied to find bm, in the walk up to the new-iaised 
upo^ — ^Deai sir — Heie’s some mistake — You see the 

^lon IS to Mis B ’Tib veiy plain — But 

dnustlmy word I have not lead it 
'theiefjn’t be uneasy, ray love — I know what the subject 
K be , but I dare sweai diere is nothing, nor will 
Ansi ever be, but what you 01 any body may see 
‘ e lead it, and giving it to me to peiuse, said, 
yjver youi self the postsciipt, my dear — That was — 
willisii, the trouble I give you is likely to subject you 
the Ijnr lady to uneasiness or appiehensions, I beg you 
Yet, not be concerned in it 1 will then set about 

adva^atter myself ^for my uncle I will not trouble 

I ' women enter into these particulars with as little 
Wage to themselves as inclination ’ 
told him, I was entirely easy and unapprehensive , 
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and, aftci all his goodness lo me, should be fcj, jf 
saw the countess eveiy day That’s kindly t 
dear, letuined he, but I will not tiust myself 
hei every day, oi at all, foi the piescnt I’ll asl 
I will not — But I shall be obliged to coricsp^jjjj 
hci foi a month oi so on tins occasion unifg^,^ 
piohibit It, and it shall be in youi powci toi Jq 


should 

jsee GUI 
begun, he 
me un- i 


I said, With my whole hcait he mighl , and 
be quite easy in both then honours 

Yet will I not, Pamela, said Jit, unless you 
Icttci s , loi I know she will always, now she ha' 
send in a covei to you whal she will wiite to 
scaled, and whelhei 1 am at home, oi abioadi*j\f^jjM 
take It unkindly if you do not lead them [ 

He went m with me, and wiote an inswci, Whicf^ ^ ‘ j] 
sent by the messcngci , but would make me, wl^^j^ 
would 01 not, leid it, ind seal it up with his sei 
all this medtd not to nit now, who think sc 
bettci of tile lady than I did beJoie, ami am ‘ '' 

sitislied in his own honoui and geneious adeetiP - 
me, foi you siw, madam, in whiit 1 wiote befoPS-*^'!^ 
he always loved me, ihough he was ingi y, at tii! . 
my ehaiige of tempei, as he appiehentled it, not 
ing that 1 was appiised of what had passed betwer*’ ’ 
and the countess ^ 

I ically am bettei pleased with this couespon^'*’''^’ ^ 
than I should have been, had it not been cairiet''‘» T^to 
because the scivants, on both sides, will see, b' ^ 1’ , 
depoilmcnt on the occasion, (and 1 will o/IieiouBly®^**’*'^^'" 
a smiling countenance, tluow myself in then ob‘ 
tion, ) that It IS quite innocent , and this may ht 
silence the mouths ol those who have so fieely cen * 
then conduct ' 

Indc'cd, madam, I tliink I have leceivcd no 
good myself by that affaii, which once lay so 1 
upon me F oi I don’t believe 1 shall evei be je 
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again , indeed I don’t think I bhall. And won’t that 
be an ugly foible ovciLome ? I see wh.it may be done, 
in cases not favoiuablc to oui wishes, by the aid ol 
piopci lelleclion , and that the bee is not the only 
cieatuic that may make honey out ol the Inttti lloweis, 
as well as the sweet 

My best and most gialcful lespccLs and thanks to 
my good Loid Davcis , to the eail, anti his evetllent 
countess , and, most paiticulaily, (o Lady Betty, (with 
whose kind compliments youi Lidyshiji .icnuaintH mt,) 
and to Ml H- foi all yoiu united t oiigiatul itions 
on my lecoveiy What obligations do I he uiuJe'i to 
such noble and geneious well-wiaheis ' — I i an make no 
ictuin, but by my pi ay t is, that God, by h\ goodness, 
will supply all my deletts And these will alwiys 
attend you, liom, my doaust lady, 

Youi Lvei obliged sisiei, 

And humble seivanl, 

P B. 

Ml H iH just amvetl. He says, he comes a 

special messenger, to make a icpoit how my face 
has come off He makes mo many comjilmienls 
wvipon It How kind youi ladyship is, lo eniii so 
favoiuably into the minutest concerns, which you 
think m.iy any way affect my liiuue hapinnesH in 
yoiu deal biothci’s o])mion ' — I want Lo poui out 
all my joy and my ihanUuliuss to God, befoie 

youi ladyshij), and the good Counitss ol C ' 

Foi I am a happy, yea, a blessed (leatuiei — Ml 

B ’s boy, youi ladyship’s boy, and my boy, 

IS chaimingly well , quite stiong, and veiy loi- 
waid, foi Iu8 months , and his papa is delighted 
with him moie ,md moie 
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letter XXXI 

^ TO MISS DAS.NFORD 

My Dear Miss Darnford, 

I hope you aie happy and well You kindly 
say, you can*t be so, till you heai of my peifecL le- 
covery And this, blessed be God ' you have heaid 
already fiom Mr B 

As to youi intimation of the laii nun, ’tis all happily 
ovei Blessed be God foi that too ' And I have a 
bettei and moie endeanng husband than evei Did 
you think that could be ■* 

My Billy too impioves eveiy day and ray deai 
fathei and mothei seem to have then youth lenewtd 
like the eagle’s. How many blessings have I to be 
thankful foi < 

We aie about to tuin tiavelleis, to tht noithein 
counties, I think, quite to Uie boideis , and afteiwaids 
to the westein, to Bath, to Biislol, and 1 know not 
whithei myself. But, among the icst, to 1 inLolnshiie, 
that you may be suie of Then how happy shall I be 
in my dear Miss Hainfoid • * 

I long to heal whfcthei poor Mis Jewkes is bettei 
01 worse for the advice of the docloi, whom I oideicd 
to attend hei fi om Stamfoi d , and in what fi ame hei 
mind IS 

Do, my deal, vouchsafe hei a visit in my name , 
tell hei, if she be low-apinted, what God hath done 
foi me, as to my lecoveiy, and comfoit hei all you 
can , and bid her spaie ncitlier expense nor attendance, 
noi any thing hei heait can wish foi, noi the company 
of any relations oi fi lends she may desiie to be with 
her 

If she is in hei /aurf stage^ pool soul I how noble will 
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It be in you to givL hci comfoit and consolation in hci 
dying houis ' 

Although we can meat nothing at the hand of God, 
yet I have a notion that we cannot descive mpie of one 
another, and m some bcnsc, foi that icason, of Hun, 
than in oui chautics on so trying an exigence ' When 
the pool soul stands shivcimg, as it weic, on the 
verge of death, and has nothing stiong, hut its fcais and 
doubts ' — Then a little balm pouicd into the wounds of 
the mind, a little comfoitmg advice to rely on God’s 
meicics, flom a good poison , how consolatoiy must il 
be ' And how, like morning mists bcfoie the sun, 
must all diffidences, and gloomy doubts, be chased 
away by it ' 

But, my deal Miss Dainfoid, the gieat occasion of 
my wilting to you [ust now, is, by Lady Davds’s 
desiie, on a quite diffeicnt subject fshc knows how 
we love one anothci And she has sent me the follow- 
ing lines by hei kinsman, who came to Kent, purposely 
to inquiic how my face faied m the small-pox , and 
accompanied us horn Kent hithei, [<. r to Bedfoid- 
shiie,] and sets out to-mouow loi Loul Daveis’s 


‘ My Dcar Pamlla, 

‘lackey will tell you the icason of his 
jouiney, ray cuiiosity, on youi own account And 1 
send this lettci by him , but he knows not the contents. 
My good Loid Davers wants to have his nephew 
njaiiied, and settled m the woild And his noble father 
leaves the whole mattci to my loid, as to the pci son, 
settlements, &c 

‘ Now I, as well as my lord, think so highly of the 
piudence, the peison, and family of youi Miss Dainfoid, 
that we shall be obliged to you to sound the young 
lady on this scoic 
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‘ I know Ml H would wish foi no gieatei 

happiness But if she is engaged, oi cannot love my 
nephew, I don’t caie, noi would my loid, that such a 
proposal should be leceived with undue slight His 
birth, and the title and estate he is hen to, aic advan- 
tages that icquiie a lady’s consideiation He has not, 
indeed, so much wit as miss , but he has enough foi a 
loid, whose fi lends aie boin befoie him, as the phiase 
IS , IS vei y good-humoured, no fool, no sot, no 
debauchee And, let me tell you, these arc ciicum- 
stances not to be met with eveiy day in a young man 
of quality 

‘ As to settlements, foi tune, &c I fancy thcie would 
be no gicat difficulties The business is, il Miss 
Dainfoid could love him well enough foi a husband ^ 
rhat we leave to you to sound the young lady , and if 
she thinks she can, we will diitctly begin a ticaty with 
Sii Simon on that subject I am, my deaiest Pamela, 
‘ loui ever affectionate sistei, 

‘ B Davfrs ’ 


Now, my dcai fiicnd, as ray lady has so well stated 
the case, 1 beg you to enable me to leiuin an an»^ei 
I will not siy one woid pro oi con till I know youi 
mind — Only, that I think he is good-humouicd, and 
might be easily peisuadcd to any thing a lady should 
think icasonable 

And now, I must tell you anothci piece of news m 
the matiimonial way Mi Wilhams has been licic to 
congiatulate us on oui multiplied blessings , and he has 

acquainted Mi B , that an oveituie has been made 

him by his new pation, of a kinswoman of his loidship’s, 
a peison of viitue and meiit, and a foi tunc of thiee 
thousand pounds, to mike him amends, as the earl tells 
him, foi quitting a bettci living to oblige him , and 
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that he is in gieat hope of obtaining the lady's consent, 

which IB all that is wanting Mi B is vciy mudi 

pleased with so good a piospcct in Mi Williams's 
favoui, and has been in the lady’s company foimeily at 
a ball at Gloucestci , and he says she is piudent and 
deseiving , and offcis to make a jouiney on jiuipost to 
foiwiid It, if he can be of seivicc to him 

X suppose you know, tint ill is adjusLed, accoidiiuj 
to the scheme I loimtily acquainted you with,’' be- 
tween Mi Adams and that gentli man , mil both ai e 
settled in then lespcctive livings But I ought to have 
told you, that Mi Williams, upon matuie delibeiation, 
declined the sLipnlatcd eighty pounds pet inuum fiom 
Ml Adams, is he thought ii would htne it Himomaeal 
appeal anee 

But, now my hand’s in, let me tell you ol a thud 
matiimonial pioposition, which givci me moie* pu//li 
and dislike a gieai deal And that is, Mi Atl.iins 
has, with gieat reluctance, and ahei ibiindance of 
bashful apologies, asked me, if I have any objeaion to 
liiB making his addiesses to Polly Bailow^ Winch, 
howevei, he told me, he had not mtniioncd to hoi, 
noi to any body living, beiausc he would fust know 
whether I should take it amiss, as hei seiviee was so 
immediately about my poison 

This unevpccted motion peiplc\cd me i good deal 
Ml Adams is a worthy man lie has now a veiy 
good living, but is but just enteicd upon it, and, I 
think, accoiding to his accustomed puulenoe in other 
lespeetb, had bettei have tuined luniself about fust. 

But that IS not the point with me, neithet 1 have 
a gieat legaicl to the function 1 think it is neees- 
aaiy, in ordei to pieservethe losjicct due to the oleigy, 
that then wives should be neaily, if not quite, as 
unblemished, and as enuumspeet, aa theniBclves j and 

* bee liLi Join nal ol Tuesdiy, Lettei XVI Vol IH 
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this foi the gentleman’s own sake, as well as in the 
eye of the woild Foi how shall he puisne his studies 
With comfoit to lumself, if he be made uneasy at home ^ 
or how shall he expect his female paiishioneis will 
legal d his public pleaching, if he cannot have a due 
influence ovei the private conduct of his wife ^ 

I can’t say, excepting m the instance of Mi H , 

but Polly IS a good soit of body enough , so fai 
as I know But that is such a blot in the pool gill’s 
escutcheon, a thing not aicidental^ not m prised into, 
not owing to inattention^ but to cool pi emeditatiou, aftei 
slie had slept ovei and ovei upon it , that I think I 
could wish Ml Adams a wile moie unexceptionable 
’Tis tiue, Ml Adams Imows not this — but that is 
one of my difficulties If I acquaint him with it, I 
shall huit the pooi giil iirepaiably, and depiive hei of 
a husband, to whom she may possibly mike a good 
wife — Foi she is not veiy meanly descended — much 
bettei than myself, as the woild would say, weie a 
judgment to be made from my fathei’s low estate, 
when I was exalted — I nevei, my deal, shall be 
ashamed of tliese retiospections ' 

She IS genteel, has a veiy innocent look, a good 
face, is neat in her peison, and not addicted to'*'any 
excess that I know ot But, stdl, that one pi emeditaied 
fault, IS BO sad a one, that though she might make a 
good wife foi any middling man of business, — yet she 
wants, methinks, that discretion, that puiity, which I 
would always have in the wife of a good cleigyman. 
Then, she has not applied hei thoughts to that soit 
of economy, which the wife of a countiy cleigyman 
ought to know something of and has such a turn to 
dress and appeal ance, that I can see, if indulged, she 
would not be one that would help to remove the scandal 
which some seveie lemaikeis aie apt to throw upon 
tlie wives of parsons ^ as they call them 
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The maiden, I believe, likes Mi Adams nol a little 
She lb veiy comteous to eveiy body, but most to liim 
of any body, md ncvci h is missed being pi csent at out 
Sunday duties , and five or six times. Mis. Tcivis tells 
me, she has found hci dcsiious to have Mi Adams 
expound this text, and that di/Iiculty , <ind tin good 
man is taken with hci piety which, and hci icfoi ill- 
ation, I hope, aie sinceic but she is veiy sly, veiy 
subtle, as I have found in scvcial instances, as foolisli 
as she was in the affaii I hint it 

So, sometimes, I say to myself. The gill may love 
Ml Adams Ay, but then 1 answci, »So she did Mi 

H , and on his own vciy bad icims too — In shoil 

— but I won’t be too censoiious ntithei 

So I’ll say no moie, th.m that I was pciplexed , 
and yet should be vay glad to have Tolly well mat ned? 
foi, since ihat time, I have always had some dilhdcnies 
about hei — Because you know, nuss, her fault was so 
cnoimoub, and, as I have said, so picmcditatcd I 
wanted you to advise with —But this was the method 
I took 

I appointed Mi Adams to drink a dish of tea with 
me in the afteinoon Polly attended, as she genet ally 
docs foi I can’t say 1 love men attendants m these 
womanly offices — h. tea-kettle in a man’s hand, thil 
would, if theie was no bettci trapJoynient foi him, be 
fittci to hold a plough, oi handle a ilail, oi a sithc, 
has such a look with it ' — This is like my low bleed- 
ing, some would say, perhaps — But I cannot call things 
polite that T think unseemly, and, mol covet, let me 
tell you, Lady Daveis keeps mo m countenance m 
this ray notion , and who doubts lii'i politeness ^ 
Well, but Polly attended, as T said , and theic weie 
stiangc simperings, and bowing, and courtesying, be- 
tween them , the honest gentleman seeming not to 
know how to let his misticss wait upon him , while 
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if she could not do too much fot him 

Veiy well, thought I , I have such an opinion ol 
youi veiacity, Mi Adams, that I dale say you have 
not, because you told me you have not, mentioned the 
mattei to Polly But, between hei oiliciousncss, and 
your mutual sinipciings, and complaisance, I see you 
have found out a language between you, that is lull a i 
significant as plain Bnglish woids Polly, thought I, 
sees no difficulty in this text , noi need you, Ml 
Adams, have much tiouble to make hei undei stand 
you, when you come to expound upon thi\ subject 
I was foiced, in shoit, to put on a statclici and mole 
leseived appeal ance than usual, to make them avoid 
acts of complaisance foi one anothei, that might not 
be piopei to be shewn befoie me, fiom one who sat 
as my companion, to my seivant 

When shewithdiew, the modest gentleman hemmed, 
and looked on one side, ind turned to the light and 
left, as if his seat was uneasy to him, and I saw knew 
not how to speak , so I began, in mci c compassion 
to him, and said. Mi Adams, I have been thinking 
of what you mentioned to me, as to Polly Bailow 
Hem ' hem I said he , and pulled out his tland- 
kei chief, and wiped his mouth — Veiy well, madam , — 
I hope no offence, madam ' 

No, sii, none at all But I am at a loss how to 
distinguish in this case , whetlici it may not be fiom 
a motive of too humble giatitude, that you don't think 
youiself above matching with Polly, as you may 
suppose hei a favouute of mine , oi whcthei it be 
youi value foi hei peison and qualities, that makes hci 
moie agieeable in youi eyco, than any other pci son 
would be 

Madam — Madam, said the bashful gentleman hesi- 
tatmgly— I do — I must needs say — I can't but own — 
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that — Mrs Maiy — is a person — whom I think very 
agieeable , and no less modest '^nd -vntuous 

You know, su, yom own cucumstances To be 
sure you have a veiy pretty house and a good Imng, 
to cany a wife to And a gentleman of yom piudence 
and discretion wants not any advice But you have 
leaped no benefits by yom living It has been an 
expense to you lathei, which you will not presently 
get up Do you propose an early mainage, sir ^ Oi 
were it not bettei, that you suspended yom mtentions 
of that soit foi a yeai 01 two moie ^ 

Madam, if yom ladyship choose not to pait 
with 

Nay, Ml Adams, interrupted I, I say not any thing 
foi my own sake in this point, thit is out of the 

Q uestion with me I can very willingly pait with 
*olly, were it to-moiiow, foi her good and yours 
Madam, I humbly beg pardon , but — but — delays 
— may breed dangeis 

Oh' vciy well ' thought I, I’ll be fuithei, if the 
aitfiil gill has not let hmi know, by some means 01 
othei, tliat she has another humble seivant 

And so, miss, it has proved — For, dismissing my 
gentTeman, with assuring him, that I had no objection 
at aU to the mattei, or to parting with Polly as soon 
as It suited with then conveniency — I sounded her, 
and asked, if she thought Ml Adams had any affection 
foi hei 

She said, he was a very good gentleman 
I know It, Polly , and aie you not of opimon he 
loves you a little ^ 

Dear ma’m, good yom ladyship — ^love me ' — I 
don’t know what such a gentleman as Mi Adams 
should see in me, to love me ' 

Oh ' thought I, does the doubt lie on that side 
then ^ — I see ’tis not of thine 
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Well, but, Polly, if you have anothet sweetheart, 
you should do the fan thing It would be wiong, if 
you encoui age any body else, if you thought of Mr 
Adams 

Indeed, raa’m, I had a lettei sent me — A lettei 
that I leceived — fiom — from a young man in Bedford , 
but I nevei gave an answei to it 

Oh ' thought I, then tliou wouldst not encourage 
/wo a/ ante ' Fins was as plain a declaiation as I 
wanted, that she had thoughts of Mi Adams 

But how came Mr Adams, Polly, to know of this 
lettei ^ 

How came Mr Adams to know of it, ma’ra — 
lepeated she — ^lialf auipiised — ^Why, I don’t know, I 
can’t tell how it was — but I diopped it neai his desk 
— pulling out my handkei chief, I believe, ma’m, and 
he bi ought it aftei me , and gave it me again 

Well, thought I, thou’it an intiiguing slut, I doubt, 
Polly — Delays may breed dangers, quoth the pool 
gentleman' — Ah' giil' gul ' thought I, but did 
not say so, thou deseivest to be blown up, and to 
have thy plot spoiled, that thou dost ' — But if thy 
foiwaidness should expose diee afterwaids to ^yils, 
which thou mayst avoid, if thy scheme takes place, 
I should veiy much blame myself And I see he 
loves thee. — So let the matter take its couise, I will 
tiouble myself no raoie about it. I only wish, that 
thou wilt make Mr Adams as good a wife as he 
deserves 

And so I dismissed hei, telling hei, that whocvei 
thought of being a clergyman’s wife, should lesolve to 
be as good as himself, to set an example to all hei sex 
m the palish, and shew how much his doctrines had 
weight with hei , should he humble, cu cumspect, gentle 
in hei temper and manners, hugal, not proud, noi vying 
in diess with the ladies of the laity , should lesoIvc to 
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sweeten his labours, and to be obliging m her depoit- 
ment to pooi as well as rich, that hei husband got no 
discredit through her means, which would weaken his 
influence upon his auditors , and that she must be most 
of all obhgmg to him, and study his tempei, that his 
mind might be more disengaged, in oidei to puisue his 
studies with the bettei effect 

And so much, my dear Miss Dainfoid, foi youi 
humble servant, and foi Mi Williams’s and Mr 
Adams’s matiimonial piospects And don’t think me 
disi espectful, that I have mentioned my Polly’s affair 
in the same letter with yours Foi in high and low, 
(I forget the Latin phrase — have not had a lesson a 
long, long while, from my deal tutoi,) love is m all the 

same ' — But whether you’ll like Mi H , as well 

as Folly does Mi Adams, that’s the question But 
leaving tliat to your own decision, I conclude with one 
observation that although I thought ouis was a house 
of as little intriguing as any body’s, since the dear 
master of it has left off that piactice, yet I cannot see, 
that any family can be clear of some of it long together, 
where there are men and women worth plotting foi, as 
husbands and wives 

My best wishes and respects attend all your woi thy 
neighbours I hope, ere many months aie past, to 
assure them, severally, (to wit. Sir Simon, my lady. 
Mis Jones, Mr. Peters, and his lady, and niece, whose 
kind congratulations make me very pioud, and veiy 
thankful,) how much I am obliged to them , and par- 
ticularly, my deal, how much I am 

Your ever-affectionate and 
F aithfiil friend and servant, 

P B 
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LETTER XXXII 

MISS DARNrORD, TO MRS B 

[In T-nswei to the pit-cediug ] 

My Dear Mrs B , 

I have been scveial times (in company with 
Ml Peteis) to see Mis Jewkes The pool woman is 
veiy bad, and cannot live many days We comfoit hei 
all we can , but she often accuses heisclf ot hei past 
behavioui to so excellent a lady , and with blessings 
upon blessings, Iieaped upon you, and hei mastei, and 
youi chaiming little boy, she is conLinually declaiing 
how much yoiu goodness to hei aggiavates hei foimci 
faults to hei own conscience 

She has a sistei-m-law and hei niece with hei, and 
has settled all hei afFaiis, and thinks she is not long foi 
this woild 

Hei disiempei is an inwaid decay, all at once, as it 
weic, flora a constitution that seemed like one of non , 
and she is a meie skeleton You would not know hei, 
I daie say 

I will see hei eveiy day, and she has given me up 
all hei keys and accounts, to give to Mr Longman , 
who 18 daily expected, and, I hope, will be heie soon, 
for hei sistei-in-law, she says hei self, is a woman of 
this wDoildy as has been 

Ml Peteis calling upon me to go with him to visit 
hei, I will bleak off hei e 

Mrs lewkcs is much as she was , but your faithful 
stewaid is come I am glad of it — and so is she — 
Neveitheless, I will go eveiy day, and do all the good 
I can foi the poor woman, accoiding to youi charitable 
desires 
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I thank you, madam, foi youi communication of 
Lady Daveib’b Icttei I am much obliged to my loid, 
and hei ladybhip , tind should have been pi oud of an 
alliance with that noble family But with all Mi 

H ’s good qualiLicb, ab my lady pointb them out, 

and hiB othei advantages, I could not, foi the woild, 
make him my hubband 

I’ll tell you one of my objcciionu, in confidence, 
howevei, (foi you aie only to lound mt, you know,) 
and I would not have it mentioned that I have taken 
any thought about the mattti, because a Htiongci icason 
may be given, such an one as my laid and lady will 
both allow, which I will communicate to you by and by. 

My objection aiiiCB even fioiu what you intimati ol 

Ml H ’b good-humom, and hib peibuadtiblenebs, if 

I may so call it Now, madam, weie I oi a boibLcioub 
tempei, and high bpuit, bueh an one as icquiied gieat 

? atience in a husband, to beai with me, then Mi 

I ’b good-humoui might have been a eonbidcM.ition 

with me But when 1 have (X piidc myself in the 
thought) a tempei not wholly unlike youi own, and 
buch an one as would not want to contend foi biipt'iioi- 
ity with a husband, it ib no leeommindation to nu, that 

Mr H IS a good-humouicd gentleman, and will 

bear with faultb I design not to be guilty of 

But, my deal Mis B , my husbanil mubt be a 

man of bcnse, and must give me leabon to think he has 
a bupeiioi judgment to my own, 01 1 bhall be unhappy 
He will othei wise do wiong-hcaded Lliingb I bhall be 
foiced to oppose him in them He will be tenacious 
and obstinate, and will be taught to talk of pieiogative, 
and to call liimbclf a //w«, without knowing how to 
behave as one, and T to dcbpise* him of eouihc, and bo 
be deemed a bad wife, when, I hope, 1 have qualities 
that would make me a tolerable good one, with a man 
of bcnbc foi my husband You know who says, 

VOL IV H 
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Foi fools, (pardon me this haish woid, ’tis in my authoi,) 
Foi fools aiL stubborn in thm way, 

Ah coins nc haiden’d by th’ alliy, 

And obstinacy ’s ne’ci so sliJF, 

As when ’lis in a wiong bclicl 

Now you mufaL not think I would dispense with ical 
good-hnraoui in a man No, I make it one of ray 
tmlispemahles in a husband A good-natuied man will 
put the best constiucUons on what happens But lit 
must have sense to dutingimh the best. He will be 
kind to little, unwilful, undesigned failings But he 
must have judgment to disunguish what are oi aie 
not so. 

But Ml. H ’s good-humom is softness, as 1 

may call it , and my husband must be such an one, m 
shoit, as I need not be ashamed to be seen with in 
company , one who being my head, must not be 
beneath all the gentlemen he may happen to fall in 
witli , and who, eveiy time he is adjusting his mouth 
foi speech, will give me pain at ray heait, and blushes 
in my face, even before he speaks 

I could not beat, thcicfoie, that eveiy gentleman 
and every lady we encounteied should be picpaicd, 
whcnevci he ofFeied to open his bps, by theiif-«con- 
temptuous smiles, to expect some weak and silly things 
fiom him , and when he had spoken, that he should, 
with a booby gun, seem pleased that he had not 
disappointed them 

The only lecoramcndatoiy point in Mi H is, 

that he dresses exceedingly smait, and is no con- 
temptible figuie of a man, as you h.''ve obscived in a 
foimci lettci But, deal madam, you know, that’s so 
much the woisc, to ben the man’s talent is not taci- 

tuinity, except befoie his aunt, oi before Mr B , 

01 you , when he is not conscious of inteinal defect, 
and values himself upon outwaid appeal anee 
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As to his attempt upon youi Polly, though I don’t 
like him the bettci foi it, yet it is a, fault so wickedly 
common among men, that when a woman icholvc. 
never to many till a quite viituous man iddicssc*. hci. 
It IS, in otliei woidb, lesolving to die single So that 
I make not this the ihuj objection, and yet, 1 must 
tell you, 1 would abate in my expectations ol hall i 
dozen other good qualiUes, lathei than that one of 
virtue m a husband 

But, when I leflect upon the liguie Mi PI 

made in that affaii, I cannot beai him , and if I may 
judge of othei coxcombs by him, what wi etches aic 
these smart, well-diessing, qucipo-fcllows, many of 
which you and I have seen .idmmng themselves it the 
plays and opeias ' 

This IS one of my infallible lulcs, and I know it is 
yoms too , that he who is taken up with the adiniia- 
tion of his own pel son, will nevei admiic a wife’s 
His delights aie ccnticd in himself, and lie will not 
wish to get out of that naiiow, that exceeding nauow 
cii cle , and, in my opinion, should keep no company, 
but that of tailois, wig-pufFcis, and miUincis 

But 1 will lun on no hiithei upon this subject , bui 
wilWtell you a leason, which you nuiy give to Lady 
Daveis, why hei kind intentions to me cannot be 
answeied, and which she’ll take bcttci than what I 
have said, weie she to know it, as I hope you won’t 
let hei and this is, ray papi has line! a pioposal made 
to him fiom a gentleman you have seen, and have 

thought polite * It IS from Sir W G , of this 

county, who is one of youi gieat admiieis, and Mu 

B ’s too I and that, you must sujjposc, makes me 

have nevei the woise opinion of him, oi of his undci- 
standing , although it requiics no great sagacity oi 

* See Vol in, p. j66 

H 2 
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penetration to see how much you adorn our sex, and 
human nature too 

Every thing was adjusted between my papa and 
mamma, and Sii William, on condition we appioved 
of each othei, before I came down, which I knew 
not, till I had seen him heie foui times , and then my 
papa surprised me into half an appiobation of him 
and this, it seems, was one of the leasons why I was 
so huiried down fiom you 

I can’t say but [ like tlie man as well ns most I 
have seen, he la a man of sense and sobiiety, to give 
him his due, and is in veiy easy ciicumstances, and 
much lespected by all who know him, and that’s 
no bad earnest, you aie sensible, m ,1 mamage 
piospect 

But hitheito he seems to like me bcttei than I do 
him I don’t know liow it is , but J have often 
obseived, that when any thing is in oui own powei, 
we are not half so much taken with it, as we should 
be, pel haps, if we wue kept m huspense 1 Why 
should this be 

But this I am convinced of, theie ib no corapaiison 
between Sir William and Mi MiUKiy. 

Now I have named this bioihei-in-law of irhne 
what do you think ? ’ 

Why, that good couple have liad then house on (iie 
thiee times aheady, and that vciy dangejously too 
Once It was put out by Mi Muiiay’s mothei, who 
lives near them , and twice Sii Simon has been foiced 
to caiiywatei to extinguish it, foi, ttuly, Mi s Mmiay 
would go home again to hei papa She would not live 
with such a suily wietch And iL was, with all lus 
heart A fair riddance' for theie was no bearing the 
house with such an ill-natuied wife Hei sibter Polly 
was worth a thousand of her ' ^ 

I am Sony, heartily soiry, foi then unhappiness. 
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But could ahe think eveiy body must beui with her, 
and her fietful ways ^ 

They'll jangle on, I leckon, till they aie bettei used 
to one anothei , and when he sees she can't help it, 
why he’ll beai with hei, as husbands geneially do with 
ill-tempered wives , that is to say, he’ll tiy to make 
himself happy abioad, and leave hei to quairel with 
her maids, instead of him , foi she must have somebody 
to vent hei spleen upon, pool Nancy ' 

I am glad to heai of Mi Williams’s good foitune 

As Ml Adams knows not Polly’s fault, and it was 
pievented in time, they may be happy enough She 
lb a .r^ gill I always thought hei so > something so 
innocent, and yet so aitful, in hei veiy looks • She is 
an odd compound of a giiL But these woithy and 
piously tuined young gentlemen, who have but just 
quitted the college, aie raeie noviceb, as to the world 
Indeed, they aie above it, while in it, they theiefoie 
give therabelves little tiouble to study it, and so, 
depending on the goodness of then own heaits, aie 
moie liable to be imposed upon, than people of half 
then undei standing 

I think, since he seems to love her, you do light not 
to hnfelei the gill’s foitune But I wish she may take 
youi advice, in hci behavioui to htm^ at least, foi as 
to hei carnage to hti neighbouis, I doubt bhe’ll be 
one of the heads of the paiish, piesently, in hei own 
estimition 

’Tis pity, methmks, any woithy man of the cloth 
should have a wife, who, by her bad example, 
should pull down, ns fast as he, by a good one, can 
build up 

This IS not the case of Mis Peteis, howevei , 
whose example I wish was rooie geneially followed 
by gentlewomen, who aie made so by raai lying good 
clergymen, if they wcie not so before 
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Don’t be suipiised, if you should heui that poor 
Tewkes is given ovei ' — She made a veiy exemplaiy — 
Full of blcshings — And moie easy ind lesigned, than 
I appiehcnded she would be 

I know you’ll shed a teai foi the pool woman — I 
can’t help it myself But you will be pleased that she 
had so much tune given hei, and made so good use 
of It 

Ml Peteis has been eveiy thing that one would wish 
one of his function to be, in his attendances and advice 
to the pool woman Mi Longman will take piopei 
caie of eveiy thing. 

So 1 will only add, Uiat I am, with the sinccicst 
lespects, in hopes to see you soon, (foi I have a 
multitude of things to talk to you about,) deai Mis 
B , 

Yom evei faithful and affectionate 

Polly Darnford 


LETTER XXXIII 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVERS 

My Dear Lady Davirs, 

I undeistand fiom Miss Dainfoid, that 
befoie she went down fiom us, hei papa had encouiaged 

a pioposal made by Sir W. G j whom you saw, 

when your ladyship was a kind visitor in Bedfoidshiie 
We all agieed, if youi ladyship lemembeis, that he 
was a polite and sensible gentleman, and 1 find it is 
countenanced on all hands 

Pool Mis Tewkes, madam, as miss infoims me, has 
paid her last debt I hope thiough meicy she is 
happy I Pool, poor woman ‘ But why say I so' 
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— Since, m that case, hhe will be iicliei than an eaithly 
monarch ' 

Youi ladyship was. once mentioning a aistei of Mit 
Woiden, whom you could be glad to lecommend to 
some worthy family — Shall I beg of you, madam, 
to oblige Ml B — . — ’s m this paiticulai ^ I am sure 
she muhL have meiit, if yom ladyship iliinkb well of 
hei , and youi comniandb in this, as well as in eveiy 
othei paiticulai in ray powci, shall have then due 
weight with 

Youi ladyship^b 

Obliged Bibtei, and humble servant, 

P B 

lubt now, dear madam, Mi B Icllb rat 1 shall 

have Miss Goodwin bi ought me hithei to-raouow ' 


LETTER XXXIV 

LADY DAVras, TO MRS B 

[In answer to the preceding; J 

M\'^i:ar Pamila, 

T am glad Miss Dainfoid is likely to be so 

happy in a husband, as Sn W G will cei tainly 

make hei I was afiaid that the pioposal I made 
would not do with hei, had she not had bO good a 
tendei I want too^ to have the foolish fellow maraed 
— foi seveial leasons , one of which is, he ib continually 
teasing us to pel mu him to go up to town, and to leside 
thcic foi some months, in oitlei that he may ste the 
worlds as he calls it But we aic convinced he would 
Jeel It as well as see it, if we gave way to his icquest 
foi m undei standing, dicss, and inconsidciatc vanity, he 
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ifi BO exactly cut out and sized for a town fop, coxcomb, 
or pietty fellow, that he will undoubtedly fall into all 
the vices ot those people, and pel haps, having such 
expectations as he has, will be made the piopeity of 
lakes and shaipeis He complains, that we use him 
like a child in a go-cait, oi a baby with leading- sLi mgs, 
and that he must not be tiusted out of oiu sight ’Tis 
a sad thing, that these bodies will glow up to the statute 
of men, when the minds impiovc not at all with them, 
but aie still those of boys and children Yet, he would 
ceitainly make a fond husband, foi at pitsent he has 
no veiy bad qualities But is such a Naicissus ' — But 
this between oui selves, foi his uncle is wiapt up in the 
fellow — And why? Because he is good-humouicd, 
that’s all He has vexed me lately, which makes me 
wiite so ingnly about him — But ’tis not woith Lioublmg 
you with the paiticulais 

I hope Mib Tewkes is happy, as you say • — Poor 
woman' she seemed to piomise foi a longei life ' But 
what shall we say ? 

Youl compliment to me about my Beck’s sistci is a 
very kind one I am gicatly obliged to you loi it 
Mis Oldham is a sobci, giave widow, a little atoie- 
hand m the woild, but not much , has lived “^fell , 
undei stands household management thoioughly ; is dili- 
gent, and has a turn to seiious things, whteh will make 
you like hci the beltei 

I’ll 01 del Beck and hei to wait on you, and she will 
satisfy you m cveiy thing as to what you may, oi may 
not expect of hei 

You can’t think how kindly I take this motion fiom 
you You foi get nothing tliat can oblige youi fiiends 
Little did I think you would lemcmbci me of (what 1 
had foi gotten in a mannei) my favouiablc opinion and 
wishes foi hei, expiessed so long ago — But you aic 
what you aie — a deal, obliging cieatuic. 
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Beck 16 all joy and giatxtude upon it , and hei sistei 
had lathei seive you than the punceea You need he 
undei no difficulties about tei ms She would seive you 
for nothing, if you would accept of hei service 

I am glad, because it pleases you so much, that Mias 
Goodwin will be soon put into your caie It will be 
happy foi the child , and I hope she will be so dutiful 
to you, as to give you no pain foi youi geneious good- 
ness to hei Hci mamma has sent me a piesent of 
some choice products of that climate, with acknowledg- 
ments of my kindness to miss I will send part of it to 
you by your new servant , for so I piesume to call her 
aheady 

What a naughty siatei aie you, howevei, to be so fai 
advanced again, as to be obliged to shoiten yom intended 
excuisions, and yet not to send me woid of it yom self • 
Don’t you know how much 1 inteiesc myself in eveiy 
thing that makes foi my brothel’s happiness and youis ^ 
— Moie especially in so mateiial a point as is the inciease 
of a family, that it is my boast to be spuing from — Yet 
I must hnd this out by accident, and by othei hands ' 
— Is not this veiy slighting ^ — But never do so again, 
and ril foi give you now, because of the joy it gives 
me ^Who am 

Youi tiuly affectionate and obliged sistei, 

B Dai frs 

I thank you foi youi book upon the plays you saw 
Enclosed is a list of some othei s, which I desiie 
you to lead, and to oblige me with youi lemaiks 
upon them at youi leisure , though you may not 
perhaps have seen them by the time you will 
favour me with youi observations 
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LETTER XXXV 

MRS B , TO LAirr DAVERS 

My Dear Lady Da\ers • 

I have a valuable piesent made me by the 
same lady and theiefoie hope you will not take it 
amiss, that, with abundance of thanks, 1 letuin youis 
by Mih Woiden , whose sistei I much cipjJiote of, 
and thank youi ladyship foi yom kind leconimendation 
of so worthy a person. We begin with so much good 
liking to one anothei,that I doubt not we sh.ill be veiy 
happy togethei 

A moving letter, much moie valuable to me than Llie 
handsome piesent, was put mto my lumds at the same 
time with that, of which the following is a copy 


MRS WRIGHTSON (PORMFREY MISS SALLY GOOrRm), TO 
MRS B 

‘Happy, Deseri edly Happy, Dear Ladti ' 

‘ Pei mit these lines to kiss youi handrTiom 
one, who, though she is a stiangei to youi peison, is 
not so to youi chaiactei TAaf has lenched m lime, in 
this i emote pait o^'the woild, wheic you have as many 
admirers as ha>e heaid of you But / moie paiLicii- 
laily am bound to be so, by an obligation, which t cun 

the blessings I continually imploie upon you anti yoius 
1 can write ray whole mmd /o you, though I cannot, 
iT infelicity, leceive you 

wished-toi fa.oui of a few lines inieiui;, wi.Ln 

S efeZof So uoh»ppy am I, f,„m 

the effects of on mconsiderauon and weakness on one 
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hand, and temptations on the othei, which you, at a 
tendciei age, most nobly, foi youi own honoui, and 
that of your sex, have escaped Whilst I — But let my 
teaib in these blots speak the lest — as my heait bleeds, 
and has constantly bled cvei since, at the giievous 
lemerabiance — But believe me, howevei, deal madam, 
that ’tis shame and soiiow, and not piide and impeni- 
tence, that make me loathe to speak out, to so much 
puiity ot life and manners, my own odious weakness 

‘ Nevertheless I ought, and I will accuse myseJl by 
name Imagine then, illustiious lady, tiuly illustiious, 
foi Yutues, which ate inlinitciy supeiioi lo all the 
advantagts ol biith and fortune ' — Imagine, T say, that 
in this kttei you see befoie you the anct guilty, and 
Lheafoie, 1 doubt, always guilty, but evci 
Saiah Godlicy, the unhappy, though fond and tendei 
mothci of the pool infant, to whom youi gcneious 
goodness, as I am infoimcd, has extended itself in such 
a luannei, as to make you desnous of taking hei undti 
youi woithy piotection God foi cvei bless you foi 
It ' pi ays an indulgent mothci, who admiies, at an 
awlul distance, that vntue in you, which she could not 
piactisc hciscll 

^nd will you, my dealest lady, will you take 
unilei youi own immediate protection ihc pool iinguilty 
infant ? Will you love het, loi the sake of hei sufleiing 
mamma, whom you know not , foi the sake of the 
gentleman, now so deal to you, and so woithy of you, 
as I hcai with pleasuic he is ■* And will you, by the 
best example in the woild, give mi a moial assuiancc, 
that she will nevci sink, into the fault, the weakness, 
the cLimc, (I ought not lo sciuplc to call it so,) of hci 
pool inconsidciate — ^But you aie hei mamma now , T 
will not think of a guilty one theicfoic And what a 
]oy 18 ii to me, in the midst of my heavy icflcctions on 
my past misconduct, that my beloved fially can boast a 
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virtuous and innocent mammay who has withstood the 
snares and temptations, that have been so fatal — else- 
where I — and whose example and insti notions, next to 
God's grace, will be the stiongest fences that can be 
wished for, to hei honoui ' — Once moie, I say, and 
on my knees I write it ' God foi evei bless you 
here, and augment youi joys heieaftei, foi youi 
generous goodness to my poor, and, till now, motberleu 
infant 


* I hope the dear child, by hei duty and obligingness, 
will do all in hei little powei to make you amends, and 
nevei give you cause to lepent of this youi une\ampkd 
kindness to her and to me She cannot, I hope,^. 
(except her mothei’s ciime has had an influence uimiT 
her, too much like that of an oiiginal stain,) be of ,i 
solid, or an ungiateful nature And, O my poor 
Sally 1 if you arty and if evei you fail in youi duty to 
your new mamma, to whose caie and authoiity I 
tiansfer ray whole light in you, lemembei that you 
have no moie a mamma in me, noi can you be enlitled 
to my blessing, oi to the fimts of my piaycis foi you, 
which I make now, on that only condition, yom 
and direcuonr”*^^ nianmia’s commands 


, „ cuiiosity, madam, to wish to 

know how I live Foi no doubt you have ht.ud of all 
my sad, sad stoiy '-Know then, that 1 am as happy 
as a poor creatme can be, who lias once so dculouhly 
BO inexcusably fallen I have a woithy gcntlJni!rio^’ 

child, by my foimer,WciJ. the caieof hci papa’s fricndH 

Pool unhappy I I to be undei such a sad ncccssitl tn 
disgmse the truth ' Mi /■ ^ noccssity to 
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be joined as his — killing thought tliat it cannot 
with two children I have by him ’ — Judge, my good 
lady, how that veiy geneiobity, which, had I been 
guiltless, would have added to my joyb, must wound 
me deeper than even ungcneioub oi unkind usage fiom 
him could do ^ And how heavy that ciime must he 
upon me, which tuins ray vciy pleabuies to miseiy, and 
fixes all the joy I know m lepentance foi my past 
misdeeds ' — How happy aie you, madam, on the 
contiaiy , you, who have nothing of this soit to pall, 
nothing to mingle with, youi felicities ' who, blessed 
in an honout untainted, and a conscience that cannot 
lepioach you, aie enabled to cnpy cvciy well-desei ved 
comfoit, as it offeis itself, and can improve it too, by 
leflections on yout past conduct • While nunef alas ' 
like a wintei fiobt, nips in the bud eveiy using 
satisfaction ' 

‘ My husband is iich, as well ab gcncious, and veiy 
tendci of me — Happy if I could think myself as deseiv- 
ing as he thinks me ' — My pnncipal comfoit, as I 
hinted, is in my penitence foi my past faults , and that 
I have a mciciful God foi my judge, who knows that 
penitence to be sinccic ’ 

rjJ You may guess, madam, fiom what I have said, in 
what light I mtisl appeal heic , and if you would favoui 
me with a line oi two, in anbwci to the Icttei you have 
now m youi hand, it will be one of the gieatest 
pleasuies I mn receive A plcasiue next to that which 
1 /save icccivcd in knowing, that the gentleman you 
love best, hab had the giaec to icpcnt of all his evils , 
has caily seen hib ciiois, and has thcicby, I hope, 
fieed tiuo peisons fiom lieing, one day, mutual accuseis 
of eaeh othei For now I please myself to think, that 
the Climes of both may be washed away in the blood 
of that Savioui God, whom both have so grievously 
offended ' 
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‘ May that good God, who has not suffered me to 
be abandoned entuely to my own shame, as I de- 
seived, continue to showei down upon you those 
blessings, which a vutue like youis may expect fiom 
his mercy ' May you long be happy in the pos- 
session of all you wish • And late, vei y late, ( Foi the 
good of thousands I wish this ' ) may you i eccive the 
lewaid of youi piety, youi geneiosity, and youi filial, 
youi social, and conjugal vutues ' aie the piayeis of 
‘Yoiu most unwoitliy admiiei, 

‘ And obliged humble seivant, 

‘ Sarah Wrightson ’ 

‘Ml Wiightson begs youi acceptance of a small 
picsent, pait of which can have no value, but 
what its excelling qualities, foi what it is, will 
give It at so gicat a distance as that dcai 
Fngland, which I once left with so much phame 
and legiet , but witli a laudable puipose, /jo^vevet , 
because I would not incui still sweater shame, and, 
of consequence, give cause foi otiJl p eater legiet’ ’ 


To Lins lettci, my deal Lady Davtis, I hs^t^e 

wiitten the following answei, which Mi 13 will 

take caic to have conveyed to hci 

‘ Diarlst Madam, 

cnibiace witli gieat pleasuie the oppoi- 
Lumty you have so kindly given me, of wilting to a 
lady, whose pel son though I have not the honoui to 
know, yet whose ehaiactci and noble qualities 1 tiuly 
leveit* 

‘ I am inlinitely obliged to you, madam, foi the 
piecious tuist you have leposcd in me, and the light 
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you make ovei to me, of yom mateinal mteiest in a 
child, on whom I set my heait the moment I haw hci 

‘Lady Daveis, whose love and Lendeincsh loi miss, 
as well loi het mamma’s sake as youi late woithy 
spouse’ s, had, horn hei kind opinion of me, consented 

to giant me this lavoui , and I was, by Mi 13 ’s 

leave, in actual possession ol my pietLy waid about a 
week befoie youi kind lettci came to my hands 

‘As I had been long veiy solicitous foi this hivoui, 
judge how welcome youi kind cone in 1 once was to me , 
and the lathei, as, had I known that a Icttci fiom you 
was on the w,iy to me, 1 should have ippi eh ended, 
that you would have insisted upon depiiving the 
siuvivinq fiiends of hei deal papa, ol the pleasuie 
they take in the deal child Indeed, niiidam, 1 
believe we should one and all have joineil to disobey 
you, had that been the c ise , ind it is a gi eat satis- 
faction lo us, that we aic not undci so haul a ncrcHsiLy 
as to dispute with a tendci mamma the possession of 
hei own child 

‘Assuie youi self, deaiest, woithiest, kindest madam, 
of a caie and tendeiness in me to the dial child, liuly 
mateinal, and answciablc, as much as in my powei, to 
t^ie tiust you itpose m me The little boy that CJod 
has given me, shall not be moie deal to nii. than iny 
sweet Miss Goodwin shall be , and my cai e, by Crod’a 
glace, shall extend to hei juhm as well is lo hei 
piesint piORpects, tint she may be woithy of that puty, 
and ttuly leligious excellence, which I admit e in youi 
chaiactci. 

‘Wo all icjoicc, deal madam, in the account you 
give of youi pieacnt happiness It was impossible that 
God Almighty should dcseit a lady so exemplauly 
deseiving, and He ccitainly conducted you m yom 
losolutions to abandon eveiy thing that you loved in 
Ilngland, aftei the loss of your deal ojiouse, because it 
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seems to have been the intention of his providence, 
that you should lewaid the mezit of Mi Wiightson, 
and meet with your own lewaid in so doing 

‘Miss IS veiy fond of my little Billy She is a 
charming child ' is easy and genteel in hei shape , and 
vei y pretty , she dances finely , has a sweet an , and 
IS irapiovmg every day in music, woiks with hei 
needle, and leads admnably foi hei yeais, and takes a 
delight in both, which gives me no small pleasuit 
^ But she IS not veiy foiwaid in hei penmanship, as 
^ you will see by what follows The enditmg too is 
her own but m that, and the writing, she took a 
good deal of time, on a sepaiate papei ’ 

‘Dearest, Dear Mamma, 

‘Youi Sally is full of joy, to have any 
commands from hei honouied mamma T piomise to 
follow all youi duecuons Indeed, and upon my 
word, I will You please me mightily in giving me 
so dear a new mamma heie Now 1 know indeed I 
have a mamma, and I will love and obey hei as d she 
was you your own self Indeed I will You must 
always bless me, because I will be always good I 
hope you will believe me, because I am above icllij^g 
fibs I am, my honoured mamma on the othci side of 
the watei, and evei will be, as if you was heie, 

‘Youi dutiful diughtei, 

‘Sallv Goodwin ’ 

‘Miss (peimit me, den madam, to subjoin) is a 
very good-tempei ed child, easy to be peisuaded, and I 
hope loves me deaily , md 1 will endeavoui to make 
her love me bettei and bettei , foi on th.it love will 
depend the legaid which I hope she will pay to all I 
shall say and do foi hei good 

‘Repeating my acknowledgments foi the kind tiust 
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you lepose in me, and with thanks foi the valuable 
pubent you have sent me, we all hcie pin in uspectb 
to woithy Ml Wiightbon, and in wishing you, madam, 
a continuance and inciease of woildiy felicity and I, 
particulaily, beg leave to assuie you, that I am, and 
evei will be, with the highest lespcct and giatitude, 
though peisonally unknown, deaicst madam, 

‘ The affectionate iidmuei of youi piety, 

‘And yom obliged humble seivant, 

‘P 13 ’ 


Youi ladyship will see how I was ciicumsciibed 
and limited, otheiwise I would hast told the good 
lady (what I have mentiontd moie than once) how 1 
admue and honoui hei foi hei penitence, md toi that 
noble lesolution, which enibled hei to do what 
thousands could not have the hcait to do, abandon hei 
countiy, hei lelations, hicnda, baby, and all that wat 
deal to hei, as well as the seducei, whom she too 
well loved, and ha^aid the sea, the dangcis of piiates, 
and possibly of oihei wicked atiempteis of the mis- 
chievous bex, in a woild bhe knew nothing of, among 
stv^ngeis, and .ill to avoid leptating a bin bht had 
been unhappily di.iwn into, .md foi which bhe still 
abhois hcibcli ■ 

Must not bLich a kidy as tins, de ii madam, have ab 
much meiit as many even of those, who, having not 
had hci temptations, have not f.ijl(,‘n.^ Tins, at least, 
one m.iy avei, th.it next to not committing an eiioi, is 
the leboKition to letacve it all lh.it one may, to icpent 
of It, and btudiously to avoid the lepctition But who, 
besides thib excellent Mis Wiightson, having so fillen, 
and being btill so aulcntly solicited and puisueci, (and 
flattcied, pel haps, by fond hopes, that hei spoiler would 
one day do hei all the juhticc he (ouh ! — foi who can do 
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complete justice to a woman he has lobbed of her 
honom i*) — could resolve as she lesolved, and act as 
she acted 

Miss Goodwin IS a sweet child , but, peimit rae to 
say, has a little of hei papa’s spuit, hasty, yctgeneiouB 
and acknowledging, when she is convinced ot hei fault, 
a little haughtiei and pioudei than I wish hei to be , 
but in eveiy thing else deicives the chaiactei I give of 
lici to hei mamma 

She IS veiy fond of fine clothes , is a little too lively 
to the bci\ intb — Told me once, when I took notice, 
that softness and mildness ol speech became a young 
lady, That they weic but seivints, and she could say 
no moie, than and I cUinif and I nvtsh you’d It w 
Ltml — to hei uncle, oi to me 

I told hei, that good seivants deseived any civil dis- 
tinctions, and that, so long as they weie leady to oblige 
hei in cveiy thing by a kind woul, it would be very 
wiong to give them impel ilivc ones, which could seive 
foi no othei end but to eonvince obseivcis of the 
haughtiness ol one’s own tempei , and looked as if 
one would c|uestion then comphincc with oiii wills, 
unless we would exact il with an high himj , which 
might cast a sliii upon the command we gave, as il^we 
thought It was liaidly so lensonable, as othei wise to 
obtain then obseivation of it 

Besides, my deal, said I, you don’t eonsidci that, if 
you speak as haughtily and commandingly to them on 
common as on extiaoidinaiy occasions, you weaken 
youi own authority, if evei you should be permitted 
to have any, and they’ll icgaid you no moie in the one 
case than in the othei 

She' takes gieat notice of what 1 say , and, when 
hei little pioud heaii is subdued by leasoninga she can- 
not answei, she will sii as if she weie studying what to 
say, that she may come off as Hyingly as she can and 
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as the case leqmres, I let hei go off easily, or I push 
the little deal to hei last lelugc, and make hei quit her 
post, and yield up hei spiut, a captive to leason and 
dibcietion, two excellent commandeis, with whom, 1 
tell hei, I rauBL bung Iiei to be intimately acquainted 
Yet, aftei all, till 1 can be sure that I can inspiie 
hci with the love of viitue, foi its otuti sake, I will 
latliei tiy to conduct hci spint to piopei ends, than 
cndeavoui totally to subdue it , being sensible that oui 
passions aic given us foi excellent ends, and that they 
may, by a piopci diicction, be made subseivient to the 
noblest puiposcs 

I tell hei sometimes, tlieie may be a decent piide in 
humility, and that it is veiy possible foi a young lady 
to behave with so much it iie dignity as shall command 
lespect by the tuin of hci eye, soonei than by aspeiity 
of speech , tliat she may depend upon it, that the 
ptison who IS always finding faults, hcqucntly causes 
them; and that it is no gloiy to be bctlci boin than 
seivants, il she is not bcttci behaved too 

Besides, L tell hei, humility is a giacc that shines in 
•L high condition, but cannot cquilly in a loiu one, be- 
cause that IS aheady too much humbled perhaps And 
thiW', though thoic is a ccnsuic lies against being poor 
nndpioud, yet I would latlici foi give piidc in a pool 
body than in a iich, foi in the iich it is insult and 
an ogance, piocccding fiom then high condition, but 
m the pool it may be a dcfcnsative against dishonesty, 
and may shew a natuial biaveuy of mind, pci haps, if 
piopeily diicetcd, and manifested on light occasions, 
that ihe iiowns of foitune cannot depress* 

She* says, she heais eveiy day things fioln me, which 
hei govci ness novel taught hei 

That may veiy well be, I tell hei, because hei 
govcincss has n\am young ladies to take eaie of, I 
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betimes, that she may be an example to othei misses , 
and that govei nesses and mammas shall say to then 
misses, When will you be like Miss Goodwin ^ Do 
you evei heai Miss Goodwin say a naughty woid 
Would Miss Goodwin, think you, have done so oi so? 

She thiew hei aims about my neck on one such 
occasion as this Oh, said she, what a chaiming 
mamma have I got* I will be m eveiy thing as like 
you, madam, as evci I can, and then you will love 
me, and so will my uncle, and so will eveiy body else 

Ml B , whom, now and then, she says she loves 

as well as if he weie hei own papa, secs with pleasuie 
how we go on , and loves us both, if possible, bettei 
and bettei But she tells me I must not have any 
daughtei but hei, and is veiy jealous on the occasion 
about which youi ladyship so kindly lepioachcs me 
Theie is a piide, you know, madam, in some of oui 
sex, that sei ves to useful put poses, and is a good defence 
against impiopcr matches, and mean actions, and this 
IS not wholly to be subdued, for that icason; loi, 
though it IS not vtrtiii, yet, if it can be Mituc’s st/fj- 
sfifuie, in high, lash, and inconsidciate minds, it may 
tuin to good account So I will not quite discouiagc 
my deal pupil ncithci, till I sec what disci ction, and 
npci yeais, may add to hci distinguishing laculty 
Foi, as some have no notion of piidc, scpaiatt from 
impel lousncss and aiiogancc, so othcis know no dif- 
feience between humility and meanness 

Tlicie IS a golden mean in eveiy thing, and if it 
please God to spaie us both, 1 will endeavour to point 
lici passions, and such even of those foibles, which seem 
too deeply looted to be soon ciadicatcd, to useful pur- 
poses , choosing to imitate physicians, who in ceitain 
cluomcal illnesses, as I have icad in Loid Bacon, 
rathci proceed by p<illiativcs, than by harsh cxtirpa- 
tives, which, thiough the icsistanec given to them by 
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the constitution, may cieate such feiinentb in it, as may 
destioy that health it was then intention to establish 

Butwhithei am I lunnmg'* — Youi ladyship, I hope, 
will excuse this paiading fieedom of my pen Foi 
though these notions aie well enough with regard to 
Miss Goodwin, they must be veiy impertinent to a 
lady, who can so much bettei instinct miss's tutoress, 
than that vain tutoiess can hei pupil And theiefore, 
with my humblest lespects to my good Lord Daveis, 

and youl noble neighbouis, and to Mi H , I 

hasten to conclude myself 

Youi ladyship’s obliged sistci. 

And obedient seivant, 

p B 

Youi Billy, madam, is a chauning deal' — I long 
to have you see him He sends you a kiss upon 
this papei You’ll see it stained just heu The 
channel has cut two teeth, and is about moie • So 
you’ll excuse the dcai, pictty slabbeung boy. 
Miss Goodwin IS ready to eat him with love 

And Mr B is fondci and fondci of us all 

And then your ladyship, and my good Loid 
Daveis, love us too O madam, what a blessed 
cieatuic am I ' 

Miss Goodwin begs I’ll send hei duty to liei noble 
uncle and aunt , that’s lici just distinction always, 
wlien she speaks of you both, which is not seldom- 
Shc asked me, pictty deai, |UBt now, 11 I think 
tlicic lb such A happy giil in the woild as she is 
I tell hci, God always blesses good nusscb, and 
makes them happict and happier 
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LETTER XXXVI 

MRS B , TO LADY DAVIRS 

My Dn^K Lady Bavirs, 

I hdve thiee mdiiiageb to dcquamt you with 

in one lettei In the fiist place, Sii W G has 

sent, by the paiticulai dcoiic ol my deal fiiend, that he 
was made one ot the hcqipicst men lu England on the 
i8th past , and so I have no Jongei my Mibb Dainfoid 
to boast of I have a veiy good opinion of the gentit - 
man , but if he be but half bo good a husband, as she 
will make a wife, tliey will be exceedingly happy in 
one anothei 

Ml , Williams’s maiiiagc to a kinswoman of his noble 
jiation, (as you have heaid was in tieaty,) is the next, 
and theie is gieat leason to believe, horn the eliaiaetei 
of both, that they will likewise do eicdit to the btatc' 
The thud ib Mi Adanib and Polly Bailow, and 1 
wish them, ioi both then bakes, as happy as cithci of 
the foimei, They ait set out to his living, highly 
pleased with one anothei , and 1 hope will have i caswi 
to continue so to be. 

As to the hi 81 , 1 did not indeed think tlie affaii 
would have been so soon concluded , and miss kept ii 
off 80 long, as 1 undei stand, that hci papa was angiy 
with hei And indeed, as the gentleman^s family, eii- 
cumstances, and ehaiactci, wcie such, that theic could 
he no ob|ection against him, I think iL would have 
been wiong to have delayed it 

T should have wutten to youi ladyslup befoie , but 
have bee'll favouicd with Mi B — — 's company into 
Kent, on a visit to my good mothei, who was indis- 
posed. We tamed theie a week, and left both my 



PAMELA 


215 


deal paients, to my thankful satisfaction, in as good 
health as evei they weie in then lives 

Mis Tudy Swynford, oi Miss Swynfoid, (as she 
lefuses not being called, now and then,) has been with 
us foi this week past, and she expects hei biothci, 
Sii Jacob, to fetch hei away ibout a week hence 

It does not become me to wiite the least woid that 
may appeal dihiespectKil ol any peison, who has the 
honour to beai a i elation lo yoiu ladyship and Ml 

B , ol hei wise I should hiy, tint the B b and 

the S s aic diiectly the oppobitLS of one anothei 

But yet, as (sht says) she nevei saw youi ladyship bui 
once, you will foigive me to mention i woid oi two 
about this lady, because hbe is a chaiactci that is in a 
mannei new to me 

She IS a maiden lady, as you know, madam , and 
though she will not pait with the gieen leaf fioni hei 
hand, one sees by the giey-goost down on hei blows 
and hoi head, that she cannot be less than liliy-five — 
But so much pains docs she lake, by powder, to have 
nevei a daik ban in hei head, because she has one half 
of them white, that I im soriy to see, what is a subject 
for level cncc, should be deemed by the good lady 
mattei of concealment 

She IS often in convcisaiion, indccil, seemingly le- 
pio idling hei self, that she is an old mntf and an ahl 
luomnn, but it is vciy disceinihle that she expects a 
compliment, that she is not ro, evciy time she is so free 
with hei self And if nobody make‘s hei one, she will 
say something of that soil in hci own behall 

She takes paiticuku eaie, that of all the public tians- 
actions which happen to be talked of, hei niemoiy will 
nevei cany hei back above ihiiiy yeais, and then it is. 
About thiity yeai s ago, when 1 was a girl, or, when I was 
in hanging-sleeves , and so she makes hei self, for twenty 
yeais of hei life, a veiy useless and insignificant peison. 
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If her teeth, which, foi hei time of life, aie veiy 
good, though not o\ei white, (and which, by the cdie 
she takes of them, she seems to look upon as the last 
remains of hei bettei days,) would but fail hei, I 
imagine it would help hei to a conviction, that would 
set her ten yeais foiwaidci at least But, pool lady I 
she IS so young-, in spite of hei wi inkles, that I am 
leally concerned foi hei affectation , because it exposes 
hei to the lemaiks and iidicule of the gentlemen, ind 
gives one pain foi hei 

Surely these ladies don’t act pindently it all , since, 
foi eveiy yeai Mis Tudy would take fiom hei age, hei 
censurers add two to it , and, behind hei back, make 
her going on towaids seventy, wheicas, il she would 
lay claim to hei i evoentiah, as I may say, and not 
endeavoui to conceal hei age, she would hate a gicat 
many compliment!, foi looking so well at hei Lime of 
life And many a young body would hope to be the 
bettei foi hei advice and expeiience, who now aie 
afiaid of affionting hei, if they suppose she has lived 
much longei in the woild than themsclvch 

Then she laughs back to the yens she owns, when 
moie flippant ladies, at the hughing-lmie of lift, delight 
to be fiolic She lues to sing too, akhough, if e\fl 
she had a voice, she has outlived it , and hei songs ai e 
of so antique a date, that they would bctiay hej , only, 
as she tells us, they weie taught hei by hei giand- 
inothei, who was a fine lady at the Reatoiation She 
will join in a dance , and tliough hei limbs move not 
so phantly, as might be expected of a lady no oldei 
than she would be thought to be, and whose dancing- 
days aie not entiiely ovei, yet that was owing to a fall 
from hei hoise some yeais ago, which, she doubts, she 
shall never lecotei, so as to be quite well , though she 
finds she grows bettei and betlei every yetv 

Thus she loses the lespect, the leveience, she might 
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receive, were it not foi this miserable affectation , 
takes pains, by aping youth, to make heiself unwoitliy 
of hei yeais, and is content to be thought less disci eet 
than she might otheiwise be deemed, foi feai she 
should be imagined older, if she appealed wisei 
What a sad thing is this, madam ' — What a mistaken 
conduct' We pi ay to live to old age, and it is 
promised as a blessing, and as a lewaid, foi the pei> 
foimance of certain duties, and yet, when we come to 
It, we had lathei be thought as foolish as youth, than 
to be deemed wise, and in possession of it And so 
we shew how little we deseive what wl have been so 
long coveting , and yet covet on F or what ^ Why, 
to be more and moie ashamed, and moie and moie 
unwoithy of what we covet' 

How fantastic a chaiactei is this ' — Well may iiie- 
veient, unthinking youth despise, instead of leveling 
the hoaiy head, which the weaiei is so much ashamed 
of 

Will you foi give me, madam ^ The lady boasts a 

relationship to you, and to Mi B , and, I think, 

I am very bold But my leveience foi years, and the 
disgust I have to see any body behave unwoithy of 
them, makes me take the gieatei liberty which, 
howevei, I shall wish I had not taken, if it meets not 
with that allowance, which I have always had flora 
youi ladyship in what I wiite 

God knows whether evei I may enjoy the blessing 
I so much revere in otheis Foi now my heavy time 
approaches But I was so appiehensive before, and 
so troublesome to my best Fiends, with my vapourish 
fears, that now (with a peifect lesignation to the 
Divine Will) I will only add, that I am 
Your ladyship’s 

Most obliged sister and seivant, 

P B 
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My dear Billy and Miss Goodwin impiove both of 
them eveiy day, and aie all I can desiie oi expect 
them to be Could miss’s pool mamma be heie 
with a wish, and back again, how much would 
she be delighted with one of oui .ifteinoon con- 
feiences , our Sunday employments, especially' — 
And let me tell youi ladyship, thtit I am veiy 
happy in anothci young gentleman of the dean’s 
1 ecommending, instead of Mi Adams 


LETTliR XXXVIl 

MRS. B , 10 LADY DAVl RS 

My Diarisi Ladv, 

1 am once moie, blessed be God foi all his 
meicies to me ' enabled to dedicate to you the fiist 
fuiits of my penmanship, on my upsitting, to thank 
you, and my noble loid, foi all youi kind solicitudes 
foi ray welfaie Billy eveiy day impioves, miss is all 
I wish hei to be, and my second deal boy continues to 
be as lovely ind as fine a baby as youi ladyship was 
pleased to think him , and their papa, the best of 
husbands ' 

I am glad to htai Lady Betty is likely to be so 

happy Ml B says, hei noble admit ei is as 

woithy a gentleman as any in the pceiage, and I beg 
of youi ladyship to eongiatulate tlie deai l.idy, and hei 
noble patents, in my name, if I should be at i distance, 
when the nuptials aie celebrated 

I have had the honoui ol a visit fiom my lady, the 
countess dowager, on occasion of hci leaving tlie 
kingdom foi a yeai oi two, foi which space she designs 
to reside in Italy , piincipally at Naples oi Floicnee , 
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a design she took up, some time ago, as 1 believe 1 
mentioned to yom ladyship , but which it secmb she 
could not conv(nicnLly put into cvcculion till now 

Ml B was ibioid when lici ladyship came, 

having taken a turn to Gloueestei the day befoie, and 
1 expected him not till the next day Hei 1 idyship 
sent hei gentleman the picceding evening, to let me 
know, that business had bi ought hei as fai as Woobmn, 
and li It would not be unacceptable, she would pay 
hei lespects to me, at bieakfist the next moining, 
being speedily to leave England I letuined, that 1 
should be vciy piotid of that honotii And about ten 
hei ladyship eame 

She was exceedingly fond of my two boys, the little 
man, and the ])ietty baby, as she called them , and I 
had veiy dideient emotions fiom the cxpicssion ol hei 
love 10 Billy, incl hei visit to me, fiom what I had 

once beloic. She was souy, she said. Mi B 

was abioad^ though hei business was piiiicipally with 

me Foi, Mis B , said she, I come to tell you 

all that passed between Mi B and myself, that 

you may not think woise of eithci of us than we 
descive , and 1 could not leave England, till 1 had 
done myself the pleasme of waiting on you foi tins 
puipose ' and yet, pcihaps, liom the distance of time, 
you’ll think it needless now And, indeed, I should 
have waited on you bcloie, to have eleaied up my 
chaiactei with you, had 1 thought 1 should have been 
so long kept on this side of the watei 

1 said, I was veiy souy I had evci been uneasy, 
when I had two peisons of so much honoui — Nay, 
said she, inteiiupting me, you have' no need to apologize 
things looked bad enough, as they weie lepiesented to 
you, to justify gieatei uneisiness than you expicssed 

She asked me, Who that pietty genteel miss was ? — 
I said, a relation of Loid Davers, who was intiusted 
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lately to my caie Then, mis'?, said hei ladyship, and 
kissed her, you aie veiy happy 

Believing the countess was desiious of being alone 
with me, I said, My deal Miss Goodwin, won’t you 
go to your little nuiseiy, my love? Foi so she calk 
my last blessing — You’d be souy the baby should ciy 
foi you — Foi she wis so liken with the churning 
lady, that she w«i!- loath to leave us — But, on my 
saying this, withdiew 

When we vveie alone, iht countess began hti stoiy 
with a sweet confusion, which added to hti lovelineiis 
She said, she would be biief, because she should exact 
all my attention, and not auffti me to inleniipt hei till 
she had done 

She began with acknowledging, * Th it she thought, 

when she fiist saw Mi. B at the mascpieiade, that 

he was the finest gentleman she had evei seen , that 
the allowed freedoms of the place had made hei take 
liberties in following him, and engaging him wheiovei 
he went She blamed him veiy fieely loi passing foi 
a single man, lot that, she said, (since she had so 
splendid a fottunc of hci own,) was all she was 
solicitous about , having nevci, as she confessed, seen 
a man she could like so well, hei toimei maiiiagt 
having been in some sou toiced upon hei, at ah age 
when she knew not how to distinguish , and that (,he 
was veiy loath to believe him mauieel, even when she 
had no leason to doubt it. Yet, this I must say, 
madam, said hei ladyship, 1 nevci hcai d a ni.in, when 
he owned he was m.uiied, cxpiess liimhelf with moio 
affectionate legaul and fondness than he did of you, 
whenevet he spoke of you to me , which made me 
long to see you foi 1 had a gieat opinion of those 
peiBonal advantages, which cveiy one fiatteicd me with, 
and was very unwilling to yield the palm of beauty 
to you. 
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‘I believe you will censuie me, Mrs B , for 

permitting his visits, aftei I knew be was maiiied 
To be suie that was a thoughtless and a faulty pait 
of my conduct — But the world’s saucy censures, and 
my fi lends’ indiscieet interposals, incensed me, and, 
knowing the upiightness of my own heart, I was 
resolved to disregaid both, when I found they could 
not think worse of me than tliey did 

‘ I am naturally of a high spirit, impatient of con- 
tiadiction, always gave myself freedoms, for which, 
satisfied witli my own innocence, I thought myself above 

being accountable to any body — And then Mi B 

has such noble sentiments, a couiage and fearlessness, 
which I saw on more occasions than one, that all ladies 
who know the weakness of then own sex, and how 
much they want the piotection of the biave, are taken 
with Then his personal address was so peculiarly 
distinguishing, that having an opinion of his honour, I 
was embanassed gieatly how to deny myself his con- 
versation , although, you'll pardon me, Mis B , 

I began to be afiaid, that my reputation miglit suffer in 
the world’s opinion for the indulgence 

‘Then, when I had resolved, as I did several times, 
to ffee him no moie, some unforeseen accident threw him 
in my way again, at one entertainment or other , for I 
love balls, and conceits, and public diversions, peihaps 
better than I ought , and then I had all my lesolves to 
begin again 

‘ Yet this I can truly say, whatever his views were, 

I never heard from lura the least indecent expression, 
nor saw in his behaviour to me aught that might make 
me very apprehensive , saving, that I began to fear, 
that by his insinuating address, and noble manner, I 
should be too much in his power, and too little m my own, 
if I went on so little doubting, and so httle alaimed, if 
ever he should avow dishonourable designs 
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‘ I had often lamented, said hci ladyship, that om 
sex. weie piohibitcd, by the designs of the otlici upon 
thou hoiioiu, and by the woild’s Lcnsuus, fiom con- 
veibingwith tht same ease ind tiLcdoni with gentle- 
men, IS with one anothei And when onee I asked 
myseH-, to what this conveisation might lend at list^ 
and wheie the pleasuie, each seemed lo tike in the 
othei’s, might possibly end"* 1 lesolved lo bieak it off", 
and told him my lesolulion nevi time I siw him But 
he stopped my mouth wiih a lomanLie notion, as 
T since think it, (though a soiiy plea will hive 
weight in favoui of a piopoaal, to winch one has no 
aveiBion,) ol Platonic love , and wc had an inicicouiHC 
by letleis, to the numbci ol six m eight, I believe, on 
that and othei subjects 

‘ Yet, all this time, I was the less appiehensive, 
beeause he alwiys spoke so tcndenly, and even with 
delight, whenevei he mentioned his lady , and 1 eoiild 
not lind, that you wcie ai all ilainud at oiu acqiiamt- 
inee , foi I nevci sciupleil to send my letters by my 
own lively lo youi house, scaled wuh my own seal. 

‘ At last, indeed, he began to (ell me, that fiom (he 
sweetest and the cvenest tcmpci in the woild, you 
seemed to be leaning towaids melancholy, weie always 
in teaiB, oi shewed you had been weeping, when hi>--' 
came home , and that you did not make his ictuin to 
you BO agi eeable as he used lo And it. 

‘ I asked, if It weie not owing to some alteiation in 
his own tempei It you might not be uneasy at oiu 
acquaintance, and at his fiequcnt absence fiom you, and 
the like? He answcicd. No' — tliat you weic above 
disguises, weie of a noble and hank natme, ind would 
have taken some oppoitunity to hint it to him, if you 
had 

‘This, howevei, when 1 began to think seriously of 
the mattei, gave me but little satisfaetion , and I was 
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more and more convinced, that my honoui required it 
of me, to bieak off this mtimacy 

* And although I pei nutted Mi B to go with 

me to Tunbiidge, when I went to take a house there, 
yet I was uneasy, as he saw And, indeed, so was he, 
though he tamed a day oi two longei than he designed, 
on account of a little exclusion my sister and hei loid, 
and he and I, made into Sussex, to see an estate that I 
had thoughts of pui chasmg , foi he was so good as to 
look into ray affaiis foi me, and has put them upon an 
admirable establishment 

‘ His uneasiness, he told me, was upon your account, 
and he sent you a letter to excuse himself foi not wait- 
ing on you on Saturday, and to tell you, he would 
dine with you on Monday And I lemember, when I 
said, Mr B , you seem to be chagiined at some- 

thing , you aie moie thoughtful than usual his 

answei was — Madam, you aie light Mrs B 

and I have had a little misundei standing She is so 

solemn and so melancholy of late, that, I feai, it will 
be no dilEcult mattei to put hei out of hei right mind 
And 1 love hei so well, that then 1 should haidly 
keep my own 

‘ Is theie no reason, think you, said I, to imagine 
that your acquaintance with me gives hei uneasiness 

You know, Mr B , how that villain, T , (a 

man, said she, whose msolent addiess I 1 ejected with 
the contempt it deseived,) has slandeied us How 
know you, but he has found a way to youi wife’s ear, 
as he has done to my uncle’s, and to all my friends ^ 
And, if so, it IS best foi us both to discontinue a 
friendship that, at the least, may be attended with 
disagreeable consequences 

‘ He said, he should find it out on his letuin to you 
And will you, said I, mgenuously acquaint me with the 
issue of youi inquiries ? for, added I, I nevei beheld a 
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countenance in so young a lady, that seemed to mean 

moie than Mis B ’s, when I saw hei in town ; 

and notwithotanding hei piudence, I could see a lesei-ve 
and thoughtfulness in it, that, if it was not natui al to it, 
must indicate too much 

‘Hl ictuined to you, madam He wiote to me, in 
a veiy moving lettei, the issue of youi confeiencc, and 
refcried to aome papeis of youis, that he would '>hew 
me, as soon is he could piocurc them, they being out 

of yoiu own hands , and let me know, that T" 

was the aceusei, as I had suspeeted 

*In biicf, madam, when you went down into Kent, 
he came to me, and lead some pait of yoiu account to 
Lady Davcis, of yotu infoimant and infoimation , 
youi appichensions , youi piudence, youi aireclion foi 
him, the leason of youi melancholy, and, accoiding 
to the appeal ance things boie, icason enough you had, 
especially from the lettei of Thomasine hullei, which 

was one of T ’s vile loi genes Foi though wc 

had often, foi aigumcnt’s sake, talked of polygamy, fhe 

aiguing foi It, I against it,) yet had nol Mi B 

daied, I will say, noi was he inehned, I veiily believe, 
to piopose any such tiling to me No, madam, I was 
not so much abandoned ol a sense of lionotii, as to give 
leason foi any one, but my impeitincnt and foolish 
uncle, to impute such a folly to me , and he had so 
behaved to me, that I caicd nol what he thought. 

^ Then, what he lead to me, heic and theie, as he 
pleased, gave me leason to adniiie you loi youi geneious 
opinion of one you had so much seeming cause to be 
ah aid of He told me his appichensions, fioni youi 
uncommon inannci, that youi mind was in some degicc 
affected, and youi stiangc pioposal of jiartmg with a 
husband eveiy one knows you so deaily love And we 
agieed to foi bear seeing each othci, and all manner of 
coiicspondcncc, except by lettei foi one month, till 
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some of my affaus were settled, which had been in 
great disoidei, and weie in his kind management then , 
and 1 had not one i elation whom 1 caicd to tiouble 
with them, because of then tieatment of me on Mi 

B 's account And this, I told him, should not be 

neithei, but thiough youi hands, and with youi consent 
‘ And thus, madam, said liei ladyship, have I told 
you the naked tiuth of the whole affaii 

‘ I have seen Ml B vei y seldom since, and 

when 1 have, it has been eithei at a hoise-iace, m the 
open held, oi at some public divcision, by accident, 
wheie only distant civilities have passed between us 
‘I lespect him gicatly, you must allow me to say 
that Except in the aiticle of peimittmg me to believe, 
foi some time, that he was a single gentleman, which 
IS a fault he c innot be excused foi , and which made 
me heaitily qtiaiiel with him, when I fiist knew it , he 
has behaved towaids me with so much generosity and 
honoui, tlut 1 could have wished I had been of his 
sex, since he had a lady so much moie deseiving than 
myself , and then, had he had the same esteem foi me, 
theie never would have been a moie perfect hiendship 
‘ I am now going, continued hei ladyship, to embaik 
foi Fiance, and shall pass a ycai oi two in Italy , and 
then I shall, I hope, letuin, as solid, as grave, as 
ciicuraspect, though not so wise, as Mis. B ’ 

In this inannei the countess concluded hei naiiative, 
and I told hei, that I was gieatly obliged to hei foi 
the honoui she did me in this visit, and the kind and 

considerate occasion of it But, that Mi B had 

made me entirely happy in eveiy paiticular, and had 
done hei ladyship the justice she so well deserved, 
having taken upon himself the blame of passing as a 
Single man, at his first acquaintance witli hei 

I added, that I could hope her ladyship might be 

VOL IV 1 
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pi evented, by some Inpiiy man, fi om leaving a kingdom, 
to which she was so gieat an oinament, as well by hei 
birth, hei quality, md foitune, as by hei peifections of 
pel son and mind 

She said, she had not been the happiest of hei sex. 
in hei foimei niairiage, although nobody, hei youth 
consideied, thought hei a bad wife and hei Joid’s 
goodness to hei, at his death, had demonstiattd his 
own favouiable opinion ol hti by deeds, as he had done 
by woids, upon all occasions But that she was yet 
young , a little too gay and unsettled and had hei 
head mined towaids Fiance and Italy, hiving passed 
some time m those coiintiies, which she thought of 
with pleasuie, though then but a giil of twelve oi 
thiiteen That, foi this icason, and having been on a 
late occasion still moie unsettled, (looking down with 
blushes, which often ovcispitnd hei face, as she talked,) 
she had refused some ofleis not despicable That, 

indeed, Loid C tliieatened to follow hci to Italy, 

in holies of meeting bcttei success iheie, than he had 
met with heie , but if he did, though she would make 
no lesolutions, she beheacd she should be too mucli 
offended with him, to give him icason to boast of Ins 
jouiney, and this the i ithci, is she had gioiinds to 
think he had once cniei lamed no veiy honouiablc 
notions of hei fiicndship foi Mi B 

She wished to see Mi B , and to take leave of 

him, but not out ol ray company, she was pleased to 
say Youi ladyship’s ronsideiation foi me, leplicd I, 
lays mt undei high obligation , but indeed, madam, 
theie IS no occasion for it, fiom any diffidences I have 

in yoius Ol in Mi B ’s lionoui And if your 

ladyship will give me the pleasuie of knowing when it 

will be most acceptable, 1 will beg of Mi B to 

oblige me with his company to return this favour the 
first visit I make abioad 
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You aie veiy kind, Mii B , hdid sIil , but I 

think to go to Tunbudge foi a foitnight, when I have 
disposed of every thing foi my embaikation, and to set 
out from thence And if you should then be both in 
Kent, I should be glad to take you at yom woid 

To be suie, I said, Mi 13 , at least, would attend 

her ladyship theie, if anything should happen to dejnive 
me of that honoui 

You aie veiy obliging, said tlie countess — I take 
great concein to niysell, loi having been the means of 
giving you a moment’s uneasiness foimeily But I must 
now endeavoui to be uicumspect, in oidci to ictiievc 
my chaiacLer, which has been so basely tiaduced by 
that piesumptuous fellow, Tuinei, who hoped, I suppose, 
by that means to bung me down to his level 

Hci ladyship would not be pi evaded upon to stay 
dinnti , and saying, she should be at Woobuin all the 
next day, took a veiy kind and tendci leave of me, 
wishing me all mannei of happiness, as I did hei. 

Ml B came home in the evening, and next 

rooming rode to Woobuin, to pay his lespects to the 
countess, and came back in the evening 

Thus happily, and to the satisfaction of all thicc, as 
I hope, ended this peiplcxing alFaii 

Ml B asks rat, midam, how I iclisli Mi 

Locke’s Tieatise of Lducation ^ which he put into 
my hands some time since, as I told youi ladyship I 
answeied, Veiy well , and 1 tliought iL an excellent 
piece, in the main 

I’ll tell you, said he, what you shall do You have 
not shewed me any thing you have wutten foi a good 
while I should be glad you would lill up yoLii leisuic 
time, since you cannot be without a pen, with youi 
observations on that ti cause, tliat I may know what 
you can object to it, foi you say. In the inaui, which 
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shows., that you do rot entiicly appiove of evciy pait 
of It 

But will not that be picsura^iLuous, sii ^ 

I adniUL Ml Locke, lepliedhc, and I admiic my 
Pamela I have no doubt of liih e'ccelknciei. , but I 
want to know the i>cntiments of a young mothei, as 
well at. of a leained gentleman, upon the, subject of 
edueation, because 1 have heaid seveial ladies ccnsiue 
some paiL of his legimcn, when 1 am convinced, that 
the fault lies in then own ovei-gieat fondness foi then 
childien 

As to myself, sii, who, in the eaily pait of my life, 
have not been bi ought up too tendeily, you will hatdly 
meet with any objection to the pait which I imagine 
you have hcaid most objected to by ladies who have 
been moie indulgently tieated in then lust stage But 
thcic aie a few olhci thmgs that want dealing up to my 
undci standing , but which, howevci, may be the fault 
of that 

Then, my deal, said he, suppose me .it a distance 
fiom you, cannot you give me youi icmaiks in the same 
mannei, .is if you woic wilting to L.Kly Daveis, oi to 
Miss Dainfoid, that was ^ 

Yes, 611, depending on yoiu kind favom to mo, I 
believe I could 

Do then , and the less lesuamt you wute with, the 
moic I shall be pleased witli it But 1 coniine you 
not to time 01 place We will make oui ei».cuihions as 
I once pioposcd to you, and do you wiitc to me a 
letiei now and then upon the subject , foi the places 
and lemaikablcs you will see, will be new only to 
yomseji , not will cilhei of those ladies expect horn 
you .in itmeiaiy, oi apmticulai descnption of countnes, 
which they will find bettei dcactibed by authois, who 
have made it then business to ticat upon those subjects 
By this means you will be usefully employed in youi 
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own way, which may turn to good account to ut. both, 
and to the deal childien, which it may please God to 
bestow upon us 

You don’t expect, sii, any thing regulai 01 digested 
from me ’ 

I don’t, my deal Let your fancy and youi judgment 
be both employed , and I icquire no metliod , foi 1 
know, in youi easy, natmai way, that would be a 
confinement, which would damp your genius, and give 
what you wiite a stiff, foimal an, that I might expect 
in a pedagogue, but not in my Pamela 

Well, but, sii, although I may wiite notlimg to the 
purpose, yet if Lady IDaveis is desiious to give it a 
leading, will you allow me to transmit what I -hall 
wiite to hei hands, when you have peiused it youi self ^ 
Foi youi good sistci is so indulgent to my scribble, 
that she will expect to be always heating fiom me, 
and this way I shall oblige hei ladyship, while I obey 
her biothei 

With all my heart, he was pleased to say 

So, my lady, 1 shall now and then pay my respects 
to you in the writing way, though I must address 

myself, it seems, to my deaicst Mi B , and I 

hope I shall be leceived on tliese my own teims, since 
they aie youi biothei’s teiras also , and at the same 
time, such as will convince you, how much I wish to 
approve myself, to the best of my poor ability, 

Youi ladyship’s most obliged sistei. 

And humble servant, 

P B 
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LETTER XXXVIII 

Mks B , ro MR B 

My DLARLhT Mr B , 

I have been consideung of youi coramandb, 
in 1 elation to Mi Locke’s book , and bince you aie 
iJeaicd to guc me time to acquit mybelf of the task, 1 
fahall take the Jibetty to piopose to include in a little 
book my humble &entimenLb, at I did to Lady Daveis, 
in that I shewed you in i elation to the plays I had 
seen And since you coniine me noi to time oi place, 
peihaps I shall be thiec oi foui ycais in completing it, 
because I shall icseive some subjects to my fuithci 
e^peiience in clnldien’s ways and tempeis, and in oidei 
to benefit myself by tliosc good insti actions, which I 
shall leceive fiom youi delightful convci sation, in that 
compass of time, if God spate us to one anotlici And 
then It will, inoitovci, be still woithici, than it can 
otheiwise be, of tlic peiusal of the most honouied and 
best beloied ol all my coiicspondents, much honouied 
and beloved as they all aic 

I must needs say, my deai Mi B , that this is a 

subject to which I was always paiticulaily attentive j and 
among the chanties youi bountiful hcait pci nuts me to 
dispense to the pool and indigent, 1 have liad always 
a watchful eye upon tlie children oi such, and eii- 
deavouied, by questions put to them, as well as to then 
patents, to infoim myself of then little ways and 
tempeis, and how natiue delights to woik in diifeient 
minds, and how it might be pointed to then good, 
accoiding to then icspective eapaeitie's , and I have 
foi this pLiiposc elected, with youi appiobation, a little 
school of seven oi enght childicn, among which are 
foui in the eaihest stages, when tliey can but just speak, 
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and call foi what they want, 01 love And I am not 
a little pleased to obseive, when I visit them in then 
bchool-time, that piincipleb of goodncbb and viitue may 
be instilled into then little heaitb much earliei than is 
usually imagined And why should it not be so ? Foi 
may not the child, that can tell its wants, and make 
known Its inclination, be easily made bcnsible of yotin, 
and what you expect flora it, piovicled you take a 
piopei method ^ For, sometimes, signs and tokens, 
(and even looks,) umfoimly piactiscd, will do as well 
as woids , as we see in such of the young of ihe biutc 
cieation, as we aie disposed to domesticate, and to 
teach to piacLise those little tucks, of winch the apt- 
nebh 01 docility of then natuie makes them capable 

But yet, dealest sn, I know not enough of the next 
stage, the maturu pait of life, to touch upon tint, ah I 
wished to do , and yet tlieic is 1 niituial connexion 
and piogiession hom tlie one to tlie othei And 1 
would not be thought a vain cieatuie, who believes 
heiself equal to evety subject, because she is indulged 
with the good opinion of hei fiiendb, m a few which 
aie supposed to be withm hei own capacity 

Foi, I humbly conceive, that it is no snnll point ot 
wisdom to know, and not to mistake, one’s own 
talents, and foi this leason, pcimit me, deal sii, to 
suspend, till I am bettci qualified foi it, even ray own 
pioposal of beginning my little book , and, in the 
mean-time, to touch upon a few places of the admit able 
authoi you have put into my hand, that seem to me to 
wanant anothei way of thinking, than that which he 
piesciibes 

But, deal sir, let me piemibc, dial all that youi deal 
babies can demand of my attention foi some time to 
come, lb then health , and it has pleased God to bless 
them with such sound limbs, and, to all appearance, 
good constitutions, that I have very little to do, but to 



Z33 


PAMELA 


pi ay for them eveiy time I pi ay foi then deal papa , 
and that is houily, and yet not so often as you confei 
upon me beneiits and favouis, and new obligations, 
even to the prevention of all my wishes, weie I to sit 
down to study foi what must be the next 

A& to this point of healthy Ml Locke gives these 
plain and easy to be obseivcd lules 

He piesciibes, fiist, Plenty oj open au That this 
IS light, the infant will inloim ont, who, though it 
cannot speak, will make signs to be earned abioad, and 
IS nevei so well pleased ns when it is enjoying the open 
and flee nil , foi which icason I conclude, that this is 
one of those natuial pointings, as one may call them, 
that nre implanted in cveiy cieaUiie, teaching it to 
choose its good, and to avoid its evil 

Sleep IS the next, which he enjoins to be indulged to 
Its utmost extent An admit able lulc, as I humbly 
conceive , since sound sleep is one of the gieatest 
nouiisheis of natuie, both to the once young and to tlie 
tmiue young, if I may be allowed the phiase And I 
the lathei appiove of this luk, becuisc it keeps the 
nuise unemployed, who otheiwise, ptihaps, would be 
doing It the gieatest mischief, by tramming and stuffing 
Its little bowels, till they weie ready to buist And, if 
1 am light, what an inconsideiatc and foolish, as well 
as peinicious piactice is it, foi a nuisc to lutihen the 
child fiom Its nourishing sleep, foi feai it should suflti 
by hungei, and instantly pop the bieast into its pietty 
mouth, 01 provoke it to feed, when it has no inclination 
to eithei , and, foi want of digestion, must ha\e its 
nutiiment tuin to leplction and bad humouis ' 

Excuse me, deal sii, tlicse lessei paiticulais Mr 
Locke begins with them , and surely they may be 
allowed in a young mammay writing (however it be to 
a gentleman of genius and leaining) to a papa, on a 
subject, that, in its lowest beginnings, ought not to be 
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unattended to by either I will therefoie puisue my 
excellent authoi without fmthei apology, faince you 
have put his woik into my hands 

The next thing then, which he pies cubes, is plain 
diet. This speaks foi itself, foi the baby can have no 
corrupt taste to giaufy All is puie, as out of the 
hand of natuie , and, what is not plain and natuial, 
must vitiate and offend 

Then, no w/we, oi stiong diml Equally just, and 
for the same leasons , 

Little or no phynt Undoubtedly light Foi the 
use of physic, without necessity, 01 by way of pse- 
cautioni as some call it, begets the necessity of physic , 
and the very luoid supposes disUmpei 01 disoidtr , 
and, wheie there is none, would a paient beget one , 
01, by frequent use, rendei the salutaiy foicc of 
medicine ineffectual, when it was wanted ? 

Next, he foi bids too nuarm and too strait clothing* 
Deal sir, this is just as I wish it How has my bcai t 
ached, many and many a time, when I have seen pool 
babies lolled and swathed, ten or a dozen times lound 
then blanket upon blanket, mantle upon that , its little 
neck pinned down to one poetuie, its head, inoie than 
It fiequently needs, tuple-ci owned, like a young pope, 
with coveiing upon eoveung , its legs and aims, as it 
to pi event that kindly sti etching, which we i athcr ought 
to piomote, when iL is in health, and which is only 
aiming at growth and enlaigement, (he foimer bundled 
up, the lattei pinned down , and how the pool thing 
lies on the mu se’s lap, a raiseiable little pinioned captue, 
goggling and staling with its eyes, the only oigans it 
has at libeity, as if it wcie supplicating foi fieedom to 
Its fetteied limbs ' Nor has it any corafoit at all, till, 
with a sigh 01 two, like a dying deei, it diops asleep , 
and happy then will it be, till the officious nuise’s 
cdie shall awaken it toi its undesired food, just as if 
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the good woman wab resolved to tiy its constitution, 
and weie willing to see how many difficulties it could 
ovei come 

Then this gentleman advises, that the head and feet 
should be kept cold , and the latter often used to 
cold watei, and exposed to wet, in oidci to lay the 
foundation, ns he says, of an healthy and haidy 
constitution 

'Now, sii, what a pleasuie is it to youi Pamela, that 
hei notions, and hci ptactice too, fall in so exactly 
with this leained gentleman’s advice , that, CAcepting 
one aiticle, which is, that youi Billy has not yet been 
accustomed to be nutt^shod^ evciy Othci paiLiculai has 
been observed •—And don’t you set what a chaiming, 
chairaing baby he is^ — Nay, and so is youi little 
Daveis, foi his age — pietty soul ' 

Pel haps some, weu tliey to sec this, would not be 
so icady as I know you will be, to excuse rare and 
would be apt to say. What nuiseiy impel tine ncics aie 
those to tiotible a ra-m with' — ^But, with all then 
wiadoni, they would be mistaken , foi if a child has 
not good health, (and ate not these lules the moial 
foundation, as I may say, of diat blessing '*) its ammal 
organs will play but pooily in a weak oi ciazy case 
These, theiefou, ate necessaiy lules to be obseived foi 
the fiist two 01 thiec yeais, foi then the little buds of 
then minds will begin to open, and then watchful 
mamma will be employed, like a skilful gaidenci, m 
assisting and encouraging the chaiming (lowei, tlnough 
Its seveial hopeful stages, to peifection, when it shall 
become one of the pimcipal oinaments of that delicate 
gaiden, youi honoiued family Paidon me, sii, if in 
the above paiagiaph I am too liguiativc. I begin to be 
afiaid I am out of my spheic, wilting to youi dtai self 
on these iinpoitant subjects 

But, be that as it may, I will heic put an end to tins 
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my fiist lettei, (on the eailiest pait of my subject,) 
lejoicing m the oppoitunity you have given me oi 
pioducmg a fiesh instance of that duty ind affection, 
wheiewith I am, and shall evei be, my deaiesL Mi 
B , 

Youi gintefully happy 


LETTER XXXIX 

MR.S B , TO MR B 

I WILL now, my dcaicst, my best helmed couu- 
apondent of all, begin, since ihc tcndei age of my ileai 
babies will not permit me lo have an eye ycL to then 
bettet pait, to tell you what aic the little matieis to 
which I am not quite so well icconcilod in Mi Locke 
And this I shall be beitei enabled to do by my obseiv- 
ationa upon tlic lempci and natuial bent of my deal 
Miss Goodwin, as well as by those, which my visits to 
the biggei childicn of ray little bchool, and those at 
the cottages adjacent, hive enabled me lo make Foi 
human natme, sii, you aic not lo be told, is human 
natuie, whethci in the high-boin oi in the low 

This excellent authoi, in the fifty-second section, 
having juhtly disallowed of slavish and coiiioial punish- 
ments m the education ol those wc woulil have lo be 
wise, good, and ingenious men, adds ' — ‘ On the othei 
aide, to flattei childicn by lewaids ol things that ate 
pleasant to them, is as caicfully to be avoided. He 
that will give hib son apples, oi sugai -plums, oi what 
else of this kind he is most delighted with, to make 
him leain his book, docs but authorize his love of 
pleaauie, and cockcis up that dangoious piopensity, 
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which he ought by nil means to subdue and stifle in 
him You can nevei hope to teach him to maatei it, 
whilst you compound foi the check you give his 
inclination in one place, by tlic satisfaction you piopose 
to It in anothci To make a good, a wise, and a 
viituous man, ’tis ht he should leain to cioss his appetite, 
and deny his inclination to iichcs, flneiy, 01 pleasing 
his palate, &c.’ 

This, sii, IS excellently said, but is it not a little 
too philosophical and abstracted, not only foi the 
geneiality of childien, bui foi the age he laipposcs them 
to be of, if one may guess by the apples and the sugai- 
plums pioposed foi the icwaids ol then well-doing 
Would not this, sii, icquiit that mcmoiy 01 inflection 
in thildien, which the same uithoi, in anothci place, 
calls the concomitant of pindence and agt, and not of 
childhood ^ 

It ii undoubtedly veiy light to check an unieasonable 
appetite, and thai it its lust appeal ance Bui if so 
small and so icasonable an inducement will pievail, 
suicly, sii, It might be complied with A gencious 
mind takes delight to win ovci olheis by good usage 
and mildness, 1 ithei (ban by seventy, and it uiiist be a 
gieat pain to such an one to be ilways inculcating on 
his childicn 01 pupils the doctiinc of sell-denial, by 
metliods quite gnevous to his own nnUue 

What I would then humbly piojiose, is. That the 
encouiagements ofFoied to youth shoultl, indeed, be 
innocent ones, as the gentleman enjoins, and not such 
as would lead to luxiii y, cilhei ol food 01 appai el but 
r humbly think it neccssaiy that lewalds,/ln!l^^'; lewaids, 
should be pioposed, as incentives to laudable actions 
Foi IS It not by this method that the whole woild is 
influenced and govei nod ? Does not God himself, by 
lewaids and punishments, make it out mtetettf as well as 
om Hut^y to obey him'' And can we piopose to oui- 
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selves, foi the government of om childien, a bettei 
example than that of the Cieatoi ^ 

This fine author seems, deai sii, to think he had 
been a little of the stiictest, and liable to some exception 
‘I say not this,^ ptoceetls he^ S3 ) ‘that I would 
have childien kept liom the convemencies oi pleasmcs 
of life, that aie not injuiious to then health oi viituc 
On the contiaiy, I would have then lives made as 
pleasant and as agieeable to them as may be, in a 
plentiful enjoyment of whatsoevei might innocently 
delight them ' And yet, deal sii, he immediately 
subjoins a veiy haid and dillicult pioviso to the in- 
dulgence he has now gianted — ‘ Piovidcd,’ Jrtju hty 
‘ it be with this caution, That they have those enjoy- 
ments only as the consequences of the state ol esteem 
and acceptation they aic in with then paicnts and 
goveinois ’ 

I doubt, my deal Mi B , this is expecting such 

a distinction and diaciclion in childien as they aie 
seldom capable of in then tcndei yeais, and lequiiing 
such capacities as aie not commonly to be met with 
So that It IS not piesciibmg to the genet ahtyf as this 
excellent authoi intended ’Tis, I humbly conceive, 
next to impossible, that then tcndei minds should 
distinguish beyond facts They covet this oi that 
plaything, and the paient, oi goveinoi, takes idvantage 
of Its desiies, and annexes to the indulgence which the 
child hopcu foi, such oi such a task oi duty, as a 
condition , and shews himself pleased with its com- 
pliance with It « So the child wins iis plaything, and 
icceivcs the piaise and commendation so neccssaiy to 
lead on young minds to laudable pui suits. But, deai 
sii, shall It not be sufFcied to enjoy the innocent icwaid 
of Its compliance, unless it can give satisfaction, that its 
gieatest delight is not in having the thing coveted, but 
m peifoiming the task, oi obeying the injunctions. 
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imposed upon it iie a condition of its being obliged ^ I 
doubt, Ml, this IS a little too stiict, and not to be 
expected fiom childien A seivant, full gi own, would 
not be able to shew, that, on condition he complied 
witli tiich and such leinis, (which, it is to bc' supjiosed 
by the o////, he woulil nol liavc complied with but loi 
that inducement,) he should have siicli and such a 
lowaid, I say, he would haidly be able to shew, that 
he piefeued the pleasnic of peifoiming the lecjuisite 
conditions to the htipulated lewaid Noi is it necc(.saiy 
he should , Joi he is not the less a good scivanl, oj a 
viituous man, d he own the condiiionh punful, and the 
lew'll d neccssaiy to his low slate in the woild, ind 
that oiheuwise he would nol undeigo any seivice at 
all — Why, then, shoultl this be evaded (lom a child '' 
Let, iheicloie, if 1 may piesume lo say so, innocent 
lewaids bc piopohecl, and let us be contented to lead on 
the ductile minds of childien to a love of then dut}^, 
by obliging them with such We may tell them what 
we in this cast , but we ought not, I humbly 

conceive, to be too iigoious m it, foi, aftei 

all, the indurtmeni will tcuiainly be the uppeimost 
consideiation with the child ’Tis out of naliiie to 
Mippohc It othciwise, noi, as I hinted, liad it been 
olfeied to it, if the patent himself had not thought so. 
And, thciefoie, we can only Jet the dultl know his 
duty in this lespeet, and dial he ou^hf to giv(‘ ri pie- 
feu net to that , and then lest ouisclves contented, 
although we should discein that the icwatd is the chief 
incentive, if ii do but oblige to the jiei lot mance of it. 
Foi this, ft um whalcvei motive inculcated, may beget 
cl habit in the child of doing it, and then, as it inipiovefi 
in yeais, one may hojie that leason will take place, and 
enable Inm, horn the most solid and duiable motives, to 
give a picfeicnce to the duty 
Upon the whole, then, may I, sii, venlute to say, 
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that we should not insist upon it, that the child should 
so nicely distinguish away its httle innate passions, as if 
we expected it to be boin a philosophei ^ Self-denial 
IS indeed a most excellent doctiine to be inculcated 
into childien, and it must be done eai ly too But we 
must not be too sevcie in oui exacting it, foi a duty 
too iigidly insisted upon will make it odious This 
Mr Locke himself excellently obseives in anothei 
place, on the head of too gieat seventy, which he 
illustrates by a famihai compauson ‘ Offensive ciicum- 
stances,’ jr^ju Ae, ‘oidmaiily infect innocent things, 
which they aie joined with And the veiy sight of a 
cup, wheiein any one uses to Lake nauseous physic, 
tuins his stomach , so that nothing will lelish well out 
of It, though the cup be evei so clean and well-shaped, 
and of the iichest mateiials * 

Feimit me, deai sii, to add, that Mi Locke piocceds 
to explain himself sLill moie iigoiously on the sub]ect 
of lewaids , which I quote, to shew I have not mis- 
undei stood him ‘But these enjoyments,' rayt As, 
‘ should never be oflFeied 01 bestowed on childien, as 
the rewards of this oi that paiticulai peifoiniance, that 
they shew an aveision to, 01 to which they would not 
have applied themselves without that temptation ’ If, 

my deal Mi B , the minds of childien (im be led 

on by innocent inducements to the pciioimancc of a 
duty of which they aic capable, what I have humbly 
ofFeicd is enough, I piLsumc, to convince one, that it 
may be done But il cvci a paiticulai study be pio- 
posed to be mastered, 01 a bias to be overcome, (tliat 
is not an indupensabU icquisitc to Ins future life 01 
morals,) to which the child shews .in avcision, I would 
not, methinks, have him be too much tempted, 01 com- 
pelled to conquer or subdue it, especially if it apjieai to 
be a natural oi nvetted avcision. 

Foi, sii, peiinit me to obscivc, that the education 
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and studies of childien ought, as much as possible, to 
be suited to then capacities and inclinations And, by 
this means, we may exjiect to have always useful, and 
often gieat men, in diffeient piofessions Foi, that 
genius, which docs not prompt to the piosccution of 
one study, may shine in anothei no less necessary pait 
of science But, if the piomisc of innocent lewaids 
nsiould conquei this aveision, yet they should not be 
applied with this view , loi the best consequence that 
can be hoped foi, will be tolciable skill in one thing, 
instead of most excellent in <mothei . 

Neveitheless, 1 must icpeat, that if, .is thi child 
glows up, and is capable of so much icason, that, from 
the love of tlie inelueenunt, one can laisc his mind to 
the love of tlie duty, it should be done by all means 

But, my deal Mi B , I am afiaid that that paicnt 

01 lutoi will meet but widi little success, who, in a 
child’s tendei yeais, shall icfusc to comply with ils 
foibles, till he sees it values its duty, and the pleasiiie 
of obeying its commands, beyond tlie little enjoyment 
on which Its hcatt ih fixed hoi, as I humbly conceive, 
that mind, which can be biought to piefci its duty to 
Its ajipctitcs, will want little of the ])ei lection of the 
wisest philosophcis 

Besides, sir, peimit me to say, tliat 1 am <iiiaid this 
perpetual opposition between the passions of the child, 
and the duty to be cnfoiccd, especially when it sees 
how othci childien aic indulged, (foi, if this legimen 
could be obseived by any, it would be impossible it 
should become gtnetal, while the lond and the incon- 
sideiatc patents aie so huge a pait of mankind,) will 
cow and dispiiiL a child, and will, peihups, pioduce a 
necessity of making use of seventy to subdue him to 
this tempei of self -denial; foi if the child lefuses, the 
parent iwHr/ insist, and what will be the consequence'* 
— Must It not mtioducc a haishei discipline than this 
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gentleman allows of^ — and which, I piesume to say, 
did never yet do good to any but to slavish and base 
spiiits, if to them A discipline which Mi Locke 
eveiy wheie justly condemns 

See heie, deal sii, a specimen of tlie piesumption of 
your gill What will she come to in time ^ you will, 
peihaps, say — Hei next step will be to aiiaign myself. 
— No, no, dear sii, don’t think so For my duty, my 
love, and my reveience, shall be youi guilds, and 
defend you fiom eveiy thing saucy in me, but the bold 
appioaches of my giatitudc, which shall always testify 
for me, how much I am 

Your obliged and dutiful 

P B . 


LETTER XL 

MRS B , TO MR, B 

My Dearlst Mr B ., 

I will continue my subject, although I have 
not had an oppoi tumty to know whethei you approve 
of my notions 01 not, by icason of the exclusions you 
have been pleased to allow me to make in youi beloved 
company to the sea-poits of this kingdom, and to the 
moie noted inland towns of Essex, Kent, Sussex, 
Hampshire, and Doisetshiie, which have given me 
infinite delight and pleasuie, and enlai ged my notions 
of die wealth and powei of the kingdom in which 
God’s goodness has given you so consideiable a stake 
My next topic will be upon a home education, which 
Ml Locke piefeis, foi scvtial weighty leasons, to a 
sthool one, provided such a tutoi can be procuied, as he 
makes next to an impossibility to piocurc The gentle- 
man has sLt foith the inconveniencios of both, and was 
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himbelf ho dibcouiaged on a leview of them, that he 
Wdb leady, ab he sayb, to thiow up hib pen My chief 
caieb, deal hii, on thib head, aie thiee Fiibt, The 
difhculty, which, ab I baid, Mr Locke makcb almost 
inbupciable, to imd a qualified tutoi. Secondly, The 
necebbity theic it, accoiding to Mr Locke, of keeping 
the youth out of the company of the meanei bcivantb, 
who may bct him bad cxamplcb And, thiidly, 'riiobe 
btill gieatei diihcultieo, which will ausc from the ex- 
ampleb of hib paientb, if they aie not vciy dibciccf and 
cii cumbpect 

Ab to the qualifications of the tiitoi, Mr Locke 
buppobeb that he ib to be so Icaiiicd, so dibciect, bO 
wise, in bhort, bo pa jut a man, that, I doubt, and bo 
doeb Ml Locke, buch a one 16 hauUy pobbiblc to be 
met with foi thib humlh and rlavah employment I 
prebumc, bii, to call it bo, because ol the too little 
legard that ib gcneially paid to these ubclul mm in the 
families of the gicat, wheie tlioy aie ficquently put 
upon a loot with the uppeimo>t scivants, and the lathei, 
il they happen to be men of modebty 

‘I would,’ f/tn Mrom eliildien’s lnsL 

beginning to talk, have borne discicel, sobi'i, nay, nuuc 
peibon about them, whose eaie it should be to fabhion 
them light, aqd to keep tliem liom all ill , esjiceially 
the infection of bad company I think,’ lonit/nttf he, 
‘thib piovinee lequiies gient bobiiety, tempeianec, 
tendeinesb, diligence, and discretion , qualities haidJy 
to be found united in peisons that aie to be had for 
oidmaiy balaueb, noi easily to be found any wheic ’ 

If tins, hii, be the cabc, docb not tliib excellent authoi 
lecomniend a bchcmc, thit ib lendcietl in a inannui 
impiacticablc, fiom this difhculty ^ 

As to thcbC qualities being moic lately to be met 
witli in persons that aie to be had toi orthntiry mliittfs, 
1 cannot help being of opinion, (although, with Mr. 
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Locke, I think no expense should be spaied, if tliat 
woitlil do,) that theie is as good a chance foi finding a 
piopei pel son among tlie needy scholais, (if not of a 
low and soidid tuin of mind,) as among the moie 
affluent Because the naiiow cucumstances of the 
foimei (which piobably became a spui 10 his own 
impiovement) will, it is likely, at fiist setting out in 
the woild, make him be glad to eriibiace an offei of 
this kind in a laraily, which has inteiest enough to 
piefei him, and will quicken his diligence to make him 
deset "ue piefeiment And if such a one wanted any 
thing of that lequisite politeness, which some woiilci 
natiually expect fiom scholais of bettci fouune, might 
not that be supplied to the youth by the conveisation 
of patents, lelationa, and vuitois, in conjunction with 
those othei helps which young men of family and laige 
expectations constantly have, and which few Icained 
tutois can give him 

I say not this, deai sii, to countenance the wi etched 
niggaidliness (which this gentleman justly censmea) of 
those who guidge a handsome considei ation to so 
necessaiy and painful a laboui as that of a tutoi, which, 
wheie a deseiving man can be met with, cannot be too 
genteelly lewaided, noi himself too icspectfully tieated 
I only take the libeiLy to dclivei my opinion, that i 
low condition is as likely as any othci, with a mind not 
ungencious, as 1 said, to pioducc a man who has these 
good qualities, as well foi the icasons I have hinted at, 
as foi othei s which might be mentioned 

But Ml Locke proceeds with his difflculties in this 
paiticulai ‘ To foim a young gentleman as he should 
be,’ j-njij /«', ‘ ’tis fit his goveinoi should be well-bied, 
undeistand the ways of carnage, and measuies of 
civility, in all the vaiiely of pet sons ^ times, and places , 
and keep his pupil, as fai os his age lequiies, constantly 
to the observation of them This is an ait,’ tontmues 
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he^ ‘not to be leaint oi tiught by books Nothing can 
give It but good company and obseivation joined 
togethei ’ 

And in anothei place, ‘ Besides being well-bied, 
the tutoi should know the woild well , the ways, the 
humouis, the follies, the cheats, the faults of the age 
liL has fallen into, and paiticulaily of the count! y he 
lives in These he should be able to shew to his pupil, 
as he finds him capable , teach him skill in men and 
then manneis, pull off the mask, which then seveial 
callings and pietences covei them with , and make his 
pupil discein what lies at the bottom, iindei such 
appeal snees, that he may not, as iinc\penenced young 
men are apt to do, il they .ue unwaineil, take one 
thing foi anothei , judge by the outsides, ami give him- 
self up to show, and the insinuation of a fan caiiiage, 
01 an obliging application Teach him to guess at, and 
bewaie of, the designs of men he hath to do with, 
neithei with loo much suspicion, not loo much 
confidence ’ 

This, deal sn, is e\ctllenlly saitl ’I’ls noble 
theoiy , and if ihelutoi be i man voul of lesentment 
and cipiicc, and will not be goveined bypaitial con- 
siderations in lus own |iulgmtnt ol peisons and things, 
all will be well But if otheiwisc, miy he not take 
advantage of the confidence placed m him, to the 
injuiy of some woitliy peison, ami by tkgices monopo- 
li 7 c the young gentleman to himself, and govcin his 
passions IS absolutely, as I have heaul some (list 
mimsteis hive done those of then pnnee, equally to 
his own peisonal disicpuUition, and to the disadvantage 
of his people^ But, 

All this, and much more, accoidmg to Mr Locke, 
IS the duty of a tutoi , and on the finding out such a 
one depends his scheme of a home education. No 
wondei then, that he himself says, ‘ ^Vhcn I coqsidci 
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the sciuples and cautions I heie lay in youi way, me- 
thinks It looks as if I advised you to something, which 
I would have ofFeied at, but in effect not done,’ &c 
Peimit me, deal sii, m this place, to express my feai, 
that it IB haidly possible foi any one, of talents infeiioi 
to those of Ml Locke himself, to come up to the lules 
he has laid down upon this subject , and ’tis to be 
questioned, whethei even Ac, with all that vast stock of 
natuial leason, and solid sense, foi which, as you tell 
me, Bii, he was so famous, had attained to these 
perfections at his first setting out into life 

Now, theiefoie, deal sii, you can’t imagine how 
these difficuUies peiplex me, as to my knowing how to 
judge which is best, a homr 01 v school education — Foi 
heal what this excellent author justly obseives on the 
lattei, among othei things no less to the puiposc ‘ 1 
am suie, he who is able to be at the chaigc of the tutoi 
at home, may theie give his son a inoie genteel carnage, 
moie manly thoughts, and a sense of what u woithy 
and becoming, with a gieatei pioficiency in leaimng 
into the baigain, and iipen him up sooner into a man, 
than any at school can do Not that 1 blame the 
school-mastei, in this,’ says Ac, ‘01 think it to be laid 
to his chaige The diffeience is gieat between two 01 
thiee pupils in the same house, and thiec 01 four Ciluic 
boys lodged up and down Foi let the mastei’s in- 
dustiy and skill be evei so great, it is impossible he 
should have fifty 01 one hundred scholais undei his eye 
any longer than they aie in the school together ’ But 
then, sir, if there be such a difficulty, as Mr Locke 
says, to meet with a piopei tutor for the home educa- 
tion which he thus pieteib, what a perplexing thing is 
this • 

But, still, according to this gentleman, another 
difficulty attends a home education, and that is, what I 
hinted at before, m my second aiticle the necessity of 
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keeping the youth out of tlic company of the meanei 
seavants, who may set him bad examples l< 01 tlius he 
says ‘Heie is anothei gicat inconvcmencL, which 
childien itccive fiom the ill ixamphs which tluy meet 
with fiom the mtanei soivants. Tluy 11 e 7t'/io//ji, if 
possible, to be kept fiom such cnnieisation b 01, the 
contagion of these ill picccdents, both iti cuihty 
and vutiie, hoiiibly infects chilchcn a. oficn as they 
come within tlu icacli of ii 1’hey fieqiiently leain 
fiom unbicil 01 debaiiLlucI seivanis such language, 
untowaully tucks and vices, as othuwisc they would 
be igiiniant of ill then lives "I’ls a haul mallei 
wholly to pi event this mihclmd,* (onfwuti he , ‘ you will 
have V Cl y good hick if you nevci hivea ilowmsh 01 
vitious scivant, and if fiom them yoiii chihliem iieiei 
get my infection ’ 

Then, mi, my thud point (winch 1 meniioned in Ihc 
beginning of this icitci) makes i still Miongei objec- 
tion, as iL miy hippen, igamsi i home ediualion, to 
wit, the example of the patents iheniutlves, if ihe^ he 
not vciy (ucumsped and disci eel. 

All these dilhciilties being jm! logeihei, lei me, deai 
sii, humbly jiiopose u, as a mattei foi yoiii consuleia- 
tion and detcnimnation, Whit bet iheie he not a muldlc 
way to be found out in a school-education that may 
umedy some of thcHC inconvemencieH ? Ii'ci suppose 
you cannot get a tiitoi so qualified as Mi Locke 
thinks he ought to be, foi yoin Billy, as he giowh up. 
vSuppoho theie is dmgti liom join meatus sciianin, 
and suppose wc his parents should not lie ihh to lay 
oiUhcKes tindti the lequisitc lesiiamtt., in oidei to foim 
his mind by om own exampleh , wim h, I hope, by Cod’d 
glace, howcvei, will not be the t ise —Cannot some 
maatei be found out, who hIi.iII lu mi well lewaided 
foi hid caie of ^ few young gentlemen, ai, shall make 
It woith Ini. while to be contented with those few P 
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buppobe five, bi-b., hcven, oi eight at mobt, whobe movals 
and bleeding he may attend to, ab well ab to then 
learning^ The faithei this mabtei lives fiom the 
young gentleman's ft lends, the bettei it may be. We 
will hope that he ib a man of a mild disposition, but 
btiict in hib diiLiplinc, and who shall makt it a tule not 
to give collection foi small faults, oi till eveiy othei 
method has been tiied , who carncs such a just dignity 
in his mannei, without the appearance of tyianny, that 
hib looks may be of gicatei foicc than the woids of 
some , and his woids, than the blows of othei s ; and 
who will lathei endeavoui to bhame than ttiiify a 
youth out of hib faults Then, sii, suppose this gentle- 
man was to allot a paiticulai poition of time foi the 
more luirnul studies, and befoie the youth was tued 
with f/jtw, suppose anothei poition was allotted for the 
tunting and antlmitic paits, and then, to relieve his 
mmd tiorti both, suppose the datumg-niaster should take 
his pait, and innocent cxeicises of mere diveision, to 
fill up the ie,t, at his own choice, m which, diveued 
by such a lotaHon of employments, (all thus rendeied 
delightful by then succesbivc vaueiy,) he would haidly 
wish to pass much tune Foi the dancing ol itself, 
with the dancmg-mastei’s insLuiclions, if a wcll-bied 
man, will .inswct both paits, that of biccding, and that 
of exeicise And thus diHcicnt studies, at one time, 
may be masteicd 

Moicovcr, the emulation, which will be inspued, 
wheie thcie .ue scieial young gentlemen, wiU be of 
inconceivable use both to lutoi and pupil, in lessening 
the iiouble ol the one, and advancing the learning of 
the othei, which cannot be e\pccted, where theic is but 
a single youth to be taken cate of. 

Such a mastci will know it to be liis inteicst, as well 
as Ins duty, lo have a watchful eye ovci the conduct 
and bchavioui of his seivanls His assistants, m the 
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difFeient blanches of science and edaeation, will be 
persons of appioved piudence, foi whom he will think 
himself answoiable, since his own 7 epntation^ as well as 
his hvehhoodj will depend upon then behavioui The 
young gentlemen will have young gentlemen foi then 
companions, all undei tlic inilucnee ol the same pi ecepts 
and diicctionb, and if some chosen peiiod weie fiKtd, 
once a week, as a lewaid foi some eKeellenei, wheic, 
at a little desk, laised a step 01 two above the othci 
seats, the excelling youth should be set to icad, under 
the mastei’s diiecUon, a little iioition fiom the best 
tianslations of the Gieek and Roman histoiians, and 
even fiom the beat English aiithois, this might, in a 
veiy engaging mannei, initiate them into the knowledge 
of the hibtoiy of past times, and of then own eountiy, 
.ind give them a cmioaity to pass some ol tlicn vacant 
houib m the same laudable pursuit Foi, deai sir, I 
must still insibt, that lewards, and innocent giatilicatjonb, 
ab also little honoui s and distinctions, must needs be veiy 
atti active to the minds of youth 

Foi, don’t you tlunk, dcai sa, that the jaetty tide, 
and dauy-housc bi eakfasting, by which Miss Good- 
win’s goveiness distinguishes the little ladich, who excel 
in then allotted tasks, is a (me cncoui agement to dieii 
ductile minds ^ — Yes, it is, to be suic ' - -And L have 
often thought of it with pleasuu, and have, in ,i mannei, 
pai taken of the delight with which T base supposed 
then pictty heaits must be Idled on that oicasion 
And why may not such little tiiumphs bi, m piopoition, 
as incentive to childicn, to make them cndcavoui to 
mastei laudable tasks, as the Roman liiumphs, of 
diffeient kinds, and then muial and civic i towns, all 
which r have hcaid you speak of, weie to then heioes 
and waiiiois of old ^ Foi Mi Diydcn well obseivcs, 
that 
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Men aie but children of a laiger giowth 
Oui appetites aie apt to change as thms, 

And lull IS Li iving too, and lull as vain 

Peimit me, hi, to tianscube foui oi five hnes moie 
foi the beauty of the thought 

And yet tin soul, shut up in hti daik loom, 

Viewing ho deal ilnoad, at home sees nothing 
But, like a molt on caith, busy and blind, 

Woiks ill hei lolly up, and easts it outwaid 
In the woi lei’s open view 

Impiovmg the thought, methmks I can seethe deal 
little miss, who has, m some eminent task, home away 
the palm, make hci public entiy, as I may CiUl it, alter 
her daily bieakfast, and pictly auing, into the govei- 
ness’s couiL-yaid, thiough a low of hei school -fellows, 
diawn out on taeh side, to admuc hci , hei governess 
and assistants leceiving hei at the poich, then little 
capitol, and lifting hex out with applauses and en- 
comiums, with a Thus thaH it be done to the »jwj, whom 
hei governess dehghteth to honow > I see not, my Mi 

B , why the deal miss, in this case, as she moves 

thiough hei admiimg school-fellows, may not have hei 
little heait beat with as much delight, be as gloiiously 
elated, pi opoi tionably, as that of the gieatest heio in 
his tiiumphal cai, who has ictuincd fiom exploits, 
peihaps, much less laudable 

But how 1 lamble' — ^Yet, suiely, sii, you don’t 
expect method oi connexion fiom your girl The 
education of oui sex will not pei miL that, where it is 
best We aie foiced to stiuggle foi knowledge, like 
the poor feeble infant in the month ; who, as I described 
in my fiist lettei on this subject, is pinned and fettered 
down upon the nuisc’s lap , and who, if its little arms 
h^pen, by chance, to escape its nurse’s observation, and 
offer but to expand themselves, me immediately taken 
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into custody, and pinioned down to then passive 
behavioui So, when a pool gul, in spite of hei 
nariow education, hicaks out into notice, hei genius is 
immediately tamed by tiifling employments, lest, pci haps, 
she should become the envy of one sex and the equal of 
the othei But you, sii, act moic nobly with youi 
Pamela , foi you thiow in hei way all the oppoitumties 
of impiovement that can ofFci , and slu has only to 
legiet, that sJie cannot mike a betlcn use of them, and, 
of consequence, lendci heiielf niuie woilhv of youi 
geneious indulgence 

1 know not how, sn, to iceovei my thioad , and so 
must bicak oil with that delight, which I alw lys take, 
when I come ntai the bottom ol my leiteis to youi 
deal self, because then 1 can boast of the honoui 
which I have in being 

Youi cvei dutiful 

P B — 


M'TTER XIJ 

MRS D , TO MR 11 

Wfcl, but, my deal Mi li , you will jitihaps 

think, liom my last lamblmg leLtei, that I am most 
inclined to a school education foi youi Billy, some 
yeais hence, if it shall please God to spaie him to us. 
But indeed I cannot say that I am J only lay sevcial 
things togcthei in my usiuU indigested and loving way, 
to lake youi opinion upon, which, as it ought, will 
always be decisive with me. And, indeed, 1 im so 
thoioughly convinced by Mi. Jmcke’s leasons, vyheie 
the behavioui of seivants can be so well answeied for, 
as tliat of yours can be, and whcie the example of the 
paients will bo, as I hope, lathei edifying than othei- 
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wibc, that without boing bwayed, ab I think, by mateinal 
fondnebb, m thib cube, i mubt needb give a piefucnce to 
the home education , and tlie little scheme I piebumed 
to foim in my labt, wa^ only, ab you will be pleased to 
icracmbu, on a supposition, tliat those necessaiy points 
could not be so well seemed 

In my obseivations on this head, I shall take the 
libel ty, in one oi two paiticulais, a little to difFei hom 
an authoi, that I admiie exeeedingly and that is the 
piesent design ol my wilting these letteis, foi I shall 
heieaftei, if God spaie my life, in my little book, (when 
you have kindly decided upon the points in which I 
piesume to difFei hom that gentleman,) shew you, su, 
my gicat leveitiiee and esteem foi him , and shall 
then be able to let you know all my aeuliments on this 
impoitant subject, and that moic untloubtingly, as I 
bhall be moie impiovedby yeais, andyoui eonveisation , 
ebpecially, su, if 1 have the honoui and happinebs of a 
foieign tom with you, of which you give me hope , so 
much aie you pleased with the delight I take in these 
inipioving excmsions, which you have now favoured 
me with at tiraeb, through raoie than half the kingdom 
Well then, su, I will pioeeed to considei a little 
moie paitieulaily the subject of a home eelucation, with 
an eye to those dilhtfultics of which Mi. Loeke takes 
notice, as 1 mentioned in my last 

As to the lust, that of finding a qualihed tuloi , we 
must not e\pect uO iiiueh peifeetion, I doubt, as Mi, 
Locke lays down as neeebsaiy What, theiefoie, 1 
humbly conecive is beat to be done, will be to avoid 
choosing a man ol bigotted and nauow piineiplcs, who 
yet shall not be tainted widi sceptieal oi heteiodox 
notions, who shall not be a iiieic seholai oi pendant j 
who has tiavellcd, and yet picsoived Ins moial chaiactei 
untainted , and whose bchaviom and cauiagc is easy, 
unaffected, unfoimai, and genle*el, as well aequiiedly 
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as natuially bO, if possibk , who shall not be dogmatical, 
pofaitive, oveibeaimg on one hand, nor too yielding, 
suppliant, fawning, on tlit other , who ahall study tlie 
child’s natuijl bent, in oidei to diuU hib studies to the 
point in which he ib most liktly to lxllI In oidei to 
preseive theiespLCtdue to his own chaiULtci homeveiy' 
one, he niuht not be a busy-body in the family, a 
whibpeiei, a tale-bcaiu, but be apeison of a benevo- 
lent turn of mind, leady to compose difleieneeb who 
fall all avoid, of all things, that foppishnes* of diess and 
appeal ance, which distinguishes the petit-maitiei! and 
hiench ushers, (that I have seen at some boai ding- 
schools,) foi coxcombs I athci than guides of education : 
Foi as 1 have heaid you, my best tuioi, often obseive, 
die peculiauties of habit, wheic a peison aims at some- 
thing fantastic, oi out of chaiactei, aie an undoubted 
sign of a wiong head Foi such a one is so kind, as 
always to hang out on his sign, what soit of lurnituie 
he has in lus shoji, to save you the tiouble of asking 
questions about him , so Unit one may a> easily know 
by lus outwaid appeaiance what he ir, as one Ctin know 
a widow by hm weeds 

Such a peiaon as I have thus negatnely di leribed, 
may be found without vciy raueli diflieulty peihaps, 
because some of these lequisite's ate peisonal, and otheis 
aic such as aic obvious iit lust sight to a common 
penetration, oi, whcie not so, may be lound out, by 
inquiry into his general ehaiactci and bchaviout and 
to the caie of such a one, deal sii, let iiu foi the 
piesent suppose youi Billy ib eommitted and so we 
acquit oui selves of the first diflieulty an well as we 
can, that of the mtoi , who, to make himsell more 
pel feet, may foim himself, as to what he wants, by 
Ml Locke’s excellent lules on that head. 

But befoic 1 quit tins subject, will you give me 
leave, an, to lemind you of youi own opinion upon it. 
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in a conveisation that passed between you and Sii 
Geoige Stuait, and his nephew, in London , in whicl: 
you seemed to piefei a Scottish gentleman foi a tucoi, 
to tliose of youi own nation, and still moie than to 
those of Fiance^ Don't you lemembei it, deal sir ^ 
And how much those gentlemen weie pleased with 
youi facetious lieedora with their countiy, and said 
you made them amends foi that, in the piefeience 
you gave to then learned and tiavelled youth ^ If you 
have ioigot it, T will heie tiansciibe iL fiom my reLotdSi 
as I call my book of memoiandums , foi eveiy time I 
am pleased with a conveisation, and have leisuie, befoie 
It goes out of my memoiy, I entei it down as neai the 
veiy words as I can, and now you have made me 
youi coiiespondenl, I shall sometimes, peihaps, give 
you back some valuables fiom youi own tieasuie 
Miss Dainfoid, and Mi Tumei, and Mi Fanshaw, 
wtie piesent, I welliemembei These aie youi woids, 
as I have wiitten them down 

‘Since the union of the two kingdoms, we have 
many pel sons of condition, who have taken tutois foi 
their sons fiom Scotland, which piactice, to speak 
impaitially, has been attended with some advantageous 
ciicumstances, that should not be oveilooked Foi, 
Sii Geoi ge, it must be confessed, that, notwithstanding 
youi nariow and stiff mannei of education in Scotland, 
a spirit of manly learning, a kind of poetic liberty, as 1 
may call it, has begun to e^eit itself in that part of the 
island The blustering noith, forgive me, gentlemen, 
seems to have hardened the foicheads of her hungry 
sons , and the keenness with which they set out foi 
prefeiment in tlie kindliei south, has taught them to 
know a good deal of the world betimes Through 
the easy tcinis on which leaining is geneially attained 
tlicie, as It IS earliei mculcated, so it may probably 
take deeper root And since 'tis haidly possible 
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(forgive me, dear Sir George, and Mr. Stuart,) they 
can go to a worse country on this side Greenland, 
than some of the noithern parts of Scotland, so their 
education, with a view to travel, and to better them- 
selves by settlements m other countiies, may perhaps be 
so many reasons for them to take greater pains to 
qualify themselves for this employment, and may make 
them succeed better in it ; especially when they have 
been able to shake off the fetters which are rivetted 
upon them under the narrow influences of a too tyran- 
nical kirk-disciplme, which you, Sir Geoige, have just 
now so fieely censuied. 

‘ To these considerations, when we add the neces- 
sity, which these remote tutors lie under, of behaving 
well, because, in the first place, they seldom wish to 
return to their own country; and in the next, because 
that cannot prefer them, if it would; and, thirdly, 
because it would not, if it could, if the gentleman be 
of an enlarged genius, and generous way of thinking; 
I say, when we add to the premises these considerations, 
they all make a kind of security for their good be- 
haviour : while those of our own country have often 
friends oi acquaintance on whose favour they are apt 
to depend, and for that reason give less attention to the 
duties requisite Ibr this important oflice. 

‘ Besides, as their kind friend -dEolus, who is accus- 
tomed to spread and strengthen the bold muscles of the 
strong-featured Scot, has generally blown away that 
inauspicious bashfulness, which hangs a much longer 
time, commonly, on the faces of the southern students ; 
such a one (if he fall not too egregiously into the con- 
trary extieme, so as to become insufferable) may still 
be the more eligible person for a tutor, as he may teach 
a young gentleman, bedmes, tliat necessary presence 
of mind, which those who are confined to a private 
education sometimes want. 
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‘ But, aftei all, if a gentleman of this nation be 
chosen for this employment, it may be necessaiy, that 
he should be one who has had as genteel and free 
an education himself, as his countiy and oppoitunities 
will afford , and has had, moitovci, the native lough- 
ness of his climate Hied off and polished by tiavel and 
conveisation , who has made, at least, the toui of 
Fiance and Italy, ind has a taste foi the politeness of 
the foiniei nation , foi, from the natuial boisteiousness 
of a Noith Biiton, and the iintisiic politeness of a 
Fienchmin, if happily blended, such a mixtuie miy 
lesult, as may fuinish out a moic complete tuioi, than 
eithei of the two nations, singly, m ly be able to pioduce 
But il ought to be icmembcicd, that this peison should 
by all means have conqucied his native hiogue, as I 
may call it, rad be a mastei of tlm Fnglish pionun- 
cialioii , otheiwiso his convciaadun will be veiy dis- 
agieeable to an Itnglish cai. 

‘ And peimit me, gentlemen, to adil, that as an 
acquaintance with the muses contiibules not a little to 
soften the manncis, and txi give a giaeeful and delicate 
tuin to the imagination, and a kind of polish to seveier 
studies, I believe it would not be amiss that he should 
have a taste foi poetiy, ilthough peihaps it wcie not 
to be wished he had such stiong inclinations that 
way, as to make that lively and delectable amusement 
hiH piedominant passion Foi we see veiy few poels 
whose waim imaginations do not lun away with then 
judgments And yet, in oulei to leain the dead lan- 
guages in then puiity, it will be neeesaaiy, as I appie- 
hend, to inculcate both the love and the study of the 
ancient poets, which cannot fail of giving the youth a 
taste foi poetiy m geneial * 

Peimit me, deai su, to ask you, whethei you id- 
vanced this for aigument-sakc, as sometimes you love to 
amuse and enter taiq your fi lends in an uncommon way ^ 
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For I should imagine bliat om two univeisities, winch 
you have been so good as to shew me, and foi which I 
have evci since had even a gieatei leveiencc than 1 had 
before, aie capable of furnishing as good tutou as any 
nation in the woild Foi hcie the young gentlemen 
seem to me to live both in the >1001 hi and in the 
university, and we saw stvcial gentlemen who had 
not only line puts, but polite bchavioiu, and deep 
leaining, as you ubsmedme , some of whom you entei- 
tamed, and were cntci tamed by, in f.o elegant 1 man- 
nei, that no tiavelled genileni in, if I may he allowed 
to judge, could excel them ^ And bebules, mv deai 

Mi B , I know Avho is leckonetl oni of the 

politest and beat bied gentlemen in hngland by eveiy 
body, and leained, as well as polite, and yet h id his 
education in one of those cclebiated seats of leaining 
I Wish youi Billy nevei may fall sboitof the gentleman 
I mean, in all these acquit cmeni s , and he will be a 
veiy hippy cieatme, 1 am suic ' 

But how I wandei again fiom my subject •— I have 
no othei way to lecovci myself, when 1 thus 1 amble, 
but by bunging back myself to that one delightful 
point of teflcction, that 1 have the hunoui to be, dcaiest 
sii, 

Yom evei dutiful and oblige*d 

F B 


LUTTKR XMI 

MRS, B , TO MR U 

Diarist Sir, 

I now resume my subject 1 had gone thi ough 
the article of the tutor as well as I could , and now let 
me trouble you with n few lines upon what Mr* I^ockc 
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says, that childien aie wholly, if possible, to be kept 
fiom the conveisation of the meanei seivants , whom 
he supposes to be, as too fieqiiently they aie, unbred and 
dihiniihidj to use his own woids 

Now, sii, let me obseivt, on this head, thit I think 
ii is veiy dilTicult to keep childicn horn the conveisation 
of scivants at all times The caic of peisonal attend- 
ance, especially in the child’s eaily age, must fall upon 
anvants of one denomination 01 othei, who, little 01 
niueh, must bo eonveisant with the infenoi seivants, 
and so be liable to be tainted by then conveisation , and 
It will be dull cult in this case to pi event the taint being 
eomnumieatccl to the child Wheiefoie n will be a 
uuei , is well is a raoie Inudnbh method, U) insist upon 
the legulai behavioui of the whole family, than to 
e\ptel the child, and its immediate atlendani 01 tutoi, 
should be the only good ones in i 1 

Noi IS this so dillicult a thing to bung about as may 
be imagined Youi family, deal mi, afFoids an eminent 
instance of it the good have been confiimed, the 
lemihs have bec*n lefoimed, the passionate have been 
tamed , and theie is not a family in the kingdom, I will 
vcntuic to say, to the honour of every individual of it, 
moie uniloim, moie legulai, and fieei fiom evil, and 
moie legal dful of what they say and do, than yoiiis 
And I believe, sii , you will allow, that thougli they 
weie always honest, yei they weie not always so 
laudably, so e\.emplanly viitiious, is of late which 1 
mention only to shew the piaetieableness of a reforma- 
tion, even wheu* bad habits have taken ])lat e — b'or youi 
Pamela, an, aiiogaica not to heiself the lionoui of this 
change ’lbs owing to the divine giaee sinning upon 
In ai ts natui ally good , foi else an example so easy, so 
plain, so simple, fiom so young a misLiess, who, raoie- 
ovei, had hten txalted liom then own station, could 
not have been attended with such happy effects 
via u I 
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You bee, deal sii, what a mastei and mihUess’s 
example could do, with a pool soulbohii gone as Mis 
Jewkcb And I daie be confident, that if, on the 
huing of a new ecivant, sobiicty of mannetb and a 
viitiioub conveuation wcic insisted upon, and they 
weie told, that a geneial inoffensiveniess in woids as 
well as actions was expected fiom them, as indispens- 
ible conditions of then seiviee, and that a bi each of 
tint kind would be no moic passed oiei thin a wilful 
iiaud, 01 act oi dishonesty , and if, idded to tliesc 
leqmsitea, then puneipals take eaie to suppoit these 
injunelionh by then own txanqile , I say, in this ease, 
I daie be conlident, that if hueli i heivice did not 
them good, it would m/L them so 

And why, indeed, should we not think tins a veiy 
piaeticable sehome, when it is consideied ihat the seiv- 
intb we take aie at yeais of disiulion, and have the 
stiong tie ol infutst supei added to tht obligations we 
lequiic of tlieni , ind which, they must needh know, 
(let them have wliit hid hahils they will,) lit light 
foi thmuelvis to dibchaigt, as well as loi m to exact •' 

We all know of how much foite the example of 
bupeniois lb to iiileuoib li is gtneully and loo pistly 
said, that the couitb of piincea abound with the most 
piofligate of men, insomuch that you tannot well give a 
man a moie significantly bad title than hy calling him 
a couRniR Yet, even among these, one shall see the 
foice of t\imjiley as T have htaid you, sii, liequently 
ubbcivc Foi, let but the land he lihst with a pious 
and leligioub pnnee, who makes it a lule wnli him to 
countenance and piomotc men oi viitut anti piobity, 
and, to put the case still btiongci, let such a one even 
succeed to the most hbeitineicign, wheieinthenunncis 
of the people have seemed to be wholly Jepiaved , yet 
a wondciful change will be immediately enccteJ. The 
flagitious liveis will be chased away, ot lefornied , or 
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at least will think it then duty, or then tntei esf, which 
IS a strongei tie with such, to appear lefoimed , and 
not a man will seek for the favour oi countenance of his 
piince, but by laudable pretences, oi by worthy actions 

Tlieie was a time, the reign of King Richaid III , 
when, as I have lead, deformity of body was the 
fashion, and the nobility and genti y of the court thought 
It an indispensable lequisite of a gi aceful foim to pad 
foi themselves a lound shoulder, because the king was 
ciooked And can we think human natme so absmdly 
wicked, that it would not much lathei have tried to 
imitate a personal peifection, than a defoimity so 
shocking in its appearance in people who weie natur- 
ally straight ^ 

'Tis a melancholy thmg to reflect, that, of all pio- 
fessions of men, the maimeis, who most behold the 
wondeis of Almighty power displayed in the gieat deep, 
(a sight tliat has struck me with awe and reverence 
only fiom a coast prospect,) and who every moment 
of then lives, while at sea, have but one frail plank 
betwixt themselves and mevitable destruction , are yet, 
generally speaking, as I have often heard it observed, 
the most abandoned mvokers and blasphemers of the 
name of that God, whose raeiciet they every moment 
unthankfully, although so visibly, experience Yet, as 
I heaid it once remarked at youi table, sii, on a pai- 
ticulai occasion, we have now living one commander in 
the British navy, who, to his honoui, has shewn the 
foice of an excellent example supporting the best pre- 
cepts for on board of his ship not an oatli or curse 
was to be heard , while volhes of both (issued from 
impious mouths in the same squadron, out of his know- 
ledge) seemed to fill the sails of othei ships with guilty 
bieath, calling aloud foi that perdition to overtake 
them, which, perhaps, his worthy injunctions and 
example m his own, might be of weight to suspend 
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If such, then, deal sii, be the foice of a good ex- 
ample, what have parents to do, who aie disposed to 
bring up a child at home undei their own eye, according 
to Ml Locke’s advice, but, fiist, to have a stiict legaid 
to that aiun conduct ^ This will not want its due in- 
fluence on the servants , especially if a piopei inquiry 
be made into then chaiacteisbefoie they aie entci tuned, 
and a watchful eye be had ovei them, to keep them up 
to those characLeis afterwaids And when they know 
they must forfeit the favoui of a woithy maslci, anil 
then places too, (which may be tliought to be the best 
of places, because an uniform chaiactei must make all 
aiound it easy and happy,) they will leadily obstivc 
such rules and diiections as shall be picsciibed to them — 
Rules and diiections which tlieii own consciences will 
tell them aie ngbt to be piescnbed , and even n^ht 
foi them to follow, weie they twf insisted upon by 
then supeiiois And this conviction must go a gicat 
way towaids then thorough lefoimation Foi a pci son, 
wholly convinced, is half lefoimed And tlius the 
hazard a child will lun of being coiiupLed by con- 
versing witli the seivants, will be lemovcd, and all 
Ml Locke’s other rules better enforced 

I have the boldness, sii, to make anothci objection, 
and that is, to the distance which Mr Locke pi escribes 
to be kept between childienand servants Foi may not 
this be a means to fill the minds of the foinici witli a 
contempt of those below them, and an aiiogancc that is 
not warranted by any rank or condition, to their infcriois 
of the same species ^ 

I have transciibed ^ what Mi Jmcke has enjoined 
in lelation to this distance, where he says, That the 
children are by all means to be kept mihnlly from the 
conversation of the meaner servants. — But how much 
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better advice does the same authoi give foi the behaviour 
of childien to seivants in the following woids which, 
I humbly presume to think, aie not so entiiely con- 
sistent with the foimei, as imght be expected fiom so 
admirable an author ' 

‘Another way,’ says Ae, in) ‘to instil senti- 
ments of humanity, and to keep them lively in young 
folks, will be, to accustom them to civility m their 
language and deportment towards then infeiiorb, and 
the meaner sort of people, particularly servants It is 
not unusual to observe the children in gentlemen’s 
familieh treat the servants of the houoC with domineering 
words, names of contempt, and an imperious cauiage, 
as if they weie of anothei lace, 01 species beneath them 
Whethei ill example, the advantage of fortune, oi their 
natural vanity, inspiie this haughtiness, it should be 
prevented oi weeded out , and a gentle, courteous, 
affable carnage, towards die lower ranks of men, placed 
in the room of it No pait of then superiority,’ coa~ 
limes this exLellent authoi ^ ‘will be hereby lost, but the 
distinction mci eased, and then auUioiity strengthened, 
when love in inferiois is jomed to outward respect, and 
an esteem of the person has a share in then submission 
And domestics will pay a moie ready and cheerful 
service, when they find themselves not spurned because 
fortune has kid them below the level of others at their 
master’s feet ’ 

These, dear sir, are certainly the sentiments of a 
generous and enlarged spurt But I hope 1 shall be 
forgiven, if I observe, tliat die great distance Mr 
Locke before enjoins to be kept between childien and 
seivants, is not veiy consistent with the above cited 
paragraph For if we would prevent this undue con- 
tempt of infeiiors in the temper of children, the best 
way, as I humbly presume to ^ink, is not to make it so 
unpardonable a fault foi them, especially in then early 
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yeais, to be m then company Foi cm one niike the 
childien shun the seivanLs, witliout lendeimg them 
odious 01 contemptible to them, and lepicscntinj’ tliein 
to the childien in such dibadvantagLOii>i lights, as mubt 
needs make the servantb vile in then eyes, and them- 
selves lofty and exalted in then own ^ and thcieby 
cause them to treat them with ‘dommecimg woids, and 
an impeiious cairiage, as if they weic of mothei lacc, 
oi hpecies beneath them, and so,’ ab Mi Loeke k/jh, 
‘nuise up then natiiial piide into an habitual contempt 
of those beneath them And then,’ as hi aiUU^ ‘wheic 
will that piobabiy end, but in oppichsion ind eiuelty^’ 
” ' I pieoume to think, will all 

and icconciled, when the 
seemed by tlie example and 

injunctions of the piincipals 

Upon the whole, then, of what Ml Loeke has 
enjoined, and what I have taken the hbciLylo suggest 
on this head, it bhall be my tndeavoiu, m that eaily 
pait of youi deal ] 3 illy’‘i education, which youi gootl- 
ness will intiust to me, to ineiilcatc bcUnies in his mind 
the piinciples of univeisal bcncvolenec and kindness to 
otheis, especially to infeiiois 

Nor, deal sii, shall I feai that the little' dcai will be 
wanting to himself in assuming, as he glows uji, an air 
of supeiioiity and distance of behaviom equal to his 
condition, oi that he will descend too low loi his 
station Foi, sii, theic is a piide and self-love natuial 
to human minds, that will seldom be kept so low, as to 
make them humblei than they ought to be 

I have obseived, before now, instances of this, in 
some of the families we visit, between the young niastci s 
01 misses, and those childien of lowei dcgiee, who have 
been bi ought to play with them, oi diveit them On 
the masteis and misses side, I have rilways seen, thej' 
lead the play and pieseiibe tlie laws of it, be the 


— riut this mattei, deal sii, 
be happily accommodated 
seivanth’ good bchavioui is 
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diveision what it will , while, on the othei hand, then 
lowei-iank playfellows have geneially given in to their 
little humouis, though evei so contiaiy to then own, 
and the diffeience of dress and appeal ance, and the 
notion they have of the more eminent condition of their 
playfellows’ patents, have begot in them a kind of awe 
and leapect, that, peihaps, moie than sufficiently secuies 
the super 101 ity of the one, and tlie suboidination of the 
othei 

The advantage of tins umveisal benevolence to a 
young gentleman, as he giows up, will be, as I humbly 
conceive, that it will so diffuse itself over hts mind, as 
to influence all his actions, and give i giace to eveiy 
thing he does or says, and make him admiied and 
lespected fiom the beat and most duiable motives . and 
will be of gieatei advantage to him foi his attaining a 
handsome addiess and behavioui, (foi it will make him 
conscious that he meuts the distinction he will meet 
with, and encourage lum still more to meat it,} than the 
best lules that can be given him foi that purpose 

I will theiefoie teach the little dear couiteousness 
and affability, fiom the piopeiest motives I am able to 
think of, and will instiuct him in only one piece of 
piide, that of being above doing a mean 01 low action 
I will caution him not to behave in a loidly 01 insolent 
manner, even to the lowest seivants I will tell him, 
as I do my deal Miss Goodwin, That that supeiionty 
18 the most commendable, and will be best maintained, 
that IS owing to humanity and kindness, and which is 
giounded on the peifecuons of the mwd, lather than on 
the accidental advantages of fortune and condition That, 
if his conduct be such as it ought to be, there will be 
no occasion to tell a seivant, that he will be obseived 
and lespected That humility, as I once told my Miss 
Goodwin, IS a charming grace, and most conspicuously 
♦ See p 
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charming in persons of distinction , foi that the poo^ 
who are humbled by then condition, cannot glo^m^^ 
as the iich may , and that it makes the ■* 

people love and admiie ranks of 

descend Wheieas who can so con- 

insult, as It owes m such, is meanness and 

advantages which,, being to accidental 

proem mg, who can same time, ire seldom of hit 

I would even soonei ™ean as to be pioud That 

m a high , for it ^ degiee than 

doing a base thing ^ secmity m the fust against 
Itself, and an impoli*- ® iich, it is a base thing 

a pioud mind giast'’ nioie distinction 
poor de.pi8ed L> ■' have , and eveiy 

when suiioundedV“'‘”‘"T‘ “5*'““' “ «heea,. 
ing splendois, tha, ’ adorned by, all his gliLtei- 
^aine manner with ^ °}°’ the 

Thus will the despises 

implanted eaily in'^""^ “ benevolence and affability, 
duly cultivated as ® ^ young gentleman, and 

lequisite conduct Stows up, inspiie him with the 
motives, and, at tL ^°™mand respect fiom ptoper 
servants obsene a *t^®t it will make the 

them to have a guaid^I^*” towards him, it will oblige 
the presence of one, m woids and actions in 
tiaining-up would be soTgiSP^^^k °f '’^iucation and.^_ 
they weie giossly faulty So that“ri6ly^!jfee2’ con- 
ceive, a mutual benefit will flow to the manneis of 
each, and hu good behavioui will lendei him, in 
some measme, an mstiuctive monitoi to the whole 


But peirait me, sii, to enlaige on the hint I have 
alieady given, in relation to the example of parents, in 
case a prefeience be given to the home education Foi 
if this point cannot be seemed, I should always imagine 
It were best to put the child to such a school as I have 
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taken the libeity to mention But yet the subject 
might be spared by me in the piesent case, as I wute 
with a view only to youi family , though you will 
lemembei, that while T follow Mi Locke, whoso 
woik IS public, I must be consideied as if I was 
duecting myself to tlic genei ility of the woild Foi, 
< 511 , I have the pleasuie to say, that jfoui conduct in 
youi family is unexceptionable , and the piide to think 
that mine is no disgiacc to it No one heals a woid 
horn youi mouth unbecoming the chaiactei ot a polite 
gentleman , and I shall always endeavoui to be veiy 
legal dlul of what falls fiom mine Youi teinpei, sii, 
18 equal and kind to all youi scivants, and they love 
you, as well as awfully uspect you And well does 
youi genei obity, and bountiful and considciate mind, 
descivc It of them all And they, seeing I am watch- 
ful ovei my own conduct, so as not to bchaie unwoitliy 
of youi kind example, legaid me as much as I could 
wish they should, foi well do they know that then 
beloved niastci will have it so, and gicatly honoun and 
esteems me himself — Youi table-talk is such as peisons 
of the sUiLlest punciples may licai and ]oin m Youi 
guests and youi fiiendo aie, genei ally speaking, ptisons 
of the genteckst life, and of the best mmncis — So 
that Ml Locke would have advised you, of all gentle- 
men, had he been living, and known you, to give youi 
childien a home education, and assign these, and still 
stiongci icasons loi it 

But, dear sii, weic we to speak to the genei ality of 
paicnt-', It is to be fcaicd tins would be an almost 
msupeiablc ohjcetion to a home education f'oi (I 
am Sony to say it) when one turns one’s eyes to the 
bad piecedcntb given by the heads of some families, it 
18 baldly to be wondeied at that dicie is so little viuuc 
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and leligion among men Foi can those paients be 
surprised at the ungraciousness of then chihhen^ who 
hardly ever shew them that then o-ai/i actions are 
governed by reasonable oi moial motives ^ Can tlie 
gluttonous father expect a self-denying son ^ With how 
ill a grace must a man who will often be disguised in 
liquor, pleach sobiiety^ A passionate man, patience 
An 11 religious man, piety ? How will a parent, whose 
hands aie seldom without caids or dice in them, be 
obseived in lessons agamst the peinicious vice of gam- 
mg ’ Can the piofuse fathei, who is squandering away 
the foi tunes of his children, expect to be legaided in 
a lesson of frugality ’Tis impossible he should, 
except It weie that the youtli, seeing how peinicious 
hib fathei *3 example is, should have the giace to make 
a piopei use of it, and look upon it as a sea-maik, as 
it weie, to enable him to shun the dangerous locks on 
which he sees his fathei splitting And even in this 
best case, let it be consideied, how much shame and 
disgiace this thoughtless patent ought to lake to him- 
selfj who can admonish his child by nothing but the 
odiousness of his own vice , and how little it is owing 
to him, that his guilt is not doubhd by his son’s tieading 
in Ins steps ' Let such an unhappy parent 'duly weigh 
this, and think how likely he may be, by his bad 
example, to be the cause of his child’s perdition, as 
well as his own, and stand unshocked and unamended, 
if he can < 

Give me leave to add, that it is then of no avail to 
wish foi disci eet seivants, if the conduct of the paients 
IB faulty If the fountam-head be polluted, how shall 
the under -cuiients lun clear ^ That mastci and mis- 
tiess, who would exact fiom then servants a behavioui 
which they themselves don’t piactise, will be but ill 
obseived And that child, who discovers gicat ex- 
cesses and eiiois in his parents, will be found to be less 
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piofited by then good precepts, than prejudiced by 
then bad examples Excessive fondness tins hour, 
violent passions, and peihaps execrations, the next, 
unguaided jests, an admiration of fashionable vanities, 
rash censures, aie peihaps the best, that the child sees 
in, 01 heirs fiom, those who aie most concerned to 
inculcate good piecepts mto his mind And wheie it 
is so, a home education is not by any means, surely, to 
be chosen 

Having thus, as well as my slendei abilities will 
peimit, piesumed to delivei my opinion upon thiee 
gieat points, viz The qualifications of a tutoi , the 
necessity of having an eye to the moials of servants , 
and, the example of parents , (all which, being taken 
care of, will give a preference, as I imagine, to a home 
education,) permit me, deal sir, to speak a little 
fuithei to a point, that I have already touched upon 

It is that of emulation, which I humbly conceive to 
be of great efficacy to lead children on in their duties 
and studies And how, deai sir, shall this advantage 
be piocuied foi a young master, who has no school- 
fellows, and who has no example to follow but that of 
his tutor, whom he cannot, fiom the disparity of years, 
and othei circumstances, without pain, (because of this 
disparity,) think of emulatmg ^ And this, I conceive, 
IS a very great advantage to such a school education, 
as I mentioned in my formei letter,* where there are 
no more scholars taken in than the master can with 
ease and pleasure instruct 

But one way, in ray humble opinion, is left to answer 
this objection, and still preserve the reason for the 
preference which Mr Locke gives to a home educa- 
tion , and that is, what 1 foimeily hinted to you, dear 
sir,t to take into your family the child of some honest 
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neighboiii of but middling ciicumstances, and like age 
of youi own, but who should give appaient indications 
of his natuial piomptitude, ingenuous tempei, obliging 
behavioui, and good manners, and to let him go 
hand-m-hand with youis in his seveial studies and 
lessons undei the same tutoi 

This child would be sensible of the benefit, as well 
as of the distinction he leceived, and consequently of 
what was expected fiom him, and would double his 
diligence, 'and exei t all his good qualities, which would 
inspiie the young gentleman with the wislud-foi emu- 
lation , and, as I imagine, would be so pi oniouve of 
his learning, that it would gieatly compensate the tutor 
foi his pains with the additional scholai , foi the young 
gentleman would be ashamed to be outdone by one of 
like yeaib and statute with himself And little lewaids 
might be pioposed to the gieatest pioficient, in oidei 
to heighten the emulation 

Then, sii, peimit me to add, that the generosity of 
such a method, to a gentlemin of 3^oui foi tune and 
beneficent mind, vjould be its own lewaid, weic theie 
no othei benefit to be leceived fioni it 

Moieoiei, such an ingenious youth might, by his 
good moials and industiy, heieaftei he of seivice in 
some pi ice of tiust in the family , oi it would be easy 
foi a gentleman of youi inteiest in the woild, if such 
a thing ofTeied not, to piovide foi the youth in the 
navy, in some of the public offices, oi among youi 
pin ale fiiends — If he pioved faulty in his moials, his 
dismission would be m youi own powei, and would be 
punishment enough 

But if, on the othei hand, he pioved a sobci and 
hopeful youth, such a one would make an excellent 
companion foi youi Billy in iipei yeais, ns he would 
be, m a manner, a coiioboiatoi of his moials, foi, 
as his circumstances would not suppoit him in any 
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extravagance, so those cucumstances would be a check 
upon his inclinations , and this being seconded by the 
hopes of futuie piefeiment fiom youl favoui and in- 
teiest, which he could not expect but upon the teims 
of his peiseveiance in vntue, he would find hnnself 
undei a necessity of setting such an example, as might 
be of gieat benefit to liis companion who should be 
watched, as he giew up, that he did not (if his ample 
foiLune became dangerous to his vntue) contubuie, out 
of his affluence, to diaw the othei aftei him into ex- 
tiavagance And to this end, as I humbly conceive, 
the noble doctiine of independence should be eaily 
instilled into both then minds, and upon all occasions 
inculcated and enfoiced, which would be an induce- 
ment foi the one to cndeavoui to tmpiove his ioitune 
by his honest industiy, lest he should nevei be enabled 
to use out of a state of dependence , and to the othei, 
to Leepj if not to impi ove, his own, lest he should evei 
fall into such a semle stale, and thereby lose the 
glorious power of confeiimg happiness on the deserv- 
ing, which suiely is one of the highest pleasuies that 
a generous mind can know , a pl^suie, sn, which you 
have oftenei expciitnced than thousands of gentlemen 
And which, may you still continue to expeiience foi a 
long, long, and happy succession of yeais to come, is 
the pi lyei of one, the most obliged of all othcis in hei 
own person, as well as in the peisons of hei dearest 
relations , and who owes to this glonous beneficence 
the honour she boasts of being 

Your ever affectionaie and grateful 
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LETTER XL III 

MRS B , TO MR B 

But now, my deai Mi B ^ if you will indulge 

me in a lettei oi two moie, piepaiative to my little 
book, that I mentioned, I will take the libeity to 
touch upon one or two othei places, wheiein I differ 
flora this learned gentleman But, first, peimit me to 
obseive, that if patents aie, above all things, to avoid 
giving bad examples to then childien, they will be no 
leas careful to shun the practice of such fond fatheis 
and motheis, as are wont to indulge then childien in 
bad habits, and give them then head, at a time when, 
like wax, then tendei mmds may be moulded into 
what shape they please This is a point, tliat, if it 
please God, I will caiefully attend to, because it is the 
foundation on winch tlie supeistiuctuie of the whole 
futuie man is to be elected Foi, accoiding as he is 
indulged oi checked in his childish follies, a giound is 
laid foi his futuie happmess oi miseiy , and if once 
they are suffered to become habitual to him, it cannot 
but be expected, that they will glow up with him, and 
that they will hardly ever be eiadicated ‘ Tiy it,’ says 
Ml Locke, speaking to this very point, ‘ m a dog, oi 
a hoise, or any othei cieatuie, and see whethei the 
ill and resty tricks they have learned when young, aie 
easily to be mended when they aie knit And yet 
none of these cieatuies aie half so wilful and pioud, 
oi half so desiious to be masteis of themselves, as 
men ’ 

And this bungs me, deal sn, to the head of punish- 
ments, in which, as well as in the article of rewards, 
which I have touched upon, I have a little objection 
to what Mr Locke advances 



PAMELA 


271 


But peimit me, howevei, to piernise, that I am 
exceedingly pleased with the method laid down by 
this excellent writei, lathei to shame the child out of 
his fault, than beat him , which lattei serves generally 
for nothing but to harden his mind 

Olsimacy^ and telling a he, and committing a tuilfnl 
fault, and then pe/ststing m it, aie, I agiee with this 
gentleman, the only causes foi which the child should 
be punished with stupes And I admiie the reasons 
he gives against a too iigoious and severe tieatment of 
childien 

But I Will give Ml Locke’s words, to which I 
have some objection 

‘ It may be doubted,’ says he, ‘ concerning whip- 
ping, when, as the last leraedy, it comes to be neces- 
saiy, at 'what time, and by whom, it should be done, 
whuthei presently, upon the committing the fault, 
whilst It lb yet fiesh and hot — I think it should not 
be done pi esently,’ adds he, * lest passion mingle with 
It , and so, though it exceed the just pioportion, yet 
It lose of Its due weight foi even children discein 
whcnevci we do things m a passion ’ 

I must beg leave, deal sir, to differ fiom Mi Locke 
in this point, foi I think it ought rathei to be a lule 
with patents, who shall chastise their children, to 
conquer what would be extreme in their own passion 
on this occasion, (foi those patents, who cannot do it, 
aie veiy unfit to be pumsheis of the waywazd passions 
of their children,) than to defei the punishment, 
especially if tlie child knows its fault has reached its 
parent’s eai It is otherwise, methinks, giving the 
child, if of an obstinate disposition, so much more time 
to harden its mind, and bid defiance to its punishment 
Just now, dear sir, your Billy is brought into my 
presence, all smiling, ci owing to come to me, and full 
of heait-cheeiing promises , and the subject I am upon 
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goes to my heart Suiely, surely, I ca^ never beat 
your Billy i — Deal little life of my life ' how can 1 
think that thou canst evei deserve it, oi that 1 can 
evei inflict it ' — No, my baby, that shall be thy papa’s 
task, if evei thou ait so heinously naughty, and what- 
evei he does, must be light — Paidon my foolish 
fondness, dear sii ' — I will proceed 

If, then, the fault be so itiocious as to deserve 
whipping, and the paient be resolved on this exemplaiy 
punishment, the child ought not, as I imagine, to come 
into one’s piesence without meeting with it Foi else, 
a fondness too natuial to be resisted, will piobably get 
the uppei-hand of one’s les'entment, and how shall 
one be able to whip the deal creature one had ceased 
to be angry with ^ Then, after he has once seen one 
without meeting his pumshment, will he not be inclined 
to hope for connivance at his lault, unless it should be 
repeated And may he not be apt (foi children’s 
resentments are strong) to impute to ciuclty, a coi- 
rection, (when he tli ought the fault had been foi gotten,) 
that should always appeal to be inflicted with reluctance, 
and till ough motives of love ^ 

If, fioni angei at his fault, one should go ahQn}e the 
due porpoihotit (I am sure 1 might be tiusted for this ') 
let It take its couisel — How baibaiously, mcthinks, 
I speak ' — He ought to feel the lash, first, because he 
deserves it, pool little soul ' Next, Because it is pro- 
posed to be exemplaiy And, lastly, Because it is not 
intended to be often used And the very passion oi 
displeasiue one expi esses, (if il be not enoimous,) will 
shew one is in eainest, and cieatc in him a ncccssaiy 
awe, and make him be afiaid to offend again. The 
end of the collection is to shew him the difference 
between light and wrong. And as it is proper to take 
him at his fiist offei of a full submission and repent- 
ance, (and not befoie,) and instantly dispassionate 
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one’s self, and shew him the diffeience by acts of 
paidon and kindness, (which will let him see, that one 
punishes him out of necessity rathei than choice,) so 
one would not be afiaid to make him smart so 
sufficiently, that he should not soon foiget the seventy 
of the discipline, not the disgrace of it Theie’s a 

ci uel mamma foi you, Mi B ' What my 

pr ri tice may be, I can’t tell , but this theojy, I presume 
to think, lb light 

As to the act itself, I must appiove of Mr Locke’s 
advice, to do it by pauses, minghng stupes and 
postuhtions togethei, to shame and teiiify the more, 
and the laihei, as the patent, by this slow manner of 
inflicting the punishment, will less need to be afiaid 
of giving too violent a collection , foi those pauses 
will affoid huut as well as the child, oppoi tunities lor 
consideiation and lefleclion 

But, as to tlie pen on by whom the discipline should 
be pcifoimcd, I ht'rably conceive that this excellent 
authoi IS heie also to be objected to 

‘If you have a disci eet stivant,’ says he, ‘capable 
of It, and has the place of goveining youi child, (foi 
if you have a tutoi, theie is no doubt,) I think it is 
the best the sraait should come immediately fiom 
anothei’s hand, though by the patent’s oidei, who 
should see it done, wheieby the parent’s authoiity will 
be preseived, and die child’s aveision foi the pain it 
suffers, lathei be turned on die pel son that immediately 
inflicts It foi I would have a fathei seldom stiike a 
child, but upon vexy uigent necessity, and as the last 
icmedy.’ 

’Tis in such an uigent case, dear sii, that we are 
supposing It should be done at all If there be not a 
uason stiong enough foi die father’s whipping the 
child himself, theie caimot be any sufficient foi his 
oifleiing any othei to do it, and standing by to see it 
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done But I humbly presume to think, that if theie 
be a necessity foi it, no one can be so lit as the fathei 
himself to do it The child cannot dispute his 
authority to punish, from whom he receives and ex- 
pects all the good thmgs of this life He cannot 
question hts love to him , and aftei the smart is ovei, 
and his obedience seemed, must believe that so tender, 
so indulgent a fathei, could have no othei end in 
whipping him, but his good Against /jim, he knows, 
he has no lemedy, but must passively submit, and 
when he is convinced he jmkj/, hewill in time conclude 
that he ought 

But to have this seveie office peifoimed by a 
seivant, though at the father’s command , and that 
piofessedly, that the aversion of the child foi the pain 
It suffers, should be turned on the person who imme- 
diately inflicts It, IS, I am humbly of opinion, the 
reverse of what ought to be done And mote so if 
this servant has any duection of tht child’s education , 
and still much more so, if it be his tutoi, notwithstand- 
ing Mr Locke says, ‘Theie is no doubt, if theie be 
a tutoi, that it should be done by him ’ 

Foi, dear sii, is theie no doubt, that tlie tutoi 
should lay himself open to the aversion of the child, 
whose manners he is to form ^ Is it not the best 
method a tutoi can take, in oidei to enfoice the 
lessons he would inculcate, to endeavoui to attiact the 
love and attention of his pupil by the most winning, 
mild, and inviting ways that he can possibly think of’ 
And yet is he, this very tutoi, out oj all doubt, to be 
the instiumcnt of doing an haish and disgiaceful thing, 
and that in the last lesort, when all othei methods aie 
found ineffectual, and that too, because he ought to 
incui the child’s lesentment and avcision, lathei than 
the father ’ No, surely, sir, it is not leasonable it 
should be so qmte contiaiy, in ray humble notion, 
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theie can be no doubt, but tliat it should be other-^ 
wise. 

It should, methinks, be enough foi a tutoi, in case 
of a fault in a child, to thi eaten to complain to his 
father , but yet not to make such complaint, without 
the child obstinately persists in his eiior, which, too, 
should be of a natuie to mciit such an appeal And. 
this, methinks, would highly contribute to preset ve the 
patent’s authority , who, on this occasion, should nevei 
fail of extorting a piomise of amendment, or of in- 
stantly punishing him with his own hands And, to 
soften the distaste he might conceive in resentment of 
too iigid complainings, it might not, possibly, be amiss, 
that his intei position in the child’s favour, if the fault 
were not too flagrant, should be permitted to save him 
once 01 twice from the impending discipline 

’Tis certain that the passions, if I may so call them, 
of affection and aversion, are veiy early discoverable m 
children, insomuch that they will, even before they 
can speak, afford us marks for the detection of an 
hypocritical appeal ance of love to it before the parents’ 
faces For the fondness or aveiseness of the child to 
some servants, as I have observed in other families, 
will U any time let one know, whether their love to 
the baby is uniform and the same, when one is absent, 
as present In one case the child will reject with 
sullennesB all the little sycophancies, that aie made to 
It in one’s ‘ught , while, on the other, its fondness of 
the person, who generally obliges it, is an infallible 
rule to judge of such a one’s sincerity behind one’s 
back This little observation shews the strength of a 
child’s resentments, and its sagacity, at the earliest age, 
in discovering who obhges, and who disobliges it ; 
And hence one may infer, how improper a person he 
IS, whom we would have a child to love and respect, 
or by whose precepts we would have it dii ected, to be 
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thepumshei of its faults, oi to doanyhaishoi disagiee- 
able office to it 

Foi my own pait, deal sii, I must take the libeity 
to declaie, that if the paient weie not to inflict the 
punishment himself, I dunk it much bettei it should be 
given him, in the paient’s piesence, by the seivant of 
the lowest consideiation in the family, and whose 
manneis and example one would be the least willing of 
any othei he should follow Just as the common 
executions, who is the lowest and most flagitious 
officei of the commonwealth, and who ficquently 
deseives, as much as the ciiminal, the punishment he 
IS chosen to inflict, is pitched upon to peifoiin, as a 
maik of gieatei ignominy, those sentences which aie 
intended as examples to detei othei s fiom the com- 
mission of heinous ciimes And this was the method 
the Almighty took, when he was disposed to couect 
seveiely his chosen people Foi, in that case, he 
geneially did it by the hands of the most piofligate 
nations aiound them, as we lead in many places of the 
Old Testament 

But the following lule, among a thousand othei s 
equally excellent, I admue in Mi Locke ‘ When,’ 
says he, ‘ (foi any misdemcanoui,) the fathei oi mothei 
looks sow on the child, eveiy one else should put on 
the same coldness to him, and nobody give him 
countenance till foigiveness asked, and a lefoimation of 
his fault has set him light again, and lestoied him to 
his foimei ciedit If this weie constantly obseived,’ 
adds he, ‘ I guess thei e would be little need of blows 
or chiding Then own ease oi satisfaction would 
quickly teach childien to couit commendation, and 
avoid doing that which diey found eveiy body con- 
demned, and they weie suie to suffei foi, without being 
chid 01 beaten This would teach them modesty and 
shame, and they would quickly come tp have a natuial 
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a,bhouence foi tlmt which they found made them 
slighted and neglected by eveiy body ’ 

This afFoids me, den sii, j. piclLy hint , Foi if evei 
youi chaiming Billy shall be naughty, what will I do, 
but piQchnm thioughout jmui wouhy family, that the 
little deal IS in disgi ace • And one shall shun him , 
anothei shall decline answeimg him, i thud shall say, 
No, masici, I cannot obey you, till youi mamma is 
pleased with you a louith, "Who shall mind what little 
nustcis bid them do, when little masicis won’t mind 
what then mammas say to them ^ And when the deal 
little soul iinds this, he will come in my way, (and I set, 

paidon me, my deal Mi B , he has some of his 

papa’s spun alieady, indeed he has ') and I will diiect 
myself with double kindness to yom beloved Daveis, 
and to my Miss Goodwin, and take no notice at all of 
the deal cieaLuit, if T can help it, till I can see hia J)nJ>a 
(foigue my boldness) banished fiom his little sullen 
blow, and all his mtmma use to hia eyes And when 
his musical tongue shall be unlocked to own his fault, 
and pionnse amendment — O, then, how shall I clasp 
him to my bosom ' and tcais of joy, 1 know, will meet 
lus Lcais of pcmttncc 

How these Uighls, deal sii, please a body ' — What 
dcliglns have those raanmi'is, (which some fishionable 
1 idles aiL c|uite unaccjuiinK d with,) who can make then 
deal babies, and iheii (list educations, then enteiiam- 
mtnl and divcision' To waleh the dawiiings of 
leason m ihem, to diiecl iheii htlle jiassions, as they 
shew tliLMUscdvch, to this oi that paiticulai point of 
benefit and use , and to piepaie the sweet viigin soil of 
then minds to icccivc ihc seeds of viitue and goodness 
so eaily, that, as they glow uji, one need only now a 
little pinning, and now a htlle wateiing, to make them 
the oinaments and delights of the gaiden of this life' 
And then then pietty Wiiys, then fond and giateful 
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endeaunents, some new beauty every day using to 
observation — O, my deaiest Mr B ' whose enjoy- 

ments and pleasuies are so gieat, as those of such 
mothers as can bend then minds, two 01 thiee houis 
every day, to tlie duties of the nuiseiy • 

I have a few othei things to obseive upon Mi 
Locke’s Treatise, which, when I have done, I shall 
read, admiie, and improve by the lest, as my yeais and 
experiences advance , of which, in my pioposed little 
book, I shall give you bettei pi oofs than I am able to 
do at piesent , law, ciude, and indigested as the notions 
of so young a mamma must needs be 

But these shall be the subjects of anothei lettei , foi 
now I am come to the piide and tlie pleasuie I always 
have, when I subsciibe myself, deaiest sii, 

Youi evei dutiful and giateful 

P B 


LETTER XLIV 

MRS B , TO MR B 

Dear Sir, 

Ml Locke gives a gieat many veiy pietty 
instiuctions lelating to tlie play-games of childien , but 
I humbly piesume to object to what he says in one 01 
two places 

He would not indulge them in any play-things, but 
what they make themselves, or endeavour to make ‘A 
smooth pebble, a piece of papei, the mothei’s bunch of 
keys, 01 anything they cannot huit themselves with,’ 
he rightly says, ‘ selves as much to divert little childien, 
as those moie chargeable and cuiious toys from the 
shops, which aie piesently put out of oidei and bioken*’ 
These play-things may certainly do well enough, as 
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he obseives, foi litlle ones But, jnethmks, to a peison 
of easy circumstances, since the making thehe toys 
employs the indufatiious pool, the buying them foi the 
child might be dispensed with, though they were easily 
broken , and especially as they aic of dl puces, and 
some less costly and moie dui iblc than odieis 

‘ Tops, gigs, battledois,’ Mi Locke obseives, ‘which 
aie to be used with laboui, should indeed be proem ed 
them — not foi variety, but exeicisc but if they had a 
top, the scouigc-btick and leithei-stiap should be left 
to then own making and fitting ’ 

But may I picsume to say. That whatevei be the 
good Ml Locke pioposes by this, it cannot be equal 
to the mischief childien may do themselves in making 
these play-things ^ Foi must they not have implements 
to woik with^ And is not i knife, 01 othei edged 
tool, without which it is mipossiblc they can make 01 
shape a scouigc-stiek, 01 any of then play-things, a fine 
instiument in a child’s hands ^ This advice is the 
leveise of the caution waiianted from all antiquity, tftaf 
it is cUingetous to meddle with edged iooh And I am 
afiaid the tutoi must often act the suigeon, and follow 
the indulgence with a styptic and i plastei , and the 
young gentleman’s hands might be so often bound up, 
that it might indeed, pel haps, be one way to euie him 
of his eainest desiie to play , but 1 can haidly imagine 
any othei good that it can do him Foi, 1 doubt the 
excellent consequences pioposed by oui authoi fiom this 
doctiinc, such as to teach the child modciation in his 
debit cs, application, industiy, thought, contuvance, and 
good husbandly , qiuhtics that, as he obseives, will be 
useful to him when he is .1 man, aic too 1 emote to be 
engiafted ujion such beginmngs, although it must be 
confessed, that, as Mi Locke wisely observes, good 
habits and industry cannot be too eaily inculcated 
But then, sii, may I ask, Aac not the veiy plays and 
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sports to which childien accustom themselves, whethel 
they make then own play-things oi not, equivalent to 
the woik 01 laboui of giown peisons^ Yes, sii, I will ' 
ventuie to say they aie, and moie than equivalent to 
the exeicises and laboui of many 

Ml Locke advises, that the child’s play-tliings 
should be as few as possible, in which I entiiely agiee 
with him That they should be in his tutoi’s powei, 
who is to give him but one at once But since it is 
the natuie of the human mind to covet most what is 
piohibited, and to set light by what is in its own powei , 

I am half doubtful, (only that Mi Locke says it, and 
the mattei may not be so veiy impoitant, as othei 
points, in which I have taken the libeity to dilFei fiom 
that gentleman,) whethei the child’s absolute possession 
of his own play -things m some little lepositoiy, of which 
he may be peimitted to keep the key, especially if he 
make no bad use of the piivilege, would not make him 
moie indifFeient to them while the contiaiy conduct 
might possibly enhance his value of them And if, 
when he had done with any play-thmg, he weie obliged 
to put it into Its allotted place, ind weie accustomed 
to keep account of tlie numbei and places of them 
seveially , this would teach him oidei, and at the same 
time rastiuct him to keep a propei account of them, 
and to avoid being a squandciei oi wastei And if he 
should omit to put his play-thmgs in then places, oi be 
caielcss of them, the taking them away foi a time, oi 
thieatemng to give them to otlieis, would make him be 
moie heedful 

Ml Locke says, ‘That he has known a child so 
disti acted with the numbei and vanety of his play- 
things, that he tiied his maid eveiy day to look them 
ovei and was so accustomed to abundance, that ho 
ncvei thought he had enough, but was always asking, 
What moic ^ What new thing shall I have ? A good 
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mtioduction,’ adds he, iiomcally, * to model ate desiies, 
and the i eady way to make a contented happy man • ’ 
All that I shall olFei to this is, that theie aie few 
n so philosophical as one would wish them to be , 
much less childien. But no doubt that this vaiiety 
engaged the child’s activity , which, of the two, might 
be tinned to bettei puiposes, ihan sloth oi indolence , 
and il the maid was tiled, it niighl|,be because she was 
not to much alvue as ihe child, and peihaps tins pait 
of the giievance might not be so gieat, because, if she 
was his attendant, ’tis piobable she had nothing else 
to do 

Howevei, m the mam, as Mi Locke says, it is no 
mattei how few play-thmgs the child is indulged with 
But yet I can laaidly peisuidc myself, tliat plenty of 
them can have such bad consequences, as the gentleman 
appichends, and the lathei, localise they will excite 
1ns attention and piomote his industiy and activity 
His mquuy aftei new things, let him have few oi many, 
IS to be expected as a consequence of tliose natuial 
dcsiies, which aie implanted in him, and will eveiy day 
inciease But this may be obseived, that as he glows 
in yeai s, he will be above some play-things, and so the 
numbei of the old ones will be always leducible, peihaps 
in a gieatei piopoition than the new ones will inciease 
Ml Locke obseives, on the head of good-bieedmg, 
that ‘ Theie aie two soits of ill-bi ceding , the one a 
sheepish bashfulness, and the othei a misbecoming 
negligence and disiespect in oui carnage , both which,’ 
says he, ‘aie avoided by duly observing this one lule, 
not to think meanly ol oui selves, and not to think 
meanly of othei a ’ I think, as Mi Locke explains 
this lule, it IS an excellent one But on this head I 
would beg leave to observe, that howevei discommend- 
able a bashful tempei is, in some instances, wheie it 
must be deemed a weakness of tlie mind , yet, in my 
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humble opinion, it is gencially die maik of an ingenuous 
one, and is always to be piefened to an undistinguishing 
and haidy confidence, which, as it seems to me, is the^ 
genuine pioduction of invincible ignoiance 

What IS faulty in it, which Mi Locke calls sheep- 
ishness^ should indeed be shaken off, as soon as possible, 
because it is an enemy to meiit in its advancement in 
the woild But, sii^ weie I to choose a companion foi 
youi Billy, as he glows up, 1 should not think the 
WQise of the youth, who, not having had the oppoi- 
tunities of knowing men, oi seeing the woild, had this 
defect On the contiaiy, I should be apt to look upon 
It as an outward fence oi enclosuie, as 1 may say, to 
his viitue, which might keep off die lightei attacks of 
iramoiality, the Hnssais ot vice, as I may say, who 
aie not able to cauy on a foimal siege against his 
moials , and I should expect such an one to be docile, 
humane, good-humoui ed, diffident of himself, and 
therefore most likely to impiove as well in mind as 
behavioui While a haidened mind, that nevei doubts 
Itself, must be a stiangei to its own miiimities, and, 
suspecting none, is impetuous, ovei-beaimg, incorii- 
gible , and if iich, a tyrant if not, possibly an invadei 
of othei men’s piopeities , or, at least, such a one as 
allows Itself to walk so neai the boideis of injustice, 
that, wheie self is conceined, it haidly ever does right 
things 

Mr Locke pioposes (§ 148) a very pietty method 
to cheat childien, as it weie, mlo leaining But then 
he adds, ‘ Theie may be dice and play-dnngs with the 
letteis on them, to teach children the alphabet by 
playing’ And in another place, (§ 151,) ‘I know a 
person of great quality — ^who by pasting the six vowels 
(foi in out language y is one) on the six sides of a die, 
and the remaining eighteen consonants on the sides of 
thiee other dice, has made tins a play foi his childien, 
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that he bhall win, who at one cast thiowb most woidb 
on these foui dice , whereby hib eldest son, yet in 
codtb, has playid hinibelf into ipellmg with gieat eagei- 
* ness, and without once having been chid loi it, oi 
foiced to It ’ 

1 niubt nteds bay, my deal Mi B , that I had 

lathei youi Billy bhould be a twelvemonth backwardei 
foi want of thib method, than loiwaided by it Foi 
what may not be apprehended fiom so eaily allowing, 
01 lathti inculcating the use of dice and gaming upon 
tlie niindb of childien ^ Let Mi Locke himbell speak 
to this in his ^ 2od, and I should be glad to be ible to 
leconcile the two passages m this excellent author — 
*Ab to caidb and dice,’ says he, ‘I think the balest 
and best way, is nevei to leain any play upon them, 
and so to be incapacitated foi thcie dangcioub tempta- 
tions, and enci caching wasteis of usclul time ’ — And, 
he might have added, ol the noblest cbtateb and 
foituneb , while shaipeib and scoundielb have been 
lifted into distinction upon then luinb Yet, in ^ 153, 
Ml Locke pioccedb to give paiticulai diiectionb in 
1 elation to the dice he lecommendb 

Bui, aftei all, if some innocent plays weie fixed 
upon to cheat childien into leading, that, as he says, 
should look, as little like a task as possible, it mubt 
needs be of use foi tliat puipobe But let eveiy gentle- 
man, who hab a loi tunc to lose, and who, if he games, 
lb on a foot with the vile&t company, who geneially 
have notliing at all to iisk, ticmblc at the thoughtb of 
teaching liib son, though foi the most laudable puiposeb, 
the caily use of dice and gaming 

But, deal sii, peirait me to bay, how much I am 
chaimed witli a hint in Mi Locke, which makes youi 
Pamela hope she may be of gieatei use to youi childien, 
even as they «/, than she could evei have flatteied 
heibclf to be — ’Tis a chaiming paiagiaph ' I must 
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not skip one woid of it Thus it begins, and I will 
obseive upon it as T go along ‘§ 177 But undei 
whose caie soevei a child is put to be taught,’ oays 
Ml Locke, ‘during the tendei and flexible yeais of'’ 
hiB life, this IS ceitain, it should be one, who thinks 
Latin and language the least pait of education ’ 

How agieeable is this to my notions , which I duist 
not have avowed, but aftei so excellent a scholai ' 
Foi I have long had the thought, that a gieat deal of 
piecious time is wasted to little puipose in the attaining 

of Latin Ml H , I think, says, he was ten 

yeais in endeavouimg to leain it, and, as fai as I can 
find, knows nothing at all of the mattei neither ' — 
Indeed he lays that to the wicked pictiue in his 
grammai, which he took foi gi anted, (as he has said 
seveial times, as well as once wiitten,) was put theic to 
teach boys to 10b oichaids, instead of impioving then 
minds in learning, 01 common honesty 

But, (foi this IS too light an mstancc foi the subject,) 
Ml Locke proceeds — ‘One who knowing how much 
virtue and a well-tempeied soul is to be piefeiied to 
any soit of hatnmg 01 language^’ [What a noble wiitei 
IB this ‘ makes it his chief business to form the mind 
of his scholars, and give that a light disposition ’ [Ay 
there, deal sii, is the thing'] ‘Which if once got, 
though all the lest should be neglected,’ [chainiingly 
observed ' ] ‘ would in diu. time ’ [without wicked dice I 
hope] ‘produce all the lest , and which, if it be not 
got and settled, so as to keep out lU and vitious habits, 
languages and and alltheothei accomplishments 

of education, will be to no purpose, but to make the 
worse 01 moic dangerous man ’ [Now comes the 
place I am so much delighted with ' ] ‘ And, indeed, 

whatever stii theie is made about getting of Latin, as 
the gieat and difficult busmess, his mothei’ [O thank 
you, thank you, den sii, foi putting this excellent 
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duthoi into my hands’] may teach it him heiself, if 
hhe will but spend two oi thiee houis in a day with 
■s, — [If ''he will ' Nevei feai, deai sii, but I will, 

with the highest pleasme m the woild'] ‘and make 
him lead tlie Evangelists in Latin to her ’ [How I 
long to be fave oi six yeais older, as well as my deaiest 
babies, that I may entei upon this chaiming sclieme ’] 

‘ Foi she need but buy a Latin Testament, and having 
got somebody to maik the last syllable but one, wheie 
It IS long, in wolds above two syllables, (which is 
enough to regulate hei pronunciation and accenting the 
woids,) lead daily in the gospels, and then let hei 
avoid undei standing them in Latin, if she can ’ 

Why, dealest, deal sir, you have taught me almost 
all this already , and you, ray best and most beloved 
tutoi, have told me often, I lead and pronounce Latin 
moie than tolciably, tliough I don’t understand it But 
this method will teach me, as weU as your dear children 
But thus the good gentleman pioceeds ‘ And when 
she undeistands the Evangelists in Latin, let hei m the 
same raannci lead ilisop’s Fables, and so pioceed on 
to Eutiopms, Justin, and such other books I do not 
mention tins,’ adds Mi Locke, ‘ as an imagination of 
what I fancy may do, but as of a thing I have known 
done, and the Latin tongue got with ease this way ’ 

Ml Locke proceeds to mention other advantages, 
which the child may leceivc fiom his mother’s instiuc- 
tion, which I will endeavour more and moie to qualify 
myself for particularly, after he has intimated, that 
‘ at the same time that the child is learning French and 
Latin, he may be entered also in arithmetic, geography, 
chronology, history, and geometry too, for if,’ says 
he, ‘these be taught him, in French or Latin, when he 
begins once to understand eithei of these tongues, he 
will get a knowledge m these sciences, and the language 
to boot ’ After he has intimated this, I say, he proceeds 



286 


PAMELA 


‘ Geogiaphy, I think, should be begun with For the 
learning of die figure of the globe, the situation and 
boundaiies of the four parts of tlie world, and that o^ 
particulai kingdoms and countiies, being only an 
exercise of the eyes and memory, a child with pleasure 
will leain and letain them And this is so ceitam, 
that I now live m a house with a child, whom hib 
mothei has so well instiucted this way in geogiaphy,’ 
[But had she not, do you think, deal &ii, some of tins 
good gentleman’s kind assistance''] ‘that he knew the 
limits of the four paits of thewoild, would leadily 
point, being asked, to any countiy upon the globe, oi 
any county in the map of England , knew all the gicat 
iiveis, piomontoiies, straits, and bays, in the world, 
and could find the longitude and latitude of any place, 
before he was six years old ’ 

Theie’s for you, deal sii ' — See what a mother can 
do if she pleases * 

I lemeraber, sii, foimeily, in that sweet chaiiot 
conference, at the dawnmg of my hopes, when 
all my dangers were happdy ovei, (a conference I 
shall always think of with pleasure,) that you asked 
me. How I would bestow my time, supposing tlie 
neighbouring ladies would be above being seen in my 
company, when I should have no visits to receive oi 
return , no parties of pleasme to join m , no card- 
tables to employ my wmtei evenings ^ 

I then, 611, transported with my opening prospects, 
prattled to you, how well I would endeavour to pass 
my time in the family management and accounts, in 
visits now and then to the mdigent and worthy poor , 
in music sometimes , in reading, in writing, in my 
super 101 duties — ^And I hope I have not behaved quite 
unworthily of my promises 
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But I also lemembei, deai sir, what once you said 
on a ceitain occasion, which since the fan prospect 
lb no longei distant, and that I have been so long your 
happy, thike happy wife, I may lepeat, without those 
blushes which then coveied my face Thus, then, with a 
modest giace, and with that vttfuous endearment, that is 
so haunful in yout sex, as well as m o«rj, whethei m 
the chaiactci of lover 01 husband, maiden or wife, you 
weie pleased to say, * And I hope, my Pamela, to have 
bupei -added to all these, such an employment’ — as — m 
shoit, su, I am now blessed with, and writing of, no 
less than the useful pait I may be able to take in tbe 
111 St education of yoiii beloved babies i 

And now I must add, that this pleasing hope sets 
me above all other diveisions I wish foi no parties 

of pleasuie but with you, my deaiest Mi B ' and 

these aielpiities tbit will impiove me, and make me 
moie capable of the othei, and moie wortliy of youi 
conveisation, and of the time you pass (beyond what 
I could evei have piomised to my utmost wishes) m 
buch pool company as mine, foi no othei leason but 
because I love to be instiucted, and take my lessons 
well, as you aie pleased to say And indeed I must 
be a bad dunce if I did not, from so skilful and so 
bclo\ed a nnstei 

I want no caid-table amusements For I hope, in 
a few yeaib, (and a pioud hope it is,) to be able to 
teach youi deal little ones the first rudiments, as Mr 
Locke points the way, of Latin, of Fiench, and of 
gcogiaphy and arithmetic 

O, my dear Mr B ' by your help and 

countenance, what may I not be able to teach them ’ 
and how may I piepaie the way foi a tutor’s in- 
structions, and give him up minds half cultivated to 
hi8 hands • — And all this time impiove myself too, 
not only in science, but m nature, by tracing in the 
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little babes what all mankind aie, and have been, fiom 
infancy to iipei yeais, and watching the sweet dawn- 
ingB of leason, and delighting in eveiy blight emanation 
of that lay of Divinity lent to die human mind, foi 
gieat and happy pm poses, when lightly pointed and 
diiected ' 

Theie IS no going fuithei in diis lettei, aftei these 
chaiming leeollections and hopes Foi they bung me 
to that giateful lemeinbiance, to whom, undei God, 
I owe them all, and also what I have been foi so 
happy 1 peiiod, and what I am, which is, what will 
evei be my piide and gloiy , and well it may, when 
I look back to ray beginning, which I evei shall, with 
humble acknowledgment, and can call myself, deaiest 
Mr B , 

Youi honomed and honouiing. 

And, I hope I may say, in time, useful wife, 

P B 


LETTER XLV 

MRS B , ro MR B 

My Dearesi Mr B , 

Having m ray foimei lettei s said as much 
as IS necessaiy to let you into my notion of the 
excellent book you put into my hands, and having 
touched those points m which the childien of both 
sexes may be conceined, (with some att m iny 
intention, I own,) in hopes that they would not be so 
much out of the way, as to make you lepent of the 
honoui and pleasuie you have done me in committing 
the deal Miss Goodwin to my caie, I shall now veiy 
quickly set myself about the little book which I have 
done myself tlie honoui to mention to you 
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You have been so good as to tell me, (at the same 
time that you have not disapproved these my specimen 
Ictteis, as I may call them,) that you will kmdly 
Accept of my intended present, and you encourage me 
to pioceed in it, and as I shall leave one side of the 
leaf blank foi youi collections and alteiations, those 
corrections will be a fine help and mstiuction to me m 
the pleasing task, which I piopose to myself, of assist- 
ing in the eaily education of die deai children, which 
It h.is pleased God to give you And as, possibly, I 
may be years in wilting it, as the deal babies improve, 
and as I myself improve, by the oppoitunities which 
then advances in yeats will give me, and the experience 
I shall gam, I shall then, perhaps, venture to give my 
notions and obseivations on the moie material and 
noblei paitt of education, as well as the inferior 
Foi (but that I think the subjects above my present 
abilities) Ml Locke’s book would lead me into 
sevGial icmaiks, that might not be unuseful , and 
which appeal to me entirely new, though that may 
be owing to my slendei leading and oppoitunities, 
pel haps 

But what, my dealest Mi B , I would now 

touch upon, IS a woid 01 two still moie particularly 
upon the education of my own sex , a topic which 
natuially uses to me fiom the subject of my last 
letter Foi there, dear sir, we saw that the mothers 
might teach the child this part of science and that part 
of mstiuction , and who, I piay, as oui sex is generally 
educated, shall teach the mothets? How, m a word, 
shall they come by tlieir knowledge 

1 know you’ll be apt to say, that Miss Goodwin 
gives all the pioraises of becoming a fine young lady, 
and takes hei learning, and loves reading, and makes 
very pretty reflections upon all she reads, and asks 
very pertinent questions, and is as knowing, at her 
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yeais, as most young ladies This is very tiue, sii , 
but It IB not eveiy one that can boast Miss Goodwin’s 
capacity, and goodness of tempei, which have enabled 
hei to get up a good deal of lost time, as I must calf 
It, foi the fiist foul yeais in the deal child weie a 
pel feet blank, as fai as I can find, just as if the pietty 
deal was boin the day she was foiu yeais old Foi 
what she had to unlearn as to tempei and will, and 
such things, set against what little impiovements she 
had made, might veiy faiily be compounded foi, as a 
blank 

I would indeed have a giil biought up to hei needle , 
but I would not have all hei time employed in sampleis, 
and learning to maik, and to do those unnecessary 
things, which she will ne\ei, piobably, be called upon 
to practise 

And why, pray, my deal Mi B , aie not girls 

entitled to the same Jii\t education, though not to the 
same plays and diveisions, as boys , so fu, at least, as 
It IS supposed by Mi Locke a mothei can instinct 
them 

Would not this lay a foundation foi then futuie 
impiovement, and duect tlieii mclinations to useful 
subjects, such as would make them above the im- 
putations of some unkind gentlemen, who allot to then 
paits common tea-table piattle, while they do all they 
can to make them fit foi nothing else, and then npbi aid 
them for it ^ And would not the men find us bettei 
and moie suitable companions and assistants to them 
in eveiy useful puipose of life ^ — O that youi loidly 

sex weio all like my deai Mi B ' I don’t mean, 

that they should all take law, uncouth, unbred, lowly 
girls, as I was, hom the cottage, and, destioying all 
distinction, make such then wives I cannot mean 
this because theie is i fai greatei likelihood, that 
such a one, when she comes to be lifted up into so 
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dazzling a sphere, would have hei head made giddy 
with hei exaltation, than that she would balance 
herself well in it And then to what a blot, over all 
the fan page of a long life, would this little diop of 
duty ink spiead itself What a standing disieputation 
to the choice of a gentleman ' 

But this I mean. That aftei a gentleman had entered 
into the maiuage slate witli a young creature, (saying 
nothing at all of bnth 01 descent,) fai infeiioi to him 
in leainmg, in paits, in knowledge of the woild, and 
in all the giaces which make conversation agreeable 
and impioving, he would, as you do, endeavour to 
make hei fit company foi himself, as he shall find she 
IS ivilhng to improve, and capable of impiovement 
That he would direct her taste, point out to hei proper 
subjects for hei amusement and mstruction , travel with 
hei now and then, a month in a year peihaps, and 
shew hei the woild, aftei he has encouraged her to 
put herself foiwaid at his own table, and at the houses 
of his friends, and has seen, that she will not do him 
great discredit any where What obligations and oppor- 
tunities too, will this give her to love and honour 
such a husband, every hour, raoie and more ' as she 
will see his wisdom in a thousand instances, and ex- 
perience his indulgence to hei in ten thousand, (for 
which otheiwise no opportumty could have so fitly 
olTeied,) to the piaise of his politeness, and the honour 
of them both ' — ^And then, when select paities of 
pleasuie 01 business engaged him not abioad, in his 
home conveisation, to have him, as my deai Ml 

B does, delight to instruct and open her views, 

and inspire her with an ambition to enlarge hei mind, 
and more and more to excel' What an intellectual 
kind of man led life, as I may call it, would such 
pel sons find theiis , and how suitable to the rules of 
policy and self-love m the gentleman ' foi is not the 
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wife, and are not hei impiovements, all hu own ^ — 
Absolutely i as I may say, his awn •? And does not 
every excellence she can be adoined by, ledound to 
hei husband’s bonoui, because she is his^ even moie 
than to her own ? — In like mannei, as no dishonoui 
aifects a man so much, as that which he leceives fiom 
a bad wite 

But wheie, would some say, weie tliey to see what 

I wiite, IS such a gentleman as Mi B to be met 

with ’ Look aiound and see wheie, with all the 
advantages of sex, of education, of tiavcl, of con- 
versation in the open woild, a gentleman of his 
abilities to instiuct and mfoim, is to be found ^ And 
theie are otheis, who, peihaps, will question the 
capacities or inclinations of oui sex in geneial, to 
improve in useful knowledge, weie they to meet with 
such kind mstiuctois, eithei m the chaiacteis of patents 
or husbands 

As to the iirst, I grant, that it is not easy to hnd 
such a gentleman But foi the second, (if it would 
be excused in me, who am one of the sex, and so 
may be thought paitial to it,) I could, by compausons 
diawn flora the gentlemen ind ladies within the ciicle 
of my own acquaintance, pioduce instances, which aic 
so flagrantly in then favoui, as might make it suspected 
tliat It IS policy more than justice, in those who would 
keep oui sex unacquainted with that moie eligible turn 
of education, which gives the gentlemen so many 
advantages ovei us m that , and which will shew they 
have none at all in nature or genius 

I know you will pardon me, deal sii , fot you aie 
so exalted above your Pamela, by nature and education 
too, that you cannot appiehendany inconvenicnLC fiom 
bold compaiisons I will take the libcity, thnefoie, 
to mention a few instances among oui fnends, wheie 
the ladies, nothwithstanding then moie ciamptd and 
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confined education, make more than an equal figure 
with the gentlemen m all the giaceful parts of con- 
veisation, in spite of the contempts poured out upon 
oiu sex by some witty gentlemen, whose writings I 
have in my eye 

To begin then with Mi Munay, and Miss Darn- 
fmd that was Mr Muiiay has the leputation of 
bcholaifahip, and has travelled too, but how infinitely 
IS he sui passed in eveiy noble and useful quality, and 
in gieatness of mind and judgment, as well as wit, by 
the young lady I have named ' This we saw, when 
last at the Hall, in fifty mstances, wheie the gentleman 
was, you know, sii, on a visit to Sir Simon and his 
lady 

Next, deal sii, permit me to observe, that my good 
Loid Daveib, with all his advantages, born a counsellor 
of the lealm, and educated accoidingly, does not sur- 
pass his lady 

My countess, as I delight to call hei, and Lady 
Betty, hei eldest daughter, greatly surpass the earl, 
and hei eldett biothei, m every point of knowledge, 
and even leaining, as I may say, although both ladies 
owe that advantage piracipally to then oivn cultivation 
and acquuement. 

Let me presume, sii, to name Mr H , and 

when I hiwe named him, shall we not be puzzled to 
find any wheic in oui sex, one lemove fiom vulgar life, 
a woman that will not outdo Mr H ^ 

Lady Dainfoid, upon all useful subjects, makes a 
much biightei figure than Sii Simon, whose knowledge 
of the woild has not yet made him acquainted with 
himself — Ml Aithui excels not his lady 

J^ady Towel s, a maiden lady, is an overmatch for 
half a dozen of the neighbouring gentlemen I could 
name, m what ib called wit and politeness, and not 
inieiiOL U) any of them in judgment 
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I could multiply mstances of this natuie, were it 
needful, to the confutation of that low, and I had 
almost said, unmanly contempt, with which a ceitain 
celebrated genius tieats oui sex in geneial, in most of 
his pieces that I have seen, paiticulaily in his ‘ Lettei 
of Advice to a new maiiied Lady ’ A lettei, wilt in 
such a manner as must disgust, instead of insti ucting , 
and looks moie like the advice of an enemy to the jfv, 
and a bittei one too, than a fiiend to the pai ticular lady 
But I ought to beg pardon foi this my presumption, foi 
two leasons Fust, Because of the tiuly admiiablc 
talents of this wntei , and, next. Because we know 
not what ladies the ingenious gentleman may have fallen 
among m his youngei days 

Upon the whole, theiefoie, I conclude, that Mi 

B 18 almost the only gentleman, who excels eveiy 

lady that I have seen , so greatly excels, that even the 
emanations of his excellence iiiadiate a low cottage- 
bom gill, and make hei pass among ladies of bath and 
education for somebody 

Forgive my piide, deal sii , but it would be almost 
a crime in youi Pamela not to exult in the mild be- 
nignity of those rays, by which hei beloved Ml B 

endeavours to make hci look up to his own sunny 
Bpheie, while she, by the advantage only of his re- 
flected gloiy, in his absence, which makes a daik night 
to her, glides along with hei palei and faintci beaini- 
ness, and makes a distinguishing figuic among such 
lessei planets, as can only pooily twinkle and gliminci, 
for want of the aid she boasts of, 

I dare not, sii, conjectuic whence aiises this moic 
than paiity in the gemus of the sexes, among the jiei- 
sons I have mentioned, notwithstanding the dispauty 
of education, and the diffeience m the oppoi tunities of 
each This might lead one into too pioud a thought 
in favoui of a sex too contemptuously tieated by some 
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other wits I could name , who, indeed, aie the less to 
be legal ded, as they love to jest upon all God Al- 
mighty’s woiks , Yet might I better do it, too, than 
any body, since, as I have intimated above, I am so 
mlinitely tianscended by my husband, that no com- 
petition, piide oi vanity, could be appiehended fiom 
me 

But, however, I would only beg of the gentlemen, 
who lie so liee m tlieii contempts of us, tliat they 
would, foi their oiuti salts , (and that, with such, 
generally goes a gieat way,) iithei tiy to improve 
than depiecnite us We should then make better 
daughteis, bettei wives, bettei motheis, and better 
nnsti esses And who (permit me, sii, to ask these 
people) would be so much the bettei foi these oppoi- 
tuniLies and amendments, as oiu upbi aiders themselves^ 

On lepei using whit I have written, I must repeat- 
edly beg your excuse, dear sir, for these proud notions 
in behalf of ray sex I can ti uly say, that they are not, 
if I know myself, owing to partiality, because I have 
the honour to be one of it, but to a bettei motive by 
far For what does this contemptuous treatment of 
one half, if not the bettei half, of the human species, 
naturally produce, but libertinism and abandoned wick- 
edness ? For does it not tend to make the daughteis, 
the sisteis, the wives of gentlemen, the subjects of pro- 
fligate attempts ? — Docs it not render the sex vile m 
the eyes of the most vile •* And when a lady is no 
longer beheld by such persons with that dignity and 
revel ence, with which, peihajis, the graces of her pei- 
son, iind the innocence of her mind, should sacredly, as 
It were, encompass her, do not her very excellencies 
become so many incentives loi base wi etches to attempt 
her virtue, and bring about her ruin ^ 

Whal then may not wicked wit have to answer lor, 
when Its possessois prostitute it to such unmanly pur- 
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posea? And as if they had never had a mothei, a 
sistei, a daughtei of then own, thiow down, as much 
as in them lies, those sacred fences which may lay the 
fail enclosuie open to the invasions of eveiy clumsiei 
and vilei beast of piey, who, though destitute of their 
wit, yet coiiupted by it, shall fill their mouths, as well 
as then heaita, with the bouowed mischief, and pio- 
pagate it, fiom one to anothei, to the end of time , and 
who, otheiwise, would have passed by the uninvaded 
fence, and only shewed then teedi, and snailed at the 
well-seemed fold within it' 

You cannot, my deaiest Mr B , I know you 

cannot, be angiy at this lomantic painting, since you 
are not affected by it Foi when you weie at worst, 
you acted (more dangeiously, ’tis tiue, foi the pool 
innocents) a punctpal part, and weie as a lion among 
beasts — Do, deai sii, let me say among, this one time 
— You scorned to boiiow any man’s wit,* md if no- 
body had followed youi example till they had had yoiii 
qualities, the numbei of lakes would have been but 
small Yet, dealest sii, don’t mistake me neithei , I 
am not so mean as to bespeak youi favour by extenuat- 
ing youi failings If I metE, you would deseivedly 
despise me For, undoubtedly, (I must say it, sii,) 
youi faults were the gieatei foi youi peifections and 
such talents misapplied, as they made you moie capable 
of mischief, so did they inciease the evil of youi piac- 
tices All then that I mean by saying you are not 
affected by this painting, is, that you aie not affected 
by the desciiption I have given of clumsy and sordid 
lakes, whose wtt is botto’ived, and then wicLednsss only 
what they may call their own 

Then, deal sii, since that noble conversation, which 
you held with me at Tunbridge, in relation to the 
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consequences that might, had it not been foi God’s 
grace inteivening, have followed the masqueiade affau, 
I have the pleasuie, the mexpiessible pleasuie, to find 
a thoiough lefoimation, from tlie best motives, taking 
place , and youi joining with me m my closet, (as 
oppoitunity peimits,) m my evening duties, ib the 
chaimmg confiimation of youi kind and voluntaiy, and 
I am pioud to say, yom pious assuianceb ' so tliat this 
makes me feailcss ol youi displeasure, while I rathei 
tiiumph in my joy, foi youi piecious soul’s sake, than 
piesume to think of leciiminatmg , and when (only 
this one time foi all, and foi ever) I take the libeity 
of looking back fi om the delightful noiv^ to the painful 
joi met ly i 

But what a lamblei am I again ’ You command 
me, hii, to write to you all I tliink, without feai I 
obey , and, as the phiase is, do it without eithei /eat 
01 nuit 

If you aie not displeased, it is a maik of the true 
nobleness of youi natuie, and the smceiity of youi late 
pious dedal ations 

if you are, L shall be suie I have done wiong in 
having applied a coiiosive to eat away the proud Jlesh 
of a zvotind, that is not yet so thoioughly digested as to 
beat a painful application, and icquiics balsam, and a 
gciitlei ticatmcnt But, when we weie at Bath, I 
rcniLMiibci what you said once of the beneht of le- 
Liohpection, and you chaigcd me, whenevci a propet 
oppoitunity ofTeicd, to icmind you, by that one word, 
i etrotpeitwn, of the chaiming conveisation we had 
thou, on oui letuin liom the looms 

If this be not one of those piopei oppoi turn ties, 
foigivc, dealest sii, the unscabonablcncss of youi vciy 
impel tinent, but, in intention and icsolution, 

Evei dutiful, 

p B 
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LETTER XLVI 

MR.S B j TO HER FATHER AND MOTHER 

Ever Dear, and Ever Honoured ' 

I must wiite this one letter to you, although 
I ha\e had the happiness to see you so lately, because 

Ml B is now about to honoui me with the tout 

he so kindly piomised to me when with you, and it 
may therefore be seveial montlis, peihaps, before I 
have again the pleasuie of paying you the like dutiful 
1 espects 

You know Ins kind piomise, that he would, foi 
every deal baby I piesent him with, take an excuision 
with me after waids, in oidei to establish and conhim 
my health 

The task I have undertaken of dedicating all my 
wilting amusements to the deaiesL of men, the full 
employment I have, when at home , the frequent 
1 ambles he has been so often pleased to indulge me in, 
with my deal Miss Goodwin, to Kent, to London, 
to Bcdfoid shire, to Lincolnshiic, and to my Lady 
Daveis’s, take from me the necessity of writing to 
your honoured selves, to my Miss Darnfoid that was, 
and to Lady Daveis, so often as I formerly thought 
myself obliged to do, when I saw all my worthy 
friends so seldom , the same things, moreover, witli 
little variation, occurring this year, as to our convei- 
sations, visits, friends, employments, and amusements, 
that fell out the last , as must be the case, in a family 
so uniform and methodical as ours 

I have, for these reasons, more leisure to pursue my 
domestic duties, which are inci eased upon me , and 
when I have sard, that I am every day more and more 
happy m my beloved Mr B , m Miss Goodwin, 
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niy Billy, and my Daveis , and now, newly, m my 
sweet little Pamela, (foi so, you know, Lady Daveis 
would have hei called, lathei than by he* own name,) 
what can I say moie^ 

As to the loui I spoke of, you know the fiist part 

of Ml B ’s obliging scheme is to cany me to 

Fiance , foi he has aUeady tiavelled with me ovei the 
giealest pait of England, and I am suie, by my 
passage last yeai to the Isle of Wight, I shall not be 
afiaid ol ciossing the watei fiom Dovei thithei , and 
he will, when we aie it Pans, he says, take my fuithei 
diiecLions (that was his kind expiession,) whitlaei to 
go next 

My T^oid and Lady Daveis aie so good as to 

pi oniise to accompany us to P iiii, piovided Mi B 

will give them his and my company to Aix la Chapelle, 
foi a month 01 six weeks, whithei my loid is advised 

to go And Ml PI , if he can get ovei his feai 

of ciossing the salt watei, i& to be of the paity 

Lady G , Miss Dainfoid that was, (who like- 

wise has lately lain-m of a fine daughter,) and I, aie 
to conespond, as oppoitunity offeis , and she is so 
good as to piomise to send to you what I wute, as 
foimeily But I hive lefused to say one woid in my 
lettcis of the manneis, customs, cunosities, See of the 
places wc see because, hist, I shall not have leisuie , 
and, nc't, because those things aie so much bettei 
dcsciibed in books aheady punted, wntten by peisons 
who made btiictei and bettci obseivations than I can 
pietcnd to make So tliat what I shall wute will 
1 elate only to oui private helves, and shall be as biief 
as poshiblc 

If we aie to do as Mi B has it in his thoughts, 

he iiiLends to be out of Knglind two yean — But how 
can r beai that, if for youi sakes only, and for those 
of my deal babies 1 — But this must be ray time, my 



300 


PAMELA 


only time, Mr B tells me, to ramble and see 

distant places and ‘countiies , foi he is pleased to say, 
That as soon as his little ones aie capable of my 
insti actions, and begin to understand my looks and 
signs, he will not spare me fiom them a week together , 
and he is so kind as to propose, that my dear bold 
boy (for eveiy one sees how gieatly he resembles his 
papa in his deai foiwaid spurt) shall go with us , and 
this pleases Miss Goodwin highly, who is veiy fond of 
hm, and of my little Daveis , but vows she will nevei 
love so well my pretty black-eyed Pamela 

You see what a sweet giil miss is, and you admiied 
hei much Did I tell you what she said to me, when 
fiist she saw you both, with youi silver bans and 
level end countenances ^ — Madam, said she, 1 daie say 
youi papa and mamma honoured their fathet and mothei 
They did, my deal , but what is youi reason foi 
saying so > — Because, lenhed she, they have hved so 
long m the land nuhich the Lord then God has given 
them I took the chairaei in my aims, and kissed hei 
thiee 01 foui times, as she deseived , for wis not this 
veiy pretty m the child ^ 

I must, with inexpiessible pleasuie, wiite you woid, 
how happily God’s providence has now, at last, tinned 
that affair, which once made me so uneasy, in relation 
to the fine countess, (who his been some time abioad,) 
of whom you had heard, as you told me, some lepoits, 
which, had you known at the time, would have made 

you very appiehensive for Mi B ’s morals, as 

well as for my lepose 

I will now (because I can do it with the highest 
pleasure, by reason of the event which it haspiodiiced) 
give you the paiticulais of that daik affaii, so fai as 
shall make you judges of ray piesenL joy although I 
had hitherto avoided enteiing into that subject to you 
For now I think myself, by God’s grace, secure of the 
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afFection and fidelity of the best of husbands, and that 
fiom the woithiest motives , as you shall heai, 

Theie was but one thing wanting, my deal paients, 
to complete all the happiness I wished for in this life 
and that was, the 1 emote hope I had entei tamed, that, 

one day, my deai Mi B , who fioin a licentious 

gentleman became a moialist, would be so touched by 
the Divine giace, as to become, in time, moie than 
a moral, a rthgwus man, and that he would, at last, 
join in the duties which he had the goodness to 
countenance 

Foi this leason I began with meie tndnpensahles 
I ciowded not his gate with objects of chanty I 
visited them at then homes, and lelieved tliem , dis- 
tinguishing the woilhy indigent (made so by unavoidable 
accidents and casualties) from the wilfully, 01 per- 
veisely, 01 sottishly such, by greatet maiks of my 
favoui 

T confined my moining and evening devotions to my 
own closet, as piivatcly as possible, lest I should give 
offence and discouiagement to so gay a tempei, so 
unaccustomed (pool gentleman) to acts of devotion and 
piety , while 1 met his household togethei, only on 
moinings and evenings of the Sabbath day, to piepaie 
them foi then public duties in the one, and in hopes to 
confiim them in what they had heard at chuich in the 
other ) leaving them to then own leflections foi the 
1 esL of the week , aftci I had suggested to them a 
niethod I wished to be followed by themselves, and in 
which they constantly obliged me 

This good 01 del had its desiied effect, and oui 
Sabbath-tlay assemblies weie held with so little parade, 
that we weie haidly any of us missed All, in short, 
was done with clieeiful case and composure, and 
every one of us was better disposed to out domestic 
dtUici by this method 1 , to attend the good picasiue 
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giotind puts me moie in rnind, I see so much reason to 
doubt my own strength, which I had built, snd, as I 
thought, secuiely, on moral foundations, thit I must 
look out foi a better guide to conduct me, tlian the • 
proud word honour can be, in the geneial acceptation 
of It among us lively young gendemen 

How often, my deaiesl love, continued he, have I 
piomised, (and I nevei piomised, but I intended to 
peifoim,) that I would be faithfully and only youis • 
How often have I declared, that I did not think I 
could possibly deseive my Pamela, till I could shew 
hei, in my own mind, a puiity as neaily equal to heib 
as my past conduct would admit of 

But I depended too much upon my own btiength 
And I am now convinced, that nothing but 

RELIGIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, 

and a lesolution to watch ovei the veiy Jit si appeal - 
ances of evil, and to check them as they aiise, can be 
of sufficient weight to keep steady to his good pin poses, 
a vain young man, too litde accustomed to lebtiamt, 
and too much used to play upon the bunk of dangeis, 
from a temeiity and love of intiigue, natunl to entei- 
prismg minds 

I would not, my beat love, make thib declaiation of 
my convictions to you, till I had tlioioughly examined 
myself, and had leabon to hope, that I should be 
enabled to make it good And now, ray Pamela, fiom 
this instant, you shall be ray guide , and, only taking 
caie, that you do not, all at once, by injunctions too 
rigoious, damp and discouiage the using flame, I will 
leave it to you to direct as you please, till, by degiees, 

It may be deemed worthy to mingle with youi own 

Judge, my dear parents, how raptuious my joy was 
upon this occasion, and how leady I was to blcbb God 
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foi a dangei. (so naiiowly escaped), vrhich was attended 
with the very consequences that I had so long prayed 
foi , and which I little thought the Divine Providence 
* was bunging about by the very means that, I appie- 
hended, would put an end to all my pleasing hopes and 
piospects of that natuie 

It lb in vain foi me to think of finding woids to 
expiebb what I felt, and how I acted on this occasion 
I hcaid him out with twenty diffeient and impatient 
emotions , and then thiew myself at his feet, embiacing 
hiB knees, with aims the most aidently clasping, my 
face lifted up to heaven, and to his face, by turns , my 
eyes ovci flowing with teais of joy, which halt choaked 
up the pashagc of my woids — ^At last, hib kind aims 
ilasping my neck, and kisbing my teaiful cheek, I could 
only bay — My piayeib, my aident piayeis, are at last — 
at fiht — htaid — May God Almighty, deal bii, confiim 
youi pious pui poses i — ^And, oh ' what a happy Pamela 
have you at youi feet ' 

I wept for joy till I sobbed again — and he raising 
me to hib kind aims, when I could speak, 1 said. To 
have thib htminly piospect, O best beloved of my 
heait ' added to all ray blessings ' — ^how shall I 

lontain my ]oy ' — Foi, oh ' to think that my deal Mi 

B IS, and will be, mine, and 1 his, thiough the 

mciuib ol God, when thib tianbitoiy life is past and 
gone, to all eternity , what i iich thought is this ' — 
Methinkb 1 am alieady, deal su, ceasing to be mortal, 
and beginning to table the perfection of tliobe joys, 
which this thiicc welcome declaiation gives me hope of 
hcicaltei ' — But, what shall I say, obliged ab I was 
beyond cxpicbsion bcfoic, and now doubly obliged in 
tin* rapturous view you have opened to me, into a happy 
tuLuiity ' 

He was pleased to say, he was delighted with me 
beyond e\picbhion, Uiat 1 was liih ecstatic chaimei ' — 
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That the love I shewed foi his futuie good was the 
moving proof of the purity of my heait, and my affection 
for him And that vei y evening he was pleased to join 
with me in my retiied duties , and, at all piopci oppoi- * 
tumties, favouib me witli his company in the same 
mannei , listening attentively to all my lessons, as he 
calls my cheeiful discouises on seiious subjects 

And now, my deal parents, do you not icjoice with 
me, in this chaiming, charming appeal ancc ' Foi, 
before^ I had the most geneious, the most beneliccnt, 
the most noble, the most affectionate , but, /ioto, I am 
likely to have the most pious of husbands ' What a 
happy wife, what a happy daughter, is his and your 
Pamela' — God of his infinite meicy continue ind 
impiove the lavishing prospect ' 

I was forced to leave off heie, to enjoy the chaiming 
leflections, which this lovely subject, and my blessed 
piospects, filled me with And now pioceed to wiite a 
few lines more 

I am undei some concern on account of oui going to 
tiavel into Roman Catliolic couniiies, foi feai we should 
want the public oppoi tunities of divine service Foi I 
piesume the ambassadoui’s chapel will be the only 
Protestant place of woiship allowed of, and Pans the 
only city m Fiance whcie tlieie is one But we must 
endeavour to make it up m oui piivate and domestic 
duties Foi, as the phiase is, when we are at Rome, 
we must do as they do at Rome , that is to say, so fai 
as not to give offence, on Uie one hand, to the people 
we are among , nor scandal, on tlie othei, by compli- 
ances huitful to one’s conscience But my piotcctoi 
knows all these things so well, (no place in what is 
called the giand tom being new to him,) that I have 
no icason to be veiy uneasy on these accounts 

And now, my deaicst deal honoiiicd paicnts, let me 
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by leLtci, £is I did on my knees at paUing, beg the con- 
tinuance of youi piayeis and blessings, and that God 
will picseive us to one anothei, and give ns, and all oui 
iJ-oithy fj lends, i happy meeting again 

Kcnl, you may be suic, will be om fiist visit, on oui 
ictuin, foi yoiii sakes, foi my deal Daveis’s sake, and 
foi my liitlc Pamela’s sake, who will be both sent down, 
anil pul into youi piolection , while my Billy, and Miss 
Goodwin, (loi, since 1 began this Icttei, it is so detei- 
niintd,) lie lo be my delightful compinions , foi Mi 
11 - - - dctlaicd, his boy shall nol be one day out of 
my picscncc, il he cm help it, because, he is pleased 
to say, his leinpci wants looking aftei, and his notices 
ot ivtiy tiling lie stiong and significant 

Pool little di u • be has, indeed, a little soit of pei- 
V( i .eiiesh .ind headstiongntss, is one may say, m his 
will But he 1 1 but i baby , and 1 shall, I hojic, 
inauagi him putty well , loi he takes gieat notice of 
,ill I hiy, and of t‘vciy look of mine aheady — He is, 
Ih M iles, vtiy goocl-humouicd, and willing to pait with 
any thing loi a kind woul , ind this gives me hope of 
a clocilt .iTul hcni'volcnt disposition, as he glows up 
I thought, wlum 1 began the last paiagiaph but one, 
tliai I was witlun a hue of concluding , but it is to you, 
and my babitu, I am wilting ' so shall go on to the 
blit lorn ol this new sheet, if I do not diieetly put an 
mil to my stubbling Which 1 do, with assuiing you 
both, niy deal good paicnts, that wheievei I am, I 
shall always be thoughtful of you, and lemeinbei you 
in my jiiayeis, as becomes 

Youi o\ei -dutiful Daughtei, 

P B 

My ichpectb to all youi good ncighboms in geneial 
Ml Longman will visit you now and then Mis 
.1 1*1 via will take one joiuney to Kent, she says, and 
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xt shall be to accompany my babies, when they aie 
earned down to you Pool Jonathan, and she, 
good folks • seem derlmiTig in their health, which 
much giieves me — ^Once moie, God send us all 
happy meeting, if it be his blessed will ' Adieu, 
adieu, my deal parents ' 

Youi ever-dutiful, &c 


LETTER XLVII 

MRS B j TO LADY G 

My Dear Lady G , 

I received youi last letter at Pans, as we 
were disposing eveiy thing foi our retuin to England, 
after an absence of neai two yeais, in which, as I 
have informed you, from time to time, I have been a 
great travellei, into Holland, tlie Netherlands, through 
the most consideiable piovmces of France into Italy, 
and, in our return to Pans again, (the pnncipal place 
of our residence,) thiough seveial parts of Geimany 
I told you of die favoms and civilities we leceived 

at Floience from the then Countess Dowagei of , 

who, with hei humble servant Loid C , (that had 

so assiduously attended her for so many months in 
Italy), accompanied us from Florence to Inspiuck 
Hei ladyship made tliat woithy loid happy in about 
a month after she parted from us , and the noble pair 
gave us an opportunity at Pans, in their way to England, 
to return some of the civilities which we received from 
them in Italy And they aie now arnved at hei lady- 
ship’s seat on the Foiest 

Her lord is exceedingly fond of hei , as he well may , 
foi she IS one of the most chaimmg ladies in England , 
and behaves to him with so much piudence and respect, 
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that they are as happy in each othei as can be wished 
And let me just add, that both in Italy and at Pans, 

Ml B ’s demeanoui and her ladyship’s to one 

\notbei, was so nobly open, and unaffectedly polite, as 

well as highly disci eet, that neither Loid C , who 

had once been jealous of Mi B , noi the othei 

party^ who had had a tinctme of the same yellow evil, 
as you know, because of the countess, had so much as 
a shadow of uneasiness remaining on that occasion 

Loid Daveis has had his health (which had begun 
to decline in England) so well, that there was no 
persuading Lady Daveis to letuin before now, although 
I begged and piayed I might not have another little 
Frenchman, foi fear they should, as they grew up, 
forget, as I pleasantly used to say, the obligations 
which then parentage lays them under to dearer 
England 

And now, my dearest fiiend, I have shut up my 
1 ambles for ray whole life, for thiee little English folks 
and one little Fienchman, (but a charming baby, as 
well as the rest, Charley by name,) and a near prospect 
of a further increase, you will say, are family enough to 
employ all my cares at home 

I have told you, from time to time, although I could 
not write to you so often as 1 would, because of our 
being constantly in motion, what was most worthy of 
your knowledge relating to oui particular, and how 
happy we have all been in one another And I have 
the pleasure to confiim to you what I have several 

times wiitten, that Mi B and my Lord and Lady 

Daveis are all that I could wish and hope for, with 
regard to then first duties Indeed, indeed, we are a 
happy family, united by the beat and most solid ties ' 
Miss Goodwin is a charming young lady ' — I can- 
not express how much I love her ' She is a perfect 
mistiebs of the French language, and speaks Italian 
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veiy piettily ' And, is to myself, I have impioved so 
well undei my deal tutoi*s lessons, togethei with the 
oppoitunitv of conveismg with the politest and most 
leained gentiy of diffeient nations, that I will hold a * 
conveisation with you in two oi thiee languages, if you 
please, when 1 have the liappiness to see you Theie’s 
a leained boastei foi you, my deal fiiend ' (if the 
knowledge of diffeient language® makes one leained ) 
But T shall bung you an heait as entiiely English as 
evei, foi all that ' 

We landed on Thuisday last at Dovei, and diiected 
om couise to the dear faim-house , and you can bettei 
imagine than T expiess, what a meeting we had with 
my deal father and mothei, and my beloved Daveis and 
Pamela, who aie chaiming babits — But is not this the 
language of eveiy fond mamma ? 

Miss Goodwin is highly delighted now with my 
sweet little Pamela, and says. She shall be hei sistei 
indeed' Foi, madam, said she, miss is a beauty' — 
And we see no Fiench beauties like mastei Daveis 
and miss 

Beauty ' niy deal Miss Goodwin, said I , what is 
beauty, if she be not a good giil ' — Beauty is but a 
specious, and, as it may happen, a dangeious lecom- 
mendation, a meie skin-deep peifection , and if, as she 
glows up, she IS not as good as my Miss Goodwin, she 
shall be none of my giil 

What adds to ray pleasuie, my deal fiiend, is to see 
them both so well got ovei the small-pox It has been 
as happy foi them as it was foi their mamma and hei 
Billy, that they had it undei so skilful and kind a 
managei in that distempei, as my deal mothei I wish, 
if It pie ise God, It was as happily ovei with my little 
pietty Frenchman 

Every body is suipiised to see what the past two 
yeais have done foi Miss Goodwm and my Billy — 
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0 my deal fiiend ' they are both of them almost — 
nay, quite, I think, foi then yeirs, all that I wish 

, ^them to be 

In 01 del to make them keep then Fiench, which 
miss so well speaks, and Billy so piettily prattles, I 
oblige them, when they talk to one anothei, and aie m 
the nuisciy, to speak nothing else but at table, except 
on paiticulai occasions, when Fiench may be spoken, 
they aiL to speak in English , that is to say, when they 
ih speak Foi I tell them that little masteis must do 
nothing but ask questions loi infoimation, and say Yes, 

01 No, till then papas oi mammas give them leave to 
speak, noi little ladies neithei, till they aie sixteen, 
foi, my deal loves, eiy I, you would not speak befoie 
you know havi And knowledge is obtained by hear- 
ini{, and not by sptttLmg And setting my Billy on my 
lap, in miss’s piesencc, Hcic, said I, taLng an eai in 
the lingcis of each hand, aic two cais, my Billy , and, 
then pointing to his moudi, but one tongue, my love 
kSo you must be suie to mind, that you hear twice as 
much as you peaLj even when you giow a biggei 
mastci than you aic now 

You have so many pictty ways to Icain one, madam, 
says miss, now and then, tliat it is impossible we should 
not legal d what you say to us ' 

Scveial biciieh tutois, when wc weie abioad, weie 

iccommeiidtd to Mi B But theie is one English 

gentleman, now on liis tiavcls with young Mi 11 , 

with whom Ml B has agiced , and, in the mean- 

time, my best liiend is pleased to compliment me, that 
the childicn will not suffei foi want ot a tutoi, while 
1 ean take the pains I do which he will have to be 
too mueh foi me , especially that now, on our ictuin, 
my Daveis and my Pamela aie added to my caies 
But what motlici can take too much pains to cultivate 
the minds ot hci ehildicn ■' — If, my dcai Lady G , 
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It weie not foi these frequent lymgs-in ' — But this is 
the time of life — Though little did I think, so eaily, I 
should have so many caiefhl blessings ' 

1 have as gieat credit as pleasuie from my little 
family All oui neighbouis here in Bedfordshiie admit e 
us mote and mote You’ll excuse my seeming (foi it 
IB but seeming) vanity , I hope I know bettei than to 
have It teal — Nevei, says Lady Towers, who is still a 
single lady, did I see befoi c, a lady so much advantaged 
by hei lesidence in that fantastic nation, (foi she loves 
not the Flench,) and who bi ought home with hei 
nothing of then affectations ' — She will have it, that the 
French politeness, and the English fiankness and plain- 
ness of heart, appeal happily blended in all we say and 
do And she makes me a thousand compliments upon 
Loid and Lady Daveis’s account, who, she would fain 
persuade me, owe a gieat deal of impiovement (my loid 
in his conversation, and my lady in hei tempei ) to living 
in the same house with us 

Indeed my Lady Daveis is exceeding kind and good 
to me, is always magnifying me to eveiy body, and 
says, she knows not how to live fiom me , and that I 
have been a means of saving half an hundied souls, as 
well as hei deal biothei’s On an indisposition of my 
Loid’s at Montpehei, which made hei ladyship vciy 
appiehensive, she declaied,thatweie she to be depiived 
of his lordship, she would not let us lest till we had 
consented to hei living with us , saying, that we had 
loom enough in Lincolnshiie, and she would enlaigc the 
Bedfoidshiie seat at hei own expense 

Ml H is Ml H still , and that’s the best 

I can say of him Foi, I veiily think, he is moie an 
ape than evei His ‘whole head is now Fiench ’Twas 
half so befoi e We had g1e.1L dilhculties with him 
abioad His aunt and I endeavouiing to give him a 
seiious and lehgious turn, we had like to have tuined 
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him into a Roman Catholic For he was pleased much 
with the showy part of that leligion, and the fine 
uictuies and dbcoiations in the chuiches of Italy , and 
having got into company with a Dommican at Padua, a 
Fianciscan at Milan, and a Jesuit at Fans, they lay so 
haid at him, in then tuina, that we had like to have 
lost him to each assailant , so weie forced to let him 
take his own couise , foi, his aunt would have it, that 
he hid no othei defence fiom the attacks of peisons to 
make him embiace \ faulty leligion, than to peimit him 
to continue as he was that is to say, to have none at 
all So she suspended attempting to pioselyte the 
thoughtless cieatme till he came to England I wish 
hei ladyship success heie but, I doubt, he will not be 
a ciedit to any leligion foi a gieat while And as he 
IS veiy desiious to go to London, as he has always 
been, il will be found, when theie, that any flutteung 
coxcomb will do moie to make him one of that class 
in an hoiu, than his aunt’s lessons to make him a good 
man m a twelvemonth Whet e much ts given, much ts 
lequtted The contiaiy of this, I doubt, is all poor 

Ml H has to tiust to 

lust now we have a messengei to tell us, that his 
fathei, who has been long ill, is dead So, now, he is 
a loid indeed ' He flutters and shuts about most 
btiangely, I wan ant, and is wholly employed in giving 
diiections 1 elating to his mourning equipage — And 
now theie will be no holding of him in, I doubt, 
except Ins new title has so much viitue m it, as to make 
him a wisei and a bettei man 

He will now have a seat in the House of Peeis ot 
Gieat Biitain, but, I hope, foi the nation’s sake, he 
Will not meet with many raoie like himself theie' — 
Foi, to me, that is one of the most venerable assemblies 
in the world , and it appears the moie so, since I have 
been abioad, for an English gentleman is respected, il 
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he be any thing of a man, above a foieign noble- 
man , and an English nobleman above some petty 
soveieigns ’ ^ 

If oui travelling gentry duly consideied this dis- 
tinction in their favour, they would, for the honoiii of 
then countiy, as well as foi their own ci edit, behave in 
a bettei mannei in their foieign touis, than, I am Sony 
to say It, some of them do But what can one expect 
from the unlicked cubs, paidon the teim, sent abioad 
with only stature, to make them look like men, and 
eq^uipage to attract lespect, without one othei qualifica- 
tion to enfoi ce it ? 

Heie let me close this, with a few teais, to the 
memoiy of ray dear Mrs Jeivis, my othei mothei, my 
fiiend, my advisei, my piotectress, m my single state, 
and ray faithful second and pai taker in the comfoits of 
my highei life, and bettei fortunes ' 

What would I have given to have been piesent, as. 
It seems, she so earnestly wished, to close hei dying 
eyes ' I should have done it with the piety and the 
concern of a truly affectionate daughter But that 
melancholy happiness was demed to us both , foi, as I 
told you in the letter on the occasion, that the dear 
good woman (who now is in the possession of her 
blessed leward, and rejoicing in God’s mercies) was 
no more, when the news leached me so fai off as at 
Heidelbuigh, of her last illness and wishes 

I cannot foi bear, every time I enter her par lorn, 
(where I used to see, with so much delight, the good 
woman sitting, always employed m some useful oi pious 
work,) shedding a tear to her memoiy And in my 
Sabbath duties, missing har^ I miss half a dozen fi rend 8, 
methinks , and I sigh in remembrance of her , and can 
only lecovei that cheerful frame, which the performance 
of those duties always gave me, by reflecting, that she 
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now lb leaping the lewaid of that smceie piety, which 
used to edify and encouiage us all 

The seivahts we bi ought home with us, and those 
^ we left behind us, melt m teais at tlie name of Mrs 
Jeivis Ml Longman, too, lamented the loss of hei 
in the most moving stiain And all I can do now, m 
honoui of hei memoiy and hei meiit, is to be a fiiend 
to those she loved most, as I have alieady begun to be, 
and none of them shall suffei in those conceins that 
can be answeicd, now she is gone. For the loss of so 
excellent a fiiend and lelation, is loss enough to all 
who knew hei, and claimed kmdied with her 
Pool woithy Jonathantoo,(’tis almost a misery to have 
so soft, so susceptible anhcait as I have, 01 to have such 
good seivants and friends, as one cannot lose without 
such emotions as I feel foi the loss of them ' ) his silver 
haiis, which I have beheld with so much delight, and 
thought I had a fathei in presence, when I saw them 
adorning so honest and comely a face, how are they 

now laid low ' — Foigivt me, my deai Lady G ' 

Jonathan was not a common seivant , neither aie any 
of ouis so But Jonathan excelled all that excelled in 
Ills class ' — I am told, that these two woithy folks died 
within two days of one another , a cii curastance you 
mentioned not in youi lettei to me , on which occasion 
I could not help saying to myself, in the words of 
David ovci Saul and his son Jonathan, the namesake of 
oui woithy butlci, I bey luere lonely and pleasant tn their 
and in ihtii deaths they wert not divided 
1 might have continued on in the woids of the Royal 
Lamcntei , foi, suicly, nevu did one fellow-seivant love 
anothci, in ray maiden state, noi seivant love amisticss 
in niy exalted condition, better than Jonathan loved 
me ' 1 could see in lus eyes a glistening pleasuie, 

whencvci I passed by him If at such times I spoke 
to hmij as 1 seldom laded to do, with a God bless you. 
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too ' in answer to his lepeated blessings, he had a kind 
of lejuvenescence (may I say visibly lunning through 
his whole flame And now and then, 'if I laid my 
hand upon his folded ones, as 1 passed by him on a 
Sunday morning oi evemng, praying foi me, with a 
How do youj my mjorthy old acquamtame ? his heait 
would spring to his lips m a kind of raptuie, and his 
eyes would lun ovei 

O my beloved friend' how the loss of these two 
worthies of my family oppi esses me at times ' 

Ml B likewise shewed a geneious concein on 

the occasion And when all the seivants welcomed us 
in a body, on oui letuin, Methinks, my dear, said the 
good gentleman, I miss yom Mrs Jeivis, and honest 
Jonathan A staiting teal, and they aie hap^py, deal 
honest souls ' and a sigh, weie the tribute 1 paid to 
their mem ones, on their beloved master’s so kindly 
lepeating their names. 

Who knows, had I been here — But, away, too painful 
reflection ' They lived to a good old age, and fell like 
fiuit fully iipe They died the death of the ughteous , I 
must follow them in time, God knows how soon And, 
Oh > that vty latter end may be hie thetrs ' 

Once more, forgive me, my deal fiiend, this small 
tiibute to then memoiies And believe, that 1 am not 
so ungiateful for God’s mercies, as to let the loss of 
these deal good folks lessen with me the joy, and 
the delight, I have still (moie than any othei happy 
cieatuie) left me, in the health, and the love of the best 
of good husbands, and good men, in the childien, 
charming as evei mothei could boast of chaimmg, 
1 mean piincipally, in the dawning beauties of then 
minds, and in the pleasure then towardliness of nature 
gives me , including, as I always do, my deal Miss 
Goodwin, and have reason to do, from hei dutiful 
love, as I may call it, of me, and obseivation of all I 
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to hei in the pieservation to me of the best and 
thiest of patents, hearty, though aged as they are , 
he love afld friendship of good Loid and Lady 

feis, and my excellent friend Lady G , not 

etting even worthy Mr Longman God pieseive 
hese to me, as I am tiuly thankful for his mercies ' 
knd then, notwithstanding my affecting losses, as 
ire, who will be so happy as I ? 

'’hat you, my deal Lady G , may long continue 

likewise in the love of a woithy husband, and the 
ghtb of an inci easing hopeful family, which will 
e you some amends foi the heavy losses you also 
t sustained, in the two last years, of an affectionate 
ei, and a most woithy mothei , and in Mis Jones, 
good neighbour , pi ays, 

Youi ever affectionate hiend and seivant, 

P B 


LETTER XL VIII 


MRS B f TO LADY G 

Beloved Lady G ' 

You will excuse my long sdence, when I 
1 tell you the occasions of it 
n the fiibt place, I was obliged to pay a dutiful and 
ceining visit to Kent, wheie my good father was 
n ill of a fevei , and my mother of an ague And 
ik, madam, how this must affect me, at then time 

Life ' 

sli B kindly accompanied me, appiehendmg, 

his beloved presence would be necessary, if the 
jveiy of them both, in which I thankfully rejoice, 
not happened, especially as a cucumstance I am. 
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I think, always in, added moie weight to his appre- 
hensions 

I had haidly letuined fioin iCent to* Bedfoidshiie, 
and looked aiound, when I was obliged to set out to 
attend Lady Davers, who sent me woid, that she should 
dzsy that was hei stiong term, if she taw me not, to 
comfoit and lecovei, by my counsel and pietence, (to 
she was pleased to expiess heiself,) hei sick loid, who 
was jutt got out of an mteimittent fevei, which left him 
without dJiy spiiits, and was occasioned by fiettmg at the 
conduct of her stupid nephew , those also weie hei woids 

Foi you must have heaid, (eveiy body heais when 
a man of quality does a foolish thing ' ) and it has been 
in all the newspapers, that ‘ On Wednesday latt the 
Right Honourable John (Jackey, they should have 

said), Loid H , nephew to the Right Honomablc 

William Lord Davers, was maiiied to the Honouiable 

Mis P , relict to J P » of Twickenham, esq 

a lady of celebiated beauty, and ample fortune ’ 

Now, my dear fiiend, you must know, that this cele- 

biated lady is, ’tis tiue, of the family, whence hei 

title of Honourable, but is mdeed so celehatedy that 
eveiy fluttering coxcomb in town can give some account 
of her, even before she was m keeping of the Duke of 
— — , who had cast hei off to the town he had lobbed 
of her 

In short, my dear, she is quite a common woman , 
has no foitune at all, as one may say, only a small 
jointure incumbered, and is much in debt — She is a 
sinew into the bargain, and the poor wietch is a fathei 
already , foi he has had a girl of thice years old (hci 
husband has been dead seven) bi ought him home, which 
he knew nothing of, nor evei mquired whetliei his widow 
had a child ' — And he is now employed in paying the 
mother’s debts, and trying to make the beat of his 
bargain 
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This IS the fiuitof a London jouiney, so long desued 
by him, and his Jlutteiing about there with his new 
title • 

Pie was diawn m by a biothei of his lady, and a 
liiend of that biothei’s, two town shaipers, gamesteis 
and bullies — Pool Sii Joseph Wittol ' That was his 
case, and his Lhiiactei, it seems, in London 

Shall I piesent you with a cuiiosity ^ ’Tis a copy 
of his lettei to his uncle, who had, as you may well 
think, lost all patience with him, on occasion of this 
abominable folly 


‘My Lord Davirs, 

‘ h 01 iff you will nott call mte neffew, I have 
no Rabon to call you unkell , Shuiely you foigett who 
it was you held uji youie keme to I have as litde 
icabon to valew youi displeassuie, as you have mee, 
loi 1 am, God be thanked, a loid, and a peeie of the 
nalrae, as well is you And as to youie nott owneing 

me, noi youie biothei B nott looking upon me, I 

caie nott i faidinge, and, bad as you thinke I have 
done, I have mauy’d a woman of family — Take thatt 
among you ' 

‘ As to youu peisonall abuses ot hei, take caie whatt 
you say Y ou know tlie stattute will defende us as well 
as you — And, beadcb, she has a biothei, thatt won’t 
lett hei good name be call’d in quebtion — Mind thatt 1 

* Some Lhinges I wish had been otherwise — Peihapps 
1 do — Wh It then ^ — Must you, my loi d, make more 
misclueH, and adde to my plagues, iff I have any ? — Is 
this your unkelship ^ 

‘ Butt 1 bhan’t want youi advise I have as good an 
estate as you have, and am as much a loid as youiselle 
Why the devill, then, am I to be tieated as I am — 
Why the plague — But I won’t swaieneithei — I desire 
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not to see youj any more then you doe me, I can tell 
you thatt And ifF we ever meet undei one loofe with 
my likeing, it must be att the House of Peerts, where 
I shall be upon a parr with you in eveiy thmg, that’s • 
my cumfurte 

‘As to my Lady Davas, I desire not to see hei 
ladyshipp , for she was always plaguy nimbel with hei 
fingeis , but, lett my false stepp be what itt will, I have, 
in Qthei respectes, marry’d a lady, who is as well de- 
scended as herselfe, and no disparagement neither , so 
have nott that to answer foi to hei pride , and who has 
as good a spiritt too, if they wae to come face to face, 
or I am mistaken nor wJl shee take affruntes from 
any one So, my lord, leave mee to make the best of 
my matteis, as I wdl you of youres So no moie, but 
that I am 

* Youie servante, 

‘H ’ 

‘PS I raeane no aflPiunte to Mis B She is 

the best of yee all — ^by G — ' ’ 


I will not take up yom time with fuithei observations 
upon this pool cieatuie’s bad conduct His reflection 
must proceed from feeling, and wiU, that’s the worst of 
It, come too late, come nahen or Aow it will I will only 
say, I am sorry for it on his own account, but more foi 
that of Lord and Lady Davers, who take the mattei 
very heavily, and wish he had mained the lowest- 
born cieatuie in England, (so she had been honest and 
virtuous^ lather than done as he has done 

But, I suppose, the poor gentleman was lesolved to 

shun, at all adventures, Mr B ’s fault, and keep up 

to the pride of descent and family, — and so maiiied 
the ordy creature, as I hope, (smce it cannot be helped,) 




PAMELA 


321 


that IS so great a disgrace to both Foi I presume to 
flatter myself, foi the sake of my sex, that, among the 
pool wi etches, who aie sunk so low as the town- women 
* «re, theie are veiy fewof biith 01 education , but such, 
pi mcipally, as have had then necessities 01 then ignor- 
ance taken advantage of by base men , since birth and 
education must needs set Ae most unhappy of the sex 
above so sordid and so abandoned a guilt, as the houily 
wickedness of such a comse of life subjects them to 
But let me pursue my puipose of excusing my long 
silence I had haidly letuined fiom Loid and Lady 
Daveis’s, and lecoveied my family management, and 
lesumed ray nurseiy duties, when my fouith deal boy, 
my lemmy — (for I think I am going on to make out 
the numbei Lady Daveis allotted ^ me) — pressed upon 
me in such a mannei, as not to be lefused, for one 
month 01 SIX weeks* close attention And then a 
jouiney to Loid Daveis*?, and that noble pan accom- 
panying us to Kent , and daily and hourly pleasures 
ciowding upon us, naiiow and confined as our 100m 
theie was, (though we went with as few attendants as 
possible,) engiossed more of my time So that I hope 
you will forgive me on all these accounts , because, as 
soon as I retuined, I set about wilting this, as an excuse 
foi myself, m the first place , to piomise you the subject 
you insist upon in the next , and to tell you that I am 
incapable of foigetfulness 01 negligence to such a fuend 

as Lady G For I must always be, dear madam, 

Youi faithful and affectionate humble seivant, 

P B 

See Vol III p 359 


VOL IV 
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LETTER XLIX 

MRS B , TO LADY G 

My Dear Lady G , 

The lemaiks which youi Cousin Fielding 
tells you I have made on the subject of young gentle- 
men’s tiavellmg, and which you lequest me to com- 
municate to you, aie part of a little book upon education, 
which I wrote foi Mi B ’s collection and amend- 

ment, on occasion of his puttmg Mi Locke’s tieatise 
on that subject into my hands, and lequning my obseiv- 
ations upon it 

I cannot flattei myself that they will answei youi 
expectation , foi I am sensible tliey must be unwoi thy 
even of the oppoitumties I have had in the excursions, 
in which I have been mdulged by the best of men 
But youi lequests axe so many laws to me, and I 
will give you a shoit abstiact of what I lead to Miss 
Fielding, who has so greatly oveiiated it to you 

That gentleman’s book contains many excellent uiles 
on the subject of education but this of ti avel I will 
only lefer you to at piesent You will theie see his 
objections against the age at which young gentlemen 
are sent abioad, from sixteen to twenty-one, the time, 
in all then lives, he says, in winch young men aie the 
least suited to these impiovements, and in which they 
have the least fence and guaid against then passions 
The age he proposes is fiom seven to fouiteen, 
because of the advantage they will then have to master 
foreign languages, and to foim then tongue to the tiue 
pronunciation, as well as tliat, then they will be moie 
easily diiected by then tutois oi goveinois Or else 
he pioposes that moie sedate time of life, when the 
gentleman is able to tiavel witliout a tutor, and to 
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make his own obseivations , and when he is thoroughly 
acquainted with the laws and fashions, the natuial and 
moial idvantages and defects of his own countiy , by 
which means, as Mi Locke wisely obseives, the 
tiavellei will have something to exchange with those 
abioad, fiom whose conveisation he hopes to leap any 
knowledge This gentleman suppoits his opinion by 
excellent reasons, to which I lefei you 

What I have written in my litde book, which I have 
not yet quite hnished, on thu head, relates piincipally 

to homt travelling, which Mi B was always 

lesolved his sons should undeitake befoie they entered 
upon a foieign toui I have theie obseived, that 
England abounds with cuiiosities, both of ait and 
natuie, worth the notice of a diligent inquiiei, and 
equal with some of those we admiie in foieign parts, 
and that if the youth be not sent abioad at Mr Locke’s 
earliest time, from seven to fouiteen, (which I can 
hardly think will be worth while, merely for the sake 
of attaining a perfection in the languages,) he may with 
good advantage begin, at fouiteen or fifteen, the tour 
of Great Britain, now and then by excursions in the 
summer months, between his other studies, and as a 
diversion to him 

This I should wish might be entered upon in his 
papa’s company, as well as his tutor’s, if it could 
conveniently be done, who thus, initiating both the 
governed and the governor in die methods he would 
have observed by both, will obtain no small satisfaction 
and amusement to himself 

For the father would by this means be an eye-witness 
of the behaviour of die one and the other, and have a 
specimen how fit the young man was to be trusted, or 
the tutor to be depended upon, when they went abroad, 
and were out of his sight , as they would of what was 
expected from them by the fadiei And hence a 

ivi 2 
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thousand benefits, as I humbly concei\e, would ause 
to the young gentleman fiom the obseivations and 
leflections he would leceivelrom his father^ as occasion 
offered, with legaid to expense, company, conversation, 
houis, and such like 

If the fathei could not himself accompany his son, 
he might appoint the stages the young gentleman should 
take, and enjoin both tutor and son to give, at every 
stage, an account of whatevei they observed curious 
and remarkable, not omitting the minutest occuiiences 
By this means, and the piobability that he might hear 
of them, and then proceedings, from his friends, 
acquaintance, and relations, who might fall in with 
them, or at whose seats they might sometimes be enter- 
tained, they would have a greater regard to then 
conduct , and so much the more, if the young gentle- 
man were to keep an account oi lus expenses, which, 
upon his return, he might lay before his fathei 

By seeing thus the different customs, manners, and 
economy of different persons and families, (for in so 
mixed a nation as ours is, tliere is as great a variety of 
that boit to be met with as m most,) and from then 
different treatment at dieii several stages, a great deal 
of the world may be learned by the young gentleman 
He would be prepared to go abroad with more delight 
to himself, as well as more experience, and greater 
reputation to his family and country In such ex- 
cuisions as these, the tutoi would see the temper and 
inclmation of the young gentleman, and might give 
proper notices to the father, if any thing was amiss, that 
It might be set light, while the youth was yet in his 
reach, and more, under his inspection, than he would 
be m a foieign country And tlie obseivations the 
young gentleman would make at his letuin, as well as 
in his letters, would shew how fit he was to be trusted, 
and how likely to irapiove, when at a greater distance 
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After England and Wales, as well the inland paits 
as the sea coasts, let them, if they behave accoidmg to 
^ expectation, take a journey into Scotland and Ireland, 
and visit the principal islands, as Gueinsey, Jeisey, &c 
the young gentleman continmng to wiite down his 
obseivations all the way, and keeping a journal of 
occuuenccs And let him employ the little time he 
will be on boaid of ship m these small tups honi island 
to island, 01 coastwise, in observing upon the noble ait 
of navigation, of the theoiy of which, it will not be 
amiss, that he has some notion, as well as of the cuiious 
stiuctuie of a ship, its tackle, and fuinituie A know- 
ledge veiy fai fiom being msigmficant to a gentleman 
who IS an islandei, and has a stake in the greatest mari- 
time kingdom in the woild and hence he will be taught 
to love and value that most useful and bi ave set of men, 
the Biitish sailois, who aie the natuial defence and gloiy 
of the lealni 

Hereby he will conhim his theoiy of the gcogiaphy 
of the Butish dominions m Em ope He will be appiiscd 
of the situation, conveniencies, mteiests, and constitution 
of his own countiy , and will be able to lay a giound- 
woik foi the futme government of his thoughts and 
actions, if the inteiest he beais in his native countiy 
should call him to the public service in eithei house of 
parliament 

Witli this foundation, how excellently would he be 
qualified to go abioad ' and how piopedy then would 
he add to the knowledge he had attained of his own 
countiy, that of the diffeient customs, manneis, and 
forms of government of otheis' How would he be 
able to foim compaiisons, and to make all his inquiries 
appeal peitmcnt and manly ' All the occasions of that 
Ignorant wondei, which renders a novice the jest of all 
about him, would be taken away He would be able 
to ask questions, and to judge without leading-stiings 
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Nor would he think he has seen a countiy, and answeied 
the ends of his fathei’s expense, and his own improve- 
ment, by runnmg through a kingdom, and knowing 
nothing of it, but the inns and stages, at which he 
stopped to eat and dimk Foi, on tlie contiaiy, he 
would make the best acquaintance, and contract woithy 
fiiendships with such as would couit and leverence him 
as one of the using geniuses of his countiy 

Wheieas most of the young gentlemen, who aie sent 
abioad raw and unpiepaied, as if to wonder at eveiy 
thing they see, and to be laughed at by all that see 
them, do but expose themselves, and then countiy 
And if at then letuin, by mteiest of fi lends, by alliances 
01 marriages, they should happen to be promoted to 
places of honour oi piofit, then unmerited piefeiment 
will only seive to make those foieigners, who weie 
eye-witnesses of then weakness and follies, when among 
them, conclude greatly mdisfavoui of tlie whole nation, 
or, at least, of the prince and his administiation, who 
could iind no fittei subjects to distinguish 

This, my deal fiiend, is a biief extiact from my 
obseivations on the head of qualifying young gentlemen 
to travel with honoui and impiovement I doubt you’ll 
be apt to think me not a little out of my element , but 
since you nuould have it, I claim the allowances of a 
friend, to which my ready compliance with youi 
commands the lather entitles me 

I am very sorry Mi and Mis Murray aie so unhappy 
m each other Weie he a geneious man, the heavy 
loss the pool lady has sustamed, as well as hei sistei, 
my beloved friend, m so excellent a mothei, and so 
kind a father, would make him beai with hei infiiniities 
a little 

But, really, I have seen on twenty occasions, that> 
notwithstanding all die line things gentlemen say to 
ladies befoie maiiiage, if the lattei do not o-nc upon 
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then husbands’ hands, then imputed giaces, when 
single, willanot piotect them fiom indifference, and, 

* probably, fiom woise, while the gentleman, peihaps, 
thinks he only, of the two, is entitled to go backwaid 
in acts of kindness and complaisance A stiange and 
shocking diffeience, which too many ladies expeiience, 
who, fiom fond loveis, piostiate at then feet, ffnd suily 
husbands, tiampling upon then necks ' 

You, my deal fiiend, weie happy in your days of 
couitship, and aie no less so in youi state of wedlock 
And may you continue to be so to a good old age, 
pi ays 

Youl iffectionate and faithful fiiend, 

P B 


LETTER L 

MRS. B 1 TO LADY G 

My DrAR Lady G , 

I will cheeifully cause to be tianscubed foi 
you the conveisation you desiie, between myself, Lady 
Toweis, and Lady Aithui, and the thiee young ladies, 
then lelations, mpiesence of the dean and his daughtei , 
and Mis Biooks, and glad I shall be if it may be of 
use to the two thoughtless misses youi neighbours, 
who, you aie pleased to tell me, aie gieat admneis of 
my btoiy, and my example , and will theiefore, as 5mu 
say, pay gieatei attention to what I wiite, tlian to the 
moie passionate and intciested lessons of then mamma 
I am only soiiy that you should have been undei 
any concein about the supposed tiouble you give me, 
by having mislaid ray former i elation of it For, 

besides obliging my deai Lady G , the hope that 

I may be able to do seivice by it to a family so woithy. 
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in a case so nearly affecting its honour^ as to make two 
headstiong young ladies lecollect what belqngs to their 
sex and their chaiacteis, and what then filial duties 
requne of them, affoids me high, pleasuie, and if it 
shall be attended with tlie wished effects, it will be an 
addition to my happmess 

I said, cause to be transciibed , because I hope to 
answei a double end by it, foi, aftei I had leconsideied 
It, I set Miss Goodwin to tiansciibe it, who wiites a 
very pietty hand, and is not a little fond of the task, 
noi indeed of any task I set liei , and will be moie 
affected as she performs it, than she could be by i eading 
It only, although she is a veiy good giil at piesent, 
and gives me hopes that she will continue to be so 

As soon as it is done I will enclose it, that it may 
be read to the parties without tins introduction, if you 
think fit And you will foigive me for having added 
a few obseivations to this transciiption, with a view to 
the cases of youi inconsideiate young ladies, and foi 
having coriected the foimei nanative m seveial places 


My Dear Lady G , 

The papeis you have mislaid, i elating to the 
conversation between me and the young ladies, lelations 
of Lady Toweis, and Lady Anne Aithm, in piesence 
of these two last-named ladies, Mis Biooks, and the 

worthy dean, and Miss L , (of which, in oidei to 

pel feet youi kind collection of my communications, you 
request anothei copy,) contamed as follows 

I fiist began with appnsmg you, that I had seen 
these thiee ladies twice or thnee before, as visitois, at 
their kinswomen’s houses , so that they and I were not 
altogethei sti angers to one anothei and my two neigh- 
bours acquainted me with their respective tastes and 
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dispositions, and gave me then histones, preparatory to 
this visit, to the following effect 

‘ Tliat Miss Stapylton is ovenun with the love of 
poetry and lomance, and delights much in flowery 
language and metaphoiical flouiibhes , is about eighteen , 
wants not eithei sense 01 pohteness , and his lead hei- 
self into a vein, that la moie amoious (that was Lady 
Toweis’s woid) than discreet has extiaoidinary 
notions of a Jit st-sight love, and gives heiself greatei 
libel ties, with a pan of line eyes, (m hopes to make 
sudden conquests in piusuance of that notion,) than is 
pietty in hei sex and age , which makes those who 
know hei not, conclude hei bold and foiwaid , and is 
raoie than suspected, with a mind thus piepaied foi 
instantaneous impressions, to have expciienced the 
aigumcnt to hei own disadvantage, and to be strutk by 
(bcfoie she has sttuUn) a gentleman, whom hei 
n lends think not at all woithy of hei, and to whom 
she was making some indiscieet advances, under the 
name of Philoclea to Philoxenus, in a lettei which 
she intiusted to a seivant of the family, who, discovei- 
ing hei design, pi evented her indiscietion foi that time 
‘ That, in othei inspects, she has no mean accom- 
plishments, will have a ime foitune, is genteel in her 
pel son, though witli some visible affectation, dances 
well, sings well, and plays piettily on seveial instiu- 
inents , is fond of leading, but affects the action and 
ail, and attitude, of a tiagedian , and is too apt to give 
an emphasis in the wiong place, in oidei to make an 
authoi mean more significantly than it is necessaiy he 
should, even wheie the occasion is common, and in a 
meie histoiical fact, that lequiies as much simplicity 
m the leader’s accent, as in the writer’s style No 
wonder, then, that when she leads a play she will put 
heisclf into a sweat, as Lady Toweis says , distorting 
very agreeable featuics, and making a multitude of wiy 
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mouths, with one veiy pietty one, m ordei to convince 
her heaieis whit a neai neighbour hei heait is to her 
lips r 

‘ Miss Cope IS a young lady of nineteen, lovely in 
hei person, with a handsome foitune in possession, and 
great prospects has a soft and gentle tuin of mind, 
which disposes her to be easily imposed upon is 
addressed by a libeitine of quahty, whose couitship, 
while peimitted, was impel lousness , and whose tendei- 
ness, insult , having found the young lady too susceptible 
of impiesbion, open and unieseived, and even valuing him 
the nioie, as it seemed, for ti eating hei with ungeneious 
contempt , foi that she was always making excuses foi 
slights, ill-manneia, and even ludeness, which no othei 
young lady would foi give 

‘ That this facility on her side, and this insolence on 
his, and an ovei-fiee, and even indecent degiee of 
ramping, as it is called, with hei, which once her 
mamma surpiised them m, made hei papa foi bid his 
visits, and hei leceiving them 

‘That this, howevei, was so much to Miss Cope’s 
legiet, that she was detected m a design to elope to 
him out of the piivate gaiden-dooi , which, had she 
effected, in all piobabihty tlie indelicate and dishonoui- 
able Peei would have tiiumphed ovei hei innocence, 
having given out since, diat he intended to levenge 
himself on the daughter, for the disgiace he had 
received from the paients 

‘That though she was convmced of this, ’twas 
feared she still loved him, and would thiow hei self in 
his way the fiist convement oppoitunity , uiging, tliat 
his lash expiessions were the effect only of his passion , 
foi that she knows he loves her too well to be dis- 
honourable to her and, by the same degice of favoui- 
able prepossession, she will have it, diat his brutal 
roughness is the manliness of his natuie , that his most 
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shocking expiesBions aie sincerity of heart , that hia 
boasts of his foimei lewdness aie but instances that he 
knows the woild , that his fieedoms with her person 
• are but excess of love, and innocent gayety of temper , 
that his resenting the prohibition he has met with, and his 
threats, are othei instances of his lo\e and his courage 
and peers of the lealm ought not to be bound down by 
little naiiow rules, like the vulgar , foi, truly, then 
honour^ which is regarded, in the greatest cases, as 
equal with the oath of a common gentleman, is a 
security that a lady may tiust to, if he is not a piofligate 

indeed , and that Loid P cannot be 

‘ That, excepting these weaknesses, miss has many 
good qualities , is charitable, pious, humane, humble , 
sings sweetly , plays on the spinnet charmingly , is 
meek, feaiful, and nevei was lesolute 01 courageous 
enough to step out of the legulai path, till hei too 
flexible heait became touched with a passion, that is 
said to polish the most brutal tempei, and theiefoie her 
rough peei has none of it, and to animate the dove, of 
which Miss Cope has too much 

‘ That Miss Sutton, a young lady of the like age 
with the two former, has too lively and any a turn of 
mind , affects to be thought well lead in the histones 
of kingdoms, as well as in polite liter atm e , speaks 
Flench fluently , talks much upon all subjects , and 
has a great deal of that flippant wit, which makes more 
enemies than fi lends howevei, is innocent, and unsus- 
pectedly viituous hitherto , but makes heiself cheap 
and accessible to fops and rakes, and has not the worse 
opinion of a man foi bemg such listens eagerly to 
stones told to the disadvantage of individuals of her 
own sex , though affecting to be a gieat stickler for 
the honour of the sex in general will unpityingly pro- 
pagate such stones thmks (without considering to 
what the imprudence of her own conduct may subject 
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her) the woman, that slips, inexcusable , and the man 
who seduces hei, much less faulty and, by this means, 
encourages the one sex m then vileness, apd gives up 
the other foi their weakness, in a kind of silly affecta- 
tion to shew her security in hei own viitue, at the 
very time that she is dancing upon the edge of a 
piecipice, piesumptuously inattentive to hei own danger ’ 

The woithy dean, knowing the ladies’ intention in 
this visit to me, bi ought his daughter with him, as if 

by accident F oi Miss L , with many good 

qualities, is of a lemaikably soft tempei, though not so 
inconsideiately soft as Miss Cope but is too ciedulous , 
and, as her papa suspects, entei tains moie than a liking 
to a wild young gentleman, the heir to a noble foitune, 
who makes visits to hei, full oftendeiness and respect, 
but without dedal mg himself This gives the dean a 
good deal of uneasiness, and he is veiy desiious that 
his daughter should be in my company on all occasions , 
as she is so kind to profess a great legaid to my 
opinion and judgment 

’Tis easy to see tlie pooi young lady is in love , and 
she makes no doubt that the young gentleman loves 
her But, alas ' why then (foi he is not a bashful 
man, as you shall hear) does he not say so >* — He has 
deceived already two young creatuies His fathei has 
cautioned the dean against his son has told him, that 
he is sly, subtle, full of stiatagem, yet has so much 
command of himself, (which makes him more danger- 
ous,) as not to precipitate his designs, but can wait 
with patience till he thinks himself secure of his ]ncy, 
and then pulls off the mask at once , and, if he 
succeeds, glories in his villany 

Yet does the father beg of the dean to permit his 
visits , for he would be glad he would marry Miss 
L , though greatly unequal in fortune to his son, 
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wishing foi nothing so much as that he vjould many 
And the dean, owing hia prmcipal preferment to the 
old gentleipan, caies not to disoblige him, or affront 
hiB son, without some apparent leason foi it, especially 
as the fathei is wi apt up in him, liaving no other child, 
and being himself half ah aid of him, lest, if too much 
thwaited, he should fly out entirely 

So here, madam, aie fom young ladies of like years, 
and diffeient inclinations and tempers, all of whom 
may be said to have dangers to encounter, resulting 
fiom then respective dispositions and who, professing 
to admiie my chaiacter, and the example I had set, 
were bi ought to me, to be benefited, as Lady Towers 
was pleased to say, by my conveisation and all was 
to be as if accidental, none of them knowing how well 
I was acquainted with their several chaiacteis 

How pioud, my dear Lady Gr , would this 

compliment have made me, fiom such a lady as Lady 
Towel 8, had I not been as proud as pioud could be 
befoie, of the good opinion of foui beloved persons. 

Ml B , Lady Daveis, the Countess of C , 

and youi deal self' 

We weie attended only by Polly Bailow, who was 
as much concerned as any body in some of the points 
that came before us. And as you know this was in 
the time of the visit paid us by Lord and Lady Daveis, 
and that noble countess, ’tis piopei to say, they were 
abioad togethei upon a visit, fiom which, knowing how 
I was to be engaged, they excused me 

The dean was well known to, and valued by, all the 
ladies , and theiefoie was no mannei of lestramt upon 
the freedom of-oui conversation 

I was above in my closet when they came , and 
Lady Toweis, having presented each young lady to 
me when I came down, said, being all seated, I can 
guess at your employment, Mis B Wiitmg, I 
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dale say!* I have often wished to have you foi a 
coi respondent , foi eveiy one who can boast of that 
favour, exalts you to the skies, and says, letteis 
exceed youi conveisation , but I always insisted upon 
It, that ihat was impossible 

Lady Toweis, said I, is always saying the most 
obliging things in the world of hei neighbouis But 
may not one suffer, deal madam, foi these kind pie- 
possessions, in the opinion of gieatei stiangeis, who 
will judge moie impartially than youi favour will peimit 
you to do ^ 

That, said Lady Aithui, will be so soon put out of 

doubt, when Mis B begins to speak, thu we will 

lefer to that, and so put an end to eveiy tiling that 
looks like compliment 

But, Mis B , said Lady Toweis, may one ask, 

What paiticulai subject was at this time youi employ- 
ment ^ 

I had been wilting, (you must know. Lady G ,) 

foi the sake of suiting Miss Stapylton’s flighty vein, a 
little sketch of the style she is so fond of, and hoped 
for some such oppoitunity as this question gave me, to 
bung It on the caipet, foi my only feai, with hei and 
Miss Cope, and Miss Sutton, was, that they would 
deem me too giave, and so what should fall in the 
course of conveisation, would make the less impiession 
upon them Foi even the best instiuctions in the 
woild, you know, will be meffectual, if the metliod of 
conveying them is not adapted to the taste and tempei 
of the pel son you would wish to influence And, 
moieovei, I had a view m it, to make this little sketch 
the intioduction to a ftituie occasion foi some obseiva- 
tions on the stiff and affected style of i omances, which 
might put Miss Stapylton out of conceit with them, 
and make her tuin the course of hei studies anothei 
way, as I shall mention iq its place. 
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I answered, That I had been meditating upon the 
niisfortune of a fine young lady, who had been seduced 
and betiayed«by a gentleman she loved , and who, not- 
* Withstanding, had the grace to stop short, (indeed latei 
than were to be wished,) and to abandon fi lends, 
countiy, lovei, in older to avoid any fuithei intei course 
With him , and that God had blessed hei penitence 
and lesolution, and she was now very happy m a 
neighbouung dominion 

A fine subject' said Mies Stapylton — Was the 
gentleman a man of wit, madam ^ Was the lady a 
woman of taste? 

The gentleman, madam, was all that was desiiable 
in man, had he been virtuous the lady, all that was 
excellent in woman, had she been more cucumspect 
But It was a lust love on both sides , and little did she 
think he could have taken advantage of her innocence 
and hei affection foi him 

A sad, sad story' said Miss Cope But, pi ay, 
madam, did their friends approve of their visits ? For 
danger sometimes, as I have heard, arises from the 
ciuelty of fiiends, who force lovei s upon private and 
clandestine meetings , when, perhaps, there can be no 
mateiiai objection why the gentleman and lady may 
not come togethei 

Well observed, Miss Cope ' thought I How we 
are for making every case applicable to oui own, when 
our hearts aie fixed upon a point ' 

It cannot be called cruelty m fiiends madam, said I, 
when then cautions, or even prohihitions^ are so well 
justified by the event, as in this case — and, generally^ 
by the wicked aits and practices of seduceis. And 
how happy is it for a lady, when she suffers herself to 
be convinced, that those who have lived years in 
the world, may know twice as much, at least, of that 
woild, as she can possibly know at twenty, ten of 
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which, moreover, aie almost a blank ' If they do not, 
the one must be supposed veiy ignoiant, the othei, 
veiy knowmg '■ 

But, madam, the lady, whose hard case I was ' 
consideimg, hoped too much, and feared too little , that 
was her fault, which made hei give oppoitunities 
to the gentleman, which neitliei hbeity noi testraint 
could justify in hei She had not the discretion, pool 
lady ' m this one great pomt of all, that the ladies I 
have m my eye, I dale say, would have had in hei 
case 

I beg paidon, said Miss Cope, and blushed , I know 
not the case, and ought to have been silent 

Ay, thought I, so you would, had not you thought 
yourself more affected by it, than it weie to be wished 
you weie 

I think, said Miss Sutton, the lady was less to be 
pitied, as she must know what her charactei lequiied 
of hei , and that men will generally deceive when they 
aie tiusted There aie veiy few of them, who pteiend 
to be viituous, and it is allowed to be their piivilege 
to ask, as it is the lady’s to deny 

So, madam, leplied I, you are supposing a continual 
state of waifaie between the two sexes , one offensive, 
the other defensive and, mdeed, I think the notion 
not altogether amiss, for a lady will a&suiedly be m 
less danger, wheie she lathei feats an CHemy in the 
acquaintance she has of that sex, tlian hopes a friend , 
especially as so much depends upon the issue, eithei 
of her doubt, or of hei confidence 

I don’t know neither^ madam, letuined Miss Sutton, 
veiy briskly, whether the men should be set out to us 
as such bugbears, as oui mothers geneially lepiesent 
them- It IS making them too considei able , and is a 
kind of reflection upon the disci etion and viitue of our 
sex, and supposes us weak mdeed 
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The late czai, I have read, continued she, took a 
better method with the Swedes, who had often beat 
him , wheni aftei a gieat victory, he made his captives 
maich in piocession, thiough die streets of his principal 
city, to familial ize them to die Russes, and shew them 
they were but men 

Veiy well observed, leplied I But then, did you 
not say, that this was thought necessaiy to be done, 
because the Russes had been often defeated by these 
Swedes, and thought too highly of them, and when 
the Swedes, taking advantage of diat piepossession, 
had die gi eater contempt of the Russes ^ 

She looked a litde disconceited , and, being silent, 
I proceeded 

I am veiy fai, madam, from thinking the generality 
of men veiy formidable, if our sex do justice to them- 
selves, and to what then chaiacters require ol them 
Nevertheless, give me leave to say, that die men I 
thought contemptible, I would not think worthy of my 
company, noi give it to them, when I could avoid it 
And as for those, who aie more to be legaided, I am 
afraid, that when they can be assured, that a lady allows 
It to be then privilege to sue for favours, it will certainly 
embolden them to solicit, and to think themselves act- 
ing in character when they put die lady upon hers, to 
refuse them And yet I am humbly of opinion with 
the poet 

‘ He comes too near, who comes to be deny'd ’ 

For these reasons, madam, I was pleased with your 
notion, that it would be best to look upon that sex, 
especially if we allow them the privilege you speak of, 
in an hostile light. 

But permit me to observe, with legard to the most 
contemptible of the species, fops, coxcombs, and pietty 
fellows, that many a good general has been defeated, 
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when, trusting to his great stiength and skill, he has 
despised a truly weal enemy 

I believe, madam, leturned she, youi observation is 
veiy just I have read of such instances But, deal 
madam, peirait me to ask, Whethei we speak not too 
generally, when we condemn eveiy man who dresses 
well, and is not a sloven, as a fop or a coxcomb ^ 

No doubt we do, when this is the case But permit 
me to observe, that you hardly evei in youi life saw a 
man who was very nice about his peison and dress, that 
had any thing he thought of greater consequence to 
himself to regard ’Tis natural it should be so , for 
should not the man of body take the greatest caie to set 
out and adoin the pait for which he thinks himself 
moat valuable ^ And will not the man of mtnd bestow 
his principal caie in impiovmg that mind^ peihaps to 
the neglect of diess, and outward appearance, which is 
a fault But surely, madam, there is a middle way to 
be obseived, in these, as in most other cases , foi a 
man need not be a sloven, any moie than a fop He 
need not shew an uttei disiegaid to dress, noi yet think 
it his first and chief concein , be ready to quairel with 
the wind foi discomposing his peruque, oi fear to put 
on his hat, lest he should oppress his foietop , moie 
dislike a spot upon his clothes, than in his reputation 
be a self-admirei, and always at the glass, which he 
would, perhaps, never look into, could it shew him the 
deformity of his mind, as well as the finely of his per- 
son who has a tailor for his tutor, and a millinei foi 
hifr school-raistiess who laughs at men of sense, (ex- 
cusably enough, perhaps m levenge, because tliey laugh 
at him) who calls learning pedant! y , and looks upon 
the knowledge of the fashions, as the only useful science 
to a fine gentleman 

Pardon me, ladies I could proceed with the chai- 
actei of this species of men , but I need not , because 
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eveiy lady piesent, I am sme, would despise such a 
one, as much as 1 Jo, weie he to fall in hei way And 
the lathei, b|f cause it is ceitam, that he who admues 
• himself, will nevei adiniie his lady as he ought , and if 
he maintains his niceness aftei maiiiage, it will be with 
a piefeience to his own peison If not, will sink, veiy 
piobably, into the worst of slovens For whoever is 
capable of one extieme, (take almost all the cases in 
human life thiough,) when he recedes fioin that, if he 
be not a man of prudence, will go ovei into the other 

But to letuin to the foimei subject, (foi the general 
attention encouraged me to proceed,) peimit me. Miss 
Sutton, to add, That a lady must lun gieat iisks to hei 
reputation, if not to hei viitue, who will admit into hei 
company any gentleman, who shall be of opinion, and 
Lnov} It to be /j«f, that it is hit province to ask a 
favoui, which it will be hei duty to deny 

I believe, madam, 1 spoke these words a little too 
carelessly but I meant honouiahle questions, to be 
sure 

There can be but one honourable question, replied I, 
and that is seldom asked, but when the affair is brought 
near a conclusion, and there is a probability of its being 
granted, and which a smgle lady, while she has patents 
or guardians, should nevei thmk of permitting to be put 
to herself, much less of appioving, nor, perhaps, as the 
case may be, of denying But I make no doubt, 
madam, that you meant honourable questions A young 
lady of Miss Sutton’s good sense, and worthy chai- 
actei, could not mean otheiwisc And I have said, 
perhaps, more than I needed to say upon this subject, 
because we all know how ready the presuming of the 
other sex are, light or wiong, to construe the most 
innocent meanings in lavoui of then own views 

Very true, said she, but appeared to be under an 
agreeable confusion, every lady, by her eye, seenimg 
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to think, she had met with a deseived lebuke, and 
which not seeming to expect, it abated hei liveliness 
all the time aftei ^ 

Lady Toweis seasonably lelieved us both fiom a--, 
subject too apphcabkj if I may so expiess it, saying, 

But, deal Mis B , will you favoui us with the 

lesult of youi meditation, if you have committed it to 
writing, on the unhappy case you mentioned ^ 

I was lathei, madam, exeicismg my fancy than my 
judgment, such as it is, upon the occasion I was aim- 
ing at a kind of allegoric il oi metaphoiical style, I 
know not which to call it , and it is not fit to be i ead 
before such judges, I doubt 

0 pi ay, dear madam, said Miss Stapylton, favour us 
with It to choose, foi I am a great admnei of that 
style. 

1 have a gieat cmiosity, said Lady Aithui, both 
fiom the subject and the sty/ct to lieai what you have 
wiitten and I beg you will oblige us all 

It IS shoit and unfinished It was vviilten foi the 
sake of a fiiend, who is fond of such a style , and what 
I shall add to it will be piincipally some slight obseiv- 
ations upon this way of wilting But, let it be evei so 
censurable, I should be mot e so, if I made any difficul- 
ties, aftei such an unanimous lequest So, taking it 
out of my letter-case, I lead as follows 

‘ While the bmls of discretion keep the proud waves 
of passion within then natuial channel, all calm and 
seiene glides along die silvei cuiient, enlivening the 
adjacent meadows as it passes, with a biightei and moie 
iloweiy veiduie But if the ton mis of sensual love aie 
peimitted to descend fiom the hills of u editions hope, 
they may so swell the gentle stream, as to make it 
difficult, if not impossible, to be letained within its 
usual bounds What then will be the consequence ^ — - 
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Why, the trees of lesohuon^ and the shtubs of cauHous 
feai^ which giew upon the frail mound, and whose 
intertwining ^oots had contributed to support it, being 
• loosened fiom then hold, they, and all that would swim 
of the haul, itself, will be seen floating on the suiface of 
the triumphant waters 

‘ But here, a deai lady, having unhappily failed, is 
enabled to set her joot in the nevi made bieach, while 
yet It IS possible to stop it, and to say, with little vari- 
ation, in the language of that powei, which only could 
enable het to say it, Hither, ye proud waves of dissolute 
love, although you HAVt come, yet no farihei shall je come , 
IS such an instance of magnanimous resolution and self- 
conquest, as is veiy laiely to be met with ’ 

MifaS Stapylton seemed pleased (as I expected) with 
what I lead , and told me, that she should take it 
foi a high favour if I would permit her, if it weie 
not impiopei, to see the whole lettei, when I had 
finished it 

I said, I would oblige her with all my hear t But 
you must not expect, madam, that although I have 
wutten what I have lead to you, I shall approve of it 
in my obseivations upon it, foi I am convinced, that 
no style can be piopei, which is not plain, simple, easy, 
natural, and nnaftected 

She was suie, she was pleased to say, that whatever 
my observations were, they would be equally just and 
instiuctive 

1 too, said the dean, will answer foi that , foi 1 dai e 

say, by what I have alieady heard, that Mis B 

will distinguish piopeily between the style, (and the 
matter too,} which captivates the imagination, and that 
which informs the judgment 

Oui conversation, aftei this, took a moie general 
turn, as to the an of it, if I may say so , which I 
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thought right, lest the young ladies should imagine it 
was a designed thing agamst them but yet it was such, 
that every one of them found her chaiactir and taste, 
little or much, concerned in it and all seemed, as 
Lady Towers aftei wards observed to me, by then 
silence and attention, to be busied m piivate appli- 
cations 

The dean began it, with a high compliment to me , 
having a view, no doubt, by his kind pi aises, to make 
my observations have thegieatei weight upon the young 
ladies He was pleased to say, that it was matter of 
great surprise to him, that, my tender years considered, 
I should be capable of making those reflections, by 
which pel sons of twice my age and expeiience might 
be mstiucted You see, madam, said he, how attentive 
we all aie when youi lips begm to open , and I beg we 
may have nothing to do, but to he attentive 

1 have had such advantages, su, leplied I, from the 
ohseivations and cautions of my late excellent hdy, 
that did you but know half of them, you would i athei 
wondei I had made no gt eater improvement than that I 
have made so much She used to tliink me pi etty, and 
not ill-tempered, and, of cauisey not incredulous, where 
I conceived a good opinion , and was always arming 
me on that side, as believmg I might be the object of 
wicked attempts , and the i athei, as my low fortunes 
subjected me to danger For, had I been born to rank 
and condition, as these young ladies here, I should have 
had leason to think of myself as justly, as, no doubt, 
they do, and, of consequence, beyond the reach of any 
vile mtiiguei , as I should have been above the greatest 
part of that species of mankind, who, foi want of 
understanding, oi honoui, oi through pernicious habits, 
give themselves up to libeitimsm 

These were great advantages, no doubt, said Miss 
Sutton, but m yov^ they met with a surprising genius. 
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’tis veiy plain, madam , and theie is not, m my opinion, 
a lady in England of your years, who would have 
improved bjfc them, as you have done 
• I answered, that I was much obliged to her foi her 
good opimon and that I had always observed, that the 
person who admiied any good qualities in anothei, gave 
a kind of natm al demonstration, that she had the same 
m an eminent degiee heiself, although, perhaps, her 
modest diffidence would not peimit her to tiace the 
generous pimciple to its source 

The dean, in order to bring us back again to the 
subject of credulity f repeated my remark, that it was 
safei, in cases wheie so much depended upon the issue, 
as a lady’s honoui and leputanon, to fear an enemy than 
to hope a friend, and piaised my observation, that even 
a weal enemy is not to be too much despised 

I said, 1 had very high notions of the honoui and 
value of my own sex, and veiy mean ones of the gay 
and frothy part of the othei , insomuch, that I thought 
they could have no stiength but what was founded in 
oui weakness That, indeed, the difference of education 
must give men advantages, even where the genius is 
natuially equal That, besides, they have geneially 
raoie hardness of heart, which makes women, where 
they meet not with men of honoui, to engage with that 
sex upon veiy unequal terms , for that it is so customary 
with them to make vows and promises, and to set light 
by them, when made^ that an innocent lady cannot 
guaid too watchfully agamst them , and, in my opinion, 
should believe nothing they said, oi even vowed, but 
what earned demonstration with it 

I lemembei, contmued I, my lady used often to 
observe, That there is a time of life in all young 
persons, which may properly be called. The Romantic, 
which IS a veiy dangerous peiiod, and requires therefore 
a great guard of prudence That the risk is not a little 
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augmented by leading novels and lomances , and that 
the poetical ti ibe have much to answei for on this head, 
by reason of then heightened and inflamingdescriptions, 
which do much hurt to tlioughtless minds and lively 
imaginations Foi to those, she would have it, aie 
pimcipally owing the lashness and indiscretion of soft 
and tendei dispositions , which, m hi each of their duty, 
and even to the disgiace of then sex, too fiequently set 
them upon entei puses, like those they have lead in those 
peinicious wiitings, which not seldom make them fall a 
saciihce to the base designs of some vile mtriguei , and 
even m cases wheie then piecipitation ends the best, 
that IS to say, in maitiagCy they aie too frequently (in 
diiect opposition to the cautions and commands of then 
triedy then e’^penenced, and unquesttonable friends) throw 
themselves upon an almost stranger^ who, had he been 
woithy of them, would not, nor needed to have taken 
indiiect methods to obtain then favour 

And the raisfoitune is, continued I, the most innocent 
aie geneially the most ciedulous Such a lady would 
do no haim to others heiself, and cannot think otheis 
would do hei any And with regaid to the paiticulai 
pel son who has obtamed, peihaps, a shaie in hei con- 
fidence, he cannot, suiely, she thinks, be so ungratefidy 
as to letuin irreparable mischief foi hei good-will to 
him Weie all the men in the woild, besides, to piove 
false, the helo'ved peison cannot ’Twould be unjust to 
otvn mertty as well as to his nowj, to suppose it 
And so design on his side, and credulity and self -opinion 
on the lady’s, at last enrol the unhappy believer in the 
list of the too-late repenters 

And what, madam, said the dean, has not that wietch 
to answer for, who makes spoit of destioying a viituous 
character, and delights m bemg the wicked means of 
till owing, peihaps, upon the town, and into the diegs 
of piostitution, a pool cieature, whose love foi him, 



PAMELA 


345 


and confidence in him, was all her crime ^ And who 
otherwise might have made a worthy figuie at the head 
of some reputable family, and so have been an useful 
member of the commonwealth, propagatmg good 
examples, instead of luin and infamy, to mankind ^ To 
say nothing of, what is still woise, the dreadful crime 
of occasioning the loss of a soul , since final impenitence 
too geneially follows the first saciifice which the pool 
wietch is seduced to make of hei honoui ' 

Theie aie seveial gentlemen in our neighbouihood, 
said Mis Brooks, who might be benefited by this 
touching leflection, if it was repiesented in the same 
stiong lights fiom the pulpit And peiinit me to sa^^, 
Ml Dean, that 1 think you should give us a sermon 
upon this subject, foi the sake of both sexes , one foi 
caution, the othei foi conviction 

I will think of It, leplied he But I am sony to 
say, that we have too many among our younger gentry, 
who would think themselves pointed at, weie I to touch 
this subject ever so cautiously 

I am suie, said Lady Towers, theie cannot well be 
a more useful one , and die very reason the dean gives, 
IS a convincing proof of it to me 

When I have had the pleasuie of heaiing the fuithei 
sentiments of such an assembly as this, upon the delicate 
subject, leplied this poUte divine, I shall be better 
enabled to treat it And pray, ladies, pioceed, foi it 
IS flora youi conveisation that I must take my hints 
You have nothing to do then, said Lady Towers, 

but to engage Mrs B to speak , and you may be 

sure we will all be as attentive to her as we shall be to 
j»o«, when we shall have the pleasure to hear so fine a 
genius improving upon her hmts, from the pulpit 

I bowed (as the dean did) to Lady Toweis , and 
knowing that she piaised me, with the dean’s view, m 
Older to induce the young ladies to give the greater 
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attention to wliat she wished I should speak, I said, It 
would be a gieat piesumption in me, aftei so high a 
compliment, to open my lips nevertheless, as I was 
suie, by speaking, I should have the benefit of mstiuc- 
tion, whenever it made them speak, I would not be 
backward to enter upon any subject , foi that I should 
consider myself as a young counsel, in some gieat cause, 
who seived but to open it, and piepaie the way foi 
those of gieatei skill and abilities 

I beg then, madam, said Miss Stapylton, you will 
open the cause, be the subject what it will And I could 
almost wish, that we had as many gentlemen heie as 
ladies, who would have leason to be ashamed of the 
liberties they take in censuring the conveisations of the 
tea-table , since the pulpit, as the woi thy dean gives 
us leason to hope, may be beholden to that of Mis 

Nor IS It much wondei, replied I, when the dean 
himself IS with us, and it is giaced by so distinguished 
a ciicle 

If many of our young gentlemen weie heie, said 
Lady Towers, they might impiove themselves in all 
the giaces of polite and sinceie complaisance But, 
compared to this, I have geneially heaid such tiite and 
coarse stuff fiom oui race of would-be- wits, that what 
they say may be compared to the fawmngs and saluta- 
tions of the ass in the fable, who, emulating the lap-dog, 
meiited a cudgel lathei than encouiagement 

But, Mrs B , continued she, begin, I pray you, 

to open and proceed in the cause , for thei e will be no 
counsel employed but you, I can tell you 

Then give me a subject that will suit me, ladies, and 
you shall see how my obedience to youi commands will 
make me lun on 

Will you, madam, said Miss Stapylton, give us a few 
cautions and instructions on a theme of youi own. That 
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a young lady should lathei fear too much than hope too 
much ^ A necessaiy doctrine, perhaps , but a difficult 
one to be piSctised by one who has begun to love, and 
who supposes all tiutJi and honour m the object of hei 
favoui 

Hope, madam, said I, in my opinion, should nevei be 
unaccompanied by Jtm , and the moie reason will a lady 
evei have to feai, and to suspect heiself, and doubt her 
lo\ei, when she once begins to find in hei own bieast 
an inclination to him For then hei danger is doubled, 
since she has herself (peihaps the more dangerous enemy 
ot the two) to guaid against as well as htm 

She may secretly wish the best indeed , but what has 
been the fate of others may be hex own , and though she 
dunks It not ptabahle, fiom such a faithful piotestei, 
as he appeals to her to be, yet while it is possible, she 
should nevet be off hei guaid Noi will a piudent 
woman trust to his mercy oi honour, but to her own 
discretion , and the rather, because, if he mean well, he 
htmselj will value hei the more loi her caution, since 
eveiy man desires to have a virtuous and prudent wife 
if not well, she will detect him the sooner , and so, by 
her prudence, fi us date all his base designs 

The ladies seeming, by their silence, to approve 
what I said, I proceeded 

But let me, my dear ladies, ask. What that passion 
IS, which generally we dignify by the name of lo'oe , and 
which, when so dignified, puts us upon a thousand 
extravagancies ^ I believe, if it were to be examined 
into, It would be found too gcneially to owe its original 
to ungovet ned fancy , and weie we to judge of it by the 
consequences that usually attend it, it ought rather to be 
called rashnest, inconsukration, ’weakness , anything but 
lo’oe , for very seldom, I doubt, is the solid judgment so 
mucii concerned in it as the airy fancy But when 
once we dignify the wild misleadei with the name of 
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/oue, all the absuidities which we lead in novels and 
lomances take place, and we aie induced to follow 
examples that seldom end happily but in them 

But, peimit me furthei to obseive, that love, as we 
call It, opeiates differently in the two sexes, as to its 
effects For in woman it is a aeeping thing, in man 
an encroacher , and tins ought, in my humble opinion, 
to be \ery seiiously attended to Miss Sutton intimated 
thus much, when she obseived, that it was the man’s 
piovmce to ask, the lady’s to deny Excuse me, 
madam, the obsei vation was just, as to the men’s notions , 
although, methinks, I would not have a lady allow of 
It, except in cases of caution to themselves 

The doubt, theiefoie, pioceeded I, which a lady has 
of hei lover’s honoui, is needful to pieseive her own 
and his too And if she does him wiong, and he 
should be too just to deceive hei, she can make him 
amends, by instances of gieatei confidence, when she 

f ileases But if she has been accustomed to giant him 

ittle favours, can she easily lecall them^ and will not 
the encroachet glow upon her indulgence, pleading foi a 
favoui to-day, which was not refused him yesterday, 
and lepi caching hei want of confidence as a want of 
esteem, till the pool lady, who, peihaps, has given 
way to this creeping, instmating passion, and has avowed 
her esteem foi him, puts hei self too much in his powei, 
in order to manifest, as she thinks, the generosity of hei 
affection, and so, by degiees, is earned faithei than 
she intended, oi nice honour ought to ha\e peimitted, 
and all because, to keep up to my theme, she hopes too 
much, and doubts too little ? And permit me, ladies, 
to add, that there have been cases, where a man h im - 
self, pursuing the dictates of his encroaching passion, and 
findmg a lady too conceding, has taken advantages, of 
which, probably, at first, he did not presume to think. 
Miss Stapylton said, that vutue itself spoke when I 
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spoke , and she wat lesolved, when she came home, to 
lecollect as much of this conversation as she could, and 
^wnte It dowfl in hei Common-place Book, where it 
would make a bettei hgure than any thing she had 
theie 

I suppose, miss, said Lady Towel s, youi chief col- 
lections aie floweis of ihetoiic, picked up from the 
French and English poets, and novel-wiiteis I would 
give something foi the pleasuie of having it two houis 
in my possession 

Fie, madam ' icplied she, a little abashed, How can 
you expose youi kinswoman thus, befoic the dean and 
Mis B 

Lady Toweis, madam, said I, only says this to 
piovoke you to shew youi collections I wish I had 
the pleasuie of seeing them I doubt not but youi 
Common-place Book is a stoi e-house of wisdom. 

Theie is nothing bad in it, I hope, leplied she , but 

I would not that Mis B should see it foi the 

woild But, let me tell you, madam, (to Lady Toweis,) 
theie aie many beautifid things, and good insti actions, 
to be collected fioiii novels, and plays, and loniances, 
and fiom the poetical wiiteis paiticulaily, light as you 
die pleased to make of them Piay, madam, (to me,) 
have you evei been at all conveisant in such wiiteis 

Not d gieat deal in tlie foimei theie weie veiy 
few novels and lonunces that my lady would peimit 
me to lead, and tliosc I did, gave me no gieat plea- 
suie , foi either they dealt so much in the ntatvellous 
and improbable^ or weie so unnatuially u^amng to the 
passions f and so full of love and intrigue^ that haidly any 
of them but seemed calculated to jire the imagination^ 
lathei than to inform the judgment Tilts and touina- 
ments, breaking of spears in honour of a mistiess, swim- 
ming ovei uveis, engagmg with monsters, i ambling in 
seaich of adventuies, making unnatuial difficulties, in 
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order to shew the kmght-eri ant’s piowess in overcoming 
them, IS all that is leqmied to constitute the heto in 
such pieces And what principally distinguishes the^ 
charactei of the heroine^ is, when she is taught to con- 
sidei her fathei’s house as an enchanted castle, and hei 
lover as the hero who is to dissolve the chaim, and to 
set her at libeity fiom one confinement, m ordei to put 
her into anothei, and, too piobably, a worse to instinct 
her how to chmb walls, drop fiom windows, leap pie- 
cipices, and do twenty othei extravagant things, in 
order to shew the mad strength of a passion she ought 
to be ashamed of to make parents and guardians pass 
for tyrants, and the voice of leason to be drowned m 
that of indiscreet love, which exalts tlie othei sex, and 
debases her own Amd what is the instruction, that 
can be gathered fiom such pieces, for the conduct of 
common life ^ 

Then have I been ready to quail el with these writers 
for another reason, and that is, the dangerous notion 
which they haidly evei fail to propagate, of a Jiist-sight 
love Foi there is such a susceptibility supposed on 
both sides, (which, howevei it may pass in a man, 
very little becomes the female delicacy,) that they are 
smitten with a glance , the fictitious blind god is made 
a real divimty and, too often, prudence and discretion 
are the first offerings at his shrme 

I believe, madam, said Miss Stapylton, blushing, and 
playmg with her fan, there have been many instances 
of people loving at first sight, which have ended very 
happdy 

No doubt of It, replied I but there are thiee chances 
to one that so precipitate a liking does not For where 
can be the room for caution, foi mquiry, foi the display 
of raeiit and smceiity, and even the assmance of a 
grateful return to a lady, who thus suffers herself to be 
prepossessed ^ Is it not a random shot ^ Is it not a 
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pi oof of weakness^ Is it not giving up the negative 
voice, which belongs to the sex, even wlule she is not 
sure of meeting with the affiimative one from him whose 
affection she wishes to engage ^ 

Indeed ladies, continued I, I cannot help concluding, 
(and I am the less afiaid of speaking my mind, because 
of the opinion I have of the piudence of eveiy lady 
that heal 8 me,) that wheie this weakness is found, it 
IS no way favouiable to a lady’s chaiacter, noi to that 
disci etion which ought to distinguish it It looks to 
me, as if a hdy’s heart weie too much in the power of 
hei tfj/fi, and that she had peimitted hei fancy to be 
much more busy than her judgment 

Miss Stapylton blushed, and looked aiound hei 

But I have geneiaUy obseived, Mrs B , said 

Lady Towel s, that whenevei you censuie any indiscie- 
tion, you seldom fail to give cautions how to avoid it 
And pi ay let us know what is to be done in this case ^ 
That 18 to say. How a young lady ought to guaid 
against and overcome the fiist favourable impressions ^ 
What I imagine, replied I, a young lady ought to 
do, on any the least favourable irapiessions of this kind, 
IS immediately to totthdiaw tnto herself as one may 
say , to reflect upon whit she owes to hei paients, to 
hei family, to hei chaiactei, and to her sex , and to 
resolve to check such a random prepossession, which 
may much moie probably, as I hinted, make hei a 
prey to the undeserving than otherwise, as there are so 
many of that character to one man of real merit 

The most that I apprehend a first-sight approbation 
can do, is to inspire a Itltng , and a liking is conquei- 
able, if tlie person will not biood over it, till she 
hatches it into h’oe Then every man and woman has 
a black and a white side , and it is easy to set the 
imperfections of the person against the supposed per- 
fections, while It IS only a hhng But if the busy 
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fancy be permitted to woik as it pleases, unchecked, 
uncontrolled, then, *tis very likely, weie the lady 
but to keep herself m countenance for lepeivmg first 
impressions, she will see peifections m the object, 
which no living soul can see but heiself And it will 
hardly be expected, but that, as a consequence of hei 
fiist indiscietion, she will confiim, as an act of hei 
judgment, what hei wild and ungoveined fancy had 
misled hei to think of with so much partial favour 
And too late, as it may piobahly happen, she will see 
and lament hei fatal, and, peihaps, undutiful eiioi 

We aie talking of the ladies only, added I, (foi I 
saw Miss Stapylton was become veiy giave,) but I 
believe fiiht-sight love often opeiates too powerfully 
in both sexes and, where it does so, it will be very 
lucky if eithei gentleman oi lady find leason, on cool 
leflection, to approve a choice which they weie so 
ready to make without thought 

’Tis allowed, my deai Mis B , said Lady 

T owei s, th at 1 ash and pi ecipitate love may opei ate pi etty 
much alike in the lash and pi ecipitate of both sexes , and 
whichsoever loves, geneially exalts the poison beloved 
above his oi hei meiits But I am desuous, for the 
sake of us maiden ladies, since it is a science in which 
you aie so gieat an adept, to have your advice, how 
we should watch and guard against its fiist encioach- 
ments , and that you will tell us what you appiehend 
gives the men most advantage ovei us 

Nay, now. Lady Toweis, you lally my piesumption 
indeed ' 

I admiie you, madam, leplied she, and eveiy thing 
you say and do , and I won’t foigive you to call what 
I so seiiously say and thtnh lailleiy Foi my own 
pait, continued she, I never was in love yet, nor, I 
believe, weie any of these young ladies — (Miss Cope 
looked a little silly upon this) — And who can bettei 
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instiuct us to guaid our hearts^ than a lady who has so 
well defended ha own ^ 

Why thenjTOadain, if I must speak, I tliink, what 
’ §ives the othei sex the greatest advantage over even 
many of the most deseivmg of oms, is that dangeious 
foible, the low of pi aue, and tlie desiie to be Jlatteied 
and ailmued A passion that I have obseived to pie- 
dominate, moie oi less, fiom sixteen to sixty, m most 
of our sex We are too geneially delighted with the 
company of those who extol our giaces of peiaon oi 
mind , foi will not a. grateful lady study haid to letuin 
a few compliments to a gentleman who makes hei so 
many ? She is concerned to piove him a man of dis- 
tinguishing sense, oi a polite man at least, in legaid to 
what she ihmls of heiself , and so the flatteiei shall 
be piefeired to such of the sinceie and worthy, as 
cannot say what they do not think And, by this 
means, many an excellent lady has fallen a prey to 
some SOI did designei. 

Then, I thmk, nothmg gives gentlemen so much 
advantage over oui sex, as to see how leadily a viituous 
lady can foigive tlie capital faults of the most abandoned 
of the othei , and that sad, sad notion, that a reformed 
lale makes the best husband, a notion that has done 
more huit, and disci edit too, to oui sex, (as it has 
given mole encouiageraent to the piofligate, and moie 
discouragement to the sobei gentlemen,) than can be 
easily imagined A fine thing indeed i As if the 
wietch, who had lun thiougli a couise of iniquity to 
the endangeiing of soul and body, was to be deemed 
the beat companion foi life, to an innocent and virtuous 
young lady, who is to owe the kindness of his treat- 
ment of hei, to his having nevei befoie accompanied 
with a modest woman, noi, till his inteiest on one 
hand, (to which his extiavagance, peihaps, compels 
him to attend,) and his inipaned constitution on the 
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othei, oblige him to it, so mucli as nvished to accompany 
with one , and who always made a jest of the maiiied 
state, and, pel haps, of eveiy thing eifliei seiious oi 
sacred ' 

You obseive very well, my deal Mis B , said 

Lady Towel s , but people will be apt to think, that 
you have less leason than any of oui sex, to be severe 
against the notion you speak of Foi who was a 
greatei lake than i ceitain gentleman, and who is 4 
bettei husband^ 

Madam, replied I, the gentleman you mean never 
was a common town-iake He is a man of sense and 
fine undei standing , and his lefoimation, rero?jdartly, as 
I may say, has been the natmal eftect of those extia- 
ordinaiy qualities But besides, madam, I will piesume 
to say, that that gentleman, as he has not many equals in 
the nobleness of his natme, so is not likely, I doubt, 
to have many followeis, in a lefoimation begun m the 
bloom of youth, upon self-cotmichon, and altogether, 
humanly speaking, spontaneous — Those young ladies 
who would plead his example, in support of this 
peinicious notion, should find out the sime generous 
qualities in the man, before tliey trust to iL, and it 
will then do less harm though, even then, I could 
not wish It to be geneially entertained 

It IS leally unaccountable, said Lady Towers, after 

all, as Mrs B , I lemembei, said, on another 

occasion, That our sex should not as much insist upon 
virtue and sobiiety, in the chaiactei of a man, as the 
man, be he ever such a lake, does in that of a lady 
And ’tis certainly a great encouiagement to libeitimsm, 
that a worn-out debauchee shall think himself at any 
time good enough foi a husband, and have the con- 
fidence to imagine, that a modest woman will accept 
of his addiess with zpieference of him to any other 

I can account for it but one way, said the dean 
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and that is, that a modest woman is apt to be d^dent 
of her own meut and understanding, and she thinks 
^this diffidence an imperfection A lake never ts 
troubled with it So he has m peifection a quality she 
thinks she wants , and knowmg too little of the woild, 
imagines she mends the mattei by accepting of one who 
knows too much 

That’s well obseived. Mi Dean, said Lady Toweis 
but theie is another fault in oui sex, which Mrs. 

B has not touched upon , and that is, the foolish 

vanity some women have, in the hopes of refoiming a 
wild fellow and that they shall be able to do moie 
than any of then sex befoie them could do A vanity 
that often costs them deal , as I know in nioie than 
one instance 

Anothei weakness, said I, might be pioduced against 
some of oui sex , who jom too leadily to dioll upon, 
and sneei at, the misfoitune of any pool young cieatuic, 
who has shewn too little legaid foi hei honoui And 
who (instead of speaking of it with concein, and in- 
veighing against the seducer) too lightly spoit with 
the unhappy pei son’s fall , mdustriously spiead the 
knowledge of it — -[^I would not look upon Miss Sutton, 
while I spoke tliisj — and avoid her, as one infected , 
and yet sciuple not to admit into then company the 
vile aggiessoi , and even to smile with him, at his 
baibaious jests upon the pool sufFeiei of then own 
sex 

I have known thiee oi foui instances of this in my 
time, said Lady Toweis, that Miss Sutton might not 
take It to heiself, foi she looked down, and was a 
little seiiouB 

This, leplied I, puts me in mind of a little humoious 

copy of veises, wiitten, as I believe, by Mi B 

And which, to the veiy puipose we aie speaking of, 
he calls 


N 2 
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BENEFIT OF MAKING 01 HERS’ MISFORlUNEb 
OUR OWN 

Ihou’&t hea.id it, oi lead it, a million oi tin^ii, 

'llidt men aie made up of falsehoods and crimes 
Seaicli all the old authors, and lansack the new, 
riiou’lt find, in love stones, scaice one moital tiue 
Then why this complaining ’ And why this wiy fate ^ 

Is It ’cause thou’rt affected most with thy own cast i 
Hadst thou soonei made etluss' misfoi tunes thy own, 

Thou nevei, thysdf, this disastei hadst known , 

Ihy compassionate caution had kept thee fiom evil, 

And thou mightst have defy’d minkind and the dtvil 

The ladies weie pleased with tlie lines , but Lady 
Towels wanted to know, she said, at what tune of Mi 

B ’s life they could be wiitten Because, added 

she, I nevei suspected befoie, that the good gentleman 
evei took pains to wiite cautions oi exhoitations to oui 
sex, to avoid the delusions of his own. 

These veises, and this facetious but seveie lemaik of 
Lady Toweis, made e\eiy young lady look up with a 
cheeiful countenance , because it pushed the ball fiom 
self And tlie dean said to his daughtei, So, my deal, 
you, that have been so attentii e, must let us know what 

useful infeiences you can diaw fiom what Mis B 

and the othei ladies have so excellently said ^ 

I observe, sii, said she, fiom the faults the kdics 
have so justly imputed to some ot oui sex, that the 
advantage the gendemen chi^y have ovei us, is fiom 
OUI own weakness, and that it behoves a piudent 
woman to guard against j^ist impressions of favoui, since 
she will think heiself obliged, in compliment to he) 
onun judgment, to find leasons, if possible, to confiim 
them 

But I would be glad to know, ladies, added she, if 
theie be any way that a woman can judge, whethei a 
man means honouiably oi not, in his addiess to hei ^ 
Mis B can best infoim you of that. Miss 
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L , faaid Lcidy Toweii What say you, Mis 

B ^ 

Theie aie, a few signs, answeied I, easy to be 
•known, and, I tlnnk, almost infallible 

Play let’s have ^em, said Lady Aithui , and they 
all weie veiy attentive 

I lay It down as an undoubted tiuth, said I, that 
tiue love IS one of the most respectful things in the 
woild It stakes witli awe and leveience the mind of 
the man who boasts its impiession It is chaste and 
piue in woid and deed, and cannot beai to have the 
least indecency mingle with it 

If theiefoie a man, be his biith oi quality what it 
will, the highei the woise, piesume to wound a lady’s 
eais widi indecent woids If he endeavoui, in his 
expiessions oi sentiments, to convey gioss oi impuie 
ideas to hei mind If he is continually piessing foi 
her conjidente in his honoui If he lequests favouis, 
which a lady ought to lefuse If he can be legaidless 
of his conduct oi behaviour to hei If he can use 
hoisfeious 01 nuh fieedoras, eithei to hei person oi dress 
— [Heie pool Miss Cope, by hei blushes, boie witness 
to hei case] — If he avoids speaking of mainagej when 
he has «i fair oppoitiinity of doing it — QHeie Miss 

L looked down and blushed] — oi leaves it once 

to a lady to wondei that he does not 

In any, oi in all these cases, he is to be suspected, 
and a lady can have little hope of such a peison , noi, 
ai I humbly appiehend, consistent with honoui and 
diBcietion, encouiage his addiess 

The ladies weie so kmd as to applaud all I said, 
and so did the dean Miss Stapylton, and Miss Cope, 

and Miss L , weie to tiy to lecollect it when they 

came home, and to wiite down what they could 
leraembei of the conveisation And oui noble guests 
coming in soon aftei, with Mi B the ladies 
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would ha\e depaited , but he pi evaded upon them, 
with some difliculty, to pass the evening , and Miss 

L , who has an adraiiable fingei on thp haipsichoid, 

as I have heietofore told you, obliged us with two oi* 
three lessons Each of the ladies did the like, and 
pi evaded upon me to play a tune oi two but Miss 

Cope, as well as Miss L , surpassed me much 

We all sung too in turns , and Mi B took the 

violin, in which he excels Loid Daveis obliged us 

on the violoncello Mi H played on the Geiman 

ilute, and sung us a fop’s song, and peifoimed it in 
chaiacter So that we had an exceeding gay evening, 
and parted with gieat satisfaction on all sides, paiticu- 
laily on the young ladies’ , foi this put them all into 
good humoui, and good spiiits, enlivening the foimci 
scene, which otheiwise might have closed, peihaps, 
more giavely than efficaciously 

The distance of time since this conveisation passed, 
enables me to add, what I could not do when T wrote 
the account of it, which you have mislaid , and which 
take biiefly, as follows 

Miss Stapylton, upon hei letuin home, was as good 
as hei woid, and wiote down all she could recollect of 
the conveisation, and I have alieady sent hei the 
lettei she had desiied, contaimng my obsei vations upon 
the flighty style she so much admiied She suffeied 
It to have such an effect upon hei, as to tuin the couise 
of hei leading and studies to weightiei and luoie solid 
subjects , and, avoiding the gentleman she had begun 
to favoui, gave way to her patents’ lecommendation , 
and IS happily maiiied to Sii Jonatlian Baines 

Miss Cope came to me a week aftei, with the leave 
of both hei patents, and tamed with me thiee days, 
m which time she opened all hei heai t to me , and 
retuinedin such a disposition, and with such lesolutions, 
that she nevei would see her Peei again , noi leceive 
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letteis fiom him, which she owned to me she had done 
clandestinely befoi e , and she is now the happy lady 
of Sir Michaftl Beaumont, who makes hei the best of 
husbands, and peimits hei to follow hei charitable 
inclinations, accoiding to a scheme which she consulted 
me upon 

Miss L , by the dean’s indulgent piudence and 

disci etion, has escaped hei lake , and, upon the 
discoveiy of an mtiigue he was caiiying on with 
anothei, conceived a just abhoirence of him, and is 
since maiiied to Di Jenkins, as you know, with whom 
she lives veiy happily. 

Miss Sutton IS not qmte so well off as the thiee 
foimei , though not altogethei unhappy neithei, in hei 
way She could not indeed conquei hei love of dress 
and tinsel , and so became the lady of Colonel Wilson 
and they aie thus fai easy in the maiiiage state, tliat, 
being seldom togethei, in all piobability they save a 
multitude of misundei standings , for the colonel loves 
gaming, m which he is geneially a winnei , and so 
passes his time mostly m town His lady has hei 
pleasiiies, neithei laudable noi ciiminal ones, which 
she pm sues in the countiy And now and then a 
lettei passes on both sides , by the msciiption and 
snbstiiption of which, they lemind one anothei that 
they have beenowre in Uieii lives at one chuich togethei 

And what now, my deal Lady G ^ have I to 

add to this tedious account, (foi lettei I can haidly 
call it,) but tliat I am, with gieat affection, 

Youi tiue fiiend and servant, 

P B 
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LETTER LI 


MRS B , TO LADY G 

My Dear Lady G , 

You desiie me to send you a little specimen 
of my nursery tales and siottes , with which, as Miss 
Fenwick told you, on hei leturn to Lincolnshiie, 
I entertain my Miss Goodwin and my little boys 
But you make me too high a compliment, when you 
tell me, it is foi youi own instiuction and example 

Yet you know, my deal Lady G , be youi motues 

what they will, I must obey you, although, weie 
others to see it, I might expose myself to the smiles 
nnd contempt of judges less piejudiced in my favoui 
Sol will begin without any fuithei apology , and, as 
near as I can, give you those veiy stones with whicli 
Miss Fenwick was so pleased, and of which she has 
made so favoui able a lepoit 

Let me acquaint you then, that my method is to 
give characters of peisons I have known in one pait or 
othei of my life, in feigned names, whose conduct may 
seive foi imitation oi waining to my deai attentive 
miss , and sometimes I give instances of good boys 
and naughty boys, foi the sake of my Billy, and my 
Daveis and they aie contmually coming about me. 
Deal madam, a pretty stoiy now, cries miss and. 
Dear mamma, tell me of good boys, and of naughty 
boys, cries Billy 

Miss IS a sui prising child foi hei age, and is veiy 
familial with many of the best chaiacteis in tbe 
Spectators , and having a smatteiing of Latin, and 
more than a smatteiing of Italian, and being a perfect 
mistiess of French, is seldom at a loss foi the de- 
iivation of such words as are not of English onginaU 
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And bo I bhall give you a stoiy, in feigned namebj 
with which she is so delighted, that she lias wiitten 
It down Ifut I will fiist tiespass on youi patience 
with one of my childish tales 

Eveiy day, once oi twice, if I am not hindeied, 
I cause Miss Goodwin, who plays and sings veiy 
piettily, to give a tune 01 two to me and my Billy, 
and my Davcrs, who, as \/ell as my Pamela, love and 
leain to touch the keys, young as the lattei is , and 
she will ha\e a sweet hngei, T can obseive that, and 
a chaiming eai , and hei voice is music itself — O 
the fond, fond motliei • I know you will say, on 
leading this 

Then, madam, W£ all piocced hand-in-hand togethei 
to the nuiseiy, to my Chailey and Temmy And in 
this happy letiiement, so much my delight in the 
absence of my best beloved, imagine you see me seated, 
suiiounded with the joy and the hope of my future 
piospects, as well as my piesent comfoits 

Miss Goodwin imagine you see on my light hand, 
sitting on a 'velvet stool, because she is eldest, and a 
miss Billy on my left, in a little cane elbow chan, 
because he is eldest, and a good boy My Daveis, 
and my sparkling-eyed Pamela, with my Chailey 
between them, on little silken cushions at my feet, 
hand-in-hand, then pleased eyes looking up to ray 
moie delighted ones, and ray sweet-natuied piomising 
leramy in my lap , the nuises and the ciadlc just 
behind us, and the nuiseiy-maids delightedly pm. suing 
some useful necdle-woik, foi the dear chaimeis of my 
heait — All as hush and as still as silence itself, as the 
pietty cieatuics gcncially aie, when then little watchful 
eyes see ray lips beginning to open Foi they take 
gieat notice aheady of my lule of two eais to one 
tongue , * insomuch, that if Billy 01 Daveis aie eithei 
* See p 31 I 
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of them for bi caking the mum, as they call it, they 
are immediately hush, at any time, if I gut my Jmgei 
to ray lip, 01 if miss points heis to hei eais, even to 
the breaking of a woid m two, as it weie And yet 
all my boys aie as lively as so many buds , while my 
Pamela is cheeiful, easy, soft, gentle, always smiling, 
but modest and hai mless as a dove 

I began with a stoiy of two little boys, and two 
little girls, the childien of a fine gentleman and a line 
lady, who loved them deaily That they weie all so 
good, and loved one anothei so well, that eveiy body 
who saw them admiied them, and talked of them fai 
and neai That they would pait with any thing to 
one anothei , loved the pool , spoke kindly to the 
seivants , did every thing they were bid to do , weie 
not pioud , and knew no stiife, but who should leain 
then books best, and be the prettiest scholai That 
the seivants loved them, and would do any thing they 
desiied That they weie not pioud of line clothes , 
let not then heads lun upon then iJay-things, when 
they should mind then books, said giace befoie they 
ate, then players befoie they went to bed, and as 
soon as they lose , weie always clean and neat, would 
not tell a fib for the woild, and weie above doing any 
thing that lecjuiied one That God blessed them moie 
and moie, and blessed then papa and mamma, and 
their uncles and aunts, and cousins, loi tlien sakes 
And theie was a happy family, my deal loves ' — No 
one idle, all piettily employed, the masteis at then 
books , the misses at then books too, oi then needles , 
except at then play-houis, when they weie nevei lude, 
noi noisy, noi mischievous, noi quaiielsome And no 
such woid was evei heaid fiom then mouths, as, Why 
mayn’t I have this oi that as well as Billy oi Bobby ^ 
— Oi, Why should SaUy have this oi that any moie 
than I > — But It was. As my mamma pleases , my 
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mamma knows best , and a bow nnd a smile, and no 
suilmess, oi scowling blow to be seen, if they weie 
, denied any flung , foi well did they know, that then 
papa and mamma lovtd them so deaily, that they 
would 1 efuse them nothing that was foi then good , 
and they weie auie when they nvete lefused, they 
asked for something that would have done them huit, 
had It been gi anted Nevei weie such good boys and 
girls as these I And they giew up, and the masteis 
became fine scholais, and fine gentlemen, and every 
body lionoiii ed them , and the misses became fine 
ladies, and fine housewives , and this gentleman, when 
they giew to be women, sought to many one ol the 
misses, and that gentleman the othei , and happy was 
he that could be admitted into then companies ' So 
that they had nothing to do but to pick and choose 
out of the best gentlemen in the county While the 
greatest ladies foi buth, and the most lemaikable foi 
virtue, r which, my deais, is bettei than eithei buth 01 
foi tune, J thought themselves honouied by the addi esses 
of the two bi othei s And they maiiied, and made 

good papas and mammas, and weie so many blessings 
to the age in which they lived Theie, my dear 
loves, weie happy sons and daughteis ' Foi good 
masteis seldom ful to make good gentlemen, and good 
misses good ladies , and God blesses them with as 
good childien as they weie to then paients I and so 
the blessing goes lound' — Who would not but be good^ 
Well, but, mamma, we will all be good Won’t 
we, Mastei Daveis^ cues my Billy Yes, biothei 
Billy Then they kiss one another , and if they have 
play-thmgs, 01 any thing they like, exchange with each 
othei, to shew the effect my lessons have upon them 
But what will become of the naughty boys ? Tell us, 
mamma, about the naughty boys ' 

Why, theie was a pool, poor widow woman, who 
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had thiee naughty sons, and one naughty daughtei , 
and they would do nothing that tlieii mamma bid them 
do , weie always quanelling, sciatchmg, and fighting , i,. 
would not say then piayeis, would noL leain then 
book , so that the little boys used to laugh at them, 
and jioint at them, as tliey went along, foi blockheads , 
and nobody loved them, oi took notice of them, except 
to best and thump them about, foi then naughty ways, 
and tlieii undutifulness to then pool mothei, who 
woikecl Inid to raaintam them As they giew up 
they giew woise and woise, and moie and moie stupid 
and ignoiant, so that they impoveiished then pool 
mothei, and at last bioke hei heait, pool, poor widow 
woman' — And hei neighbouia joined togethci to biuy 
the pool widow woman, foi these sad ungiacious 
childien made away with what little she had left, while 
she was ill, befoie hei heait was quite bioken And 
this helped to bieak it the soonei , foi, had she lived, 
she saw she must have wanted biead, and had no 
comfoit fiom such wicked childien 

Pool, pool widow woman ' said my Billy, with 
teais, and ray little dove shed teais too, and Daveia 
was moved, and miss wiped hei fine eyes 

But what became of the naughty boys, and the 
naughty giil, mamma '' — Became of them ? WJiy 
one son was foiced to go to sea, and theie he was 
di owned Anothei turned thief, (foi he would not 
woik,) and he came to an untimely end The third 
was idle and ignoiant, and nobody, who knew how 
he had used his pool mothei, would employ him , and 
so he was foiced to go into a fai count! y, and beg his 
biead And the naughty gul, having nevei loved 
woik, pined away in sloth and filthiness, and at last 
broke hei aim, and died of a fevei , lamenting, too 
late, that she had been so wicked a daughter to so 
good a mothei — And so theie was a sad end of all 
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the foul ungiacious childien, who nevei wauld mind 
what then pool mothei said to them, and God 
punished tljeii naughtiness, as you see' — W hil e tlic 
good childien I mentioned befoie, weie the gloiy of 
then family, and the delight of eveiy body that knew 
them 

Who would not be good ' was the infeience And 
the lepetition fiom Billy, with hia hands clapt together, 
Pool, pool widow woman • gave me much pleasuie 

So my childish atoiy ended, with a kiss oi each 
pietty deal, and then thanks foi my stoiy and then 
came on miss’s lec^uest for a woman’s stoiy, is she 
called il I dismissed my babies to tlien play in the 
apciitment allotted loi that pin pose, and taking miss’s 
hand, she standing befoie me, all attention, began m a 
moic womanly sliain to hei , foi she is veiy fond of 
being thought a woman, and indeed is a piudent, 
sensible deal , compichends any thing instantly, and 
makes veiy pietty leflections upon what she hears 01 
rends, as you will obseive in what follows 

Theie is nothing, my deai Miss Goodwin, that 
young ladies should be so watchful ovei, as then 
leputation ’Tis a tendei flowei, that the least fiost 
Will nip, the least cold wind will blast , and when once 
blasted, it will"- ’vei flouiish again, but with ei to the 
veiy loot But 'this I have told you so often, that I 
im suic I need not lepeatwhat I have said So to 
my stoiy 

Theie weie foui pietty ladies lived in one genteel 
neighbouihood, the daughteis of foui seveial famihes , 
but all companions, and visitois , and yet all of very 
diheient inclinations Coquetilla we will call one, 
Piudiana anothei, Profusiana the third, and Prudentia 
the fouith , then sc\eial names denoting then lespective 
qualities 

Coquetilla was the only daughtei of a woithy 
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baronet, by a lady very gay, but lathei indiscieet than 
unviituous, who took not the requisite care of hei 
daughter’s education, but let hei be ovei-iiiin with the 
love of fashions, dress, and equipage, and when in 
London, balls, operas, plays, the paik, the iing, the 
withdiawing-ioom, took up her whole attention. She 
admiied nobody but herself, flutteied about, laughing 
at and despising a crowd of men-followei s, whom she 
attracted by gay, thoughtless freedoms of behavioui, 
too nearly tieading on the skirts of immodesty Yet 
made she not one worthy conquest, exciting, on the 
contiary, in all sober minds, that contempt to hei self, 
which she so piofusely would be thought to poui down 
upon the lest of the world After she had several 
years fluttered about the dangeious light, like some 
silly fly, she at last singed the wings of her lepulation, 
foi, being despised by eveiy woithy heaiL, she became 
too easy and cheap a prey to a man the most unwoithy 
of all her followeis, who had resolution and confldence 
enough to break through those few cobweb iesei\es in 
which she had encircled her piecaiious virtue , and 
which weie no longer of force to pieseive hei honoui, 
when she met with a man more bold and more entei- 
pnsing than hei self, and who was as designing as she 
was tlioughtless And what then became ot Coquc- 
tilla? — ^Why, she was forced to pass over sea to 
Ireland, where nobody knew her, and to biiiy hei self 
in a dull obscuiity, to go by another name, and at 
last, unable to support a life so unsuitable to the natural 
gayety of her tempei, she pined herself into a con- 
sumption, and died unjutied and unlamented, among 
strangers, having not one fiiend but whom she bought 
with hei money 

Poor Lady Coquetilla ' said Miss Goodwin , whai 
a sad thing it is to have a wrong education ' And 
how happy am I, who have so good a lady to supply 
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the place of a deal distant mamma ' — But be pleased, 
madam, to pioceed to the next 

Piudiana, my deai, was the daughter of a gentleman 
who was a widowei, and had, while the young lady 
was an infant, buiied hei mamma He was a good 
sort of man, but had but one lesson to teach to 
Prudiana, and that was. To avoid all raannei of 
cornel sation with the men, but nevei gave hei the 
light tuin of mind, nor mstilled into it that sense of 
hei leligious duties, which would have been hei best 
guard in all temptations Foi, piovided she kept out 
of the sight and convei sation of the gentlemen, and 
avoided the company of those ladies, who moie Iteely 
conversed with the othei sex, it was all hei papa 
desued of hei This gave hei a haughty, sullen, and 
lescived tuin , made her stiff, formal, and affected 
She had sense enough to discovei caily the faults of 
Coquttilh, and, in dislike of them, fell the more easily 
into that contiaiy extieme to which hei lecluse educa- 
tion, and hci papa’s cautions, natuially led hei So 
that piide, leseive, affectation, and censoiiousness, made 
up the essentials of her chai actei , and she became more 
unamiable even than CoquetiUa and as the othei was 
too acccfibible, Piudiana was quite unapproachable by 
gentlemen, and unfit foi any convei sation, but that ot 
hei seivants, being also deseited by those of hei own 
sex, by whom she might have improved, on account of 
hei censoiiouB disposition And what was the conse- 
quence Why this Every worthy person of both 
sexes despising her, and she being used to see nobody 
but seivants, at last thiows. herself upon one of that 
class In an evil hom, she finds something that is 
taking 10 hei low taste in the peison of hei papa’s 
valet, a wietch so infinitely beneath her, (but a gay 
coxcomb of a seivant,) that eveiy body attributed to 
hei the scandal of making the first advances , for. 
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otherwise, it was piesumed, he duist not have looked 
up to his mastei’s daughtei So heie ended all hei 
piide I All hei leseives came to this ' pHei cen- 
soriouaness of otheis, ledoubled people’s contempts 
upon hei self, and made nobody pity hei She was, 
finally, tuined out of doois, without a penny of hei 
fortune The fellow was forced to set up a baibei’s 
shop in a country town, foi all he knew, was to 
sha\e, and dicss a peruke, and her papa would never 
look upon hei moie So that Piudiana became the 
outcast of her family, and the scorn of all that knew 
her , and was forced to mingle m conversation and 
company witli the wretches of her husband’s degree ' 

Poor, miserable Piudiana ' said miss — What a sad, 
sad fall was hers' — ^And all owing to the want of a 
proper education too * — ^And to the loss of such a 
mamma, as I have an aunt, .md so wise a papa, as 
I have an uncle • — How could her papa, I wonder, 
restrain her person as he did, like a poor nun, and 
make her unacquainted with the generous restraints of 
the mind ' 

I am sure, my dear good aunt, it will be owing to 
you that I shall never be a Coquetilla nor a Piudiana 
neithei Your table is always surrounded with tlie 
best of company, with worthy gentlemen, as well as 
ladies , and you instruct me to judge of both, and of 
every new guest, in such a manner as makes me esteem 
them all, and censure nobody, but yet to see faults in 
some to avoid, and graces in others to imitate but in 
nobody but yourself and my uncle, any thing so like 
perfection, as shall attract one’s admiiation to one’s 
own nun 

You are young yet, my lo\e, and must always doubt 
your own strength, and pi ay to God more and more, 
as your years advance, to give you moie and more 
prudence, and watchfulness ovei your conduct 
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But yet, my deal, you must think justly of youiself 
too , ioi let the young gentlemen be e\ei so leained 
and diBci^et, youi education entitles you to think as 
well of youiself as of them Foi, don't you see, the 
ladies who aie so kind to visit us, that have not been 
nbioad, as you ha\e been, when tliey weie young, yet 
make as good liguies in conveisation, and say as good 
things as any of the gentlemen^ Foi, my deal, ill 
that the gentlemen know moie than the ladies, except 
heie and tlicie sucli a one as yoiu deal uncle, with all 
then leained education, is only, that they have been 
(hsetphned^ pel haps, into an obseitation of a few 
accuiacies in speech, which, it they know no more, 
lathei distinguish the pedant than the gentknmn Such 
as the avoiding of a false concoid, as they call it, and 
which you know how to do as well as the- best not 
to put a wrti foi a nvete, an are foi an is, and to be 
able to speak in mood and tense, and such like valuable 
paits of education So that, my deai, you can have 
no leason to look upon that sex m so high a light, as 
to depieuate youi own, tmd yet you must not be 
pioud noi conceited neithei , but make this one lule 
youi guide 

In youi maiden state, think youiself above the gentle- 
men , and they’ll think you so too, and addiess you 
with level ence and lespect, if they see theie be neithei 
piide noi aiiogance in youi behavioui, but a conscious- 
ness of ineiil, a tiue dignity, such as becomes viigin 
modesty, ind untainted piiiity of mind and manneis, 
like that of an angel among men , foi so young ladies 
should look upon themselves to be, and will then be 
ti eated as such by the othei sex. 

In youi man led Hate, which is n kind of state of 
humiliation foi a lady, you must think youiself 
subordinate to youi husband , toi so it has pleased 
God to make the wife You must have no will of 
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youi own, in petty things And if you many a 
gentleman of sense and honoui, such a one as youi 
uncle, he will look upon you as his equal and will 
exalt you the moie, for youi abasing youi self — In 
shoit, my dear, he will act by you just as youi deai 
uncle does by me And then, what a happy cieatiiie 
will you be ' 

So I shall, madam I To be suie I shill* — But I 
know I shall be happy whenevei I mairy, because I 
h'i\e such wise diiectois, and such an example befoie 
me And if it please God, I will ne\ei think of any 
man, (m puisuance of yom constant advice to young 
ladies at the tea-table.) who is not .a man of sense, mci 
a vntuous gentleman But now, deai madam, foi youi 
next chaiactei There aie two moie yet to come, 
that’s my pleasuie • I wish theie weie ten* 

Why the next was Piofusiana, you leinerabei, my 
deal love Piofusiana took anothei couise to hei 
luin She fell into some of Coquetilla’s foibles, but 
puisued them foi anothei end, and in anothei mannei 
Stiuck with the giandeui and magnificence of what 
weak people call the uppet hfcy she gives heiself up to 
tlie cncus, to balls, to opeias, to masqueiades, and 
assemblies , affects to slime at the head of all company, 
at Tunbiidge, at Bath, and eveiy place of public 
lesort, plays high, is always leceiving and paying 
visits, giving balls, and making treats and enleitain- 
ments , and is so much above the conduct which 
mostly lecommends a young lady to the esteem of the 
deseiving of the othei sex, tliat no gentleman, who 
piefeis solid happiness, can tliink of addiessing hei, 
though she is a fine peison, and has many outwaid 
graces of belnvioui She becomes the favouiite toast 
of die places she flequents, is pioud of that distinction , 
gives the fashion, and delights in the pride, that she 
can make apes in imitation, whenevei she pleases 
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But yet, endeavouring to avoid being thought pioud, 
makes herself cheap, and is the subject of the attempts 
of e\ery Joiccomb of eminence , and, with much ado, 
preserves hei viitue, though not hei charactei 

What, all this while, is pool Piofusnna doing ^ 
She would be glad, peihaps, of a suitable pioposal, 
and would, it may be, give up some of hei gayeties 
and extiavagancies , foi Piofusiana has wit, and is 
not totally destitute of piudence, when she suffeis 
heiself to think But hei conduct piocuies hei not 
one solid fiiendship, and she has not in a twelvemonth, 
among a thousand professions of service, one devoii 
that she can attend to, oi a fiiend that she can depend 
upon All the women she sees, if she excels them, 
hate hei , the gay pait of the men, with whom she 
accompanies most, aie all in a plot against hei honoui 
Even the gentlemen, whose conduct in the general is 
goveined % piinciples of viitue, come down to these 
public places to paitake of the innocent fieedoras 
allowed theie, and oftentimes give themselves aiis of 
gallantry, and nevei have it in then thoughts to 
commence a tieaty of maiiiage with an acquaintance 
begun upon that gay spot What solid fiiendships and 
satisfactions, then, is Piofiisiana excluded fiom ' 

Hei name, indeed, is written in evei y public window , 
and pi ostitiited, as I may call it, at the pleasuie of 
e\eiy piofligate, 01 sot, who weais a diamond to engiave 
It And that, it may be, with most vile and baibarous 
imputations and fieedoms of woido, added by lakes, 
who veiy piobably nevei exchanged a syllable with 
hei The wounded tiees aie perhaps taught also to 
weal the initials of hei name, linked, not unlikely, and 
widening as they giow, with those of a scoundiel 
But all this while, she makes not the least impression 
upon one noble heait and at last, perhaps, having lun 
on to the end of an uninteiiuptediace of follies, she is 
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cheated into the aims of some vile foitune-hunlei , 
who quickly lavishes away the lemains of that foitune 
which hei extiavagance had left, and thenf aftei the 
woist usage, abandoning hei with contempt, she sinks 
into an obscurity, that cuts shoit the thiead of hei life, 
and leaves no lemembiance but on the buttle glass, 
and moie faitliful baik, that evei she had a being 

Alas I alas ' what a butteifly of a day, said miss, 
(anexpiession she lemembeied of Lady Towers’s,) was 
pool Profusiana ' — What a sad thing to be so dazzled 
by woildly giandeui, and to have so many admiieis, 
and not one leal fiiend • 

Veiy tiue, my dear , and how caiefully ought a 
pel son of a gay and lively tempei to watch ovei it ' 
And what a lock may public places be to a lady's 
leputation, if she be not doubly vigilant in hei con- 
duct, when she is exposed to the censuies and 
observations of malignant ciowds of people , many of 
the woist of whom spaie the least, those who aie 
moat unlike themselves ' 

But dien, madam, said miss, would FioRisiana 
ventiue to play at public places ^ Will ladies game, 
madam ^ I have heaid you say, thatloids, and shaipeis 
but just out of liveiies, in gammg, aic upon a foot in 
eveiy thing, save tliat one has nothing to lose, and the 
othei much, besides his leputation ' And will ladies 
so disgiace their chaiacteis, and tlieii sex, as to puisue 
this pernicious diveision m public^ 

Yes, my dcai, they will, too often , the moie’s the 
pity ' And don’t you lemerabci, when we weie at 
Bath, in what a huiiy I once passed by some knots 
of genteel people, and you iskcd. What those weie 
doing ^ I told you, whispeiingly, They weie gaming , 
and loath I was, that my Miss Goodwin should stop 
to see some sights, to which, till she ai lived at yeais 
of disci etion, it was -not piopei to familiaiize hei eye , 
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in some soit acting like the ancient Romans, who 
would not assign punishments to ceitain atiocious 
Climes, b?cause they had such an high idea of human 
natuic, as to suppose it incapable of committing them 
So I was not foi having you, while a little giil, see 
those things, which I knew would give no ciedit to 
oui sex , and which I thought, when you giew oldei, 
should be new and shocking to you But now you 
aie so much a woman in disci etion, I may tell you 
any thing 

She kissed my hand, -ind made me a fine couitesy — 
And told me. That now she longed to hear of 
Piudentia’s conduct Her name, madam, said she, 
piomises bettei things tlian those of hei thiee com- 
panions , and so it had need , Foi how sad is it to 
think, th It out of foui ladies of distinction, three of 
them should be naughty, and, of mnse^ unhappy' — 
These two woids, of louise, my deai, said I, weie 
veiy piettily put in Let me kiss you foi them 
Since eveiy one that is naughty, fust oi last must be 
ceitnmly unhappy 

Fai otheiwise than what I have i elated, was it with 
the amiable Piudentia Like ilie mdustuous bee, 
she makes up hei honey-hoaid fiom eveiy flowei, 
bittei as well as sweet , foi eveiy charactei is of use 
to hei, by which she can impiove hei own She had 
the happiness of an aunt, who loved hei , as I do you , 
and of an uncle, who doted on hei, as youis does 
Foi, alas ' pooi Piudentia lost hei papa and mamma 
almost m hn infancy, m one week . But was so happy 
in hei uncle and aunFs caie, as not to miss them in 
hei education, and but just to lemembe/theu persons. 
By leading, by obseivation, and by attention, she daily 
added new advantages to those which hei education 
gave hei She saw, and pitied, the fluttering fieedoms 
and dangeious flights of Cocjuetilla The sullen piide, 
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the affectation, and stiff leseives, which Piudiana 
assumed, slie penetiated, and made it hei study to 
avoid And the gay, hazaidous conduct, e£.tia\agant 
temper, and love of tinselled giandeui, winch weie 
the blemishes of Piofiisiana’s chaiacter, she dieaded 
and shunned She foitifies herself with the excellent 
evaraples of the past and piesent ages, and knows how 
to avoid the faults of the faulty, and to imitate the 
giaces of the most perfect She takes into hei scheme 
of that futiue happiness, which she hoiies to mike hei 
own, what are the hue excellencies of hei sex, and 
endeavouis to appropriate to hei self the domestic 
virtues, which shall one day make hei the ciown of 
some woithy gentleman’s earthly happiness , and 
which, of course^ as you prettily said, my deal, will 
secure and heighten her own 

That noble frankness of disposition, that sweet and 
unaffected openness and simplicity, which shine in all 
hei actions and behaviom, commend hei to the esteem 
and leveience of all mankind , as hei humiliiy and 
affability, and a temper uncensoi lous, and evei making 
the best of what is said of tlie absent pei son, of eithei 
sex, do to the love of eveiy lady Her name indeed 
IS not prostituted on wmdows, nor caived on the barks 
of tiees in public places but it smells sweet to every 
nostiil, dwells on every tongue, and is engraven on 
every heart She meets with no address but from men 
of honour and probity The fluttering coxcomb. Lire 
inveigling parasite, the insidious deceivei, the mercenary 
fortune-hunter, spread no snares for a heart guarded by 
disci etion and prudence, as hers is They see that all 
her amiable virtues are the happy result of an uniform 
judgment, and the effects of hei own wisdom, founded 
in an education to which she does the highest credit 
And at last, after several woithy offers, enough to 
perplex any lady’s choice, she blesses some one happy 
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gentleman, moie dihtinguished than the reht, for learn- 
ing, good sense, and tnie polttenessy which is but 
anothei \»oid foi ’uinue and honour , and shines, to 
hei last hour, in all the duties of domestic life, as an 
excellent wife, mothei, imstiess, fiiend, and Christian , 
and so confirms all the expectations of which hei 
maiden life had given such stiong and such edifying 
piesages 

Then folding my deal miss in my arms, and kissing 
her, tears of pleasure standmg in hei pietty eyes , Who 
would not, said I, shun the examples of the Coque- 
TiLLAs, the Pr.udian\s, and the Profusianas ol this 
woild, and choose to imitate the charactei of Ppu- 
DLNTiA ' — the happy and thehappy-making Prudlntia ' 

Q madam' madam' said the deal creatuie, smother- 
ing me with hei laptuious kisses, Prudentia is you ' — 
Is YOU indeed ' — It can be nobody else ' — 0 teach me, 
good God ' to follow youi example, and I shall be a 
SECOND Prudlntia ' — Indeed I shall i 

God send you may, ray belo\ed miss ' And may 
he bless you moie, it possible, than Prudentia was 
blessed ' 

And 30, my deal Lady G , you haie some of 

my nuisery tales, with which, lelying on your kind 
allowance and fiiendship, I conclude myself 

Youi affectionate and faithful 

P B 



CONCLUSION 


The Editoi tliinks piopei to conclude in thib place, 
that he may not be thought to deseive a subpicion, that 
the extent of the Woik was to be measuied but by the 
patience of its leadeis But he thinks it necessaiy, in 
01 del to elucidate tlie whole, to subjoin a biief note of 
the following facts 

Ml B (aftei the affaii which took date at the 

masqueiade, and concluded so happily) continued to be 
one of tlie best and most exemplaiy of men , an honoui 
to his countiy, both in his public and piivate capacity , 
having, at the instances of some of his fi lends, in veiy 
elevated stations, accepted of an honoui able employment 
abioad in the seivice of the State , which he dischaiged 
in such a raannei, as might be expected fiom his quali- 
fications and knowledge of the woild And on his 
leturn, aftei an absence of thiee yeais, lesistmg all 
the temptations of ambition, devoted himself to his 
piivatei duties, and joined witli his excellent lady in 
eveiy pious wish of hei heait adoimng the maincd 
life with all the warmth of an elegant tendeiness 
beloved by his tenants, lespected by his neighboius, 
leveled by his childien, and almost adoied by the pool 
in eveiy county wheie his estates gave him inteiest , 
as well foi his own bountiful temper, as foi the chanties, 
which he peimitted to be dispensed with so libeial a 
hand by his lady 

She made him the fathei of seven fine childien , five 
sons, and two daughteis , all adoined and accoinplished 
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by natuie, to be the joy and dehght of buch parents , 
being educated, in eveiy lespect, by the lules of their 
inimitable tnothei, laid down m that book which she 
mentions to have been wiitten by hei foi the levisal and 
collection of hei consort , the contents of which may 
be gatheied fiom hei remarks upon Ml Locke’s 

Treatise of Education, in hei letters to Mr. B , 

and in those to Lady G 

Miss Goodwin, at the age of eighteen, was married 
to a young gentleman of fine paits, and great sobiiety 
and viitue And both she and he, in every mateiial 
pait of then conduct, and in then behaviour to one 
anothei, emulated the good examples set them by Ml 
and Mis B 

Lord Daveis dymg two years before this mariiage, 
hib lady went to leside at the Hall in Lincolnshiie, the 
place of hei biith, that she might enjoy the company 
and conversation of hei excellent sister , who, foi con- 
veniency of the chapel, and advantage of room and 

situation, had pi evaded upon Mi B to make that 

the chiei place of his residence , and there the noble 
lady lived long, (in the strictest friendship witli the 
happy pair,) an honourable relict of her affectionate 
loid 

The worthy Mi Andiewb, and his wife, lived 
together, in the sweet tianqiidlity set foith in then 
letters, foi the space of twelve yeais, at the Kentish 
faira The good old gentlewoman died first, full of 
yeais and corafoit, her dutiful daughter performing the 
last pious offices to so beloved and so loving a parent 
her husband suivivmg her about a year only 

Lady G , Miss Dainford that was, after a happy 

maiiiage of seveial yeais, died m chddbed of hei fourth 
child , to the inexpiessible concern of her affectionate 

consol t, and of her deal fiiend Mrs B 

Lord H , aftei having suffered gieat dishonour 



PAMELA 


by the ill couises of his wife, and gieat devastations in 
his estate thiough her foimei debts, and continued 
extravagance, (intimidated and dispirited \fj liei pei- 
petual insults, and those of hei gaming biothei, who 
with his bullying fi lends tei rifled him into all then 
measuies,) thiew himself upon the protection of Mi 

B , who, by his spnit and piudence, saved him 

from uttei luin, punished his wife’s accomplices, and 
obliged hei to accept of a sepal ate maintenance , and 
then taking his affairs mto his own management, m due 
course of time entirely le-established them And 
after some yeais, his wflfe dying, he became wiser by 
his past sufferings, and mairied a second, of Lady 
Daveis’s recommendation, who, by her piudence and 
virtue, made him happy foi the remainder of his 
days 

Ml Longman lived to a great age in the worthy 
family, much esteemed by every one, having trained 
up a diligent youth, whom he had recommended, to 
ease him in his business, and who, answering expectation, 
succeeded him in it, after his death 

He dying iich, out of his great love and gratitude to 
the family, in whose service he had acquired most of 
his fortune, and in disgust to his nearest relations, who 
had perversely disobliged him, he bequeathed to three 
of them one hundred pounds a-piece, and left all the 

rest to his honoured principal. Mi B who, as 

soon as he came to know it, being at that time abroad, 
directed his lady to call togethei the relations of the 
old gendeman , and, after touching diem to the heart 
with a just and effectual lepioof, and finding them filled 
wifti a due sense of then dement, which had been the 
cause of then suffermg, then to divide the whole, which 
had been left him, among them, in greater proportions, 
as they were more nearly related An action worthy 
of so generous and ennobled a spirit, and which pio- 
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cuied him the piayeis and blessings, not only of the 
benefited, but all who heaid of it Foi it is easy to 
imagine, ^low cheerfully, and how gracefully, his 
benevolent lady dischaiged a command so well suited 
to hei natuial generosity 


THE END 
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